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| ’ CONFIDENTIAL. |
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) | | j ' | e GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS,
| ) REVENUE DEPARTMENT.,

FURTHER PAPERS.

/ , Reap—again the following G.0., Mis. No. 2033, Revenue, dated 22nd May
€.0. | No: J Department, Date. G.0. l No. Department. ‘Date, 3 | i i 3

/ |

. « A Read—the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue (Land Revenue), Mis.
' bl | No. 2279, dated 6th May 1895 :—

Co o 7 / [‘é ¥ 3 "'. ‘ Read—the following letter from E. A. ELWI.N,. Esq., Acting Collector of Trichi-
/ / | BN L | nopoly, to the Secretary to the Commissioners of Land Revenue, dated 2nd
‘ g May 1895, Current No. 1429/Rev. :——

I have the honour to report that, on the afternoon of 29th ultimo, a deficienc

3 of Rs. 2,000 was discovered in a remittance received from the Perambalir taluk,

. R The remittance consisted of nine boxes stated to contain 96,000 rupees in cash
3 ' and 6,000 rupees in currency notes. The poxes, as soon as they arrived at the

huzur treasury on 24th ultimo, were lodged in the double lock strong room for safe

. custody, their seals and fastenings being apparently in good order.

| 2. The remittance was not taken up for examination until 29th ultimo, because

| . remittances previously received from other taluks were pending at the date of its

‘ receipt and their examination was finished only on S_aturday the 27th. On being

opened one of the boxes which should have contained Rs, 6,000, or six bags

of whole rupees, was found to contain but four bags, or Rs. 4,000,

3. The Tahsildar of Perambalir was at once directed to report whether there
was any surplus in his sub-treasury to cover the deficiency found here. His report,
just received, is to the effect that there is 1o such surplus, and the amount has
been charged in the cash book under article 664 of the Civil Account Code as
an ‘“‘advance recoverable” pending the result of the inquiry which the Deputy
Collector in charge of the division, the Superintendent of Police and myself are
making.

4. A full report will be forwarded as soon as the inquiry is completed.
»
Resolution—Mis. No. 2279, dated 6th May 1895.
: Recorded.
: 2. The further report promised in the Collector’s letter is awaited.
3. The Board observes that this is t}le secor 1 occasion on which a defaleation
has been reported from this district within a very, hort space of time——pide’ Boavd’s
: : Proceedings, No. 1882, dated 17th April 1895. ', he Collector’s reports upon both
; BK defalcations should be expedited.

(A true Copy and Extract.)

(Signed)  R. (. C. CARR,
Ag. Secretary.

Copy to the Secretary to Government, Revenue Department. -
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Order-—Mis. No. 2033, Revenue, dated 22nd May 1895.
Recorded. '
(True Extract.)
(Signed) G. 8. FORBES,

A - ), e
To the Accountant-General. g- Seer etary.

'

Reap—again G.O., Mis. No. 2758, Revenue, dated 11th July 1895,

ApstracT.—Passing orders on papers relating to the defalcati :
Trichinopoly on the 3rd April 1895. ions in the Huzur treasury at

— e

Reap—again the following G.0., Mis. No. 2939, Revenue, dated 24 July 1895

Read—the following letter from F. C. HARRISON Esq., Officiating A
Geeneral to the Government of Madras, to ';he Se,cretary iogGoiizﬁﬁfgzz-
Revenue Department, dated Fort St. George, 11th J uly 1895, No. C. 87

With reference to my letter to Government, No. 1595, dated the 21st J une
1895, I have the honour to make the following remarks on (1) the defalcation which
oceurred at the Huzur treasury, I'richinopoly, on the 8rd April 1895, (2) the
deficieney found in a remittance made to the same treasury by t{:e sub~treasu1.y aib
Perambalir on the 22nd April 1895.

2. A report on the former case was submitted to Government by the Board of
Revenue (Land Revenue) in its Proceedings, Mis. No. 3007/Confdl.” No, 56, dated
17th June 1895 ; the final report on the latter case has only just (on the 7th instant)
been forwarded to the Board by the Collector. In this communication, however,
I propose dealing with both cases, as the incidents occurred in the same treasury,
though the treasurer was not the same, the one concerned in the first case having
been suspended on the 5th April 1895.

3. As regards the defalcation of the 31‘{1 April, I may observe that the Collec-
tor’s first report left points to be cleared, which necessitated nry obtaining from him
a second report, eopy of which I enclose for the information of Government
(letter No. 1140 E, Revenue, dated 7th July 1895, with enclosure). The halance
of the 2nd April {(apparently verified by Mr. Rawson some time on the 3rd) in the
treasurer’'s hands amounted to Rs. 1,078-1-0. Ifit be a fact that the balance
of the treasurer had been for some time under Rs. 2,000 and he had not access to
the double lock balance.or to the unshroffed coin, then the deficiency could not
have been a “ chronic” one. It would therefore follow that the treasurer
of his subordinates) embezzled the money on a day of inspection and then
evening of the same day informed against himself. I cannot accept this vie
it appears from the Collector’s second report that he does not belieye {]
Treasury Deputy Collector hqd for some time past properly verified the W
balance or observed with strictness the rules of the Account Code relatine to ;h
custody of money. I therefore incling, like the Collector, to the belief t?nat t‘he
defalcation was ‘‘ chronic” or, at any rate, not committed on the day of inspect; o
The conduct of the Treasury Deputy Collector in not acquainting either My IRa s
or Mr. Andrew with the deficiency the same day was most indefensible, wson

4. There can be no question that the remittance defalcation Wwas ma
by a wholesale disregard of the ordmary rules emphasized and
Rawlin’s Circular No. XVI, datgd 20th June 1891, which was
covery of a defalcation in a remittance in this district in the tin
Deputy Collector.

