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Proc}edz'ngs of the Madras G’orémmmzt, Judicial Department, éé 7
. L 11¢h June 1874.

l
No.58.  Real the following letter from Lieutenant-Colonel C. 8. IIEARN, g
Inspector-General of Police, to the Hon. D. F. CARMICITAEL, Acting :
Chief Sscretary to Government, Fort St. George, dated Madras, 27th May J
1874, No. 2005 :—
1
i
|

. With reference to G. O., No. 1601, dated 4th October 1873 I have the honour
' to report ‘the further progress of the nmotmtmn regardm" the ‘purchase of the
building occupied by my office. T

2. On the 10th December 1873 the Masonic Lodge Committee forwarded a

“valuation estimate of tho land and buildings ¢ prepared by a compctent professional

valuer” amounting to Rupces 27,814-3-7, stating at the same time that they were

" prepared to accept Rupees 25,000 as a ‘‘ very reasonable price.”  Copy of the estimate

is forwarded. The land and trees are valued at Rupees 4,670 whercas the Deputy .

Collector of Madras values them at Rupees 2,645 cnly. ) _ o

, 3. I submitted this estimate to the I’res1dcnoy District Engincer, who returned 'l
' it with a letter, No. 4830, dated 17th January 1874 (herewith enclosed), in which
: he points out that certain deductions must be made from the valuation of the Com-

mittee, viz, :—

. o RS, !
L For repairing the building ... ... ... . v .o 4,000 |
} _ For thirty years’ wear and tear ... ... ... .. ... 6,600 _ |
- = Total ... 10,600 ) J

( R I confers that T do nct understand the principle of this ‘double deduction. _Taking
| =T -ile-wedr and tear alone the price-of the” building (with Tand) would “be reduced )
’ to about Rupees 20,000. The value of the store-room erected by Government has not 1

oy . been included in either valuation.
4.. T replied to the Committee on the 21st January (copy of letter® enclosed),
¢ forwarding the remarks of the District
* No. 238. ' LEngineer and stating’ that independently

of professional valuatxon I considered Rupees 17,345 for house ajd land the outside
. - market-prico at present sclling rates of houses in Madras, especially considering the
' - - large sum which would have to be epent in repairs. _. . |
5. The Committee did not reply till the 10th April. T enclose their lctter, 3
in which they fix Rupees 20,000 for house and land as the very lowest-price they -
: can accept. .
! 6. On the 17th April I wroteto Lnow what sum the Lodge would be prepared to .
spend in 1°pairs should the Government wish to continue to rené the building,
2 D also whether increased rent would be demanded, and, if so, about what sum. '4
* ' 7. The Lodge Committce replicd on the 1st May that they would be prepared to S
A “expend any sum considered neccssary by the District Engineer on the condition that .
o twelve per cent. on the money thus laid out should be added to therent. This methed ' ‘
i of fixing housc-rent appcars to me to be quite inadmissible. Tho actual effect ‘ |
L. - (supposing Rupees 4,000 should be expended) would Le to raise the rent from Rupees
’ 90 to Rupees 130, but the principle secms objectionable.
f . 8. Thoe Lodge are doubtless tenacious of their propositions because they believe
= that the building is necessary to Government ; on the other hand, the building is uscless
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