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‘Proceedings of the Madras Government, Judicial Department,
” for the month of May 1860.
.M
Rcad the following pagers :—
everend R. CALDWELL, L.L.D,,

dras in Council, dated 15th March 1860.

re you the accompanying correspondence with J. Silver, Esq.
be so good as to take into consider-

d to request that you will
f the right of all castes to the equal use of .
derstdod to have been ¢ finally settled”

dated 28th January 1859, up-

’

No. 38. From the R Palamcottah, to His Excellency - the
Governor of Ma

1 have the honor to lay befo
, the Magistrate of Tinnevelly, an
ation the propriety of gettling the disputed question o
the public streets and highways, a question which was un

by the decision of Government in their Minutes of Consultation,
held and confirmed by a Despatch from Her Majesty’s Secretary of State for India, dated the

o8th July 1839, but which, as it appears to me has again been unsettled, in this District, by a
y PP , has ag y

Notification issued by the present Magistrate of Tinnevelly on the 17th Decernber ultimo.

in a local dificulty of small
od as to comply with my
f the Notification and its

ginated, as you will perceive,

> which that Officer was 80 80
meaning ©

My reference to the Magistrate ori

_ jmportance in itself, and with respect ¢
led to a correspondence with regard to the

herwise with the decision of Government.

n the general questio
ur attention to this
ay obtal

request ; but it.
conformity or ot

It is solely with

by the Notification,
in the hope that the commusity 2
what the views of Government really are,

n of public right, as affected
correspondence, and I do so

respect to its bearing upo
n the means of ascertaining

that I now beg to solicit yo
t large in this District

.

ot s

From the Reverend R. CALDWELL, toJ. SILVER, Esq., Collector and Magistrate of Tinne-
velly dated Taruvei, Panjamahl Talook, 18th February 1860, -
s before you and to beg your interference.

arge village inhabited mainly by Mahommedans, but
s, most of whom have long been

" I have the honor to lay the following particular

The place in which I write this is al
ntaining also a population of about 600 Shanars and Pariar
Christians. A road passes through the village from East to West, and this constitutes the prin-
There are streets, or rather roads, crossing this North and South, but this principal

assing through the village from Last to West. On each side of it are

At each end of the village are the
and when it is ngcessary for people of those castes to go East
rincipal street, precisely as is done by the Mahommedans.

- daily in the principal street, attended by all classes of people.
in question is a public street and a public highway. .
,as been raised to the marriage processions of the
‘When Christians are married, they go to the
ried there, and in doing so, thiey necessarily go

cipal street.
street is the only way p

- Mahommedan houses. :
or ‘West they always g0 along the

There is also a sort of market held
It will thus appear that the street

1 beg now to mention that an objection l
Shanars and Pariars passing along this street.
station where the Missionary resides and are mar
in an orderly and becoming manner, in a sort of procession,
insignia that might cause irritation. As the residence of the P
this village, and as Edeyengoody, the station at which I reside and where alone marriages are
performed, lies some miles to the westward, it is necessary for Pariar Christians in the event of
their getting married, to go from East to West through the village, and then to return home
from West to East, passing through the village again. There is absolutely no other road along
which they can go in that direction. North of the village there are felds and hedges, butno
road East and West. South of the village there is the téri, or range of red sand hills, but again

po road East and West.

There can be no conceivable objectio
om the Church, except the objection that the p

street to and fr
. #{ahommedans and that the marriage party are Pariars.
‘ A

ariars ‘is in the Eastern part of

passing along the public

n to the marriage procession
t is inhabited mainly by

ublic stree

houses inhabited by the other castes, -

but without tom-toms, flags, or any o

[ )
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Judicial Departnzenf
JSor the month of May 1860. <

—

I beg also to state that on several occasions already Pariars and Shanars have passed t} h
the public street in question in marriage procession without hindrance, and evf o 1 N
objection being expressed. : 0 without an
. On the 29th November ultimo, an instance of this sort occurred, when the Mettu f
this place was present to keep order, by the directions of the Police Awin of this DP*_E.Of1 o
that of Padukkapatt. On that occasion every thing was perfectly quiet. It has be ivision,
that a marriage shall take place on the morning of Tuesday, the 21st instant, The ;;r_‘(‘]"r:nged
is a Christian Pariar of this place, the Bride a pupil in the Female Boarding School Nl Ee(;rc')om
goody. On its becoming known that this marriage was about to take Placeo the 2at eyen-
of the village signified their intention of preventing the marriage Pchssion’ from a o.mmedans
the public street. learing this, I have come to the place and sent for the Mett passing along
Village Munsiff to request them to take measures to protect the wedding part ; Pe(;)n and the
peace on the occasion. The peon is the very person who was present (?n xt)he Z an .keep the
former marriage, but he now raises an objection, He is before me as I write, a dcci;&?n of th.e
words: ¢ I should be very happy to give my help as before, but a new PYO(:lal’n [t] : :Se are his
ed, which bas altered the previous law. Heve is the proclamation (or Notifi ation has appear-
seat Collector, dated December 17th, 1859, which forbids all processions o;‘cstlon) of the pre-
caste in streets inhabited by people of other castes.” I have questioned ¢l e people of on.e
interpretation of the Notification. I have informed him that there will be e accuracy of his
the “ procession” will consist merely in a2 number of people walkicg to C}:lo n}]luflc' and that
manner, one of them mounted on a poney, but his reply still is, that in the f; urcf in an or(‘lerl y
tion, he cannot allow Pariars to walk, even in the humblest sort of marr] ace o tl.xat Notifica-
a street inhabited by Mahommedans. ' ) friage procession, through
. Under other circumstances I should have called upon the Police Amin of the Divie:
protect the marriage party In their lawiul use of the public street, but as it i e szvfsxon:to
" issued by yourself which is put forth as the ostensible ground of the’ rohibiti ls~a l\otlﬁcat{on
the matter at once to your motice. P lon, T beg to bring
May I beg the favor of your issuing an order in the matter as soon as possib]
marriage cannot take place prior to your decision being made known, without Sndg:n"ee’r-for :{w
sering the

peace.
If my application as a Missionary in behalf of his people should i

1 beg to add that I stand to the Bride in loco parentis, shI; being an 2: ‘ifnsxder?d .out of order,

ing School. Phan pupil in my Board-

—
——

Translation of Order issued by J SILVER, Esq., Magist .
201, February 1860, » Hlagistrate of Tinnevelly, to Deloyets, dated

Order to Huzoor Deloyets, Réﬁgﬁ Sv;fami Naik ald Suppa Naik
Pa Naik,

Whereas it has come to my knowledge that it
: as ¢ 2 ! t 1s the cu
nected with the Missionary, in the village of Taruvej i the lizgﬁmf:;ltg‘eé 1PeoP]e who are con-
uq, when a marriace
(-]

takes place amongst them, to go to and return from the bungalow of the M;
4 ie Missionary by wa
y of

the public street of the said village ; that hitherto there has b

@ but that, with reference to a marriage that is to take place as bee .
village are now intending to hinder the marriage party f:(::orr '
that the Mettu peon, who says that there was no hindry passing alang the said street «
_to the objection that is now newly made, nce on : i

You are therefore to go hereupon to the gaid v:
. € 5a :
no sort of hindrance may be offered by any Persoftvmﬁge’ inform all the
as it has been customary, and after the marriage } ot
and give me information of what has taken ol :ce S ove

MaaisTRATE'S OFFICE,

i people distinetly ¢
e passing along the aforesaid public‘:y strcl*::

r, bring hi
» bring hither the aforesajq Mettu peon,

TRICHENDOOR,
20th February 1860, (Signed) 7, SILVER.
(An exact translation, R, CALDWELL)
®

. way interfering with the contemplated marri

_ have been owi

Procqedinérs of the Madras Government, Judicial Department,
Jor the month of May-1860.
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From J. SILVER, Esq., Magistrate of Tinnevelly, to the Reverend R. CALDWELL, dated
24th February 1860, 1To, 51.

On receipt of your letter of the 18th instant,
with instructions to see that no obstacle was offered to the m

the Villagers what objections they could raise to it. My Deloyets have
ce of some of your people,

I sent two trustworthy Deloyets to Taruvei
arriage procession of your people, -

and also to enquire of
reported, that having questioned the principal inhabitants in the presen
they stated they never had the slightest objections to the marriage party passing along the street
and whoever had informed you that they had any wish to oppose it, had misrepresented the
case to you. The Village Munsiff fully confirms this. The Mattu peon on being sent for and

questioned by me, denies that he considered the Notification of 17th December last, as in any
age procession. The street in question is perfectly

without any previous intimation to the Native

free and open to your people, as to any one else,
tual obstruction be offered, you would of

Police authorities being required. Should any ac
course receive the necessary aid from the authorities.

From the Reverend R. CALDWELL, to J. SILVER, Esq- Collector and Magistrate of Tinne-

velly, dated Tuticorin, 15th March 1860. ) .
nd obliging manner in which you took
e free use of the public street or high~ .
t contained in my letter of the 18th

I beg to offer you my best thanks for the prompt a
measures to prevent my people from being deprived of th
way in the village of Taruvei, in accordance with the reques

ultimo,

The objections which were raised, or anticipated, proceeded from the misapprehension of
e freedom of streets, and the assurance that was given me by the

your views with respect to th
tion that was felt, turned
rd

Mettu peon that an order from you would entirely remove any objec
out to be correct.