5. As the journey from Perambalir to Trichinopoly took 48 },
tance should have been secured in boxes nailed down and fanto

(or one
on the
w, and
1t the

ide possible
summarized i My,
1ssued on the dis-
1e of thig Treasury

ours, the remit-
ned by iron hoops
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riveted at the junctions. This was not done but the l)ags were placed in boxes
locked by a country bazaar lock and sealed by a faint seal. Contrary also to rule,
the boxes were not weighed before despatch.

6. The Treasury Deputy Collector also did not weigh the boxes on receipt,
although the circular above referred to expressly required this to be done. As the
defalcation was made entirely.in one box and must have amounted to about one-
third of the correct contents, it is obvious that the most casual weighing would
have brought to light the deficiency.

7. Considering that the boxes were not nailed down, but were locked with
country locks, and that the seals were faint, it was, I think, clearly the duty of the
Treasury Deputy Collector to have counted the bags in the boxes as there was
every possibility of the remittance having been tampered with on the way. By
not making any examination, he relieved the escort of all responsibility.

8. In any case, it seems to me that the two defalcations taken together shovf
a great laxity in treasury management for which the Treasury Deputy Collector
is primarily responsible. ,

Excrosures.

From E. A. ELWIN, Esq., Acting Collector of Trichinopoly, to the Accountant-General,
Madras, dated Trichinopoly, 7th July 1895, R.C. No. 1140 (e) Rev.

With reference to your letter, No. 1597, dated 21st June 1893, T have the honourto forward
herewith the Treasury Deputy Collector’s office-note No. B., dated 6th July 1895, replying to
the points raised by you.

2. The first point is, I think, sufficiently elucidated by the Treasury Deputy Collector.

3. As to the second point, the Treasury Deputy Collector appears to scout the idea of a
“ chronic deficiency,” but my own impression is that he has been for a long time past placing
undue eonfidence in his subordinates and neglecting various rules of the Civil Account Code and
it is in my opinion highly probable that he frequently neglected to make anything more than a
very superficial examination of the treasurer’s balance.

4, The third point deals with the handling by the treasurer of the unshroffed coin ; and, as to
this too, I have grave doubts whether the rules have been complied with by the Treasury Deputy
Collector. .

5. Last point: The, records of this office show that the matter of the treasurer’s indebted-
ness was duly reported to the Board of Revenue; that the man was granted long leave so as'to
enable him to make arrangements to discharge his liabilities ; and that he was not allowed to
return to duty until he had produced some evidence, which was accepted as satisfactory, that he
had retrieved his position.

Office-note from M.R.Ry. A. KRISHNASWAMI ATYAR, Avargal, Treasury Deputy
Collector, Trichinopoly, to the Collector of Trichinopoly, dated 6th J uly 1895, No. B.

[ Reference.—Collector’s footnote, R.C. No. 1140/95 (d), dated 29th June 1895, to Accountant-
General’s letter, No. 1597, dated 21st June 1895, directing the Treasury Deputy Collector to
report on certain points raised by the Accountant-General. |

I beg to reply as follows :—

2. Answer to 2nd paragraph of the Accountant-General’s letter.~The balance in which the
deficiency was discovered was not the one examined by Mr. Rawson. The deficiency was dis-
covered in the closing balance of the 8rd April, while the balance examined by Mr. Rawson was
the closing one of the previous day. . »

3. The actual transfer of charge to Mr. Rawson by Mr. Andrew was in the afternoon of the
3rd, but the former began to count the treasury in the forenoon of the 3rd with the closing balance
of the 2nd, beeause the quantity of cash and stamps to be examined was very large and likely to
oceupy from four to five hours. His examination terminated that day at 8 or 8-30 p.m. The trans-
actions of the 3rd were not going on, nor had they commenced when Mr. Rawson arrived at the
treasury for examination. After the transactions of the 3rd were over, and when I was_ -nitin
for the balance sheet (form No. 38) of that day, the treasurer came and told me that the cash
present showed a deficiency. The transactions with the double lock had then been over and the
strong room sealed. There was no unshroffed coin on the evening of the 8rd, nor did any
unshroffed coin remain in the possession of the treasurer when his balance was examined by
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Mr. Rawson. The unshroffed coin (Rs. 20,000) which formed part of the closing balance of the
9nd, and which had been placed in the single lock room for want of space in the double lock
room had been brought to the double lock strong room on the 3rd before Mr. Rawson arrived at
the treasury.

4, Answer to 3rd paragraph of the Accountant-General’s letter.—I do not quite see how
there could have been a “ chronic deficiency ” of over Rs. 2,000 as before the date of the defalca-~
tion the treasurer’s balance used to be verified by me roughly every evening and in detail every
last day of the week, and it was generally less than Rs. 2,000 and had been so for several days
previous to the 3rd.

