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[ CONFIDENTIAL.]

No. & fOF.
FroM '
Tge SECRETARY 1O THE GOVERNMENT or INDIA
To :
Tae CHIEF SECRETARY 1o THE GOVT. or THE PUNJAB.
Formiay DEPT. A |
- Forr WiLuiaM, the <C February 1896.

The Governor-General in Council has had i i

p.ra‘,ctlce of burning the bodies of persons sentencedutgdc;;at%o?lség::a%lg: 2‘1::
visions of Act XXI.II of 1867 (as amended by Act IX of 1877), or killeg in
the act of cgmmlttm_g an offence in the contemplation of Secti,on 2 of that
éct.- Attention to this subject was attracted by action taken last year in the
Tochi Yalley,_ vyhere on two occasions the bodies of Ghazis killed in}‘;he act of
attacking British subjects were burnt on the scene of the outrage. The
burning of the bodies created a great stir throughout the Tochi Valley, and for
a time 1t sqemed that the friendly disposition of the people towardys" us was
cha.nged to intense bitterness. Within a few weeks of the incidents in the
Tochi, mgrderous outrages were committed on British officers and British Indian
su.b]e.cts in three totally different localities,—FPanjgur in Kelat, the Peshin
District, and the Swat Valley and neighbourhood ; in all cases the bodies of the
Ghazis were burnt.

2. Enquiries which were then instituted showed that althou -
ceedings in every trial held under the Act had not been ’formallghrzh;oﬁf:d
to Governm(;nt by the officer holding the trial, as required by Section 9
of the Act, it ha been the almost invariable practice both on the Punjab
frontier anc.l in Baluchistan to burn the bodies of Ghazis, and that the opinions |
of distinguished officers in the past were greatly divided as to the efficacy of this | 3

practice. ‘

3. At the request of the Governor-General in Council, the Li
Governor consulted several Punjab frontier officers upon tl;e’ folfowlf;?rutegﬁlﬁ'
on which diverse views had been expressed— 5 P,

(1) whether the effect of burning the bodies of Ghazis is deterrent ;

(2) whatis the best way of doaline with snoh bodles it &1
. . . (=) t

burnt, but if it is necessary to prevent th : i 18y ax:e no
fanaticism ; and . eir being used to promote

3) whether the actual presence of a bodvi : :
( a Ziarat or shrine. y is necessary to the sanctity of

4. The majority of officers who expressed an opini :
effect of burning t{le bodies is deterrent. Sir De%lx?igon]?i(:;(;n:&?;kthg o
this view. In regard to the second question: in cases occurrilt)w Withinlatr}is
Jimits of British India, burying the body within the precinctsg of a jail s
generally recommended ; in cases occurring on trans-frontier expeditionslor 1‘:
laces temporarily occupied by our troops on field service, different opinion
are held, but there is no doubt that it is very difficult, in such cases, t pd A
means of disposing of a body so as to prevent its being available for ; Z'eVIS:
As regards the third question all think that the actual presence of the b lgrav .
essential to the sanctity of a shrine or Ziarat, though the Lieutena.nt?G N
believes that, if the people wished to erect a Ziarat to a Ghazi whos bo(;.’ er}?ocli‘
been burnt, some sort of fiction would be started to justify them in d?)in; go a
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5. Sir Dennis Fitzpatrick entertains a strong objection to th i
burning the bodies of Ghazis. His Honour allowgs tﬁat there I;gﬁ?ﬂﬁece :lf
extreme case when assassination by fanatics becomes so prevalent that it might
be essential to resort to burning, but he would treat it as a thing not tolgbe

resorted to except under very extraordinary -cire :
sanction of Government. y umstances and with the