I have also the bonor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 24t
you informed me of the report made to you by the Deloyets and of the state

h ultimo, in which
ment of the Mettu

peon.

With respect to the report made to you by the D
content that the denial of the principal Mahommedan inhabitants of Taruvei that they felt any

objection to the marriage procession should be accepted. It appears to me, however, that the
readiness with which they stated that they had never entertained any objection of the kind must
ng in some degree to the order which you were so good as to issue.

being sent for and questioned by yourself,

eloyets, I beg to say that I am perfectly

With regard to the denial of the Mettu peon, on
« that he had considered the Notification of the 17th December, as in any way interfering with
the contemplated marriage procession,” I beg to say that I should have felt a good deal of sur-
prise if he had admitted in your presence, that he had attributed to a Notification of yours a mean- -
ing of which you did not approve, and on account of which he found that you had ordered him to
be sent for. It is not quite apparent to me why you inform me of his denial. It was so natural
that a Native peon under those circumstances should shift his position, that it scarcely appears to
be necessary for me toreiterate the assurance which I formely gave you, that in my own presence,
and in the words reported in my letter, he stated to me his belief that the Notlﬁcatmn in ques-
tion rendered the intended marridge procession illegal. He read to me the Tamil translation of
the Notification, and in reply to my arguments, founded on what I supposefl to be the law of
the case, as finally settled by the decision of Government, and on what I conjectured that your
;ntentions must have been, he adduced various expressions contained in the translation, which
he believed to prove the hccuracy of his view. e repeatedly stated that if an order were issued
by you to the effect that the procession might take place, all difficulty would be at an end, and
that he should then be happy to do as I wished. As it was evident that the peon was fully
f the Notification was the correct one, Tdid

persuaded in his own mind that his interpretatidn o
grieved by the line he took, and for ’this reason, when the Deloyets

not feel myself at all ag

e s T e e e e
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Proceedings of the Madras Gevernment, Judicial ﬁepartmenl,
Jor the month of iday 1860, |

Ay e,

arrived wi .
poon haglitn}tl):;u; order, _and 1t appeared probable from the expressions used therein that the
you would not be o dst 19“}‘!’3: I requested them to inform y6u in my name, that I hoped

e scvere with him, secing thgt his error, whatever it was, appeared to have been

unintentional.

I am much obliged to
ultimo, that ¢ the street i
without gny previcus intimation to the Police au
your Tamil order to the Delo yets,
which the legality of the processio
the accuracy of the Mettu peon’s i

f -
you for the assurance you have given me, in your letter of the 24th

thorities being required.” From the tenor of
of which I'append an exact translation into English, and in
n was based wholly on the ground of usage, I had feared that
nterpretation of the Notification had been confirmed.

of th;r;leogl;%ili yyz\; t];]a:e :):;n slo kicd as to give Ime an assurance in your letter of the ?hh ultimo,
referred to, st s the[; cular processicn wu’snch was contemplated along the purtxcu}ar street
permission, T tea.sfonhaslslgned. in your .J.amxl order to the. Deloyets for conceding your
- iy atof the awfulness o? this use of tli\e public streets, but merely the cir-
nee (:W ich I had incidentally mentioned) that similar processions had taken place before
the pubhca:\tlon of your Notification, and had nct then been objected to ; as the reasons by which
you state in your letter to me that you have been influenced in coming to this conclusion will
not :be apparent to the Native inhabitants of the District; and as the interpretation of the
Notification which was given me by the peon is generally held to be correct, there appears to be
reason to apprehend that disputes and collisions respecting the right of way may continue to take
place from time to time between rival castes. There is a place in my own neighbourhood in
which I regard it as perfectly certain that any attempt on the part of the lower castes to follow
the precedent set them in Taruvei, so long as usage and caste are supposed to determine what is
lawful, will lead to a collision. From the day that the Notification was published, every Native
whose opinion of it I have been able to ascertain has fallen into the error of the Taruvei peon.
Probably also this is not the first instance you have met with of a similar misappreheunsion being
entertained, either by Natives or by Europeans. I trust theref‘ore_ you will be so g:ood as to
excuse the liberty I take in suggesting to you ﬂ"e propriety ‘ff lssuing some explanation of the
Notification which may have the effect of removing existing misapprehensions. ‘The Native offi-
cials employed in your own Cutcherry may be presex.‘ve(.l fr‘fm error by your oral e%planations,
but the vast majority of the inhabitan-ts oi: the. District, mcludmg.all minor oﬂ‘lc.lalf, will be
obliged to look for guidance to the Notification itself, the text of which, especially in its Tamil
shape, will be found, I fear, to favor too much the pretensions of caste.

Permit me to show how the case appears to me to stand. The following extract from a
Despatch from the Secretary of State for Indi.a to th(? Madras Government, dated 28th July
1859, was published by order of Goverx_xm}ent, in tl'le Tllnnevelly Gazette as late as October last,
only two months before the appearance of the Notification,

«3, Yourdecision in sup}.mrt of that of the local authorities to the effect that ¢ the public
high streets in all towns are the property not <.>f any particular caste, but of the whole community,
and every man, be his caste or religion what it may, has a right to the full use of them, pro-
vided that he does not obstruct or molest others in the use of them,” has the entire approval of
Her Majesty's Government.

6. Her Majesty’s Government have perused with great’gratification your report that* * *
throughout the whole District the question of the right of all classes toa common use of the high
streets and roads is considered finally settled.”

This decision has justly been regarded as the charter of the liberties and rights of the lo '
castes, and it was naturally supposed by some persons that the question which haq been decl ":’e;
both by the Madras, and by the HHome Government to be Sinally settled” would not re ui:eet
zefdebated again. Caste, however, was too tenacious of its ancient ascendency to yield toi singlz

efeat. ‘ “

B question i3 perfectly frec and open to my people or any one else,’

3 g
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hich was issued on the 17th of December ultimo, states
whic

s fnd arding the recent
. hout the District, 1eg .

) : to prevail throug f the high roads and

sapprehension seems . the use of the g '
that glze:tpz)lplep Ef all castes and religions have e‘{ual rlg‘;]:etf:rences been made te the Magis-
orders tha a disputes have arisen an . hension.” As

i ts in all towns, and many ¢ . \ir eonsequence of such misappre .
pubhc stree £ Police” inthe Tamil version) 1n CO q 1y unpalatable
olice’ 1n . ent was extremely unp
trate (“ by Officers : he decision of Governm -7 laid on the
: i uire proof that the : t for getting it laid on
it is too nolono&xis 'u;sre(:nd t}f;t they were anxious to obtain & Prete:‘ated ;Eferences were made
vatl ia T : e

to (b .I‘at"’e;’ cssun,\ed as certain that the spirit in which those rep ‘
shelf, it may be a .

was hostile to the decision.

The preamble of the Notification,

, which i found
i isi hich it would soon be
. :tted that there isa clause in the decision wthat T v of etery man,
Tt will be admitte ctice, viz., the clause which provxde.s e vy man,
?r?trllnv};:t it'm’ay t’o the full use of the public fl.gthem e e found
Ly : i i se 0 . .

iti hi iot « obstructing or molesting others 1 the:n e e use o the publi
con o ;il : what was meant by obstructing or molés ; gds'of S ith an e e
me }:ebly it was for the purpose of furnishing the bea

ts,” and proba . nishive !
:::eipr,etation of this claim that you issued the Notifica

m h isi f Gove
. . . of the decision © L
hat in defining this clause. . o ey with e
oty e iy tt},)at the definition should be 11 t dwies o spiis o
particularly necessary to take care i be R
the decision itself. w

1 think it will be admitted by every .og Yt tho scope e et of
i1 connection with the circumstances out of which 1 st O s mot o
ci in
f;tlkmilld pe set aside if the clause we
it wo _

re interpreted to mean;d hishways shich onstituted a
hich was made of the public streets an . gade " of them, oF secon dly,

natmie (;ftl'h: :: :t:e:'s,” but the caste or creed of the padrti;seﬂ:’;u;;r  tes and oppresse 1 the

s molestatio g A ] g .  the

gh;r::ousage or cuatom, which m-::(;i l;hlz:f Z;L‘?}‘gf :.:V.S:‘ould not, be regardei asi:a(;‘ Zollazsnt;t}im;or

Jower, was that which ietzr::; o ery orrors hioh both G?vernments es

. 3PP‘::§ :ﬁ;’;ef::‘::“‘ dzsﬁning what was meant by ¢ obstructing of

ever ;

w Y W i w ﬁnally
(o] tbe s rEelsS, : '
Settled was not revlved.

necessary to inte
be his caste or T€

roment, it would be

3 . - : - a
V \rsi -8 eation, which was 1Su€
to Jay before you the Tami} version of the Notific ,
Permit me now to la ' . |
7 mo. ‘ '
by you on the 17th December ulti I - PilnghSh
a ' . -
ish’ il must influence
. the Tamil version, not the English one, which 4 e
1 Dis because, as it appears to me, the aa

ed within narrower limits the liberty

P, - rsionl t
I 1ve an e‘act re t[alls]atloll of Lbe 'I’amll ve nto

joinal 1 tly because it Tan
o}l}‘xgmz:_l ::el%tiirpzople in a Tamil District, and partly
the actio

f the Iarﬂll tlanslatlo“ llai perhaps unlntelltlo.nauy leStl H:t
(o] t4 Y ’

conceded by the original. | ;
' « Notification for the information of all.

of this Zila do mot clearly understand the

o1 (1er tllab €0 le ()f all (aSteS a“d Iel] 1 ]gh (] he use o
g

' ' - Tonse inted with

i blic streets1n all towns e wequainte

the highways and the l())l;ﬁcers of Police have requested that they magl.s;es e A owing e

ence to which Se"e;;I istrate. The Magistrate, therefore, now Ppubdll ‘
the orders of the Magstraz= ‘

which is to be obeyed by all.

igior al
People of all castes and religions have .qu:ual b o
ublic streets in all towns and villages for their A

| Tt has beéome known that the inhabitants
(1]

meaning of the

ioh-roads and
i 1 use of the high-roa
sght o e fuIanz for things which cannot

etOfOIe taken place and W hlch are n()t COlmected

) i ive
and other goings along the streets if they &
.ch things must not t?ke place.