5. Answer to 4th paragraph of the Accountant-General’s letter.—-Unshroffed coin is always
treated as part of the balance under double lock, and entered as such in form No. 38 and kept
in the double lock ; but whenever no space was available for it there it used to be lodged in the
single lock both my own and the treasurer’s seals being affixed to its padlock. This course was also
followed on the evening of the 2nd April when a sam of Rs. 20,000 was placed in the single lock

room. The police guard seal book will show that

* Two of the doubls lock room on two different padlocks, ~they took charge of four * seals on the evening

and two of the single lock room on one padlock, ((); thatlday - . “1: 1)1’ letters toTthe Accountant-

v 1894 and 468 of 22nd eneral quoted in the margin,T I have alread

t L;t;g:fmlfyf”‘l-aﬁ? of 29th January 1894 and 468 of brought to his notice the overcrowded state oyf

the double lock strong room and sought his

ermission to have it extended. In one of those letters, viz., No. 222, dated 29th January 1894,

f&lso brought to his notice that packed remittance boxes had once to be put into the single lock

room for want of space in the double lock room, and that both my own and the treasurer’s seals

were on that occasion affixed to the padlock of that room in consequence of the contents of that

room exceeding Rs. 5,000. Unshroffed coin is never treated as part of the treasurer’s balance

and it is given out for examination in my presence. The double lock strong room has now been
extended and there will be no more occasion to keep unshroffed, &o., coins in the single lock.

6. The treasurer’s indebtedness was a fact known to me since 1890 or 1891 when the
matter was reported by the Collector to the Board, and he was compelled to remain on leave till
he proved that he fairly retrieved his position. e returned to duty after proving that he
fairly retrieved his position. The correspondence connected with the subject are in the General
branch of the Collector’s office.

e e

Order—Mis. No. 2939, Revenue, dated 24th July 1895.

Recorded pending the receipt of the Board’s report on the deficiency in the
remittance from the sub-treasury at Perambalir.

(True Extract.)

(Signed)  E. GIBSON,
Secretary to Government.

To the Accountant-General.
Board of Revenue (Land Revenue).

Reap—again the following G.O., Mis.9 No. 3284, Revenue, dated 15th August
1895 :—

Read—the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue (Land R
No. 252/Confdl. No. 75, dated 22nd July 1895 ‘( and Revenue)

Read—again Proceedings of the Board of Revenue (Land Revenue) Mis. ‘
dated 6th May 1895.( ) Mis. No. 2279,

Read—also the following letter from E. A. ELWIN, Esq., Acti
Trichinopoly, to the Secretary to the Commi;;sion(claxzs oc':f lilg.;lg()lll{?tor £t
dated 7th July 1895, Ref. on C. No. 1429/Rev. :— venue,

In continuation of this office letter, Ref. on C. No. 1429/Rey,

I have the honour to submit the further report therein promiséd aftr)o’u(};&:ﬁg 3 :{;1 May,
of Rs. 2,000 that was discovered on 29th April in a remittance received at theclllency
treasury from the Perambalir taluk. uzur
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9. On 22nd April, during the Tahsi}dar’s absence from the taluk head-quarters
in canip, a remittance, supposed to consist of Rs. 66,000 in cash and Rs. 6,000 in
currency notes, or Rs. 62,000 1n all,_ was despatched by the head accountant
Sundararaja Rau and the shroff Gpvmdu from the sub-treasury to the huzur.
The cash and notes were packed in nine small but strong remittance boxes, the lid
of each of which was secured by a padlock and a piece of tape connecting it with
the body of the box. The tape was sealed at either end, and a_bit of cloth was
wrapped round the padlock and fastened with a seal. There were thus three seals on
each box. The three carts that were employed to carry the boxes left Perambalir
shortly after noon and reached the huzur treasury, some 35 miles off, about 48
hours afterwards. They did not travel between sunset and sunrise and were
drawn up for the first night in front of the Padalur police station, which is quite
close td the road, and for the second night outside the Trichinopoly taluk police
station, where some carts bringing a remittance sfrom the Musiri taluk were also
halting. The boxes had been entrusted to a police escort comprised of head con-
stable Abd-ul Majid Sahib and six other constables. The head constable had
given the taluk officials a receipt to the effect that he had taken charge of nine
boxes, each of which bore three seals in good order and into which Rs. 62,000 in
all had been put. A taluk peon, named Gopalasami, had been deputed, in accord-
ance with the custom prevailing in the district, to take the keys of the padlocks of
the treasure boxes to the huzur and to be present there when the detailed exami-
nation of the remittance was proceeded with. This man did not start with the
carts and accompany them throughout the journey, as is usually done, but left
Perambaltir by transit on the morning of 23rd April and overtook them a short
distance outside Trichinopoly. On the following day the constables and the peon
presented themselves at the huzur treasury. The Treasury Deputy Collector
neglected to have the boxes weighed or the bags counted in accordance with the
provisions of article 651 of the Civil Account Code, and contented himself with
instructing the Treasurer to examine the outer condition of the boses. The seals
being found to be intact, the boxes were placed inside the double lock strong room
and a receipt stating that nine boxes said to contain Rs. 62,000 had been delivered
in good order was granted to the head constable in charge of the escort guard. The
police then left the place, but the peon stayed at Trichinopoly to await the open-
g of the boxes. As some remittances from other taluks which had arrived about
the same time were examined first, this particular remittance was not taken up for
examination until 29th April, when the peon attended, handed over the sealed bag
containing the keys of the padlocks, and watched the examination of the contents
of the boxes. The Treasurer superintended the opening of the boxes in the double
lock strong room, the Treasury Deputy Collector being seated just outside the gate-
way, disposing of some routine business. The first two boxes that were opened
contained the correct number of bags as shown in the invoice. The third box,
however, contained but four instead of six bags of Rs. 1,000 each. The contents
of the remaining boxes were next examined and found correct. .

