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. Proceedings of the Madras Government, Judicial Department, ;
Tth March 1874, S ;

.
PUCINOIP VYN

, Read the following papers :— : ' 7
fNo..39_. + From J. F. PRICE, Esq., Acting District Magistrate of Salem, to
‘ the Hon. W. HUDLESTQN, Chief Secretary to Government, Fort St. .
George, dated Uttengeri, Tth February 1874, No. 39. .. '

1 have the honour to bring to the notice of Government the conduct of the

¢ Mr. Leonard, Inspector of Police. pohce officers marg%nally noted, with a

- No. 229, sccond-class Constable Mahomed Strong recommendation that the Consta-

Booden.  bles should receive a reward of Rupees !

.4, Gopaulrajoo. :

‘ 50 each, and that the Inspector of Police, '

* Mr. Leonard, should be promoted from second to first class. . . ‘ .

9. The circumstances under which I make this recommendation, in which I "

" am supported by the Session Judge and Superintendent of Police, copies of whose -
" communications are enclosed, are as follow. - ‘

3. In January 1871, one Bawker Sahib alics Umer Sahib was susiﬁected of !
having made away with a young man named Kadiriappah.  He was taken to the .
“then Inspector of Police of Qossoor (Kartikesa Pillay), and whilst a peon had gone ,
to bring Bawker Sahib’s mistress, with a view to testing the accuracy of the account ;
" which he gave of himself, he managed to slip away and was not ‘found for two
- years. His mistress, one Anni, the widow of a Police Pcon, who, I have not the
glightest moral doubt, was poisoned by her and Bawker Sahib disappeared shortly -
afterwards. Mr. Leonard succeeded Kartikesa Pillay, and was unflagging in his
_efforts to trace Mahomq§ Bawker. The man’s brothers and other relations reside .
“in Oossoor, and they, in answer to repeated inquiries, denied all knowledge of his |
whercabouts. Mr. Leonard, however, managed to learn that he was at Hyderabad, M
and sent people there. Bawker Sahib secms to have been kept well informed of .
cverything and to have moved thence. Ile was next heard of at Bombay, butthe
men sent there could not get tidings of him. e was then traced to Poonah, and !
“there our news of him ceased for nearly a year. - We subsequently found that he
.had teen to all three places, and having got wind of the inquiries being made
regarding him, had moved on. Mr. Leonard remained on the look out, and towards -
the cnd of 1872, Anni returned to Qossoor with a quantity of Mussulman property :
in Lior possession. = She was questioned regarding Bawker Sahib, but denied all
- knowledze of him and declared that she had acquired all that she had by working
"as a cooly. She admitted, on being asked where she had been, that she had visited -
Hyderabad, Bombay, and Poonah. Mr. Leonard came to me as soon a3 sho arrived, :
‘and I then told him to examine everything. that the woman had. We found that
-ghe possessed several articles of property from the Bombay.side, and putting this
.and the previous intelligence of Dawker Sahib together we made sure that she -
-kunew, as it afterwards tarned out that she did, where he was. Mr. Leonard’s view -
“was that Bawker Sahib being a bad chavacter had got into jail, and that Anni had -
“ brought the property back to Oussoor, in order to await his rclease. In looking at |
! her things, e found amongst them a blank stamp paper with a Canarese endorse- :
! meut upon it.  The name of the town mentioned in it was not knowa to any
" one at Oossoor. e concluded from this that, if Bawker Sahib was in jail, he was °
- either in Canara, or else in the Mysore territory or Coorg. . Two constables, the °

.men alluded to in paragraph 1 of this .letter,fand who krie’{;v‘Baii;ker Sahib well, were .i‘
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Judicial Department,
Tth March 1874.

then sent to Bangalore with the stamped paper, the descriptive-roll of the man

wanted, and a letter to the Superintendent. After seeing all the prisoners they '

returned saying that Bawker Sahib wasnot there. Mr, Leonard decided upon trying

b .
fercara next, and though Bawker Sahib was not in the jail there, the constables -