" be avoided-
Bus hostile proeeedings which have not her
tomary affairs, (marriage) processionss

offence to the oppo !

site party and cause disturbance, st
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Jor the month of May 1860

L
et e,
o e e et e,
rtaamnn,
e,
e e
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S
.
e eat Hea e et
v o unt e o
o e o o
e

People
of one cast
streets occupi e must not go in i
pied b (marriage) processi .
the custom which}li:)se(}),ple oi another caste, to ;iv)eilhe:*:f(;ns with palanquins and music in the
m eretofore ol ence and a
ustIhave them only in the Streetpre‘ alieil. Castes wishing to have qu}r:OYAnce and contrary to
o nnovations either causine o OCCupled by themselves or in road ¢ (.mamage) processions
opped and those who ar g, or tending to cause, a breach of th s outside towns and villaces
e concerned therein immediately punish d?’ peace will be immedia:’el’;;
shed.

Before 1
make any re
. ma ——
(0 pticulars 1 whion th anigion has been mustomed in the tromico
ginal nas been narrowed i o' ca ou .
in the translati your attention to
ation.

- 1. The original declared th
i at the e i

Ztcii‘i;ts was restricted to ** the ordinar av?)::iinght Of' e ot o the use of the bi
. tful whether marriage and f ¢ o tare prokimiion o el T
" ful whether man t}:’at : th-uie:)al processions are prohibited b Sa;-’_?' purposes.” It may be
it cannot be doubted that th 1n od.l imgh_t be regarded as ind“dydt i dfmse‘ g
the right of way to peopl ,eY:re prohibited in the translation, The wn'hm g
avoided (or cases of emefa::c 'ils;’al OCCupati? ns (or business) andet Tam‘ll o il canmot b
and as it cannot be suppo:ed tyh)at ei:ii:rais)?:“mge is or b emerge“‘—‘; ‘:'};:in]g]s o e i
any person’s usual occupation or busi e r_narned or being carried Fo burel e art o
to the Noti . ; iness, I think ever ” oy burial are

to the N txﬁcotion, the public streets can 16 longer be liszgeb;l:is; cbaztceomiiri\ced e acc{;i:;:;

7 g 8 alike for marriage and

The ordinary Nati -
y Native iti . .
street along which marriag deﬁn;tlon of a public street is manam-um pi
s public or not, it will al;zstari fui'xerals pass.” When a dispixtem. pinam-um pégira vidi, ““a
funeral. With the excepti : l;lvanab]:y be found to have oriuinatesn-ses as to whether a street
are closed against * ordii:aronbo _Braht’x:m streets, I bave not h‘:zard " in either a marriage or a
arose was with respect to thi, fusme?su Th‘*_ dispute out of which il any s.troets whatever that
fication was, as you are aware ‘;ngial of a Ci"'lstian Pallan, and the v;i-e (}ieClsmn of Government
the funeral of a heathen Keik’il ispute which bid fair to assume seriozs (I-St fru.": of this Noti-
street, which appears to me to“g’:l’: According, therefore, to the Native?‘g‘s‘lons, respecting
. . corr efiniti
public streets into private ones ect one, the effect of the Notificati mition of a public
. 10n 1s to conv
2 Ita s sti . . ert all
(hat marriacfpi?;“}u more distinctly from the subse \
which ' ge processions are not included eitheri quent clauses of the Tami
hich cannot be avoided” for which th o herin the ¢ ordinary occupati amil translation,
e public stre . ations” orin the * thi
ets are to remain free. the “ things

The origi
sions” are to°11>nai declares that “parading the streets wi
e law . S W .
awful or otherwise according with palanquins and music”
Z to usage and caste ic” and “proces
b

result (it is not a
pparent which and i
) of the processions which it proh('lbl"i:repre}.iem:s the object or
ibits as being the * pivi
giving

offence and an y t pposite party reader o e English version alone m ght
n noyance to the o ite p A d f th h
possibly have supposed that the rocltess'o o ‘ { ‘ !
y P 1lons here referred to, we ii : 1 1s i
, were those of rival sec |
ts, such
as

e r ' Y t de non Il'
th I enoa le] a“d v a(la alel l; al““llls ()f C()ll everam, or lle monstrations Of the Tl n
g d

left hand cas
tes, “giving
e offen
for which some of thOSeoproces:F and annoyance to the opposite party” bei
is fatal to this interpretation 'lt(})xns and1dem°n5traﬁ°ns are g°*u§ rg} ‘?remg the very purpos
ing,” is pattana s ) e word which it r - The Tamil versi ¢
. pravésam, a word . epeatedly uses for ¢ ion, howe
denote any religi » @ word which ordinari . s for ‘“ procession,” ver
y Tellglous ceremoni lnan]y means a ¢ . sion,”” op ¢
Capital,” onial whatever. Thj marriage procession” parad-
, and secondarily ¢ . his word originall ssion” and d
Bride and Bri ¥y “ the public entra ginally means ““a Kino’ 0€s not
ridegr . nce of an : ing's e .
the word has COiizoalil b:lng accustomed throughout {hireat personageintoa towi " Izlt‘ry Into his
0 . mar . . ;
occurrence this is o denote marriage processions ; riage ceremonies to mjm: he Hindoo
- now by far the 8; and asthe ' 10 mimice royal
religious ceremony. Th most common use of th se processiong yal state,
of the marriage proces e onlt)‘r quasi religious ceremoni i word. It is not s Zl'e of every day
. ssion o 1al to whi ed to d
streets might, or mi agod. Ina ) which th enote an
s OT mich PX'OCiam . en 5 . y
gualification, the m:s: n:t:hbe put, if this word iztrnddeﬁnmg the use:ftne lshaPP]led is that
o tepeOPIP . sed, as itis; o which th .
? W . is . e publ
ill necessarily suppose thnt the Notification, wi')tho::
a .
marriage processions are

s
N

. public streets, which

.
P
>

MMM;
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ctively referred to. It cannot therefo

ople of one caste along a public street occupied by P€
though they should merely proceed in 8 direct line from the h
Bride, and though they should be conducted in the most OF
be regarded henceforth as unlawful. Funeral processions and
alike prohibited, except when they happen to be in accordance e

1 am far from supposing that the useof a word signifying especially & marriage proces-
f some more general word, is to be regarded as an intentional mistranslation, for
de in the original itself to the ac

companiment of « paianquins,“ which
f in marriage processions the translator

may honestly have supposed
that marriage processions were especially referred to. Still it is undoubted that the translation
is aimed more distinetly against marriage processions than the original,

and it cannot be over-
looked by any person who is acquainted with the Natives that this is exa

ctly in accordance with
their feelings on the subject. :

re, be doubted that the marriage processions of
ople of another (and higher caste,)
ouse of the Bridegroom to that of the
derly and peaceable manner, are to
marriage ‘processions are thus

ther with caste or usage.

distin

sion,” instead o
as there is a reference ma
are especially made use ©

onducted s0 peaceabiy in general as 2
ded as rendering the mar-

There is, it is true, no sort of procession which is ¢
‘knows that itis the party

marriage procession. A disturbance at a marriage procession is regar
riage unlucky and is scrupulously avoided. Every Magistrate well
Jemonstrations of rival sects that give him most trouble.

Notwithstanding this, the processions whic
ons, but marriage processions,

[ castes lower than
hat he saw his ow

h Natives would like to see prohibitéd are not
they are not the religious processions of rival

their own, and I apprebend that a Native

sectarian processi
o views and feelings in

sects, but the marriage processions ©
studying the text of the'transiation would conclude t

this matter reflected therein.
affecting caste prece=

occupies a muc ant position amongst
essential part of the marriage

tuting as it does an
The mode in which the mar-

marriages. )
public street in procession

ectability.

