


e, Judicial Consultation, \1th March 185T.

" No. 7. Read the following letter from J. ROHDE, Esq., Inspector of Prisons ; to T. PYCROET,
Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, dated 27th Febraary 1857, No. 77.

Sir, :

Tn reference to Extract from the Minutes of Consultation, 20th February 1857, forwarding
a copy of Mr. Anderson’s letter to your address of the 3lst January, enclosing one from M.
Rettington, I have the honor to state that T am still of opinion that the form of Jail T have pro-
posed is the best for the purpose I have proposed, the plan of the Poona Jail does not afford
means for inspecting the intevior of the Cells from a common centre. I am well aware that this
inspection may be more nominal than real, but the very feeling of being constantly under the eye
of a trustworthy superior is one of the ingredients of the system. I should also question the ad-
vantages of the construction on the Poona plan for the low country.

9, TFor Ootacamund I have in view just such a Prison as Mr. Bettington refers to, a Prison
in wings radiating {rom a common centre. .

3. The Government will observe that the objections to the cireular form hitherto experi-

enced are obviated in my proposition for constructing in segments of ¢ireles having difference of

vadius.

4. T hope with the sanetion of the Right Honorable the Goveinor in Council, to take ad-
vantage of the facilities afforded on the Western Coast for visiting one or two of the Bombay
Jails, after my next visit to the Jails on that Coast.

5. 1 would take this opportunity of again repeating my conviction that the solitary and silent
systems are impracticable and, that if the Government should at any time construct any building
in the hope of cither the one or the other succeeding which p. 14 of the review of my Report
would imply, the result will be only loss and disappointment, I eonsider the acenmulative mass of
evidence and the opinions of those best competent to give them, conclusive on this point.

6. I regret that the Government in their review of my Report have not maintained the

principles on which with its sanction I set out, I had provided for the public convenience to the

full extent, I consider, compatible with the great object I had in view, this object was not of my
(ing, it had been indicated in the Despatches of the Court of Directors, the opinions of this

ernment, the suggestions of the Prison Committee in 1836, and the review of the Supreme

Government on that report. I allude to this point now as the construction of a Prison mainly de-

pends on the system to be pursued in it.
7 7. 1 beg to forward a draft of my letter to the Engineer Officer of Madura, relative to the
7\ preparation of Plans and Estimates for a new Prison at that Station.

(Signed) J. ROHDE,

Inspector of Prisons.

Orper THEREON, No. 295; dated 11th March 1857.
on made by the Inspector of Prisons to the Dis-
aration of a Plan for a new Jail at that station.

No. 8.

The Government approve the communicati
trict Bagineer of Madura, in respect to the prep
Chief Engineer what has been done in his Department

@, They would wish to know from the
for the Central Prison near Madras, under the

towards the revision of the Plan and Estimate :
ordors of Government 21st October 1856, No. 1984..

(Signed) T. PYCROFT,
Chief Secretary.

i E. Canledge.
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