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sxample of this, 1 may inform Grovernment that in one village in Tenkdsi taluk
" the Shanars (Christians and non-Christians) positively refused to give any state-
*  ments to the local police on the ground - that their prastor had told them to await
the result of & petition he was sending in. T spoke to the pastor wlhio denied the
fact, but it is significant that from that time the police had no further trouble in
obtaining statements in that village. In and about Sivakdsi, on the other hand,
the Christian Shanars entered into a compact with the Maravars, by which their
person and property were protected. Whether a compact of this kind with rioters
and dacoits is punishable under the ldw is perhaps doubtful; but, &% any ratey 1t is
olear from this that they knew of the ir}tended attack on Sivakisi ten days béfore
it took place and yet gave no information to the anthorities. 1 cannot therefore
consider that the conduct of the Christian Shanars has been such as to moerit any
apecial concession on the partof Government, and am therefore unable to recon: mend
them for exemption. I would, moreover, have some hesitation in any ease in
making a recommendation, the effect of whieh would be to give members of one
faith a peeuniary advantage (however stieht) over others. ™. |
' 4. There remains only one class of persons for whoin I consider that I ‘am’
justified in soliciting the eonsideration of Government. [ refer to the sufferers
by the recent ontrages.  Their losses may have been overstated, but must in any
aease have been lieayy, and T woyld respectfully suggest that villages in which
lootings have taken place be exm:pted from the payment of the tax for this year.
I am calling for lists of such villages from the District Superintendent of Police,
and will submit them to Government in due course if my proposal be approved,
1 donbt whether it would be practicable to go further and find out the names of
the aotual suferers, This would, in fact, involve an inquiry into all the cases in
connection with the recent disturbances and the ascertainment of how much is true
and how much is false. The broad fact that certain villages were looted  1a
andoubted, and 1 would respectfully suggest that this 1,3@ made a basis for (,zxem_p‘rion
| of such villages from taxation for the cgrrent year. The plan would be a'_s:_mple
. one, and would give little or no scope tor deluy, ambiguity or fraud. I solicit the
”ez‘zr‘ly orders of Government on this peint. |
5. 1 may add, however, that the Deputy Inspector-General of Police, whom 1
have consulted in' the matter, points out that to exempt all villages of this kind
would be to exempt many of the rioters as well. as th.cu- victims, afr‘nd it wonld
clenrly be undesirable to exempt & village like Hivakdsi which vontains s many

o stiShanats as Shanars. 1 wil‘l“a.‘sk-thfffl)iﬁm“t Superintendeﬁ of Police m sending
in the liss of villages to noto the rough proportions of the different castes in each
Vil’lagfe.(and to give h-is‘opini(‘m in cases where he ponmders that there is any special
roason agailst exempting any particulur ¥ilinge.
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F‘mm M. HAMMICK, Esq., Special Commissioner in Tinnevelly and Madura,
© dated 11th August 1809. : i

| I venture first to point out that when Mr. Bedford in his note refers to the i
. foulty of making an inquiry in view $o determine individually who is to be held
responsible for the rocent outrages ti Tinnevelly, he refers to an inquiry other than
the ordinary Polite inquiries which have been going on vigorously for thelpast

4o months in the district. In my opinion, any attempt to mike an inquiry into
. the conduet of each family in this outbreak must cnd disastrously. = The Police
have had 152 cases to deal with, many of them involving 20 to 30 and more
| adcnsed and crowds of witnesses, who lie beyond belict. | Even in these cases it has
| 'heen fonnd almost inipossible to get at the facts, and _’puw.,.undel- these circumstances,
. can any inquiry that M. Bodiord could migke with any agency at his disposal
olicit anything worthy of credence? 1 was present at inquiries in villages ; i
il mymlfhgjw Shanar after $hﬁmr‘ lied and lied, a8 Bishop Caldwell said they
did, in & barefaced manner Beyond belief, and 1 am porfectly certain that any