£ all questions

iage is the very kernel 0
h more import

According to Native ideas, marr
The marriage procession, moreover,
amongst our own racé consti
ceremony and a most effectual check upon clandestine
rirge ceremony is conducted and the privilege of passing along the
and bsing a palanquin, or otherwise, are regarded as the turning points of social resp

dence.
- the Hindus than

hich they have always
ately it belongs t0 the
t the castes that

This devolopes
and not infre-

stes were content with the privilege W
please, but unfortun
should be able to preven
a similar mauner.
ower castes,
by which equal rights and

It were well if the higlrer ca
enjoyed of conducting their own marriages as they
essence of their ideas of caste respectability that they
are lower than their own from conducting their marriages in

.in them a spirit of tyrannical interference with the affairs of the 1

brings them into direct collision with the spirit of our laws,
nceded to all. : '

Hence arose the delight with which the higher caste

which they interpreted as defining that the marriage processions of t
had baen authorized for a tim3 by order of .Government,

of custom and caste.

quently
liberties are €0 ‘
s generally hailed the Notifications

he lower castes along the
were again to be

ithin the ancient limits

in the Notification, commo
{ the decision of G

restricted W
od to the origival,

n to tiie trauslation 2
and to which I

There are some points
which appear to me to be opposed to the spirit © overnment,

would now take the liberty of soliciting your attention.. .
tructing of molesting of others in the use of

ave been explained in the Noti-
ffic and a free thoroughfare,
f the street, drumming at unseasonable
ir own nature obstructions. Buton
ondact that is prohibited,
and that whatever causts

1. .It might have been expected that the obs
the public streets, which is prohibited by Goveroment would b
fication to mean monopolising the use of the streets, or prevcnting tra

ﬁ‘ens.nve party insignia before the occupiers ©

ght, or some of those things which are in the
e s

Notification, amongst other de

¢ innovations” are to be regarded

parading ©
bours of the 0!
looking at the
it would appear that ¢

finitions of the line of ¢
as obstructions,

e e b e
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eXCItEmen or anno, ance 18 to ] lec

to “)ake the Caste feeh"o ol a caste p
ags f N

arded as a
. X molestation., '
nn 1on.
ovations, the test of what is lawful e
ul. ‘

€0 le “ho alwa S d anno ed by

2. Per H
. mil me t .
Notlﬁcation. 0 say that usage appe »

It appear
. s to be laid d .
public street it ; own in the Noti .
reet it is to be regarded as ]A\IOtlﬁcatlon that if a processi
awful, but that if it has Sglon has usually gone along a .
not gone that wa ©
y before, how

peacefully so .
. ever it may b.
wa ; ¥ be condu
J» 1t 1 to be regarded as unIaw;‘te[d, and what reason soever th
Uut. ere may be fOl‘ it .
s going that

would conve
rt all publ; I beg to i
ha public streets i . submit that thi .
Happen to be oceupied, which | nto the private prope this rale, if carried into effect
intended to » which is the very i perty of the particul cen
the right of Prgvent. It is the ¢ cust y flnconvenience that the deci ar castes by whom they
inhabit \ om of the ecision of Go y
has b . ing the prinei country” fi i vernment was
thar ele“ their custom to coIr)n }lpal and most public strzegs or the higher castes to monopolize
c :t‘emSelves, to live in bype : in all towns and large villages. It ”
ustom to tﬂk . .
e their o
the Wn processi
Anzl ic:‘IOSE, and being the higherons through all the streets and
examplel‘;,s als.o been invariably theic:stes they did this with im roa'd s, wherever and whenever
lanes and Erelu, and to compel them tcustom. to prevent the IOWS: nity snd without objection
Pprocessi Lo lets.  The lower castes :restnct their procession i from following_thelr
proce: onizing of the higher ¢ have not objected, and s within the limits of their own
’c'\stt ¢ higher castes obj:ct mo:,::s’ and hence the Not’iﬁ nd do not object, to the universal
astes passing eci cati i i
o hio}[})assxﬂ{%‘ along their streets (w:_dedly to the marriage andoil‘1 legalizes the high encle 1ot
stree?s '}:Oads), and in consequen’c fmh are everywhere :he aneral processions of the lower
N e H s m i :
thereb al‘e not been usual. Theo \;hl? objection procession OStEpubllc strects, corresponding
) y elevates custom, which | Notification sceordingl s o .t.l?e lower castes along those
ppress the lower, into the posit in caste questions m 3 yl prohibits such processions, and
osition of law eans the custom of the higl
2 : gher castes to

If the Gover i
had been i nment had approved i
n intended by Government to Ef this ene-sided frecdom, if the f
e regarded as determini; i :sage <1> o?elclass of castes
at was lawful or unlawful,

it appears to
me, that th
at learn] ? ey would n
rning that * the question of :}i have stated at the close of their decision th
e righ eir decision their gratification

common use of the hi
) e h t Of "y g
igh streets and roads” (a r??h‘;lasts (including the lower castes) “to a
ght which the higher castes had resis
esisted to

blood) “ was
now consid
si ereq throughout the District as £
as finally settled.”™

The reference to *

I3

sense. pranquins”
en bl’..l‘he lower castes are lf?‘otns
public streets inhabited b o

quins at all.  Usage is decid

in the Noti .
tifi s . -
¥ not allowed Cta:on will be interpreted, I fear, in a caste
; ¥ the higher castes, but }go in their marriage processions through
1as been made by the } edly against it, In | h t-ley_ are not allowed to make use of palatx,x-
In that instance the ca:\ver ;astes to make use ' ; D‘S;l'lcl: in which I reside only one attempt
tion"” di ) es whi R of a palanqui : ;
Pers4 dli not think i ProperltCh flt themsclves « exfited'flumd d‘urmg the past eighteen years,
on who ha g o put i and ¢ annoyed” b this ** i
for his audacitd ﬂ: audacity to ride inta down by force, but within a feyw “}ee‘:s afterw lrzlnova-
regret the l"efer);:c etn he found himselfpalanquin contrary to usage felt himse!f duly pa:n? }:he
) e . standj . is
a blow aimed apaj 0 palanquins in th a.ndmg his trial on a false accusation of ed
against th e Notificati . murder. I
e low ification, because 1t will necessarily be ’
regarded as

¢an have, f er c:
» for the hj astes, 1¢ Ittt
street they Pleased]gher castes have al 'annot perceive indeed, what other referen
» and have always be ways been accustomed to go in palanq e the clause
en allowed to d uins alon
0 S0- g any

If usage, indeed,

of streets were to h
a good des] ave the for
areets a good eal further thy ce of law, it would be nec i
e himsels _than the Notification has done ::Zary fo yestriel the freedom
m m n . Usage requires every low ca
ste

is on horseback pr § openly and visi
low cast ack or in a cart } visibly in passi
e man e mu sing throu i .
an 1s not allowed to pZ:sgflt down, if he is on fogo}; : high caste public street. Ifhe
s through e must take his slippers off. A

a Brahmin
street on any terms at all; and in the

1l the Jower
-lanes or in 1i castes, though they sh o
r in little hamlets a,djacentyto tohuld be only a shade lower e
e town. It has been their ¢ -~

ars to me to .
0 oc i
cupy too important a place in the 3» i
. . )
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same way the lowest caste
not even & Pariar street. If usag

ance to caste feeli
_persons, who are

- caste rules.

- Already low

it is not unreason
or a Tahsildar.

_ you would be called upon to adju
;" . Lildar on taking charges

ES

I .
v einad palanquin.

»

. the higher castes,

. tionj and I apprehend,

appointed official that he must not cause
.+ the town, including his own hi Y
riding in the public streets in a palanquin,

If this should be
cases which test

3. - Allow

the offending parties int

According to the decision of Gov
Iodian Regulations and enactments,
is criminal irrespectiv

a high caste person.
f a low caste funeral to pass
as it appears to M€,

f the use which

reeds had a common and equ
that a use of the

disputed right 0

and the substance
whatever to do wit
people of all castes and ¢

therefore be the

for one caste should be re
lawful, it was Jawful for all castes.

go for all.

On the other hand, according
ded as lawful also for others.
1 as social dishonour.

appear to be
as involving

caste, for otherwis
le of another (that is of

by peop
evident that the
jtself? There

people of their

annoyance,"’ it raises ¢ excitement,’

that the processiOn
offence.

tutes the

On that supposition, SUPpo

regar
legal disabilities as wel

o

Madras G

for the month
W

of washermen are
ngs is
daily

r~

caste persons have risen to

", -and the Engineering Departments of the publi

. “opento them by Her
<. tions for Uncovenanted Civil Service appointm

and upright chara

Majesty's proclamation,

cter to gain'admission into t
able to fancy

dicate in 2
would probably pro
That parading"
being decidedly unusal,’
would most certainly

that you wou
“e

regarded as an extreme case,

principles.
me to call your attention to
he definition of an ©

e of caste, nor is

of the dccision was,
b the lawfulness ©

of Government,

opinion
garded as unlawful

¢ there would be no disput
a higher) cas
offence and annoyance here

would be peither o

own caste or with peop

*itisan’

should be conducte
Alter the caste and

1 beg to explain that in the remarks 1

receive any Pre
their caste or ¢f

ference or favor whatever.

ced. To do equal justice t

-

of May 1860-
M

e istobere
to be prohibited, it may
rising in the world and

respe’ct—ablef fm'ﬁjijohé in'the

that he might eventually rise t0
sing also

ceed to his Cutcherry,

of the public streets by a
. *and calculated to g1Y

be resisted. An appeal wou
1d then be under the ne

gh caste subordinates,
but must be content,

bstruction of the stre

ernment and the spirit,
caste is neither a recomm
it more criminal when

The question which elicited the
along a public stree

Ifit was an * obstruction” and a‘

to the Notification,

fence nor Annoyance
le of a higher caste.

d by people of a lower ca$
the offence disappearss

What is desired

overnment, J udicial Department,

e

pot allowed to pass through any street whatever,
garded as law, and if every thing that gives annoy-

+ soon become necessary to. prohibit low caste
! mbitious, from violating these

.