6. The Government of India entirely agree with Si = T "
in his aversion to this practice which has bec{)m% 50 gen erSllI; ]zggnlvilggz%)ﬁ:m&%
not, consider any change in the existing law desirable, they desire that their
view may be made known to all officers serving on the frontier. It should
however, be remembered that the power to order disposal by burning the bod »
of a person who has been convicted and sentenced to death under the Murderou);
Outrages Act (XXIII of 1867) is vested judicially in specified officers, some of
whom exercise executive powers as well. The opinion of the Goverilment of
India cannot contx:ol the exercise of judicial authority, but officers, who are
duly empowered in this respect, will know that as a matter of polic’ the Gov
ernment of India think they should only have recourse to burnin uy; ext :
and excep}uonal cases when there may be good reason to believg that slfgll:l e
measure will check, or put a stop to, what might be called an epidemic ;
assa.ssmz_ttmn by fanatics. It should be impressed upon executive officers thot
proceedings under the Act should be strictly limited to cases of true fanati &l
outrage—e.g., cases of men whose object is to gain martyrdom by killin ica
inﬁdgl and who seek tha_.t_ oblect by assassination—as distinet from a tg ar;
guerilla warfare, such as firing into camps, plundering convoys, etc. The gos:i'o
of men killed in what may fairly be considered guerilla Wal‘%are .Shoul 1 ies
be burnt. The Government of India admit that it is difficult to define ?eze'r
a fanatical outrage, and what is not ; but provided that it is clearly u dw 120013
that the special treatment provided for fanatical outrages is appli gabln frs
outrages only, that it is mot necessarily to be appfi ed to aIl)lp e e to such
and that executive oﬁicers conducting prosecutions under the uAc ;;Olﬁtliagesy
press for an order for disposal of the body of the accused person g shall not
and executed, unless the Local Government has admitted gl)lat th» i t:tznvflctgd
country or of any tract requires action of the kind to be taken, n 4 1 o
be anticipated from the fact that the law leaves to the discre ti,o 4 0 . zim ;eed
trying the case the decision whether any outrage is fanatical or n(())t ¢ oflicer

I have the honour to be,

SIR,
Your most obedient servant,
(8d.) W. J. CUNINGHAM,

Secretary to the Govt. of India.
No. P

A copy of the foregoing is forwarded to the Military Department for the
jssue of such orders as may be deemed necessary.

No. F.

A copy of the foregoing is forwarded to the Political Officer in Dir and
Swat, and the Resident in Kashmir, for information and guidance.

Foreign Office Press—No. 285—14-2-06 - 9

i Miﬁﬁ" - A
4 ‘
¢ H
% !

Confiden tial.

No. 494 F.

FroM :
Tae SECRETARY 1O THE GOVT. or INDIA,

- Tae AGENT 10 THE GOVR.-GENL. 1x BALUCHISTAN.

FonpeioN DEre.

Tort WiLLIAM, the 20th February 1896.

SIR,
I am directed to forward, for your information, a copy of a letter*

addressed to the Government of the
Punjab, on the subject of the burning of
the bodies of Ghazis under the provisions of Act XXIII of 1867 (as

amended by Act IX of 1877).
9 The Government of India are aware that the practice of burning such

bodie: has been general in the Baluchistan Agency, and that the Ifrocedure
has met with your approval ; they consider, however, as zft prosent_': advised, that
the practice which will now be followed on thfa I?unjab frontier s.hmfld be
observed elsewhere in Muhammadan frontier districts. I am to invite an

expression of your opinion with reference to the Baluchistan Agency.

¢ No. 490 F., dated the 20th February 1896.

I have the honour to be,
SIR,

Your most obedient servant,

(81)  W.J. CUNINGHAM,

Secretary to the Government of India.

Fearviga Office Press—No. 285 0—21-2-06—41,
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No. 2812 (Confidential), dated Quetta, the 8th April 1896,

From—MAsor-GeNerar Sie Jayes BRowNE, K.c.s.1,, c.8., r.5,, Agent to the Gov-
ernor General in Baluchistan,

To—The Secretary to the Government of India, Foreign Department,

In reply to your letter No. 494-F. (Confidential), dated the 20th February
1896, on the subject of burning the bodies of ghazis, 1 have the honour to make

the following remarks.
9. I have consulted the following officers on the subject :—

Major Maclvor, ¢.LE., Political Agent, Thal Chotiali.