3. The Treasury Deputy Collector came over to my office without any
undue delay and told me of the fact of the deficiency. He brought with him the
peon who admitted before me that in one of the nine boxes containing the taluk
remittance there was a deficiency of Rs. 2,000, though the box was apparently in
good order before being opened. I went over to the treasury and made some
enquiries which resulted in my coming to the conclusion that the boxes had been
duly deposited in the double lock strong room on .thelr receipt and that it was
most improbable that the deficiency of Rs. 2,000 discovered in one of them was
due to a defalcation in the huzur treasury. I looked at the box in question,
its padlock and seals. There was nothing about it to show that it had been
tampered with, though, on the other hand, Ifound that the padlock was a common
bazaar article worth but a few annas, such as it is not difficult to fit with a key,
that the seals bore but a very faint impression, and that the label on the lid indi-
cating the value of the contents, unlike those on the other boxes, had been gummed

over a piece of straw, the ends of which protruded beyond the paper.

4. T was at first inclined to think that the deficiency might be due to the
accidental detention of two bags at the sub-treasury and sent an urgent message to

e o
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: oint. Information of the deficiency was at the same
the Tal.lslldatl'ot;)hl(;eg)gezglt%au%y Deputy Collector, Ariyalur, in };vhose charge the
s g;)veln’l taluk is, and to the police. Mr. West, the Superintendent of Police,
i ztlu':‘ ‘be c'un’ ing in the neighbourhood and he promptly visited the taluk
happened " led t(he Izioor of the treasury pending the return of the Tahsildar from
e andi(}a]a arrival of the Deputy Collector. On the morning of 1st May the
£ e eo ened in the presence of the above three officers, when the balance
'treasué'y Wa:xalr)nination to be correct according to the accounts. The Tahsildar
plx;ove g reported to me that there was no surplus, and the deficient Rs. 2,000
i, d'r? ly held to be a defalcation and ordered to be treated, under article
ggzeo?ﬁf Clivgilyikccount Code, as an ‘‘ advance recoverable,”

taken was to ask the Superintendent of Police and the
De If:( %I;Tlegfg: tzt(;}z)ld a full inquiry into the matter. Mr. West worked at the
4 1 };nself for some days, but," failing to get any clue, he placed an Inspector on
case‘. li duty for the purpose of collecting information. The Deputy Collector and
Speui}ld . }1’) th of whom were formerly in the Police department, as well as the
Tahsi }a;r, eobeen doing their utmost for several weeks past to find out how the
Hg}ﬁi;‘tigg was perpetfated, but I regret to say that all efforts to procure direct
evidence have proved fruitless. .
6. The money was undoubtedly taken either—
(1) at the huzur treasury, or Liict
(?) from the cart while the remittance was being taken from Per
to the huzir, or : .
(3) at the Perambalir taluk office, either when the remittan
prepared for despatch, or some time previously,

icion appears to rest on the huzu.r treasury.
made7~sl§)(;v 5:};3;1;1; the 1-é£ittanqe boxes were deposited in the d.oul)le .lock strong
room as soon as they were {iehvered, and it woul.d be next to impossiblo for the
fastenings of a box so deposited to be tampered with for Rs. 2,000 in cash to be
removed not only from the box, but also from the room, and for the ou
of the box to be restored to its former condition in broad daylight.

- in which the money may h been tak

. As regards the other two ways in w 4 y tmay have heen taken
there8 i8 2. difference of opinion between the Deputy Collector and the Police
Inspector. The former considers 1t probable that some members of the police
escgrt guard were the offenders, while the latter suspects the taluk shroff.

9. The head constable, who was the escort oﬁicer,_
admission to the effect that, in taking charge of the remittance, he looked gt and
counted each bag and that there were then lying in the boxes 56 bags as shown
in the invoice, and not 54 only as found on the opening of the hoxes at the
‘huzur treasury. His statement is corrobomted. by the head accountant and
shgoff and he adhered to it when I recently exammed him at Perambaliy, | see
no reason why the story should not be accepted, for the procedure he
have adopted in taking charge is that contemplated in the C
cases such as the one in question, where the remittance boxes
of by weight, and is follov‘ved, I have ascertained, in more
treasury in this district. The Police Inspector sets up agains
version the statements of two other constables and some cart
vicinity of the taluk office at the time. These men appear
head constable went into the treasury room only a f.eW. minutes before the hoxes
were brought out fastened and sealed, and from this it ig argued that there could
‘not possibly have been time for him to have looked at each bag and seen the hoxes
made ready to be placed on the carts. The witnesses had probably no clear idea
‘of the length of time the head constable was acty

ally in the room, for, whe
suddenly came upon one of the constgbles the other day and asked him h’o‘;’r ]T:nl
the head constable was there, he replied that he could not tell, even approximately.

5 Bie ossibilit'y .of tz}mpering with a box and then restoring it to g thi
ﬁﬁe its fOI'III)IGI‘ condition, it is usually found that there is in the ﬁot wea(t)llxl::' \:tlal!l'g
little of the impression of the seal remaining on the seals when remittance boxes
are delivered after a long journey by road, and I thiyk that a coin or any picce

ambalir
ce was being

All the Inquiries

ter aspect

has made a damaging

d professes to
il Account Code in
are not taken charge
than one other sub-
t the head constable’s
‘men who were in the
to have said that the

B e

-

=R

by

S AAAAAAAAAR A
S
s
e

N s

A A A A A A A AN A AAAP AP,
B e

No. 12, Revexug, 15TH JaNuary 1896. . 7

s

" lines on it would make an impression that might, under the
o m?flaltag?cv;sn i:sifgrwp;ss for that of the half worn-out seal that is often used for
;ircums -

;Jl?:purpose o,f sealing boxes, &c., in a taluk office.