‘pecoming more 2

R A A
eow I et o

ey

Medical, the Educational,

¢ gervicg,‘,‘.‘:"l‘ﬁ'e‘Civil Service has also been thrown
and some of them have passed creditable examina«
' te man of good abilities

ents. Supposing 2 Jow cas
he lower ranks of the J udicial or Revenue service,
the position of a District Munsiff

that the Notiﬁcati().n*‘ still continued in force,
' The low caste Munsiff or Tah-

like the rest of his brethren,
Jow caste man in 2 palanquin, with
:ve « offence and annoyance” to
1d be made to you for protec-
cessity of informing the newly
ble inhabitants of
age the right of
to go on foot.

remarkable case:

xcitement”’ amongst the respecta
who have inherited by us
like his ancestors,

T beg that it may be remembered that it is extreme

ich is attributed to the caste of

the importance wh :
ets contained in the Notification.

not only of English law, but of the
endation nor an offence. A crime
committed by 2 jow caste than by
decision of Government Was$ that of the
¢ inhabited by the higher castes,
that the caste of the parties had nothing
was made of the publi¢ streets, seeing that
al right to the use of them. It could not
streets which was lawful and orderly

for another. Ifany particular use of the streets was
< molestation” it was equally

lawful for one caste does not

Towness of caste is regarded, it would appear,
« People of one caste (that is, of lower
on in the streets occupied

d annoyance.” It is not
the caste of the parties
\f the procession were connected with
It is an intolerable * offence and
ng to cause 2 breach of the peace,”
te than their oWn. Caste consti”

that which is

e,) are not t0 g0 in processi
te, to give them offence, an
referred to consist wholly in

¢ jnnovation tendi

ask that the lower castes should
to all, whatever be
ne irritation fora

have made 1 do not
is equal justice
o all castes may possibly excite 801

c
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time in tho
se towns and vi
L villages w .
g:v.lleg'es, but all this will w:rk ithelre ‘the higher castes have been
stinctions have ceased to be obqese f;;lght ere long, as in Madra accustomed to claim exclusive
ser : . o s and simi
ved. Equal justice to all will pﬂd Slm[ll;ll' places where such
rove, | have no d
oubt, to be

the safest and wi
wisest policy i
ble poli policy in the end. i
policy than that of yiclding toce;)1rejult will also be found to be an easi d
g asier and more intelligi-
o

ap Iehens : 'ESSa[l] , enta an afinite variet f
p 1008 and o ODSlStenCIES, t ll ﬁ
‘ . .
Ine 1€ y [o; &

I have hi
itherto consi
. sidered thi .
the parties concerned ; but I (rlnathls question of the right of way i
ay ll‘l’eSpectiVe of . .
the religion of
o

to bear parti y be ;
cularly h . permitted h
y hard upon Native Christians. ere to add that the Notification appears to md

Heathens have
be ena €, or may have, se .

e thlgiidoto avoid the necessity’ ofl):zt; burial or burning places for ev
place whict wn. The marriages also of Hln'g along a street occupied b ery s o am.l may thus
party go i 118 common to all, but at the } eathens are performed not i Y people o 2 higher casto
to be in In procession from the Brid rouse of the Bride’s fathe o a temple or in any pub e
necessary for them to le 1degroom’s house to the Brid .r’ and l,]eﬂce, when the wedding
When Hindus b ave the strect which is inhabited by thaie covn ou it may happen
8 become Christians, however abited by their own caste. o
4

and amono
gst their ow tl
n peopl . 10ugh the . : .
people, yet their marri 8 ¥ continue to reside in their own street

restricted within such

m Ot narrow limi ages and '
santxl;eb(li?i:;t?n Church, and 11rlxnlllllise mI:H Christians, Wh?:::::lsﬁ?:rno longer cepele o bei'ng
having se ground. Christian Hindu nner Christians of all caste e vt I’)e’ e
gion t?rlat g::;te ?humhes and seParatesb cannot evade the diﬁi‘cultsva]i?kb‘;?ed o Hi o oy
and the buri lnct‘ons of castz and rank h urial grounds for each ca )’f | _ea‘he“ o, b'y
the marria al ground may be situated i e ne place in matters ofSt;" 01:' e arch
that may li\epo: funeral procession mus:n a high caste street or at t;;elithl:xd. dN(;'wl’ the Ohere
streets. If ﬂP;e“c;O be. This wiil rendef ;‘fceed thither from the house of t::: ; :']e to“l;n’ -
public streets, ne S:f‘ Of_the parties concern neC.GSSary for the procession to ﬂsspalr '?’}:v erev;‘
posed to be l;w objection will be made ; ;d 2 the same as that of the lc: 1 . ‘l’I"a e
supposing that :1:’ ll:e Procession is ]ial;} utif they happen to belong tpe P ete which o o
that people of th ) I\O.tlﬁcation continu € to be objected to and e d et eonn
e partioutar o h?s in force, it epmears ¢ resisted ; and in that event,
vhich they belons boj s tome that except they can prove
g gone in procession along that street’

before H
“’“’hout ex ..
Citing ulnb
=] rage, th
g e
. » they cannot hope to b
purposes, - o be protected in their right to make use of

th i
e public streets for these
. >
In this
respect, tt '
Heathens, i » therefore, Natj
i ve M .
with the Nenomuch as they will nee Christians are placed at a disad i i
fontipn. essarily be brought mose £ isa vz:;)tarlg]e, mhcomparlson with
equently than they into collision

In the particular
. : case o
zvh: ;ivgxe so kind as to remof;*the
the I erty of making are
: icized the Notificati .
t e respect I feel for ous
give you offence. o

marriage pr .

e the anti:i;ile:;czssmn in Taruvei, which I brought to your noti

therefore, wholly f; ifficulty, The remarks which I havz nownt.;llzf:;

considered as a pub{‘ee from personal feeling. Whilst I have freel

office hag Preventedlc document, and on public grounds, I trust th i
my making use of any expression which cOu]ad

On the 29
th Qctob
an ord ober, ult;
rder of g preceding ’I\Taf:'::to’ the then
B l'ate’

throu ; Acti .
gh a particular street” ng Magistrate, V. II. Levinge, Esq., cancelled

y : to the eff, -
th:fli)toie(il to the decision of g the town 0;3 ';fr: that]]“ Keikilavan’s funerals were not to go
2d been rees. overnment.” nevelly, on the ground that th '
of State for Tud: ecently ¢ upheld nt,” which order } N at order was
th f H
adia, and confirmeq” bya Dfspat?h &;f:rl: I?:f;lm']bhc’ nd stated
ajesty’s Secretary

On the 17

. thD
?nd in which, ace ece
JeCt, an Opinion

mber follow;

A owing, - H

ording to INg, " you issu

g to the opinion ed the Notifieation on which I have commented
mented,

these ¢ in which I of ever whom
reu v fe . Y per. 1
siens of { mstances it appear el obliged to coiul;- ]son with whom I have conversed he sub-

Individual Mag; S tome to be 'cice, an opposite policy was initi o tred
agistrates. Ip g unadvisable to rest policy was initiated. Under
o important g questi:::m:med with the conflicting deci-

of public right iti

; it is absolutely

s _\\

o

; informec{ the

" {

;

al Department,

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Judici
or the month of May 1860.

ng which the inixa-

necessary to ascertain the views of the Government itself, prior to ascertaini

bitants of this District have not the means of knowing what the law really is.
1 beg to state, therefore, that itis my {ntention to lay a ¢oPJ of this correspondence before

His Excellency the Governor in Council.

Rs—__l )

NO- 948:
Referred to the Magistrate for early report.
By order,
Tort SainT GEORGE, (Signed) L. FORBES,
) : Deputy Secretery to Government.

11tk April 1860.
to T. PYCROFT, Esq., Chief

Magistrate of Tinnevelly,
3rd April 1860, No. 136.

t Saint George, dated 2
nt dated the 11th A_pril, 1 have the honor

letter* from Dr. Caldwell.
I sent two of my Deloyets to
t no obstruction was offered to

No. 39. From/J. SILVER, Esq.,
Secretary to Government, For

* lerewith returned. As directed by Endorst”
to report on the accompanying

a2, On receipt of Dr. Caldwell’s letter of the 18th Februarys
to see tha

Taruvei, 16 miles from where my Cutcherry then Was,
the marriage party, and to enquire into the circumstances and report to me. -
3. The marriage procession took place, no oneé interfere
about it. My Deloyets questioned the principal inhabitants inp
people, and they; said they supposed the Missi_onary's Catechists had made him believe, they
wanted to obstruct the marriage, but for themselves, they had no desire 0 do so. The Village
Afunsiff and Mettoo Peon whom I sent for, stated, the firsh that he was called and questioned
by the Missionary if the people of Taruvei wanted to obstruct the procession, that he assured
him they had no such thought, that the marriage might take place whenever he pleased, on which,
Dr. Caldwell had pronounced him ¢ a deceiver,” and he replied, that ¢ the Missionary's own
people would speak to his character, if he were 8 deceiver or an honest “The latter, who
had also been called by Dr- Caldwell and informed of the intentled marriage, denied quoting the
Notification as opposed to the same. Ile said, tbe Missionary and his Catechist were talking
together about it, and as they wanted to know the exact date, he handed a copy he happened to
have with him, to the Catechist, but as Dr. Caldwell states he did quote it as opposing the mar=
riage procession, I can only supposeé that the man had got confused, and did not understand it.
4. Before leaving the Coast, the Police Amin of the District waited on me to pay his
Heisa Mahomedan, and a very respectable man. On my asking him what he thought
of this, he replied, that it was absurd to suppose the Mahomedans of Taruvel would object to the
marriage procession from any feeling of caste ; but as they were mostly Weavers, and the street

was generally blocked up with their looms, if any of them had really told the Cate-
procession, it must have been not to have their looms disarranged. In
his very circumstance ©

pass.
duct their marriage li

d with, or seemed to’care the least
resence of some of the Mission

»
man.

respects.

in question
chists they objected to the

the report of My Deloyets, they refer to t

to each side of the road-way, to make room for the party to

sending for the village authorities, just told his people to ¢ot
bours, no one would have interfered with them.