Licutenant- Colonel Gaisford, late Political Agent, Quetta.’
Captain Archer, Political A‘gent, Zhob. :
Rai Bahadur Hittu Ram, ¢.L.E., on special duty in Kalat.

I ﬁnd that they are unanimously in accord with my own views on the
subject formed during the course of many years, and after the fullest discussion
with all classes of frontier officials and of frontier tribesmen. I beg to attach

their letters on the subject.

8. It would be difficult to find four men in India who have had more
practical experience of ghazi fanaticism than these officers have acquired
during a long term of years spent in frontier administration.

Further, they have mostly had, irrespective of Baluchistan, a long and
close acquaintance with Northern Afghans, from Dera Ghazi Khan to Abbotta-
bad. They all possess that personal experience of the language, feelings,
habits, and general turn of thought of Afghans and Baluchis, without which
no useful practical opinion can be formed on the subject now under discussion.

4. T have myself seen much ghazi outrage in almost every part of the
North- Western frontier for the last 86 years. I attended the trial of the
hazi from Swat who attacked Colonel Lumsden at Hoti Mardan in 1860 ; and
of the ghazi from Bajaur who killed Colonel Adams at Peshawar, I think,
in 1861L. I have on many other occasions at Peshawar, in Piskin, at Quetta,
Bannu, Kandahar, Takht-i-pul, and Kalat-i-Ghilzai, attended the trials of
ghazis in war’ and in peace; and have frequently acted as interpreter or
prosecutor on such occasions. ~As Chief Commissioner I have also
judicially examined all the very numerous trials of ghazis which have
taken place in the Baluchistan Agency during the last four years.
I have myself seen individqal ghazis a.t }\'orlt on four different occasions.
Having spoken to and examined them within a few minutes of their crimes
being committed, I have had some insight into their real sentiments and
motives from their actions and their words. T have been able to appreciate
how dangerous and how contagious, _beyond all imagination of legal British
opinion, was the effect of their fanatical exhortations at such times, even upon
Indian Mahomedans, and, much more, upon their Baluch or Afghan "co-

“religionists.

5. My esperience entirely confirms Colonel Gaisford’s expressed view, that
the demoralising effects of a ghazi outrage can only be fully appreciated by
those who have witnessed it. I was in the crowded Kandahar bazaar in
January 1879, when Lieutenant Willes, R.A., was killed by a ghazi.
But for the united exertions of many British officers, that single case might
have caused most disastrous results and the loss of many lives. On the first
raising of the cry of “ghaza,” Sir Oliver 8t. John was fired at in one place.
In another place, a small Pathan boy of about 11, who was standing quietly

‘besidle me the moment before, snatched a chopper and a white Arum

lily (the Mahomedan emblem of martyrdom) from a butcher’s shop.
He wounded and stabbed some Sikh soldiers, but was fortunately knocked down

1
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Memo., dated the 27th Mare

¢ burning of ghazis’ bodies causing any bitterness towards us
k of tlie Mahomedan population which disapproves s s P
which dreads being drawn into it, and which really approves of it: l)eix;tv
checked by the only measures which can possibly stamp it out. Death, e
religious war, might appeal to a very few rich and educated Afghan Maho-
medans ; but the army of solitary ghazis is solely recruited from the poorest
and most ignorant class, down to whose level of thought and education we
are obliged to legislate for our own protection.

9. I have not oot a strong predilection for, nor have I a ‘strong aversion
ed by fire. I think, however, that the Governieat
of India may be un_der some mls:l[.)prehensi‘on asto the working details of the
practice as it o.h’cams in Baluchistan. .'1 here can be no possible doubt or
difficulty in beliving a 1mant to be a ghazi who glories in being one, and who
proclaims the fact to all who .mll listen to h_lm. The corpses of such ghazis
only are ever burnt in Bal uc}nstan. There is not the remotest chance in this
Agency of such treatment being ever extended to other categories of frontier
crime; whilst there 1s every chance, amounting indeed to a certainty, that
its discontinuahce would, under existing eonditions in Baluchistan, eﬂOl‘H’lously
encourage and increase these hateful and demoralising ghazi outrages.

