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Proceedmgs of the Madras Government, J udicial Departm:ent,v
" 21st October 1870.  ~ -‘ R

Read the followmg lettor from the Secretary to’ the Gov
India, Legislative Deépartment, to the Chief Secretary to Govern
Saint George, dated Slmla, 11th October 1870, No. 68%:—

Iam dxrectcd to forward herethh four copies of the papers m'u'trmady noted,
“and to rcqucst that 1is Fxcellency the

ernment of -

A Billto oonaohdute the Law relating to Coroners
as smended by the Belact Committee. -
Treliminary Report of the Neleot Comuwittea on ‘the -

lbove-muxtwned Bili.
" with an early expression of his opml
. also procure, for the Government o
_Uigh Court, the AdVOcate-Gcneral,

Governor
Gow cr

on on the provisi
f Tudia in this Department, the oplmon

and the Coroner of Madras.

t .

ions of the Bx]l, and thathe will =
8 of the. N

_—-——-—

215t October 1870, ’\o. 1383 _
ecromb'letter and of tne Report_
overnor- -General thereon, -
al, and the Coroner of
n the pr o‘nswns of

OrpEr 'mrm,oz:,

A)pxes of the Coroners® Bill roferred toin the for

of the Sclect Committeo of the Le"rxslatwe Council of the G

wxll be forwarded to the High Court, t‘lo Advocate- Gcner

- Madras, with a request for an early expres:fiou of their opinions o

tho PWPOSCd enactment, a3 requned by the overnment of Indxa. R
' (True thract.) S

' Chief Secrebarye i

'l‘o the Tlonourable the Jud'vcs of tho II:gh Conrt. :
. . Advocate-General, . T .

Ead. J. Wﬁsht. '

ment Fort Y

in Council will favour 3 T
nment of India in this Departmen o
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_ ernment on s letter from the Secretary to the Governm

. Omnorn 1 which 30 now" under the ons

tho px‘oposcd enactment as requxred by the Government of Indxa. :

I‘oanAn\"anonGE, S L

—

fNé.' _’138_4, |

To
: Txm Hox, Ste C o8 SCOTLAND K,

OIzch Justzce of the High C’ourf d‘ Jua’zcature at Madra.s‘. o
IloxourABLE SIR, S

I am directed to transmit the accompanymo cOpy of fhie Proceedmas of Gov-
ent of India, in the Legisla-

¢¢ Bill to conso
ldcmubu ur the Lefrls]atlv
to- request an carly cxpre
to the provxsxons of o

tive Department, on the ‘subject of the
e Council of the -
Governor-Gcncral and, with reference thereto, ssion of

tho views of the Honourable the Judges of the High Court as

T , ; -Ihave thebonourtobe,
: Honourable Sir, .
Your most obedxent servant,

- st Octobcr 1870, .

Exd, J, Wright)
A e
Ll

lidate the . ]aws relatm" to e

i Saretor
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~CONTEXTH

- Per AVBLE. -

q@lt.l,o -3 :
i O ShﬂrHl e LT
Loeal extent.
(m;__monf:rmm.\,. N
p Twpml of enac strments.

~s

1]~z !mnf)hem. 0/' (urowrs.

2 Curnm-ﬂ of Calculw, ufalm« .mJ I,\.m,mv.,

e
* Their apy oomlm.n* wimenmn anl re nm«u.

- - Present € oroners. _
5. Corcuers to be pubhu st v:mts oL
6. Towar to hold othr" offices. - B

Oath to b" taken 'Lw Co:-onu'. S

l .
I -—«Deuw az'vl Pou mr rf' L")mner
& J urxsdu.tmn to enuire into “deaths. - o

Qe

9. Curoner 1 Le sent for when pri isoner dies.
.10.. Power fr;l old i squests o bodies within Incal
limits wherever Cause of du,ath eerreds

N Suo

l} Tower to disinfar bo]v‘

o ’_ - Sut.:nmma' R
. Tuquest may be o Sdml’ly

13, Olmmx‘n- Cours. .-

1t Jurors to bes wum. .

15.. View of bedy.

16. -Froclamation ht wum;vcs.

17, Summoning witnessos.