' has raked up several things against the shroff, but
B iae I?Olggilfan?é::z?f to suspect tlll)at he is not zltogether moral and has
i tllleretlien a few rupees out of a village remittance and caused the village
now and ¢ 1enk athem good, and because he lends money and has trade in salt and
i tORH‘IaQSO on account of it to his brother at Trichinopoly by the taluk peon
it =lb- gf the keys of the padlocks, it does not follow by any means that
who had ¢ mrg:n who made away with the Rs. 2,000, especially as he is, for his
. i persll-to-do man. The Deputy Collector, who has been several years in
pomEOn, B Wiiveq him a good character and considers that he has been unjustl
. dwls(ion"ﬁxe head accountant, without whose complicity it would be difficult for
suspeCtﬁ walement to have been effected, is well spoken of as an honest and careful
:slli(l})oeﬁirf:‘:e and against his character the police have nothing to say.
b

m G f Police, while sharing his Inspector’s bad opinion
11'1 l?fe nslgllﬁ;nrt:cr:i(igfeﬁds his transfer to another station as he has dealings
of the s 1rot kinds in Perambaltir, and it is not, in fact, contended that there 1s any
i o*lir:mt him. Mr. West, whom I have consulted about the affair on
cre vep o h*?on; thinks that as the carts conveying the remittance were properly
several Ocjab,- o the two nights that intervened between their setting out from
guarded 1 ftfm:li arrival at tl?e huzur, it is unlikely 'that his men had any hand in
Peramba ui ?mone and that even had they taken it, the matter would have soon
rcmovm(:l’:_ trlu; owin(zft() the factions prevailing amongst the constablgs of. the Peram-
i fo 81 He réomplains that the Deputy Collector and the Tahsildar took a
G e Sjmtllon.' of the case at the beginning and that they did not render proper
pre) uiced Vlogxds the detection of the defalcation. It seems tome, however, that,
agsistance tot\;'e admission of the head constable alluded to in paragraph 8, the
consxdernbg\ «11~tment was fully justified in suspecting the police guard; the burden
ROV@““.‘? ;ll)'dt the admission was false lay heavily on the police and that burden
of proving tha satisfactorily discharged. Iven granting that the remittance was
has nov boel.l Scd at night, though there is nothing beyond the word of the police
carofully 1g:utdr ich was the ,caso, the bags might have been_removed 1n ’ghe day time
il 1dd i érq and persons travelling by cart are not 1nfre‘1ue}1tly in the habit
when cart “:1 ot weather. As to the fact that there are factions amongst the
of sleeping i“ -(ﬁume that'a judicious distribution of the money would prevent the
const(z:}) 1:;23 pg;t}lr giving information against those of the other.
men

, irect evidence it cannot, of course, be said, with any

12, ' t];e'a':)sel::ﬁooiggﬁfztgglﬁfg Rs. 2,000. ,'l‘he perg.xonal epquiries made
degree of cer anl])«x}l’l,’u' towards the end of last month resulted in nothing, and there
by me at Pcrlz}?tllet hope that the matter will ever be cleared up. T am unable
is now but I relusions of the police, and, concurring Wlt_h the Deputy Collectpr,
to accept the c]()n] l \t]nt some members or other of the police escort are the _cu]pr}ts.
consider 1t PTo fa t)l(; i:ace of straw that I found under the label of the box in which
The presence 0 asl digcovered is peculiar, but whether the straw stuck to the lid
the.deﬁmency Wwas klaced there purposely as a signal agreed upon between the
accidentally f()il‘ﬂ , m}z;sha] chi, or some one else, in the t_alqk office to show that that
constables and the e secul‘e,ly fastened than the rest, it is 111}1)_0ss1b]e to say.
cular box w%gstle:l; to be discussed is from whom the dehmept amount-shc_)uld
13. The ner}f‘ : “Tfeasury Deputy Collector M.R..Ry. A. Krlshnasws}nll Aiyar
be recovered. l lle Eosk o pattu 5 }}z)llow the rule laid down in the Civil Acc_ognt
Averg_al, thoug lt let he receipt of remittances and merely got the outer condition
(ode in regard to ed. as observed at the end of garagraph 2 of this letter, was
of the boxes examlnt the escort officer a receipt an allow the escort to return to
rash enough to gra‘}f the whole amount entered in the invoice had been delivered.
Perambaltir just as lhim to explain his neglect of ordinary precautions and beg
I have called up(;n ation for the Board’s orders. This officer has been in charge
to enclose his explantreasury for a number of years, and I do not think that he can
of the T”ﬁhltréogﬁa g’ d in self defence the prevalence of irregular practices that he
be allowe

parti
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himself has fostered. I submit that he should be held primarily responsible for
making good the loss. The huzur treasurer, Vaidyanadla Aiyar, might well have
insisted on the observance of the prescribed procedure, but I must point out that
he had on 24th April, the date of the arrival of the remittance, held the post but
three weeks and was no doabt guided entirely by the directions of his superior. [
am doubtful whether, having regard to all the circumstances of the case, it would be
fair to call upon the taluk head accountant and shroff to bear any part of the loss.

*

Fxcrosure No. 1.—Deputy Collector’s explanation.

Resolution—dated 22nd July 1895, No. 252/Confidential No. 75.