10. T would call the particular attention of the Government of India
t5 the views (somewhat quaintly expfcssed) of Rai Bahadar Hittu Ram, ¢ 1.E.,
than whom no more conpetent native authority on such a question could

possibly be found.

disbelieve in th
amongst the bul

to, a dead man being consum

P.§.—Since writing the above, I hear that the special spot where the
Panjgurh ghazi, who stabbed Lieutenant Parker, was hanged and burnt,
has been constituted into a ziarat; and has been made into a sort of shrine
ornamented with stones and rags. This is a case in point, where the consum-
ing of the body has not prcvented a ziarat being made. The ghazi is said to

1 to a mullain a dream; and to have explained to him, that

have appeare : ( (
t he was in full fruition of paradise. I doubt, however, whether

although burn L ) X
ander these circumstances the ziarat will enjoy long popularity. It would not

have been raised but for this ingenious mulla, who would probably have been

cured " of bad dreams by a cat-of-nine tails had he ventilated them anywhere
except at Panjgur, where British authority 1s conspicuously non-existent.

No. 1789, dated the 16th March 1896,

From—Masor MacIvow, B.A, C.T.E, Deputy Commissioner, Thal Chotiali,

. Po—The Agent to the Governor General in Baluchistan.
no. No. 1578, dated the 2nd March 1896, forwarding
No. 494-F., dated the 20th February 1896, from e
eign Department, with enclosure, I have the honour
to state that, as faras my observation has gone in Baluchistan, the practice of
burning the bodies of fanatics has a deterring effoct on the crime of “ghaza,”
and T do not think it has ever led to any feeling of enmity against us by other
inhabitants of this country. - There is no connection whatever, in my opinion,
between the isolated erimes mentioned in paragraph 1 of the Government of
India letter as having occurred in Baluchistan, and the punishment inflicted
in the Tochi case. :
9. T do not think, therefore, that any action i§ called for with reference to
the present state ol the law and practice 10 Baluchistan, but it would be no
harm if distriet officers be told that the power of ordering bodies to be burnt

be used with discretion.

In reply to your mer
for opinion copy of letter
Government of India, For

B ]

h 1896, by LieureNanT-CoLoNet Gaisrorp, Political Agent, Thal
Chotiali.

‘1.—Ghazi-ism is a crime which has a most terrorising effect, and which

cannot be understood except by those that have witnessed it. The coolies all

o
o
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along the line, from Kach to Chaman and Quetta, were paralysed 1
arafysed by a single

case. Bach permanent-way gang h: .
¥ gang had to be especi: .
would have all run away. specially guarded, or the coolies

m n L] .
Therefore when a case of ghazi-ism is proved, the stronee
be taken to prevent a recurrence. ; ongest measures must

As far as my observation, burnine th

: . ’ g the body h:

Tl'le;gnorant people of these parts believe that yth;ts d:gt\;er{. deterrent effect.

W_lll prevent. the body from rising at the sound of the cl‘l‘f lzn of t.hg bunes

barning destroys the hope of immortality, and is a very heai}; Pltll;:;nfp Thus
' shment, ,

If the body were not burnt, but mad .
hu}'ied and_a mnrt.yr’s shrine, bedecked Wﬁ;l?v%raffs af}(llewll'xei']tatweg’ oA
buﬁlt ozer it. dTlns would be visited, not only b saoHls C1§s stones, would he
(l)lt lSrs rom a distance. The ghazi’s deed would be narratede ﬂrolunq, but by
eld up as an example. The shrine would thus arouse a spirit ‘(‘)‘f“fmll\;:_ actions
icism.