18, Tost v lens enmx-mhom.
I"cu to medical witnesses. -

19. decnc(- to be on oath
T videnes on ln.h'-}i nt m*‘u‘«vd
Inl u'pru.[x.r
Quosuoms gug

ﬁ'-’() . Coroncr to take dowt
' ¥ jtnesses to 830 r.cwﬂ,non ks
© Corouner 0 bnlrsu'bc der ‘bmuns. .

21, Adjovncnuut of ipqueste <
mup to jurye
qumtlox.. e

3 eulem,c in wrilmg,

rRW up in

03, . Coroner todl
UIHltIOD.

g Conlents ol' mq
Form of iniuisit

) ocedure when v 1
culn..ble hu mcu,v

0(.11('0.
- Coroner mav

"26. quvusmone
o of tonmn, -

1on. - o
erdict ummmls to murder,
ot - l\nlm-' Ly negli-

1s<ue “al'f'\“t i munnt :.ncusnd
uot 1o be qua‘lu'd fm \_\m.t

€

n-.voctul b} ur) T ""_ . o




"_Sec.tions.' T _
.27, Cessation - of jurisdiction .as to . treasure
' trove and wrecks. o
_ 1 K_—-Cb_réaien’ Juries. .

28, . Fine on juror 'n:agleétin.g to attend. _.' __. '
" Certificate as Yo, defaulting juror,
. 7" Service of copy of certificate.
9. TLevy of firie.

. 30._' Jurors mot ta "b'g_slxnx.m011e3...3 twice mtha o

'...-_‘year. B R
- 81 " Jurors on inguesis on prisoners, | .-
7. .-—I&'igld‘_é‘d}iil LiaZ?’li!_z'e.{ of Coro:»zer?_,
- 82, Coromer'sealary. . . .. ‘
" 83.  Disburseracnts to be repaid.
"» 34, - Power to appoint deputy. =+ -
- “TRevocation of appointment. - - R S

35, Exemption from serving on juries. - "7
56. . Privilege from grresic . 0 '

§7. " Pendty fob fuliurd to comply with Act. o

98, . Limitation of suwitss = o
- Tmsr Scurovre.  Enactmonts repealed,

Spcoxp Scnrprii.  Ferm of inquisition.
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H : Consolidate lhe laws relating to Coroners.
' e T o . WiukgEAs it is expedient to consolidate the laws .
| P relating to Coropers 1n -the
l‘ L. ble. . Presidency Towns ; Itis hereby
" enacted as follows :— S
;: ‘ ' . . . ' _ I.—-;-I’re_i_iminqry.‘ R
Vo o . ' . 1, 'This Act may be called
' Short me', n s« The Coroners’ Act, 1870X . -
I . ' It extends to the local limits of the ordinary
H ‘ ' : _ original eivil jurisdiction ofthe .
" Local extent. High Courts of Judicature ab .
r! ) Fort William, Madras and Bombay. .
- ' ' And it shall come into force
Co.mmencemenf. on the pa'ss'mg therepf. iy |
‘ 9. The enaclments . men- .
2 Ropeal of emacts’ tioned in the Schedwe herete ~ -
. ments. - . annexed are repealed. ca
k ; : .
- 1 Appointent of Coronerd-
"' 3, Within the local Jlin1i'ts_lof.mt'ihs%__;c°t§g:‘”‘;y
; (‘(')roner’s ~oi Cal- Ong,;\lll:)f ti:”sai‘ll High Courts | -
. cutta, Madras _aud . eac : Such .- -
‘ { - Bombay. " there shall be a Cor(}),mr('joroner -
v Coroners shall be called, 1'espcct1v1ev[‘y:ir tse ond the -
‘ of Calcutta, the Corener of Madras, a0¢ T
! Coroner of Bombay. .~ = Ll
: 4 E shall
! ) ' 4 I;vcr()l' suah,:gc%e suS-
: Their appointment, be appolnte an
“"’P‘:“’i“s aud  re- yend[;ﬁ or removed by the L?C“I
v : moval . Qovernment. - T
i ) : : : . o . > .o ghall b8 -
; : : Jing such olice shall be.
p - 5 o - . _ Lvery person .110(;:& ggli,ltzbhave Deen n‘ppomtﬂ
:E . . T Present Coroners. undcr thiﬂ Act. . ..
ft,: ' . . . : ) ;.. Lo . . ublic.
l' o S .5, -Every Coroner eh:u “gt ]_ieen;ﬁg meguing. :
| ' : : - ... gervan
g S . Coraners 0 1% of the Tndian Penal Code-~
v c . R o [N
| ]‘.‘ _Pu - ) -' -.. 6 All _Coroﬂef m'ly }ll;i)(lg
"';: o : Powe}w'holdother simulumcomt’y any ot.xer o :
P . offices. noder Government. ST
;' e S ; the
" o fter & pomted to.
! 7. Every pemggm:eezérﬂ Corongr shall take an(: o
' - oot to Do taken " gubseribe, 3fef°ffigt?n2:osrt, pOgEET
: i - .- py Coronels . - Judges o1 tiag Of -
[" f ' ‘ "tl that be will (sithfully discbarg® the debiss €.
; : ' oath ) . o
B ' .| j his office. -~ - ‘
..' e \ i : I[I’Dﬂi"” and Powers of Coroners. .- o
1 a : ' . Coront::x; is informed that the death' i
- ; g,  When VO % iy person has been cz_xqﬁa -
N ; R o yivion to o8 by accident, homicide, 5}1101 &
1 : Jurisdic Lknown
{ K {: A ' quire into dosth® ' " op suddenly by !??ﬁ:ruﬁa: ‘:iied'
' 5‘ : ' ‘being @ Prisone
i L or that any porson BEE S L
S N : ! * ! m pmsoﬂ,
N ,1 .l ) \.
)\i" , i 1' ‘ . \ v . s
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and that the body is lying within the place for -