5. Dr. Caldwell says this affair, which he terms o

{ the Notification of 14th December.

lay before Go

d the matter. [ now
the translation in Tamil, and procceé

Had Dr. Caldwell instead of
ke their neigh-

has led to a corres=

But the correspondence is all
yernment a copy of the
d to state the circum-

{ small importance

pondence on the meaning 0
on one side, for I have not discusse
Notification, the original in English,
stances under which it was issued.

6. The disturbances in the town of Tinneve
15th February 1859, within two months afterwards,
Government, that towns and villages W
feud and disturbance owing to the pretensions of certal
-question of the right to use the high streets and roads,
nt was a gratifying one, and as such was acknowle

cember 1858, and on the
Magistrate Mr. Levinge
in a chronic state of
ieted, and the

submitted 0. The
heir Pro~

ily occurred in De
the then Acting
hich were always
n castes, have been qu

disposed of and
dged by Government in t

annouuceme

f the people moving their looms
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ceedings of 12th M
- March 1859. . —
l]i:st of complaints and diSplztes ;But M"- Levinge was premature. I . .
uropean Magistracy, from J egarding processions and the r-'h send with this report a
this long list, to see h anuary to October 1859, The Go‘,]g t of w;y’ preferred to the
ernment have only to look at

charge of .. 'ow far the questio X
ge of my District in the beginning of ;IO::;JTOT being *¢ finally settled,” when I resumed
er last. . ¢

7. These dis
. tes we i :
left in a pu re still going on
Part]y unfinished sta » and one of the fi
t . st c .
1859 I append to this letter :obbl; Mr. Levinge, copy of whose:ize:tl had to deal with, was one
;uch cases, and which is pr t;CiseT ow the qwemment the polic ence dated- the 4th October
owever Mr. Levinge had not y that laid down in the I\Iotiyﬁcfmtrﬂue‘i by him in dealing with
use the right of way, both * Br ilv?“ ,t,h e direct sanction of his azt;lon'Of lth December. As
"lllg over a plan of the ground : dmms _and * Eluvers” were loud i ority for the ¢ Eluvers” to
the subject of dispute, I u h’ 3 hea."ng the Tahsildar who in appeal to me. After look-
8. Under the ci » L upheld the right of way claimed by th:a‘r‘n;:lto me to report verbally on
.. e circumst ) Cluvers,”
the district that some of thsealzces above detailed, and with reports comi
oming in from one part of

private street Wer castes w i
s, and from an ére attempting
othe . to force i ;
r part of the district thatothe hiaherthel: processions throvgh
g castes were combining to

prevent the lower cas .
1t expedient to sendt(e)s;rf:‘(:{:ru:‘gg the thoroughfares they had a right

e ed Question, and the Hoat Tomanny: the Police throughout the Disrict 1 I considered

nder my Instructions weso abnevis of my Cutchery pr strict, ngnrdlng this

ordingly ; but after full consijfrlell)‘a?;:e(} dthe dilaf’.t of ? Ci{:l:ular

s eemed it preferable to

issue a public Noti

. ice for the informati .

cation of 14th December in theozpii;ion and guidance of all, and accordin ly drew the Notifi
) g up the Notihi-

G’Overnm
ent of , and as n o .
26th March 1859, circulated fo:a:?; » _‘Z’SSlble in the very words of Order of
. guidance of all Magi i
own in tl .8 . aristrates, and which
n the District as soon as it was c;‘eceived’.

ough
ght to have been generally made kn

9. The ;
and ¢ people were informed, that all had <o
common right to the use of the i '
public roads,

he thoroughfares i
-3 es in town .
s and villages for all the ordinary business of life. They were

the common
n property of
all cla
sses of the community, Processions were not to be tak
aken

through street

s, not public th

such had formerly been usual .Otoughfarest, where the people inhabiting them objected, unless
H -] ]

life, and i and de
in whi . monstrati .
which the public w. ations not relating to the ordinary avocations of

o cre . nd conveni
ate a disturbance. enience were not concerned, were prohibited, if

have bee . It might h
should not be or all lawful purposes, with the needful

80 necessary, wh . abused into a mea .
¥, when the feelings of the people are st‘;::; one }f:arty giving annoyance to another,
on these points.

10. Tleave D
Notificat: e Dr. Caldwell’s 3
tc)o':xﬁcatlon he animadverts upon let:;r n th.e hands of Government, to compare it with th
cted meaning could be put on the Nenstmrs, © oy, ond Possibility, such ad din
which he labors. In th put on the Notification. Every pag 3 such exaggerated and dis-.
X e re- . 0N, e ex i s i
tpe word * marriage” Whi?}i :“Tlat}on which he has given of theemlglltfii;s ttl3e ];‘re_)udxce. -y
tion of his own, it is not ¢ € has m.serted thus between brackets c? o) .rom t}w Tamil,
Tamil version to donots o be found in the Tamil. ¢ Pattana Pirava(::::‘ii?’gés an mte’:PO]a-
Procession, as Dr. Cald our English word procession, does not siguif’ I _rm used in the
. Caldwell well knows. The procession of guify exc usively a marriage
n of a boy when first sent to school, ¢
s OT

when the
sacred thread is ti
oth is tied, or the processi :
ers, all are ¢ Pattana Piravasam.” procession of a priest through the streets, with
° ’ many

-

11. But afté
: after al : . .
from the first Whicl: lr, lthe clauses in which processions are spoken of, are
3 .
.t°gether- Had he beez ates to public thoroughfares, though Dr. Ca;dw ]Iseparate and distinct
its plain obvious mean content to take the Notification as it stands €ll mixes them all u
eaning, no such construction as that he lab t’ sentence by sentence w'tg
ors to y Wl

He as
serts, that in th i
. e Ta i i i
25m Is ot the conr. nd l:x:lsuve}:'mon, marriage and funeral processip(:1 t on it, could be found,
] C ibi
meaning can be extracted from it s are prohibited  this I

Tamil to
the English original
whether mdrriag:s and fug;::a],sand ﬁ{‘d the writer of this letter ex B.u £ when 1 turn from the
'ary purposes’" and - uent]pertaln to [13 the‘ ordinary avocatio PreSSIng himself as doubtful
q y that he does not feel quite certa,ns Oflixfe,n and to * all neces
In, whether or not I'} )
\ave pro-

© e

/" g

~ formerly had the right to do so.

g

/»/MMW
nt, Judicial Department,

Proceedings of the Madras Governme

. Sor the month of May 1860.
and again affecting to discuss, that marriage is not an emergency

hibited these processions ot
arried or carried out for burial is a part of any

which cannot be avoided,” and whether ¢ being m
person's general occupation or business,” I feel, that the writer has answered himself. Govern-

ment will decide, whether such strained and distorted meaning could be justly put upon my
words, any more than that a low caste Munsiff or Tahsildar would be prevented under the

Notification, from coming to his Office in his Palanquin.
12. Dr. Caldwell asserts that too great importance is attached tousage, in the Notification.
Such is not the case. He states that * it appears” to be ]aid down in it, that 8 procession would
only be allowed to traversea thoroughfare, if such had formerly been .the f:uston.l. He ar-rives at
this conclusion, by taking a line from the 3rd clause of the Notification l.n.Wh.l(:l? alone is ther.e
any reference to usage and connecting it with the 1st clause, from which itis distinct- There is
no writing that ever was penned that is not capable of being invertt.ad, .and the meaning turned
upside down, by picking out a passage without its context, o adding it on to anothex.- passage,;
from which in the original it stands distinct. Parties desiring to have lawful processions, have
the thoroughfares open to them, and their own streets, precisely as in the rul(.e adopted by Mr
Levinge in his decision, copy of which I have sent as an example. If they wish to carry their
processions elsewhere than through the common thoroughfares, th?y must show that they have’

letter of the 15th March, which to me, he dated from Tuta-
both on the same date, reached me, 1 was

translation of my oWl order to my two Deloyets. Dr.
Caldwell having neither applied for nor obtained the samé from me. On sending for the De-
loyets and questioning them, they told me Dr. Caldwell had asked them if they had any written
order, and had then expressed a desire to look at it. On their giving it him, he carried it into
bis house leaving them outside, and Jid not return it for the space of a Tamil hour, but that
they had no idea that he had been taking a Copy of it. This circumstance alone shows that
Dr. Caldwell was even then meditating some such letter as he subsequently wrote. ‘When Dr.
Caldwell’s letter of the 18th February reached me, it was handed to 2 Jewabnevis to prepare
an order to the two Deloyets, and as Dr. Caldwell had so particularly mentioned that processions.
of this kind had formerly traversed this street, the Jewabnevis naturally enough entered in the
order, that formerly no hindrance had been raised. Even this minute trifle Dr. Caldwell

eagerly catches hold of, and tries to shew that I had ceded the pernﬂission only from usage, and
not from the right so clearly and h of the Notification.

distinctly shewn in the 1st paragrap
This well exhibits the spirit in which he writes.
th the best effects. In the

14. The publication of the Notification has been attended Wi
four months, from 15th December to 15th April, only eight cases of disputes regarding proces-
sions and the right of way have come pefore the Magistracys; and of these eight, one was Dr.
Caldwell’s Taruvei case, which after all, can hardly be called a dispute, for there was no inter-
ference. In the setslement of any question of this kind all I find it necessary to do is, to
determine whether the road or street over which the party wishes to pass, is a public thorough-
fare ; if it is, and the procession is a lawful one, no obstruction is allowed to be raised.