In its Proceedings dated 17th June 1895, Mis. No. 83007 (Confidential), the
Board passed orders on an attempt by the huzur treasurer, T richinopoly , to ,tem-
porarily make away with Government money and submitted g report to Govern-
ment regarding the conduct of the Treasury Deputy Collector, M.R.Ry. A. Krish-
naswami Aiyar, in not bringing the loss immediately to the notice of the Collector.

2. The present is a more serious case of defalcation connected with the same
district. Out of a remittance of Rs. 62,000 composed of Rs. 96,000 in cash and
Rs. 6,000 in currenc(f notes despatched from the taluk treasury, Perambalir, to
the huzur on the 22nd April last, two bags containing a thousand rupees each w,ere
found to have been abstracted when the treasure was examined at Trichinopoly on
the 29th idem. The consignment had reached Trichinopoly on the 24}, but the
examination was not made until the 29th because other taluk remittances a’lso were
waiting at the huzur treasury. .

3. The disappearance of the money was reported as soon as
i.e., on the 29th April, to the Acting Collector Mr. Elwin who
concerned and found no sign of its having been tampered with,

4. The money could have disappeared only in one of three ways, d.c. (1) at the
taluk treasury by the omission to put into the boxes the full amount advised by
the taluk officials, or (2) during the journey to 'l‘richinopo]y whither the treasure
,was conveyed in three country carts by a head constable and six constables v‘;hile
the taluk peon who should have accompanied them took a transit carpt or (3) at the
huzur treasury where the remittance was kept for five days awaiting’ examination
The last hypothesis is exceedingly improbable and the first i equally so as the
head constable in charge of the escort party admitted to the Collector that he had
seen the bags counted and put into the remittance chests, -

; y I'he money must hav
been stolen in transit ; this is the conclusion arrived at by the Collecto¥ with W;;:)\n?
the Board concurs.

5. The following circumstances, each of which requires full i
appear to have facilitated the theft 0 explanation,

() The absence of the taluk peon, Wl_lo, in accordance with the rules of the

* Vol. I, Article 652, and the Accountant-Gen- glwl Atccouat COd,e * as \yell as the
eral’s Circular IT, dated 28th January 1892. ccountant-Greneral’s Standlng‘ instruc-

; : : tions, should have followed 4]
carts instead of performing his journey by transit. The peon, howevéf tlll‘g?urfg
b4

choice of route if, as appears to have been the case. he was detai '
office on duty after the escort had left with the treas’ure. < at- sl

() The exceedingly careless manner in which the treasur
taluk office. The nine boxes in which it was conveyed were :eggig aiked a’; the
better than common bazaar padlocks and three seals on each, loosely imy nothing
the taluk office. It is not surprising that the impressions on the seals S
faint as reported by the Collector when the destination Were ver

it was discovered,
examined the hox

Ao B 05 Anesieb Rl S b Srcl)léﬁzt(;r ll)l'as zlot noticed that the rules
countant-General’s Circular XVI, dated 20th Aok 8 J(éc prohibit the uge of both
June 1891, padlocks and seals. T.ocks are required

to be placed only on’ large tumbrils or

was reached., Byt the
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i ich treasure is sometimes conveyed—especially by rail—but for several,
c};gigs I::szv ah.lllcdistricts have been supplied with small stout chests each holding eithex
%our or six bags of one thousand rupees each. ) These boxes should neither be locked
nor sealed, but should be “fastened with nails and secured by two pieces of hoop

; ) iron, each of which should pass com-
pletely round the box at right angles to
the other, the four ends meeting in the centre and being there riveted through with
a copper rivet ” so as to make the opening of them a matter not of utter impossi-
bility, but of time and difficulty, requiring blacksmith’s tools. As a further
precaution each box has to be V_ve%ghed at the despatching office and the weights
have to be recorded by the remitting officer and acknowledged by the police escort
as well as by the receiving officer. The last named officer is further required by
a crcular * of the Accountant-General,

* No. XVI, dated 20th June 1891. though not by the Code, to note the
number of bags received in case he is obliged to put off the detailed examination
of the remittance for a day later than the date of receipt. When large tumbrils
or chests are used, the procedure is different; in their case the escort officer is
required to count the bags as they are
placed in and the receiving treasury
officer is required to do the same invariably before acknowledging receipt.

Article 644, Civil Account Code, Vol. I.

Articles 650 and 651 of the Civil Account Code.

6. If the treasure had been properly packed, theft would have been impossible
without such complicity on the part of the police guard as would justify their being
held responsible jointly and severally ; this cannot be done n the presgnt case.
The Collector should report the huzur and taluk officers responsible for this breach
of rule in view to the whole or a portion of the amount lost being recovered from

them in proportion to their pay.

7. The Collector’s letter brings to notice various other irregularities, and
althouch these do not seem to have in any way contributed to the loss in the present
instange, steps must be taken to prevent their recurrence. For instance, it does not
appear to be the practice in t}le taluk offices of the Trmlunopo]y dl.stl‘lct to weigh
each remittance box, as required by th(.a rules, before despa’gchmg it to the huzur.
It is true taluk treasuries are not supplied, as huzur treasuries are, with platform
weighing machines ; but, as noted in Board’s I’roceec}mgs, dated 27th J‘anuary 1892,
i 0, the weight of boxes can always be approximately stated. The Treasury
Deputy Collector, 'I‘richinopoly, thinks thqt the attention of ’falu_k ofﬁpers was not
drawn to that Board’s Proceedings at the time when it was recelv.ed in the Collec-
tor’s office, but the rules in thg Account Code as to weighing remittance boxgs are
explicit, and if a Tahsildar did not know hqw to Wplgh boxes without a railway

D i it was his duty to have asked for instructions. The explanation of the

e, 1 g d 1o
?;?Slliugﬂi’cials should be obtained on this point also.