which the Coroner is so appointed, the Coroner
shall ingnire into the cause of death. '.

"Every such in(illifj shall be deeraed a Judicial -+

{;roceediug ‘within the meaning of section one

undred and ninety-three of the Indian Penal™

Code.

" 9. " Whenever a prisoner dies in aprisonsitnate <.
" ' within the place for which a
"Coroner is so appointed, the .-
Superintendent of the prison

Coroner to be rent "
- for when prisover dios.

shall send for the Coroner before the body. is buried.

" Any Superintcndent failing herein shall on con-

- viction before a Magistrate be punished with fine
- . .pot exceeding five hundred rupees, IR

©./10. Whenever an inquest oﬁght_-td be holden
po_cw o 0 on any body lying - dead within

- inq}‘:‘é;zr. 0;" ‘bg’d‘zg _ the local limits of the Jjurisdic-
within local * limits, - tion of ‘any Coroner he shall
Yhersver cause of hold such inquest, whether or
_death ccourred. ot the: cause” of ~death arose

. within bis jurisdiction.. R
o 1L A Coroner may order a body to be disin-
S - o terred within a reasonable time

.'bull’;?:{,e d:‘:in‘t:;xifi‘: _after the death of the deceased -

- - person, either for the purpose’

,’: ‘of tuking an original inquisition where none has i '
" “been taken, or a further inquisition where the first ~

- was insuffictent.~ . e T - :

"~ 12.  On receiving notice of any death mentioned

Summoning jury. .

. liable to serve as jurors under “Act No. XIII of

place to be specified in the summons, for the pur-
" pose of enquiring when, how, and by _what means

- _ the deceased came by his death,.

Sunday.

may be held on a Sunday, -

. 13. Whén the time arrives, the Coroner sh:ﬂi -

L pertng Comet. . proceed to the place so speci-

clamation, and call over the names of the Jurors,

14, When a fall jury 1s in attendance, he shall
- administer an oath to each Juror

i *Jurors to be sworn, : SaT;
. S to give a true Verdict accordine

. jury to view the body.

"5 View of body. - ';'e?cagniue the body at the - first :
T sitting of the'inquest, and tha

::-:l~-§.s the appearance of the body requires, .
‘ 3 1§.'f _ The Coroner shall then méikéfrbé]:im
' Prodamation. gor 10T the attendance of wibnesses,

B “’it/.‘u.k".'qi_\ﬂ’ AR f._Ol‘,':\\‘hem q.:‘.:") il_h{\l)f‘y i3 culle

death, - -

SN 17.‘2 Tt shall be the duty of atl béréons acaainted
s .,. ._ '. (.'. E D

_ e ” g the death to appear befora
cL . -the inquest as witnesses, and

~the - Coroner shall enquire of sueh circumstances

G

N
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T -

P I O TR Y
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.
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_in gection eight the  Coroner '
.. shall summon five, seven, nine, . =
" eleven, thirteen or fifteen persons qualified and . :

1865 to appear-before himt at ‘a time and

' {‘/":“1‘."' " ;H'ty;'be' on - ﬁ_:'Any inquest under this Act .