Naturally Mahomedans do not like thei

sigsboan For : eir co-religioni

our action in doing so has never stirred up any bllgtlérllm?r:?ts Hane:oarab: But
vast majority of the people by no means approve of ghz;;i-li:mthese parts. The

II.—1If the body is buried it should b i

x \l » . . e s e 1

possibly be exhumed. To bury in jail limits segmgl;fr’lofscslqnoiiaf;:ﬁ 1t cannot
, easure,

. I ha e ; i

a corpse. I very much doubt if such a
in these parts. one would be reverenced or visited

Mewmo. dated the 27th Febraary 1896
From—Carrary Arcuer, Political Agent, Zhob .
2

To—The Agent to the Governor General in Baluchistan
Disposal of bodies of ghazis.

Tt is not quite clear on what points an opinion j :
ment of India in their letter No. 594,.F.,ada?§cintll?3 égtﬁu{,md by the Govern.
ing, however, tlm}; the points are those enumerated i: rfmry ERg0. ARL:
letter to the Punjab Government (No. 490-F., dated th 2})‘11“5—{“‘&[)h ey
I proceed to consider these in order. 2 A0th- Hebriszy 10005

(1) T have no doubt whatever that the eff : v

ghazis is deterrent, and strongly deterrent. Iﬁzzgcoﬁrebﬁzmt’;g “1(]3( bodies of
subject with Pathans, who know well the feelings of thg eg ly o de“ on the
invariably held that burning is a strong deterrent. The peop ]Z’ i t}‘“if' i
so-and-so ; what a bahadur he was; what a number of ig)ﬁdgls lsla:ay i{'ll g?k e
yet what was the use of itall ? In the end he was burned like a dog b GS ; and
vinced am I of this that T bave no doubt that if it were known tbel?(;, w'xso = in
a chance of a ghazi escaping burning, the number of cases of *“ghuza "y e\aeln
Zhob district would increase considerably. il

(2) I know of no way except burning in which such bodies can be dealt
with so as to prevent their being used to promote fanaticism. There are »
jails in the Zhob distriet in which tbe bodies could be buried; and f;ven n'%
there were, I should regard the practice of burying ghazis or an on’ 1‘1
within jails as a most objectionable one. To run the risk of poisonizm l_eP: "
persons in order to avoid hurting the feelings of the friends and relativ lVng’%
the dead murderers, appears to me to carry to unreasonable extremes th i
ference of the immaterial before the material. s

(3) Iam inclined to think that among the more ignoran

stitious it might be possibie to start some sort of cult of aDZiara,tt Wailt]l(llo;:p&r.
actual presence of abody. Therewould, however, be great difficulties in the
way of any such ziarat becoming widely known and highly honoured.

B

9. I fully agree {hat it is most important that only cases of true fanatical

ountrage chould be tried under the Murderous Outiages Act. Ihave never hitherto

fonnd any difficulty in drawing the line between fanatical outrages and
crimes due to ordinary motives. Where the crime clearly belongs to the
former category—v here, for instance, as often happens, the criminal proclaims
and glories in 1is fanatical motives,—the bedy should, in my opinion, invariably
be disposed of by purning. “The state of the country » (certainly in Zhob, if
not throughout Paluchistan), in my opinien, requires action of the kind to be
ta]geil,” and I trust that the Local Government will accept this yiew.

No., 120, dated the 21st March 1896,

From—Ra1 BAHADUR Hirru Rawm, C.LE,
To—The Agent to the Governor General in Baluchistan,

With reference to your office qonﬁdentjal letter No. 1577, of the 2nd
instant, T have the honour to say that, inmy opinion, the time has not yet come to
stop the practicc of burning the qules of ghazis, chause in the cases of ghazis
only 80 much punishment 7s fixed in excess of that in cases of ordinary mur-
ders that the bodies of ghazis are burnt so that the other persons may take
o warning, and there is no doubt that by this the other persons certainly take
o warning. 1f this practice is stopped. the _people will mo doubt make the
tombs of ghazis as giaxat, and this will excite the people to become ghazis.
In my opinion for some {ime, some more punishment may also be added,—that
is to say, some liability may be put on the heirs of ghazis and the mullas
belonging to the village or tribe of ghazis, so that the people may once be afraid
tom of becoming ghazis be put to a stop. 'When this custom is put
decreased, these restrictions c}?n then b(]aJ gr:ll)dgally ;:eml?ved. For