;:‘:::all’::g {::;1 ﬂge aﬁthontxes, wl}o rendered every assistance, that the stamped
then started off toorhg' t 31117 Veerajapett, in the Coorg country. The two men
attendants of a r tlls virage dressed as lascars, and passed themsclves off as
the stamp ven dorrec::: d y i:appomted Talug Overseor, | Arrived there, they went to
" servant of a Mus;ul «;u I-ld t.hat the person who had bought the paper was the
ascertained that }u;n;a% ;v13g in the town, and by quietly making inquiries, they
place. They also h ad bad a man living with him who was a stranger to the
but o'n goinz ta:) s&mea}fd (;f another stranger who was said to be an Ooszoor man,
rather freel; mentio,n ; ; urned Olft to }?e an individual, whose name having been
Oossoor some time :gol,nt(;ﬁilii;w; ::;:23: :’“iglary case, which had occu:red at
. . PR = b . .
O i ks B e o e 8T

pett with the master of the purchaser

of the

One of the constables then went with the Walt?:z}:sz’ oo b rged thatho ad gant
L

the authorities, and the other remained with the O which had been endorsed, to

coming, th ossoor suspect. On assistance
g, they went to the Mussulman’s house and questionelzl him. Ie replied

that th .
ere was no such man as Bawker Sahib with him, but upon being told that
o

there was proof that the man had been wi i

n with h :
tl}ere yet, he admitted that he had a man nam::lﬂ %?1(11 thsat e was suspected of being
his house. The constables went with him. w- °r Sah
found their man at dinner. ’

o ib who was a foreigner in
walked into the cating room and there

They immediatel i

. seized :
courageous thing to do, as they were unarmed, Zﬂd did na:i bandenfled. him, &
noted athlete and swordsman—was or not. Mavin 0t know whether he—a

him to Oossoor, a journey of nearly a fortnight
other of the men was handcuffed to him day and’ni ht,

. 4. After ]?avs:ker Sahib’s arrival at Oossoor, M%. L.eo f d
link of the chain in the evidence against him, had to .sen&rh had t? work up each
after a Sapse of two years it was very difficult to trace angr({; for witnesses whom
'month.s hard work put together the best circnmsté.f,t" 1ev: nally, after some four
seen since I have been in India. ‘ tal evidence case that I have

5. 1 committed Bawker Sahib to the Session Cc;urt where he w icted
) as convicte

of the murder of Kadiriappah and condemned to death
confirmed by the High Court, but which, upo —* sentenco which was

n ‘.

commuted to transportation for life. - o e petition to Government, was
6. He has now been sent to the Andamans. The Superi i

. personally told me that latterly he was very troublesomep, l‘lgtendent of the J a.l}

confinement on account of his seeking to get up an  eme talz’ had to be kept in

prisoners. . ute ™ amongst Lis fellow-

7. 1 enclose a copy of Preliminary Register ﬁo 1 :
. ' «1lofl

case havmg been before Government, it is notbnecessary for m?;i O: my ﬁlhe. Tl:'e

culars of it. Suffice for me to remark that, being intimately B«Cqufi ntu:ito t.t 1&: t}})lar n;.

and with the antecedents of Bawker Sahib, I consider him aruffian ifn?ordini i ;

g arrestfzd the prisoner, they took
and during that time one or the

- .
N A o

P
P
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" detecting the case.

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Judicial Department,
’ vth March 1874.

calibre. I myself would have hesifated from what I knew of him to have arrested
him in the courageous way in which the- constables now recommended for rewards
did. It is not often that one meets with such ¢ pluck ” on the part of natives,
and I think that the conduct of the Police in this instance, both as regards the
tracing and arrest of the accused and putting together atainst him a case, which
I trust has rid the country of him for ever, is worthy of commendation and
reward. ; '

8. I would have made this reference sooner, had I not first wished to see the
result of the petition to Government, and afterwards been asked by the Superin-
tendent of Police to detain it, as Mr. T.eonard had got into a scrape regarding the

~ escape of some dacoits who were in custody. Recently, however, Captain Hodges
" told me that he would not object to my recommendation going on. '

n—

Proceedings of the Court of Session of the Salem Division, dated Salem, 13th August 1873,
. No. 140. -

Read letter, dated 8th instant, No. 80, from the Acting District Magistrate of Salem, request-
ing to be favoured with the observations of this Court upon the manner in which the Session Case,
No. 40 of 1873, wherein one Bawker Sahib alias Umer Sahib was convicted of murder and sentenced
to death, was handled; and whether in its opinion the Police deserve reward for their conduct in

The Secssion Judge observes that if" as he concludes, it is .intended by the Acting District
Magistrate to call for an expression of his opinion on the eonduct of the Police in the detection of
this murder case, as the Judge who presided at the trial and convicted and sentenced Bawker Sahib,
which sentence has been confirmed by the High Court, heis decidedly of opinion that it was & masterly
piece of detection, evincing skill, patience, and acuteness, and reflecting great credit, not only upon
Mr. Leonard, the Inspector cf Police, but more especially on the Police Constables who executed
the warrants of arrest of the said prisoner. The Session Judge fully endorses the opinion of the
Acting District Magistrate that the Police are deserving of a reward on this occasion for thei.r gervices.