PEIUSNRLEC A

tied," open the Court by pro. -

Vs

oy

SSETIIY o Bt owta R o et

“to the évidence, and shall then proceed with the =~ -

MEFLTrae

SR 15, Thé Corbp_l'er'.é.ﬁcll the jury. shall view anllf' e

-

v g

.. Coroner shall make such observations to the jury
atié’gi. '::-: -

- Oh. wher ;
ciereo oo dusted duoseeret, - shall eall i
éepaiately sach as know sojthing concerning the

“- with the eircumstances attend- -

s * majonity-

‘nnd the cause of the death, and if before or during - -~ -
-the enquiry he is ipformed that any person uc:E
.give cvidence material hercto, may 1ssue 2 ds -
mons requiring bhim to attend and give evidend
on the inquest, DS T st
18. " The Coroner may. direct the performance
o of a post mortem examinatiod, .
Pt mortem essnis  yeieh or without an analyeis of L
motions. the contents of the stomachor . . “.-
. intestines, by any medizal. witness surpm?‘ng‘ih:ﬁ
attend the inquest, and . every such witness all
. ' " be entitled to such veasouablé -
Foos tomuedical Wit 1 muneration - as  the Coroner

H

.IIN.V'S e o thinks ﬁt‘ R Do BRSEES >
" ' 19.. All evidence given under this Act sheil be -

: ~and the Corouex shall .- =
ouil";‘.'idmw r be;fm fg %ﬁg:x'a ‘;-z')dreccive evidgmz‘e on - ' “
" Evidence oo behalf  EBehalf of the -pm'ty' (lf dl{l;}i SRR
of ncoused.. - accused of causing the deat -
of the deceased person. = S :

ted with_the TFinglish Jau-.

Vitnesses unacquuainted | e
i : i guage ‘shall - be- exz_miu}ed A
Intespreter. . through “the medium o 20

' 4 {o interpret truly
s terprefer, who shall be sworn 10 10 .
::;tf\l:tg;ctﬁc’ aath s the questions put to, and the
answers given by, the witnesses. | . 2 ﬂ -
p - M \C I IR
- " oach witness has been ~examined, .
Aer cach W Coroner shall enquue whether

L Q;,.ﬁtious suggested  {he jury wish any further ques~ -~

_ ! itness,
. by jury.  tions to be put to the WSE)u‘lﬂ
L andif the jury wish that any such anestat PR
ST be put, the Coroner shall put them aceoraibig -
o or shll commit to wrfing the ..
: 90, -The Coroner shai & { the evidencd ...
' N tnke material parts of the d shall -
. .;. N i cmunalri‘.l::c' Tin g‘i\'ﬂu to '_th'e urys an to- the
' . down - €V rp:\d ovit su(lh pal‘ti t o .
] then procure his signatare thers 0.' K
] then procure AR ES  ghal bo,
. wofusine so to 10 EUY '
guy witness VL%':QETCJ to have comqntu‘{lo*;‘; K
. . Coadep . section (O o
gen - offence - wnder Bignty of __;the‘ Lo

L wyiting.

o . witness an

© Wilnessen o 8iER
C deporitien T huodred - sud

~Indian Denal Codg;

ot depe ;{"mn:“b beesvuell)‘:cribed by the COI‘OHOT -
 acritie deposte _ '21 .The Coroner MY u?- -
'uuru.thc inquest fmn;' hﬂ; @ -
time, and from place 0(1‘ oner .
.. L . . -]]0. .0!‘_
e inquest 1% gfl’fﬁ;?ﬁe\«; 19 :—;‘tf:cnd S
znuﬂe-’_)wi’ and notify {?-'»ﬂ.w s
; quist . W)

Aﬂjournml’“t of -
inquest. o

" Whenever tl >
_ shall take the rccogn> e

at the tine and place 0 i}hera
© @itneses when;aud owhers
- procended 1.