attompt by individual inquiry to find out who was and who was not responsible for 3
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¢ From the beginning the Shanars were complaining that the Muhammadans oi
“ Sivakdsi were in league with the Maravars, It was not very easy to believe this
“allegation considering that Muhammadans, who were alien in religion, could
“ have no concern in the religious disputes of the Hindns. But the search of the
“ godown in question (a godown of a local Muhammadan) and the evidence of
“ Othman Muhammad Poliar Lubbai placed the truth of the allegation beyond
“all doubt. The real cause of the sympathy was t‘he desire of["_the. ’M.uhammad_:ms
““ to break down the monopoly of trade which the Shanars of Sivakisi were enjoy-
“ing. The godown and the land in front of it was purchased by the Muham-
“madans and Maravars together with a view to open & murket of their own, and
“laying foundations for shop buildings was one of t}xe immediate canses of the riof
¢ of the 26th April 1809, On the morning ot the 12th July, Captain Burton and I

¢ arrested a Maravar accused in the BSivakdsi looting case, who had taken refuge

“in the Muhammadan quarters, T}gs shows the extent of sympathy the Muham-
“ma the local Maravars.
madans have to the : ars.” | i |

One of the leading rioters in Sivakdsi was a Muhammadan badmash well
known to the Police. ' ‘ ‘ I 0

The conversion to Muhammadanism of the Shanars on the west of Tenkdst is
known. However the Muhammadans can hardly bo blamed for that.

All these facts however ghow that all f-.lassgs are mixed up in tlnsdmat]tm','l:md
that, sympathies and antipathies exist of which we know htde,‘al_x only sxluw
themselves by littlo incidents, which crop up here and there. I should say t 1t
the sympathy of the Muhammadans at Sivakdst with the Maravars makes it
1 { i § R +A8S
inadvisable to exempt them as a class. ‘

L';et]y as to families who suffered and those who did not suffer, T do not

e Tl & 2 1 eIl Mt i I U o &
think mere looting can be taken as any guide. ]jn"(_.ry villager says _h(.. was 1901&@
when his village was burnt, and the half-naked Shanar with a couple of acres of
sand and a few palmyrah trees tells you he lost three or four hundred rupees worth

e
»f jowellery besides grain ! ‘ i j
i JGI thin}lrc cases ofgfamilics whose houses were actually burnt down might 130
considered individually and exemption granted on the ground of poverty, but in
her ease would I exempt. |
o Ot’litfm tax will individually come to a very small sum, and fnll hardly be felt.
An iIl(li/Vidl‘lul inquiry into means is absolutely impossible without an enormous

‘ ostablishment ‘and a considerable staff to hear appeals. I would earnestly

deprecate again anything involving minute inquiry ; it will end 131 3!1 1\111]1(15 lof

Ipractices ; it will retard the infliction of the yery small fine, wimch il oxily
ma b;‘ﬂ rarning : and I am certain it will end in more injustice than is likely
};)(? (fgcflgsi?av;ough i;d ready method of assessment is permitted, and no exemptions

_ allowed.

I believe in Ireland in cases of compeusation a general rate is levied on the
area, and it is a comprehensible principle that every male adult is in his degree
msp(;'ﬁsible for the peaco and order of the srea he lives in, and if disturbance
oceurs is liable to pay his share towards the charge necossary for reinforcing the

arm of the law.

Q?DER—-NO. 1296, Judicial, dated 16th August 1899,

" Adfter a careful consideration of the questions raised in the foregoing papers,

| His Excelloncy the Governor in Council has arrived at the conclusion that no cluss

of persons in the proclaimed areas should be exempted from liability to boar a
portion of the cost of the additional Police force. :

(True Extract.) ‘
G STOKES, ' N
‘ Chief” Secrelary )
To the District Magistrato, Tinnovelly.

Bid, A, D, Xavier.
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