) ) (Signed)  T. F. ELIOTT,
Session Judge.

—

From Captain W. H. HODGES, Superintendent of Police, Salem, to J. F. PRICE, Esq., Acting

District Magistrate of Salem, dated Salem, 16th August 1873, No. 397.
I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt, this day, of your letter, No. 280, dated 8th
ingtant. . : . o ‘
‘9. T consider the conduct of the Police in working out the whereabouts of Bawker Sahib to
be very satisfactory, and I quite agree with you in considering that all the officers concerned are

~ worthy of reward; Mr. Inspector Leonard showed a very great amount of patience and persever-

ance in the manner he held on the case, and would not leave it under the most discouraging
circumstances, although the clue which eventually he did obtain was 8o slight that many
Inspectors would have despaired of working it out. That he was fortunate in his selection of
constables sent by him to work out his idea is due to the fact that he knew how to select his men.
T consider that, as recommended by you, the bestowal of astep in promotion would be the most
acceptable manner of rewarding him for his exertions ; there is no vacancy for a first-class Inspector
at present in this district, as Mr. Fullerton has been posted here from Vizagapatam, but that
“ officer is an Acting Assistant Superintendent of Police, and bis joining this district as an Inspector
is I believe doubtful, and I have no doubt bub that, under-the peculiar circumstances of the case,
were you to address the Inspector-General of Police on the subject, he might take the matter into

- consideration and would perhaps be able to provide elsewhere for Mr. Fullerton.

o\
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Proceedinjs of the Madras Government, Judicial Department,

7th March 1874.

3. The names and numbers of the constables who were employed in this case are as follow :—

No. 229, second-class Constable Mahomed Booden.
. 080, » » Gopaulrajoo.

Register of Preliminary Inquiry held before J. F. Price, Esq., dcting District Magistrate of

Col.

[ 24

2

2

-

W N

'S

[22]

. Names of the Witnesses for the Defence —None.

. Summary of the ffu,:ts proved or confessed—The first witness statt;,s that he had
_ son named Kadiriappah, who was murdered about two years and one mznt:

-3

Salem.

. Number of the Case—L. of 1873,
. Name of the Accused—Umer Sahib alias Bawker Sahib, Mussulman cooly.
. Substance of the Complaint—That you, on or about the 10th day of January 1871

within the limits of Perandapalli, in the Taluq of QOossoor, committed culpable
homicide amounting to murder, causing the death of one Kadiriappah, and tllz T

by committed an offence punishable under Section 302 of the Indian ,P 1 Cede_
and within the cognizance of the Court of Sessions. e Tede

. Name of Complainant—Regina, - .
. Names of Wiinesses for the Prosecution—1, Narasimhada; 2 Ij'mer Sahib ;

8, Moonigadu ; 4, Venketasamy Naidoo ; 5, Venketa Ramadu ; 6, Gopal Razu ;

7, Mahomed Booden ; 8, Thimmadu; 9, Nunjundadu; 10, Karthikesa Pillai :

11, Munaver Sahib; and 12, Mean Khan Sahib,

before the 28th February last ; that he does not know who murdered hi
one Tuesday evening the prisoner whom he knew before by sight ered him ; ’fhat
.hls cart to take himself and a lame friend to Oossoor : thati " came and hired
into the cart at dusk ; that as he was going to drive th; cart a,n; :ii‘l)nd man got
are those produced before the Court, and in which the pris ocks, which
man, whose featt'lres he could not see, were then sitting tOPOOSODer and tl.m. other
came and told him to go home, and himself drove thebt’:art So?r. Kadmap.pa,h
on the Wednesday, and that on the Thursday morning h aey ; that he waited
son, and walked on to Oo3soor, where le saw the cartgand.e bwﬁnt "
an'd }earned from the toti that the prisoner had left them :h ocks
wissing man had nof come ; that in consequence of what he he:;Z’ h:rfextlltla: ttlllxe
o the

authorities ; that the prisoner was g

’ ent for .
when be alleged that he knew nothine by the Inspector and questioned,
o9

