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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Judicial Department,
27th February 1875. :

4

Small Causs Courts. A : _
No. 242,  Read the following letter from T. WEIR, Esq., Acting Registrar of
the Iligh Court of Judicature at Madras, Appellato Side, to the Ion

D. F. CARMICHAEL, Acting Chief Secretary to Gos crnment, Fort St

George, dated Madras, 22nd February 1875, No, 418 :—
I have been directed to acknowledge receipt of the Proceedings of Govern.
ment, dated 13th February, No. 331, and to reply thereto.
"2, The resolution of Government to convert the Small Cause Court of Masu.

lipatam into a Subordinate Court and to abolish the Small Cause Courts at Comba-

conum, Cuddalore, Madura, and Vellore mects, I am to state, with the entire
approval of the Judges. .

3. The system which has been in force since the abolition of the Suf)ordinate

- Zillah Courts; and the creation of the jurisdictions which it s now proposed to .

abolish is doubtless, as has been observed, alike unfair to the suitors and to the

.young and inexperienced officers upon whom hes been imnposed the responsibility
v

of presiding in theso tribunals. ' _ _

4. The office of Small Cause Court Judge can in ro way fit the officer hold-
ing it for the duties of a Collector and Magistrate. Regarded as a mode of prepara-
tion for the excreise of the higher jurisdiction of a District and Sessiong Judee, it
is difficult to conceive any employment less suitable than that of adjudiclt:;no
summarily, without appeal or revision, the class of suits exclusively cognizable b;
a Small Cause Court. Such a jurisdiction should_ be cunfided only to tried and
experienced Judicial officers. ~ I

5. On the question of the most suitable mode of “applying tho funds
amounting to Rupeos 87,792, which the measure contemplated will render amilable’
I am to state that the Court will be prepared, should the Government so desire,
to submit in greater detail, and with fuller explanation, their several proposa]st
For the present it may be sufficient to state that the scheme which the Court have

in view, and which in substance is here given, will be dirceted (after making

adcquéte provision for the disposal of the work now performed by the four Small
Cause Courts) towards effecting some improvements in the position (first) of

" a certain proportion of the Subordinate Judges end District Munsify, and (second) -
of the establishments of the District Munsifs’ Courts. The inadequacy of the pay’

of the Judicial establishments, and especially of those attached to the Courts of the
District Munsifs, has been so frequently brought to the notice of Government
that it need not now be further insisted on. ' - _

6. Tho necessity is admitted of improving the position of the Subordinato
Judicial Officers of all grades in the Madras Presidency. A comparison of the
salaries of the samo class of officers in other Presidencies will perhaps of itself
suffico to show that the Native Judges in tho Madras Presidency are, as a clasg,
inadequately paid. _ |

" 7. In Bengal, the salaries of the Subordinate Judges range from Rupees 500

to Rupeces 800 per mensem. In Madras, no Subordinate Judge receives more than

Rupees 500 "per measem. The lowest scale of pay for this class of officers in
Bengal is therefore equal to the bighest in Madras. In Bengal, the salaries of tho
Munsifs range from Rupees 200 and 250 to Rupees 400 per mensom. In Madrag,
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Judicial Department,
27th I'ebruary 1875. '

no District Munsif receives more than Rupees 300 per mensem, and the’ greater

. -‘. 3
Cause Courts may render necessary

~

a S

number of them, #iz.,seventy-four, receive ouly Rupees 200 per mensem.
fm:ther that the Munsifs in the Madras Presidency have a jurisdiction more than
twice 'a.s-fextensive as those of Bengal. Under Act IIL of 1873, (Section 12) the
jurisdiction of a Munsif in the Presidency of Madras extends to all suits of which
.the \:alue of the subjcct-matter- does not exce
invariubly possesses a summary jurisdiction in sm
50 Rupees.

all causes to the cxtent cf

8. "Under Act VI, of 1871, (Bengal Civil Courts' Act) Scetion 20, the jurisdie-
to suits in which the

ticn of a Muasif in the Presidency of Bengal extends only

value of the subject-matter does not excced 1,000 Rupecs, and it is believed
Vs torielineian o . ’ o

hat jarisdiction in swmall causes is rarely possessed by him. -

[y 4 . « . - .
9. The comparatively limited sum available renders impra
1o guluries of the J udges and of the

s the existing state of things
¢ the abolition of the Small

the number of the
bly) three edditional

hensive scheme for the improvement of tl
%qusixs’ establishments. Any improvement, however,
is much to be desired. The High Court anticipato tha
some slight addition to
District Munsify’ Courts, and also the establishment of (possi

Subordinate Judges’ Coarts. .
10. The cost of the ncw Courtsis estimated at the sum of Rupees
: kS,

30,840 :—

each ' .
2_7,000 .

3,840
—"‘ .
30,640

apma——

3 Subordinate Judges and their establishments costing
Rupecs 759 8 month, or Rupees 9,00 per annum Cvee e e
1 Additional Mucsif and his establishment costing Rupee 320 a

mouth, or Rupees 3,640 per annum
Total ..«

ed to increaso the pay of two Subordinate J udges

Subordinate Judges by Rupees 100 per menseim,

nsifs to a salary of Rupecs 300 per menseln, and
950 per mensem. The cost of theie

* 11. Besides this it is propos
by Rupees 200 per inensent, of four
as well as to promote cighteen Mu
twenty-five Vunsifs to a salary of Rupecs

arrangements is as follows :— . | . Cgs
2 Subordinate Judges promoted from Bupoes 500 to Rupees 700 4,800
oP MEMSEDY  .ee  ovs o0t 0% ol P S L 4,800
1 g’;hordinata Judges from Rnpees 500 to Rupces :f(?(?r ,;:,-nsém 10800
18 Muuwsifs promoted from Rupces 250 to Rupces o0 pe nsem 15.000 /
23 Munsifs promoted from Rapees 200 to Rupeces 290 per o e
" Total 35,400

——— b

osed to rai-o thepay of tho ITead Gumastah in each

t by a sum of Rupees 19 per mensem, and to give the

12. Lastly, it is prop
The cost of this amounts t°_ Rupess

District Munsit’s cstablishmen 8
ond Clerk also- some addition to his pay-

21,504 perannun i— Cost per ennom,

: _ ‘ BS.
To 112 District Munsifs® Ilead Clerks 82 increase of Rnp,e”..l.s e 20,160
' 1,344

mensem...

To 112 2od Clerks o incrense of 1 Rupeo per menscm

Total ... 43,504

- o 3
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27th February 1875.

Proceedings of the Madras Goverﬁment, Judicial Department

Rzd. T. 0'Coaaor.

ks \ . . :
g 13. These changes, as indicated bel
. . available funds, viz. : 7 elow, absorb almost the wholo of the
Courts substituted for the abolished Sm . v
. all Cau
| Promotfon of Subordinate Judzes and District ieﬁﬁ::i‘;:’ - 80
. Promofxon of Clerks of District Munsifs’ Establishments o 2?,"1'00
— : . ,004
. Amount available g;:gé;
‘ :
o Balanee ... 48
No. 243. ORrDER THEREON, 27th February 1875, No. 480
o The proposals of the High Court are approved. Applicatio will bo at
5 mnde'to the Government of India, for the utilization of the fu ;s o en A oncs
able, in the manner suggested. : s rondered avail,
: (True Extract.)
i -
T o - o Aeting Clief Se
| C . _ cting Chief Secretary.
- “
S
- To the Tonorable the Judges of the Iligh Court.
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