. The Treasury Deputy Collector is also Teported to have omitted to weigh
th bsox;I; 10n receipt};S required by article 651 of the Civil Acco.unt Code, Vol. I,
an?i to count the bags as required by the Accountant-General’s Circular, No. XVI,

- dated 20th June 1891, when he foresaw that there would be delay in examining

the treasure. The provisioqs of the Code and the Accountant-General’s circular
must be strictly acted up to in future.

9. A copy of these Proceedings will be submitted for the information of
Government.

(True Copies and Extract.)

(Signed) L. M. WYNCH,
Secretary.

To the Collector of Trichinopoly. o  adtaoflo
tary to Government, Revenue Department :
o iy the Baomstary with 1 enclosure in original to l;e returned.

, » Accountant-General.
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Order—Mis. No. 3284, Revenue, dated 15th August 1895.

Recorded pending the receipt of further Proceedings with reference to the
reports called for in paragraphs 6 and 7 of the Proceedings read above.

(True Extract.)
(Signed)  E. GIBSON,

: Secretary to Government.
To the Board of Revenue (Land Revenue.)

Reap—also the following Proceedings of the Board of Rey
Mis. No. 4669/%0nfd1. No. 103, dated 17th Septeel:l‘le)régelg%gl;ld_Rovenue)’

Read—letters from the Collector of Trichinopoly, dated 7tl >
on C. Nos. 1429/Rev. and 1140/Rcv1. g

Resolution-—Mis. No. 4669/Confdl. No. 103, dated 17th September 1895

With his first letter read above, dated 7th

No. 1429/Rev., the Collector of Trichinopoly submits the ex A \
Board"s Proceedings, No. 252, dated 22nd July 1895, 1:)({\;'&011{:]:; attl:g“gigallod‘ ffn' in
of Rs. 2,000 out .of a remittance of Rs, 62,000 despatched from the P f%l)l)gm ance
treasury in April last. The Collector finds— erambaldr taluk
(1) that'the taluk head accountant and shroff were
detaining the taluk peon who should have accompanied the

(2) that the insecure method of packing the tres
adopted has been usual not only in Trichinopoly district,
which have been consulted ; 3

(3) that the taluk head accountant and shy
responsible for having used worthless padlocks in;;:lzlﬁofwsif 0)11.0wever s]‘)ocia.llfr
apparently there was a supply in the taluk cutcherry ; perior ones of which
‘|

(4) that the Treasury Deputy Collector M,R.R
responsible for not carrying out tie provisions of
No. XVI of 1891 regarding the packing of ren
Account Code, but not for failure to communi
ings, No. 40, dated 27th January 1892, rega
boxes. At the same time the Collector point
oceurred in most other districts of fhe Preside

(5) that the loss of Government m

Treasury Deputy Collector, the taluk head
Collector does not state in what proportion it

2. In the second paper read above M.R.
his readiness to retire, as directed in the

Board’s Proceedings, No. 3586, dated 18th Ju] e

¢ : 189:

is called upofr-‘fli to refund any portion of the Pei’ Y a)],lirl{fmrequcsts that in case he
to remzt}‘n su clei\)tly lon“g in the Service.  As regards ths 1o may be permitted
by the reas(lllfy eputy (/ol’lector s clearly proved, hog) efexplﬂl}atlon furnished
that reported on in Board’s Proceedings, Mis, iy 3061 rom this ¢
17th June 1895, that he has been careless and apat 7/Confdl. N, 56, dated

September 1895, Ref. on C.

Jomtly responsible for
remittance ;

wsure chests improperly
but in six other districts

Ay. A Krishnaswami Aivar is
R .4 ‘ccountzmt-Getgeral’s Circular
R ch(,c:xl,‘ 4&11(.1 of Article 644 of the
e f;heahm.ldars Boar(‘l’s Proceed-
A \Z}?xgllmcnt of remittance
oot el € same omissions have
) ot m all ; ang
oney should he djy
accountant and the
should be recovered f

ided among the
shroff, but the
rom each.

mmunicated with

lead to serious loss of public.m oney, and the Bopathotic to such an extent as to
ot prepared to
Ry. A. Krish-
¢ acted on and
poly treasury should

recommend his continuance in the sorvice, T[4 coard 15 therefore 1

naswami Aiyar’s alternative request to be allo nsiders that M.R

that his responsibility for the recent defulcatiowed to retire shoylq b

be enforced by a reduction of his pension to tr]iag the Triching

xtent of, say, Rs, 5 per mensem.

ase and from

'
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{
a
»
t
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3. In the case of the taluk officials (the head accountant and the shroff) who
do not appear to have been more to blame than other officials in the same situation
elsewhere, except in having used very inferior locks for the remittance boxes, the
Board thinks that the ends of discipline will be satisfied by their being fined a

month’s pay each. 7
4. In the concluding part of his letter Mr. Andrew brings to notice certain

difficulties in' connection with the We_ighment of boxes and COI’I.Sid(.%I‘S jchat the
escort officer should be invariably required to be present at the weighing in of the
baes of coin. The Board has partly c}ealt_ with this subject already in its Pro_cend-
ings No. 303, dated 19th August 1895 which the Collector has acknowledged in an
earli,er portion of his letter; but as the Accountant-General has recently addressed
the Board touching the same matter, it proposes to deal more fully with it in

separate Proceedings.
(True Copy and Extract.)