-esent by stopping the ractice of burning the bodies ol g azis there
such offences are committed by ancivilised men.  If jchey will be treated mildly
they will not appreciate the kindness, bub they will be rather encourag.ed.
The peaccful and well-disposed Mussalmans never feel- afflicted by the burning
of the bodies of such mad ghazis. Morcover the _Amlr of Kabul, who calls
himself the Khalifa of the Mussalmans, sometimes treats the Mussalman

2 h a manner that he ots some offenders burnt in a caldron of
offenders 11 SUC . é oil, and gets some offenders killed by put-

® Siab chab. ' ting them in a dark well,* and the hodies

ders are cut to pieces and put before beasts. No sign of the

offen i ol
gfﬁ;’ﬁg tomb of such men then remains. All the Mussalmans of Afghanistan,
ments of the

and most of the Mussalmans of India, are aware of such punish

GO oc m" Sinﬂl.'-No. c9 F. D. 27"’9‘.—”4
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No. 1178 F., dated Simla, the 8th May 1896 (Confidential).

From—H. S. BARNES, Esq., Officiating Secretary to the Government of India
Foreign Department, s
To—The Agent to the Governor-General in Baluchistan,

I am desired to acknowledge the receipt of your confidential letter
No. 2842, dated 8th April last, containing your views in regard to the practice
of burning the bodies of Ghazis executed under the provisions of Act XXIII
of 1867 as extended and applied to Baluchistan.

9. The Governor-General .in Council has noted with interest the opinioﬁs
expressed in your letter and in its enclosures, and has observed with satisfaction
that you have declared emphatwa.lly ggalnst the extension of the practice of
burning the corpses of executed criminals, to categories of frontier crime other
than true « Ghaza.”

‘With regard however to your opinion as to impolicy of any change of
practice in cases of “Ghaza,” I am to point out that the instructions con-

tained in the letter to the Punjab Govern-
: ~ ment, which is marked in the margin, do
not forbid the burning of the bodies of Ghazis. In that letter the Government
of India have expressed their own views in regard to this practice, and have
desired that it should be strictly confined to fanatical outrages. But with
this expression of opinion they have left to the Local Government and to its
frontier officers the responsibility of exercising the discretion, which they now
possess, and which it is not proposed to withdraw.

3. The Governor-General in Council is of opinion that a similar course
may reasonably be followed in Baluchistan. I am therefore to request that the
views of the Government India, as stated in the letter to the Punjab Govern-
ment above cited, in regard to the principles which should guide officers in
the exercise of their discretion, may be communicated to all the officers of the

Baluchistan Agency.

No. 490 F., dated the 20th February 1896.

No. 1179 F.

A copy of the foregoing letter i§ forwarded to the Military Department,
in continuation of the endorsement from the Foreign Department No. 491 F.,

dated the 20th February 1896.
By Order, &e.,

FOREIGN DEPARTMENT,
SIMLA; (8d) E.H.S. CLARKE,
The Sth May 1896. Asstt. Secretary to the Govt. of India.

Foreign Office Press—No, 638—=18-5-96—28,
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No. 99 of 1896,

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA.

FOREIGN DEPARTMENT.
SECRET.

R

Frontier.

To
Tae Rieur Hox'sue LORD GEORGE F. HAMILTON,
: Her Majesty’s Secretary of State for India.
SimMrA, the 19th May 1896.

My LorDp,

The ¢ Act* for the suppression of murderous outrages in certain

o Districts of the Punjab,’ as amended

. : by Act IX of 1877, provides that the

bodies of fanatics sentenced to death under the Act shall be disposed of as
the Sessions Judge or Commissioner by whom they were sentenced shall direct.

