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4 Proceedings of the Madras Government, Judicial Department,
| 6th May 1873. '

No. 49. Read tho following letter from Licutenant-Colonel W. J. WILSON,
Inspector-General of Jails, to the Hon. W. HUDLESTON, Chief Secre-
tary to Government, Fort St. George, dated Madras, 5th April 1873,
No. 58:— : ' : : '

Vith reference to the enclosed extract from the report of tho Superintcndent
of the Central Jail at Coimbatore for the year 1872, regarding.the rcaring of silk-
worms and the production of silk, I have the Louour to state that 1 think it will

‘be advisable to instruct Mr. Grimes to submit a proposal for placing this branch of
the manufactory on a more gatisfactory footing, which, I believe, may be done at

a small.expense. Up to date the worms have been reared in ono of the solitary

cells.

9 It will be observed that, since the commencement of the experiment in
November 1870 up to the end of 1872, cighty-four pounds of raw silk have been
obtained ; that foxjty-eight pounds have been sold for Rup_ees 312 ; and that there are
thirty-six pounds in store which at the same rate, viz., Rupees 6-8-0 per pound, are
worth Rupees 234, The cost of production is estimated at Rupees 741, which shows
a loss of Rupees 195, but the actual outlay in money was only Rupees 95, the difer-
ence, viz., Rupees 0646, representing the value of the labour of the five convicts
employed in looking after the worms and in cultivating the mulberries. Thisappears
to have been estimated at 3 Annasa day, which is high for the description of work,

at all cvents so far as regards the labour in tho plantation. However this may be
W10 BUdll AllUUUL UL luyur “Ieyuien tall edsiy be sparea in a‘largc'Jall, and,

considering that the worms are healthy, the mulberries flourishing, and that a fair

commencement has been made, I think it will be well to endeavour to make some
advanco as there ssems to be a reasonable prospect of success.

r——

- Esreacr from Annual Report of Coimbatore Central Jail for 1872.

28. The rearing of the silk-worm bas continued to be successful so far that there has been
no disease amongst the worms, and the malberry plantation flourishes, but the value of the silk
obtained has not covered the cost of production. Tho experiment .was commenced in November

1870 ; from that date to the end of the past year eighty-four pdunds of raw silk have been obtained ; )

the cost of production, including the labour of threc men to superintend the worms and two employed
in the mulberry plantation, amounts to Rupees 741-0-7. The valuo of silk, at Rupees G-8-0 per
pound, amounts to Rupecs 546, there is, thercfore, Rupees 193-0-7 to debit ; more silk might have
been obtained from the same extent of mulberry aud with the same amount of labour if we had bad
gufficient room to rear the worms in, and I think that, if we had a proper rearing-house near the
mulberry plantation, the production of silk would Le profitable. In fact it has been so already if the

_ labour is not csleulated, for tho actual outlay in cash from the commencement has been Rapees 3

iu round numbers, and the amount actually realized by the sale of forty-eight pounds of silk has
been Rupees 312, leaving a balance of thirty-six pounds of silk in store, the valug of which is
Rupees 23 4. . - ‘

29. The silk produced has been favourably reported on by Messrs. Stanes and Rouse,
merchazis of this place, who have stated that they could get a steady sale of from 200 to 300 ks,
monthly if I could supply them ; the price fluctuates considerably, tut they were of opiniowthat
if care was taken in the recling that Rupees 7 to Rupecs 7-4-0 per pound would be obtained for it.

30. A verysimple and cficacious recling-machine was sent to this jail by the orders of
Government ; it is esactly similar in its working to the primitive machive used by the vatives.
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Proceedings of the Madras Gorernment, Judicial Department,
Similar mackines might be casily malde up in the jail, I am unadle to state at what cost, as 1 Liave
- zat yet made oe, but I thick Rupecs 50 or thereabouts would be the arwount.
No. 50, Orver THLREON, Gth May 1873, No. 70C.
. . . 11 0
Tke Governor in Council approves the proposed extcngion of the silk manu
fuctare in the Colmbatore Jail, and will be prepared to sanction the cs:un:ates_wl(‘icz
sabmitted. It is desired that female convict labour may be cruployed on itras L‘;
Is asumed that no able-budicd convict is withdrawn from peast labour fcr t
purpise, but that only weakly prisouers aro so employed.
(Truo Extract.)
Acting Under Sceerelary,
for Chicf Secrelarye
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