Oossoor for fifteen days, and that, whi
for the prisoncr escaped ; that next
his son about quarter of a mile from th
hook on the head, and with his clot
admits that neither the murdered

prisoner, but says that there was
with regard to the sister of the for

t to meet his
at the stand

Ist & witness to prove this was being sent
ay he was sent for and saw the cor;se of
e road with three wounds inflicted by abill-*
hs and jewels around and upon him, He
man nor he had ever quarrelled with the

a quarrel betwecn his son and one Appajee
mer,

The second witness states that three days before he heard of the murder he met

Kadiriappah (Kadrigan) one bright moonlight night driving his cart into Oossoor ;
that it was then about midnight ; that he was taking his cart out to Shulagherry ;
that he stopped and talked to the murdered man whom he knew and g;ve hin;
gome snuff ; that Kadiriappah then told him that he was taking Bawker Sahib and
another man into Oossoor, and that he himself saw the prisoner, whom he knew
by sight before, sitting in the cart. .

The third witness, who is the bandy-stand toti, deposes that two years ago he

saw the prisoner,-whom he hag known for seven or eight years drive the. cart and

bullocks, which he knows well, into the bandy-stand, about 2 A.x.; that on his

a3 he had been ill and had not quitted
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Judicial Department,
 7th March 1874.

calling out whose the bandy was, the prisoner said that it was that of Kadiriappah,
with whom he (witness) was well acquainted, and added that Kadiriappah had
gone to his mother-in-law’s house ; that the prisoner came again at 10 o.M, and
fed the animals, and that the morning after first witness came, when he told him
what had occurred ; that be was present when the Inspector questioned the

' prisoner, who replied that he knew nothing, and had not quitted Qossoor for
fifteen days, as hehad been sick ; that whilst a witness was being sent for the
prisoner jumped over 3 wall and escaped. He further says that the day after
this he saw the corpse of Kadiriappah at the Manguttai on the Shulagherry road
(between six and seven miles from Qossoor), and that it had wounds on the head.

The fourth witness identifies the Mahazar marked A, and states that he examined
the corpse alluded to therein ; that there were three wounds on the head caused
by a sharp heavy instrument, one of which over the left eye had caused a frac-
ture of the skull and brought about almost immediate death,

He is of opinion that death must have occurred about two or three days previous to
that mentioned in the Mahazar, and says that the body was easily capable of recog-
nition by any one acquainted with the deceased. o

The fifth witness deposes that some three days before he heard of the death of
Kadiriappah he saw one Appajee with 2 man whom he believes to have been the
prisoner at a well in Shulagherry. He cannot positively swear to the identity of
the accused.

The sixth witness says that the prisoner, whom he has known for twenty years, was
taken by him to the Inspector some two years ago in connexion with this murder ;
that he went and brought the prisoner from the District Munsifs’ Court ; that the
prisoner denied when questioned by the Inspector knowing anything, and that
when a witness was being sent for the prisonei escaped from the Tuspector’s
backyard and could not be found again, and that Appajee also disappeared at
the same time, and has not since been seen. '

The seventh witness deposes that he is well acquainted with the prisoner ; that his
name is Bawker Sahib, and that he arrested him at Verajapett, in the Coorg country,
where he was then passing under the name of Umer Sahib. _

The eighth witness, who was the younger brother of Kadiriappah, corroborates the
first witness with regard to the prisoner’s having hired the cart and bullocks
outside the Court on the night of the Tuesday, and to Kadiriappah having driven
them towards Oossoor with the prisoner and another man, Whose face he did not
see, a8 passengers. -,

The ninth witness says that three days before he heard of the murder of Kadiriappah
he saw the prisoner and Appsjee loitering about the Shulagherry bazaar, and in
the evening saw them going towards the first witness’ house. He swears most
positively to the prisoner’s identity. i

The tenth witness, who is the late Inspector of Police of Qossoor, gtates that, on the
12th January 1871, he on a complaint preferred by the first witness sent for the
prisoner and questioned him ; that the prisoner alleged that he had for eight days
previously been ill, and had not left the town ; that be (witness) sent for the
prisoner’s concubine to test the truth of the statement, and that the prisoner, who
was seated in the outer yard, in the meantime escaped, and though immediate

search for him was made wasnot recaptured. He states further that the prisoner
denied all knowledge of the first witness or Kadiriappah, as also that he had been
in Shulagherry anywhere about the 10th of January.  He denies having held an
inquiry, and told the prisoner that he might go home.