9. Our attention was attracted to this subject last year by events
in the Tochi valley, where on two occasions the bodies of ghazis killed in the
act of attacking British subjects were burnt on the scene of the outrage.
The burning of the bodies created a considerable stir in the Tochi valley,
and for a time there seemed a danger lest the friendly disposition of the people
towards us might be changed to a feeling of bitterness. By what was probably
nothing more than an accidental coincidence similar murderous outrages on
British officers or British Indian subjects occurred within the next few weeks at
Panjgur in Makran, in the Pishin district, and in the Swat valley and neigh-
bourhood. In all these cases the bodies of the ghazis were burnt. Enquiries
which were then instituted showed that it had always been the almost invariable
practice, both on the Punjab frontier and in Baluchistan, to burn the bodies of

fanatics as a deterrent measure.

3. The opinions of distinguished officers have been greatly divided in
the past as to the real effect of this procedure among border Musulmans. It
has been advocated sometimes because of its supposed efficacy as a deterrent—
sometimes on the ground of administrative convenience, in order to prevent the
erection over the criminal’s body of a shrine, which may encourage others
to follow his example. It is repugnant to our minds to employ a form of
punishment which derives such efficacy as it possesses, solely from the result it

|
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is supposed to produce in the mext world. But the reasons given for its con-
tinuance have in our opinion sufficient force to render it undesirable to make
any change at presenj: in Section 8 of the Act. After full consideration
therefore we have contented ourselves with

expressing* our entire concurrence in Sir
Dennis Fitzpatrick’s aversion to the practice, and have requested that our views

may be made known to all officers serving on the Punjab frontier. We
have stated that we do not desire to make any change in the existing law, and
our opinion cannot of course control the exercise of the judicial discretion
which is vested by the Act in certain Courts and officers ; but executive officers
prosecuting under the Act will in future know that, as a matter of policy,
the burning of bodies should, in the opinion of the Government of India, be
strictly limited to cases of true fanatical outrage, and that even in these cases
this method of disposing of the body should only be pressed for when the Local
Government has admitted that, owing to the prevalence of the crime in any
particular tract, such action is necessary or expedient.

® Enclosure No. 1.

4. Major-General Sir James Browne and the officers of the Baluchistan
Agency, whom he consulted, are in favour of continuing in that province, where
Act XXTIII of 1867 is also in force, the practice which has hitherto been
observed. We have reminded the Agent to the Governor-General that our
instructions to the Government of the Punjab do not forbid the burning of the
bodies of ghazis; that we have merely expressed our own views in regard to
the practice; and that with this expression of opinion it has been left to the
Local Government and its officers to exercise the discretion they now possess,
and which it is not proposed to withdraw. We see no reason why a similar
course should not be followed in Baluchistan. We have therefore directed
that the views contained in our letter to the Punjab Government should be

made known also to all the officers of the Baluchistan Agency. A copy of
the correspondence is enclosed.

We have the honour to be,
My Lorp,
Your Lordship’s most obedient, humble Servants,

(Signed)  ELGIN,

e G. 8. WHITE,
2 J. WESTLAND.
% J. WOODBURN,
» M. D CHALMERS,
. E. H. H. COLLEN,
R Do " A. C. TREVOR.,
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Simla, the /2 June 1896.

Dear Mr. Price.

With reference to your official letter No. 811,
dated the 2nd igsiént, reporting the cirgumstances under
which the bodies of some of the Moplas killed in the recent
Mopla outbreak were burnt,and stating that wheg the reports
on the recent outrage come to be dealt with by the Govern-
ment of Madras the matter will be fuyther considered, 1 am
desired to say that the Government of India will be.glad if
the Government of Madras-will/in due course/inform theé of
the result of the fufther consideration of the case. I am
meanwhile to forward,for the information of His Excellency
the Governor in Council a copy of a Despatch No. 99, dafed
the 19th May last, and enelosures, addressed by the Govern-
ment of India to the Secretary of StaPe in conneetion with

the practice of burning the bodies of Ghazis on the North

West
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I am to ask that the papers now sent may be treated : : ‘ ‘ : ¢

2 as strietly confidential. : i

Yours : e 2358

‘

The Hon'ble J. F. Price, 0.5.I., ' he G ; : ftes : : : | .
Chief Seey. to the Govt. of Madras. : R i ‘ g £ : s | |
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