I beg to draw the attention of Government to a proceeding

15. Before closing this letter
of Dr. Caldwell himself, in connection with this question. He Jdoes not explain, why in Novem-

ber last, before the Notification he cavils at was written, and when as he considered, liberty of

the streets was freely enjoyed, he thought it necessary to announce to the Police Amin of his

district, that a marriage Was about to take place among his people, and to ask .him to issue
As long as class distinctions of this kind were

formal orders to the village authorities about it.

allowed, and orders from Government Officials were applied for and given for the ceremonies of
one sect, that were not given for another, 80 long would party disputes more or Jess continue.
This I have therefore put a stop to, for the public thoroughfares are open to all alike. I leave
it for the Government to decide whether in the letter on which I have now reported, the con=
Dr. Caldwell has endeavoured to put on the Notification, is a fair and honest, 0f a

aggerated one.

13. YWhen Dr. Caldwell’s

corin,” and to the Government from Palamcottah,”

considerably surprized to find in ita

struction

strained and X
D
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1. As great‘misa i
pprehension seems t i
orders, that o prevail throughout the Distri .
Public’ streegegla:lof all castes and religions have equalgright toetllx)el Sxtxmt’frelgmard'mg e e amd
Magistrate, in conse owns, and many disputes have arisen and referset;o t be high roads,
ing Order, which is £o be of such misapprehension. The Magi ces been made to the
er, which is to be obeyed by all. agistrate now publishes the follow-

-

pu 1c StIQEtS in all t() ns and lllaoe ') 1 y i

3. But demonstrati
strati : .
ons and processions hitherto unusual, and not relating to the ordinary
o

avocations of life, when s
! uch a i
. . re calculated to gwe offence and raise excitement, will not )

4. People of one cas .
caste, with Palanquins andt;u?: not to parade in the streets occupied by people of another
has not been hitherto usual l}_; to lee them offence and annoyance, when such demonstration
by the castes wishing ¢ . Processions of this kind will be confined to the streets occu ied
g to make them, and to roads outside towns and villages. ’

5. Ionovations eithe i
r causing or tending i |
stopped, and the offending parties :s promp:?; ;?1:;3:?1 ® breach oftho pace, WL e e

14tk December 1859, (Signed) J. SILVER,
‘ Magistrate.

Proceedings of the Madras
] Jor the mo

w.-vww

List shewing the number of instances in whic

Magistracy regarding Proce

h disputes arose and ¢

ssions and the right of way from Jan

~

e e )

Government, Judicial Department,

nth of May 1860.

IRt SR FETRERESES L

omplainis were made to the
uary till October 1857.

.| Parties who complained.

Date.

Purport.

| No

T4lug.

)

cottah,

(3]

Taluq.
others Oil-mongers of do.

tum Télug.

[«7]

madany Téluq.

- 7 Appavoo Ausarl, Vakeel, for
the Smiths of Nauganary

Talug.

Téluq.

Nelliambalum.

Téluq. -
13Do. on behalf of the Smith

1#Soobramanya _panick
Suthamully in Nelliamba

lum Télug.
1

v

others of Trichendoor.

1 Valasoobramany Ausari (a
Gold Smith) of Ambala~
vanapooram in Vullyoor

Appavoo Ausari of Palam-

VeeraragooAusari,Vakeel,on
behalf of Sunkerlingum
Ausari and others of Sut-
tamully in Nelliambalum

4 Pichen Chetty,Vakeel,on be-
half of Sawmy Chetty and

5 Certain Naickmars of Ahvar-
tirnagery in Streevigoon--

Arnachellapanicken of Cary-
soondamungalum in Sher-

8 Pichen Ausari and others of]
Cockeracolumanqunnar-
ettah in Nelliambalum

9 Sunkerlingum  Ausari and
others of Alwartirnagery.

10'Appavoo Ausari, Vakeel, for
the Smiths at Vullyoor T4-

lug.
11/Vakeel Pitchen Chetty of]
12 Appavoo Ausari, Vakeel, for
the Smiths at Punchamaul

at Streevigoontum T4lug.
ken of]

‘Soodalamuttu Ausari and

9th

16/ Veeravagoo Ausari, Vakeel,|13th

Ausari of Tutacorin.

Streevigoontum Cusbah.
1

@

madany Tsluq.
19 Ramasamy Cone of Palam-

cottah.
20 Parangery Nadan and others,
of Virdooputty in Sauttoor

Tiluq.

on behalf of Arnachellum

Pichen Chetty, Vakeel, for
certain OilmongersatSher-

17 Peria Armoogapanicken of|17th

18th

20th
25th

14th Febry...\Certai

oth March...

13th do..c...

13th April....

20th do... .-

27th doue ens

..|For a proclamation

..|That the peop

..|That certain person

Certain Naickmars intend tos

For orders that the people of his*%llage ma

_..{For orders to prevent interfer

do..e oot Seetaramien an

For orders to prevent inte

n Vellalers prevent his marriage procession.

. -

o prevent his son’s pro-
the occasion of Oobanoyna Kaley-
anum” or the ceremony of wearing caste thread.
Tor orders to be permitted to go in procession in
Palankeens on the above occasion.

Certain persons endeavour ¢

cession on

cures may be taken to prevent any distur-

That mea ) : t
uring their marriage processions.

bance d

(Smiths) prevent their proces-

Certain Cummalers
occaslons (Soobasobanum.)

sions on auspicious

Certain persons prevent the marriage procession of

his brother.

That the villagers may not interfere with their

marriage processions.

Certain persons intend to prevent their marriage

procession.

interference with the

.|For orders to prevent any, ’
e occasion of ¢ Oobanoynum”

procession on th
or the ceremony of wearing caste thread.

to be published that they are
at liberty to go in marriage procession in Palan«

keens.
ed to

le of his caste may be.permitt

Leens on special occasions.
s intend to prevent their riding

on Palankeens on special occasions.

ride on Palan

.

prevent do. do.
y not

prevent do. do

Do,

7
ence with their mar-
riage processions

Do.
d certain others prevent their pro-
cessions made in Palankeens.
rference with his mar-

riage procession.
o.