The cleventh and twelfth witnesses prove that the prisoner resided at their village

" Veerajapett in Coorg for some four or five months before he was arrested, that he
B .
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Still the law does not require that motive should, in a murder case, be proved.

Evidence on this po.int 'is of course highly desirable, but it is not essentially neces-
sary, and the question in this case is one which can

There is one important witness whose evidenc

she -is. the late wife of the bandy-stand toti, who also saw the prisoner drive in
Kadiriappah’s cart and bullocks. She hag eloped with some one else, and though
eﬁ'ox:ts to tr ace her have been made, they have proved unavailing. The prisoner
. having admitted the use of another name in Coorg, and his having stated that he
came from Vellore, I do not consider it necessary to bind over the witnesses who

prove this point and who life in the other side of the Continent, to appear before
the Sessions Court. owi )

only be a matter for conjecture.
e I have not been able to procure, and

Col. 8, Result of the Inquiry—The Court considers that the evidence adduced before it

18 sutﬁciePt to. Jjustify it sending the accused Umer Sahib alies Bawker Sahib
to take his trial before the Session Court for the offence specified in the charge,
an'd the Court commits the said Umer Sahib alias Bawker Sahib to stand his
trial accordingly,

» 9. Date of Offence—10th January 1871,
» 10. Date of Complaint—14th Jaguary 1871,

» 1. Date of Apprekension or Appearance—28th February 1873.

s»  12. Date of closing Inquiry—16th April 1873.

» 13. Ezplanation of Delay—The delay between the date of complaint and appearance

was caused by the accused having absconded, He was arrested at

Coorg b
British territory, g beyond

: and produced on the 28th February. The Police then obtained
a remand in order to collect the witnesses, one of whom had to be brought from
the Mysore territory, and others from Coorg, distant eleven days’ journey from

Oossoor. The witnesses from Coorg appeared during the Easter holidays, and the
case was closed upon the first office day afterwards.

(Signed)  J. F. PRICE,
Acting District Magistrate.

Canp THALLY,
25th April 1873.

Referred to the Inspector-Generai of Police for his remarks.

" (Signed)  W. HUDLESTON,
Chicef Secretary.

Fort St. GEORGE.
13th February 1874,

No.40.  From Lieutenant-Colonel C. 8. HEARN, Inspector-General of Police,
to the Hon. W. HUDLESTON, Chief Secretary to Government, Fort St.

George, dated Madras, 24th February 1874, No. 754.

With reference to your endorsement on a letter from the District Magistrate of

Salem (herewith returned with enclosures), I have the honour to state that I shall

* be glad if the Government see fit to bestow the reward proposed for the two Police
Constables who acted with skill and courage.

2. Mr. Inspector Leonard’s claims to promotion will of course be duly consi-
dered when a vacancy occurs; butl do not think it.advisable that an absolute
promise of promotion should be made. I would suggest a pecuniary reward to
Mr. Leonard also for the acumen and perseverance displayed by him in this difficult
case,

-~ o

: ' Proceedz'ngs of the Madras Government, Judicial Department,
o Tth March 1874. :

No. 41. OrpEr THEREON, 7th March 1874, No. 386. -

The éovernor in Council sanctions the proposed reward of Rupees 50 each to
é the two Constables. The Inspector will receive a reward of Rupees 100, the
: question of his promotion being left to his superior officers.

2. Copy of the correspondence will be. furnished to the Inspector-General of

" Jails for communication to the Superintendent of the Andamans, agreeably - to the

| ;' expressed desire of the Government of India that the character and - antecedents of
i+ . all convicts sent to that settlement should be fully reported. . i
1 ' « - (True Extract.)
et .
Acting Chicf Secrelarp.

; ‘

: . " Co EE

o the District Magistrate of Salend.
,,  Inspector-General of Police. x

.» Inspector-General of Jails:

,»  Accountant-General.
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