o feen cxamined,
L tpesses have beed 825
99, When all th:h‘;lCumner ghall suro; ni’d:ﬂl‘i
.o - rares fidl 18 "
. . o s 10 ﬂwlja}y, AT
- Coroner b Aum BE '.wac? ;;:ll then consider 8t their,
VL foj“")'- SR o Jur‘v .h it SRR .A Gy
L. . ; . ‘.-er.-llcb.":?" i e ’ .
SN 4 R Y T »rOREr
L o verdiet AR ~de1n'cr€~1,'_“,l_c (;turi!-ir'.n' -
23, W hen the hail deaw "up the }nqm.f_t o
:ccr.-nling to the imd_mg' . pob -
sary, - OF when 1'1-"’_ mry -;‘s“ il S
S e o the opinion. 0f - HE
acCardifla “ T e

. Coronée to drsw up
- joqubntion

. puanimous

. Lot
R LT




(4)

24. Every inquisition under’ thia Act shall
Contents of inqui- _be signed Ly the Coroner with
sition. . hie name and style of oftice

.and by the jurors, and

‘sball - set forth— _
(1) where, when, and before whe inquisi
tion is bolden, e whom (he luquii-
(2) who the deceased is,
(8) where his body lis, L
(1) the names, of the jutors and that the
present the inquisition upon oath, : i
© . (5) where, when and by what meaus
deceused cnm’e by his death ; iml e the
- (6) if bis death was occasioned by the crimi
act of anotlier, who is guilty thereof.y rominat
. If the name of the deccased be unknown, he
may be described 8s a certain person to the jurors
uskocewn. . ' :
Every such inquisition may be in the form sct
forth in the second Schedule to this Act, with
guch variation as the circurnstances of each case
require. . : : T
. 25. " \When the verdict .is that the death Im's
" Dbeen caused by culpable homi-

Procedure  where . 3.+ .
verdict amounts to cde amounting to murder,” or
té ‘culpable homicide - not

N -

13

murder, coulpable
amounting, to  murder, or by

bowicide, or killiug
by peghgence.

act, tise Coroner.
person knowing 6r
loucLiug such maurder, . homicide,
appear at the next’ criminal sessious at w

trial i3
. evidonae against the party charged. -
..~ The Corouer shall certify and subscribe such
" Comner to_certily recognizances, and deliver the
and . doliver inguisic Same, together with the inquisi-

-+ tion, depositious, and

Lilling by a rash or megligent
skall bind by recognizm?ce any
Weclaring anything material -

officer of the Court in-which

rwimcm. :
_the trial is to be, before or at the opening of the -

- Court.’ PR
hall . nlsio;" :\v};eré . the ,ve.rdict.

TLe Coroner &
- . justifies bim in so doing, issue -

W C ominsb: 4 -
Wareant  against: hig warrant for the -apprehen- '

L . sion of the person accused and -
. commit him to prison, or if be be already in prison, .

jssue a detainer to the ¢
jail in which heis. ~ L

person accused.

i
Y

' .In.qu.isitiom not to ; s 1
- be quashed for want upunhot‘!by : nx m
. of form. . quashe Jdor; _apy :
S o defeets T
7 In any case of technical de
I . Nigh Court may,
©" Amendment of in fig ‘order the inquisi

| quisition.

T T amended, and the same shall -

: _fothwith Le amended accordingly. - RIS SR
27, It shall po longer be the duty of any 5o Sun
N ' f treasure . -

Ceiation of juris ‘Coroner to enquire
©Lees urs- , " y
. dickion w to trensure’ trove or wrecks, or to exec
. trove und wrecks. " process;

v

ute”

'{: :‘lob;"xferre(.l .By th'i:s. Act. - 1i

flicer m _clmrge' of the '

S 926, :No'-ir.xtlluisition" found s
quest shall be
te_:chnical s

Ifec't', a Judgé of the " .
if he thinks . -
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R T PR 5 . : . - 3 w - e c . . e Lo
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VRS R S e YRS A e S S PN shall be examined through an interpreter, that questions suggesfod by the Jury. shall be put, PR '.;
A A PR ST SRR ST S N and that the Coroner ehall take down the material parts of the ev1dm}ce. 10“"?'; 1 given . |
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) P U : O SN in the second schedule, - S A e : ;
- . L . . A Y o : ; '}..4'_1 'y ) . - .. ] - : . .
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