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Proceedings of the Madras Goverranent, Judicial Department,
' 4th December 1874. . .

’

Read the following papersi— _
No. 41, TromA. WEDDERBURN, Esq., District Magistrate of Coimbatore,
" o the Hon. D, F. CARMICIIAEL, Aciing Chief Secretary to Govern-
- ment, Fort St. George, dated Coimlatore, 1:5th Novemsber 1874, No, 29,

A daucing-wornan, attached to the Visveswaraswamy temple in tl:is district,

. . . s . . o - 3 , - . 1 . .
has applicd to mo for sanction to. ddd;(,ato he;: mmor.uaaghtefs by tying *¢ Pottu ;"
piz., attacking 2 emall necklaco, inevidenesof her children being dedicated to such

tom pke-scrvice. . .

"9, 'This custom, in reference to tho prostitution which characterizes this
class of TCFEORS, has been treated as a criminal ofience by the High Court in
Proceelings, 4th Avgus 1870, C. R. A., No. 408 of 1863, Velawe V., figh Ceurt
Reports, page 415. ' ; . |

3. The petitioner, however, refers mo t2 3 case decided by the Session Judge

of Madura, C. B. A, No. 21 ¢f 1873, 31st

: " © Jaly 1873, wherein the performance of

this corezong by 8 patnral guardian was held not £o Lo eriinal offence, as there -
bad been no transfer of the child to o thicd party to be so dedicated.

4, The possible result may be much thosame to the child whoever dedicates
it;but 8 distinction bas Leen drawn, and 1 a2 not aware that the decision of the
Seasion Judge has been overruled. T o

5. The Session Judge of Madura was¢ not of opinion (by rendering such a
dedicatory ceremony 8 crimiral oct) that it vas the intention of the Legislature
6 tp suppross the whole class of daneing-giris Ly asilewind, ¢r in sn underhand

Cory ::nck»sed:

praancr.” . _
g, However this may o, on aceount of the diverso legal rulings on the

gabisgt, and for the information of the pefitioxcer, and for may own guidanco, Ibeg
V .‘ : . ) o, ® ~ -
to refer for justructions as to the disposal of this petition..

Referred for the opinion of sha Advocate-Gencral.

' ' * {By order.)

Fom‘_ e . . (Rigned) Do T. CARMICHAEL,

1k November 1874, _ Acting Chicf Scerelary.

T, ike Governmend Solicilor.

————— ¢

" Yo. 42, - TFrom IL. Q. PRICIARD, Esq, Government Solicitor, to the Ilon.
: D. F. CARMICIIAEL, Agting Chief Secretary to Government, Fort St.
" George, dated Madra;.-{ 27th November 1874, No. 666, forwarding the
following opinion of th:s Kdvocate:General i—
OTIN10N. _

I do not understand oa what ground the Magistrato's © sanction ™ is invoked
to the dedication of the children to tho service of the temple in this case, except
as a guarantee that the dodication will not be made the ground of penal procecd-
ings. The Magistrate ought not, in my opinion, to give any such guarantee; nor
does the wording of the Peral Code coable iim or any one else to assert boforeband,

e e
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aény ganction, or say anything about t,e 1y

~Magistraies, and to the Luspector-Geh,,

B
!
. - . "_ > S kd
. I A T““"""":“‘ .
Proceedings of the Madras. (v : cial D AT :
Madras. Gorernment, Judicial Department,
: 4% Dicember 1874. ' -
. rarrarmnnod

;mh certainty, \.vhether such a dcai(rutio;x would bo & criminal act or not. The
anguage f)f'Sectlons 372 and 373 is yomewhat wide aud, as is shown by the case in
Madr.as ligh Court Reports 415, willin some instances b:a deethed to cover the case
of children handed over to others for Jedication to a pagoda and the trade of prosti-
tation incidental thercto, On tho other hand it mighi well happen that, under

?ﬂl:rent f:xrcumstances, the dedication miglft not be deemed to involve such 8
distiuct dxspos.nl'of_ the minor with infent to hier employment in prostitation as to
Justify a convietion ; and I

e, Couvictic shoql(? think that, when dedications to a temr.)lo of this
¢ wero shown to be the habitual, traditionary, and recognised practice of any
people., the Courts would be reluctant to put on thc; Section a sense, which would
cause 1t to cperate in so oppressive a nanner. ' | |
2. The right course for the Magistrat

tter. -

(Signed) 1L S. CUNNINGIIAY,

2Cth Novemler 1874,". Adg-oca(e-Gcne}'al-

No. 43. OnoER ‘TeEREON, 41l December 1874, No, 2225,
Communicated to the District M
ral of Police.
(Trve Extract.) - _
' D. F. CARMICHAEL, :
Acting Chief Secretary. .

3

To the District Masistrate of Coimbatore. .
_»» all other District Magistrates,
»» the Inspector-Geueral of Police.

te, in my opinon, is to decline to g17¢

agis'trate, Coimbatore ; to all other District ;
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