B
N
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A Jor the month of May 1860. . : -
” : — ” 3 List shewing the number of instances go.—(Continued) .
List shewing the number of instances, § o.—(Continued). \ '- - -  Purport
. » .| parties who complained. Date. urpott.
g Parties who complained. Date P t t’ Zo — -
' urport, ' ; . I -
il ‘ ‘ t ‘- - : 1859. 5 . -
‘ 1859 ' x 41'Samy Panicken, Vakeel, for‘23rd August.. Sittama ‘.Naick-e.p 2“‘1 :;(}:l::ssioaxf attempting to pre
21 Soobyapanicken of Privily-l27th Ma).'.A For orders t . T s J . Andony Nadan of Vada- vent his marriage P
?19 ‘t{ah in Ottapedaru Y. r or i)r:oc ; s}i);ivent interference with his mar- ’ j coovemdaTnulttum in Otta- )
alug. 5 . - - [ ' darum Talug. . fon i N
; pe 1 . ; on in a Palankeen ma
22 Arnachellapanickens of Tri-| 2nd June....|Certain Sh . . } ' ‘ﬂ 432 SoobramanyaAusary,Vakeel, d0.. e, For orders that:113 procession in; y
osAchendoor. w...|Certain Shepherds prevent his marriage procession. Py for Ninan Ausari of Mau- not be prevented.
=J Arnachellum Chetty. Vakeel| 9t . . . v rauday in Bremmadasum »
for Pichenchetty of Saut. h  do...... Folr)eo;g::::f:has th_el}x; marriage proccssion may not ‘ ‘T4laq. ) Do. °
tencolem in Punchamaul red with. 45 Soobramanayan Ausari, Va- do..ucee
Téluqg. . keel, for Sunkerlingum
24 Poolamaden Ausari and| 9th do ' , Ausari  of Ppodoor in
pthers of Coolasagrapatam een a0 . Do. Shermadany Télug. k Do
e 1D Princhamaul T4luq. ‘ 41 Veeraragoo Piilay, Vakeel, 29th do........ .
25(Arnachellamooppen, Vakeel, 11th do \ for Soobramanca Mooppen
for Arnachellum Chetty| Do. ! and other Oilmongers of]
ind othersof Cusbah Shen-| ° . { Trichindoor in Pungamaul
ernsuarcovil. Talaq. . b ented rid-
R6,Sunkulingapanicken of Sin-16th do § 45 Paranggry Nadan,Vakeel, on d0..0v.no For orders that ;Fey should not be prev
gathacoorchey in Vidoo- - Do.. | ' behalf of Parangery and| ° ing.in a Palankeen.
on P.gli;amum Té4lug. ) ’ | ' certain others of ¥i5rdoo-
27| Pichenchetty, Vakeel, on be-16th d H utty in Sauttoor luq. .
half of Nullacunno’ochetty Qusene: - Do. i 46 Pagangery Nadan Vakeel for] . do..co.... Do. X
and others of Tencausey. ' ! 4 Annamalay Chetty and
28 Vellyanasary and others of29th do... ! ; certain others of Virdoo- - "y
}rhr‘dooputty in Sauttoor Do. Y | putty in Sauttoor Ti- : .
alug by Vakeel Curpa- ‘ ‘ lug. - : i
pillay. ’ * f 47 Pam?ngery Nadan of Virdoo-| 2od Septr..../That no obstrucuonblrpaz’hgfogri‘}:ret: carrying
29\Pichenchetty Vakeelof Iyem-| 2nd July.....|For orders t : L utty in Sauttoor Tluq. corpses through public O e prevented by his
p?rglbaul Chetty and others! ) s to go in a Palankeen in procession. 3 ! 48 Trichitumbalum  Pillay ofl 8th do........ That his procession may 1 P
of Shermadavy. * if Ottapedarum. opponents. . -evented.
S0|Ramasamy Nadan and others 16th  do......|Senna Red . k 49 Kistna&oorty Mooppen of 10th do........ That his marriage procession may not be prevente
oi_' Manal_c{o’i‘ iln Shenker- riaggpgroc:ssggn and others prevented their mar ‘ ' Cottayoor in Shenkernina-
ninarcovil Téilug. . : covil. T4lug ma
31iElengamany  Nadan and18 ' A £ Mutusamy Naicker Vakeel 14th do _That the Oilmongers of Bremmadasum Talug may
. h YT LERN] . o . ) I -
otﬁel:SOf Manaloorin Shen- e dowen Sen::.tp pa Reddy and others prevented one of their 1l . 50 for Pi)::handy Josier of] _ be permitted to go in procession ridivg Fulan
32 Cu%-;:r;ﬁf;;o‘%} '{éllu 4 b gina¥co€?lssgxgh0?szg>§clthfn}:xgn};r‘;?zget;i}é::sli{g: ' i S]hevaran'i?’p{etrah in Ten- keens.
akeel, on be- . . ; : alug. . : . i
half of V’eniapanicken 2{26&1 do......|Certain persons attempt to prevent :heir marriage ! 51Vé11,j?;>s:nyicken qof Pottel-17th do........ For orders that his marriage procession may not
Virdooputty in Sauttoor| . processions. t putty attached to Sennel- be prevented.
s3lo Télug. goody Zemindary in Saut-
urpana Nadan of Caloo- , . ‘ toor Tdlug. T TN -
goomalay in Ottaped:f?lgﬂ 30“1- dorenent Do. 52 Mu‘:(x)lsamy Naicken, Vakeel,l19th do........ That their riding 1n Palankeens may not be pre
Télug. o= n behalf of certain Oil- vented by others.
34 Th(e)rikoo d“" dndanuttam of] do D ‘ mongers in Ottapedarum ,
o Ottapedarum T4lug. 0. Télug. ; . ) . -
35 Shgl}ll{adan:lt\bdul N%.bee of] 1st August..[Certain Brami t ting tl lebra . | 53 I\Iutusa?ny Naicl(:)e? on be-22nd do.-w- T tthzlr marriage processiont oo
ermadany. - o . \ns attempt preventing 1e celebra- - ' half of certain ilmongers vented,
36|Pakeery Rowten and certain| 4th do tion of their festival through the ;ublic streets. residing atStreevigOOH?um
37 others of do. Do. e : Talug. ' ttempt to prevent the marriage
Carpa Nadan of Keelaearaul| 8th do That hi i ' : 54 Sunkaranaroynasary of Ten- do...eeser Syed Rowten, &c., attemp P
] in Ottapedarum Télug, ‘st is marriage procession may not be prevented : | causy Cusbah. procession of his son. . . . b 1. 11eens may
8|Viswasa Nadan Vakea ofil0th do y others. : 55 Veeraragoo Pillay, Vakeel,24th do....c... That their marriage processions
Sudalamootteo Nadan of] e Do. { for Samy Chetty and cer- not be prevented.
Marthandumputty in Yet- . tain other Oilmongers of]
39 tiapoorum Zemindary. ; ) Ottapedarum Talug.
Manacoondoo  Ramasamy|l1th do . : 56Do. do. for do. of Sauttan-24th do........ Do.
Panicken §f Alwartirna-| Do. colum in Punjamaul Ta-
gery in  Streevigoont L . lug. .
40 Talug. ° um ’ ) 57 Dol.]qdo. for do. of Perungo- dOuerense- ' Do.
: Pa:;:-vasa. Panicken of Poo-{15th do...... ' . lum jn Streenigoontumn .
’1;{15(1‘13{ in Vedoogramum Do. . Talug. , B
Wﬁﬂwvr WV
{ S S e ir - e )
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:| Parties w . : -_ )
5| Farties who complained. |  Date, B l
il Purport. ;

, T
58| Appavoo 5 —
Avsar, Vak 1859.
b > va eel, on'?
ofezha'l‘]-f of certain Smiths Ith Septr....[That their marriage i in Palankeens
i innevelly and . may not be prey gmezroccssnons i
59 ada ages. |
galingum Pillay, V.
of Ramasam Y, Vakeell 1st October. ; .
gttengauly in S r Thvaetng‘flmf rriage processions may not be Pre”
ua. oor ieir opponents.
60 Myleruq
mperm . .
keel, on behalt o] T8 do....(That o -
coorchy  Pundary ela- ve u) e people of Tiroovadoothoray Matum P!:h
o1y Eremmadasum Talag, oathis passing in a Pulankeen 10 the river W
Madacunnoo Nag s ' usual honors. )
gaycolum i; aB:: of Van-l12th  do... T} ion 1
62|Curpansy madasum "I Palagher Prevents a marriage procession 1%
ana wen.
* 63lp Poomma':ln ggf&:::%)pda' 15th do.. That hi ’ ”
°|"arangery Nadan of V lug, ~{That his opponents prevent his Davghter? mar
ealp putty in do. erdoo-126th  qo T}f::g? procession. t
) veraes '] r, . M4 Vv
aé‘.‘“ge‘}' Nadan, Vakee] ofo s tnl;x Pavaly Zemindar and his people preve?
innacalay  Nadap  sr 26th  do.....Th rriage procession in Palankeen-
(’Zﬂéer-s dof Munn?lrc::‘td ) caez:ihoe -éegi“dar prevents their marriage P/
N mindar a 0 1n Palank
65|lyasa e preen.
| ST et |
6( Cl}:r?a . eor T4 hizr‘xt t:e Shanars should be perentcd from goiré
b 'Ppa Pillay, Vakeel ankeens contrary to usage.
behalf of certaiy St » On do Tl ’ °
mtta a}fcattacoorche];nair: ‘1{: 021)-” caste people prevent their chessw“
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Judicial Department,

’ for the month of May 1860.
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may prove by a suit in the Civil Court

they may undoubtedly go on the public

‘ not to pass by the path is also reversed—the Brahmins
' that the Appellants have no right to pass through it,
; high way and their own streets.

l (Sigoed) V. H. LEVINGE,

i TINNEVELLY, Acting Magistrate.

:} 4th October 1859.

(True Copy.)
| (Signed) J. SILVER,
’ Magistrate.

)
. s i o

No. 40. ORDER THEREON, 26th May 1860, No. 653.

In his letter of 15th March last, the Reverend R. Caldwell addressed Government on the
: subject of an Order, dated 14th December 1859, issued by the Magistrate of Tinnevelly on the
: question of the right of way.

9. Doctor Caldwell had applied to the Magistrate to prevent opposition being offered to
the passing of a marriage procession along the main street of a village. The order was promptly
given; no opposition was made, and it seems doubtful whether any was ever intended.

3. Doctor Caldwell next wrote to Mr. Silver a letter on the general question of right of
way, in reference more particularly to a Notification which the Jatter had promulgated in the
month of December last. Dr. Caldwell furnished a copy of this letter to Government, Who called
upon the Magistrate for his remarks upon it. His report is recorded above.

4. The chief Order of Government on this subject generally, is that of 26th March 1859,
Judicial Department, No, 413.

5. 1Inhis present letter (23rd ultimo) Mr, Silver explains the reasons which led him to
issue the Notification. He states, paragraph 14, that its publication had been attended with the
Dbest effects, and that whereas prior to his rejoining the district in October last year, there had
been a great number of disputes and complaints about processions, &c., there have, since the
Notification appeared, been hardly any.

6. His Excellency the Governor in Council having given the subject his full consider-
ation, does not think that any orders on the part of Government are required, or that it would be
advisable to interfere with the course of action which the Magistrate is now pursuing. It seems
to him that Mr. Silver may best be trusted to carry out his Notification of 14th December last,
with temper and judgment, and in the spirit in which (as appears from his letters now before

T
. Government) he intended it to have effect.

PR

b

X (Signed) T. PYCROFT,
o ) ) . Chief Secretary.

" Exd. F. Cartledge.
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