(Signed) L. M. WYNCH,

Secretary.

Government, Revenue Department,

To thie Seoretary o original letters and enclosures (eight in number) to be returned.

with two

Orper—No. 12, Revenue, dated 15th January 1896.

st of the Proceedings read above the Board of l_%evenue subm'i-ts its
fing 112 ;g:: iicrardin" the disapchrance of Rs. 2,000 from a remittance of Rs. 62,000
slél:tt flrolm the taluk t;easury at Perambaliir to the Trichinopoly treasury in April

last, together with the explanations of the taluk and huzur officials responsible for
DUy -

the defalcation.

9. The papers leave 1
while in charge of the police

o little room for doubt that the money was stolen in transit
escort ; and the theft was facilitated, and the detection

i od difficult, by, a wholesale disregard of the ru]:es relating to the
qf jue ?mfdrfllclgezlztéh olf speci’c r%mittances prescribed in Chapter XXXI of the Civil
K’*Ckmot aélo o P g)lemented by the Accountant-General’s Circulars

ceoun

3 ified and su
3, dated 38;11]1(3(%11]?2 15‘3131, za.nI No. 11, dated 28th January' 1892. The treasure
Ilj:y;eib\:mfe Llocked and sealed instead of being fastened by mnails and bound by iron

' o secured by worthless padlocks although locks of a superior
hoops, 'am’l ;l;:ﬁagl% in the tal?xrk office. The boxes were not weighed at the
kmv w]e_rb(r treasury in the presence of the officer in charge of the escort nor were
despatching ied by a taluk peon as required by the rules. At the receiving

they accompani d : ior to the issue of the acquittance certificat

o not weighed prior 10 ssue ol q ce certificate
jc;re:),}suréyb ctcl)lr(; bx(:;{:iv Vg:z they o sned and the bags contained weighed individually
o the es ) ' 1

hen it was found that the detailed examination of the remittance could not be
when 1t Wé

: of receipt. It appears from the papers that the files
m'}dertaktcglaﬁgvghia‘i‘;y,not been pobserved in the district as regards remittances
referre

fl.om‘sub-troagul'l::nment aorees with the Collector and the Board in considering

3. The Gov Sy from whom explanations have been taken the Huzur
tl‘lat of ‘tho 31?:115 Tahsildar should be acquitted of blame, as also the taluk peon,
I'reasurer an ¢ have known an sthing of the rules and was not instructed to accom-
who could 9 'tzgnce The taluk head accountant and the shroff are responsible
pa“})l’ the ro(llm. hed the peon and for having used worthless padlocks; but the
for having Ge he matter is the Treasury Deputy Collector M.R.Ry.

: e in t 5 "
officer chiefly to 'bk;; jose duty it was to have enforced the instructions of

r : ar wl
ﬁ' Iz:;s;];lnatﬁ%}n(;eneral and the-rules of the Account Code, and whose lax super-
e

:«ion was the cause of the jirregularities noticed above. The explanations submitted
vision was b

by this officer a
district as regar

o unsatisfactory, and his failure to reform the practice in the
ds specie remittances, and to bring it into conformity with the

e ; ; TR, —
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instructions in the Accountant-General’s Circular of 1891, which was issued with
reference to a defalcation which occurred in the Deputy Collector’s own time in a
remittance from the Trichinopoly treasury is altogether inexcusable.

4. The Government therefore agrees with the Board in considering that
M.R.Ry. A. Krishnaswami Aiyar should not be allowed to continue in service any i

longer; his application for a retiring pension is accepted and will be forwarded to |
the Accountant-Greneral for report.

5. The other recommendations made by the Board for enforcing the respon-
sibility of the officers at fault, viz., that the taluk head accountant and the shroff
should each be fined a month’s payy and that the pension of the Treasury Deputy
Collector should be reduced by Rs. 5 are however, in the opinion of Government
altogether inadequate. His Excellency the Governor in Council has carefull},r
considered the matter and is of opinion that as the loss in the present case was = B : . |
wholly due to a disregard of the rules prescribed, it should be made good by the
officers responsible in the following proportions:—Rs. 1,500 by the Treasury
Deputy Collector by monthly deductions of Rs. 75 from his pension (the amount |
of which will be determined in the Pension department) and Rs. 500 by the taluk

head accountant and the shroff in proportion to their pay in suitable monthly
instalments.

6. Asalready remarked there seems to be little doubt that money was abstracted
from the remittance while in transit, but no information is afforded as to the probable
complicity of the police escort in the defalcation, . The head constable in charge
of the escort is said to have lately cashed notes to a large amount, and the G;)ver%l-

ment is of opinion that further inquiry in this direction is necessary. The Collector
will report further on this point.

7. It appears from Mr. Andrew’s letter that the disregard or misconception of
the rules which has led to the present defalcation is not confined to 'l‘ricl';ixll)o oly;
the Board is requested to draw the attention of all Collectors to the necogsli)t r};%
satisfying themselves that the rules are properly understood and observed iioa)rd’s
Standing Order No. 235 should also be amended as suggested by Mr. Andrew oy i
The separate Proceedings referred to in the concluding portion of paraéraph 4 oé

the Board’s Proceedings last read above should be submitted for the information
of Government.

A L

1 B
(True Extract.) .
~ 'l
(Signed)  E. GIBSON,
Secretary to Government,
. .
To the Board of Revenue (Land Revenue),
with ten enclosures.
,  Accountant-General (with application).
,,  Judicial Department. , .
,,  Pension Department. y ¥
J"“ ™
i
50 Copics. ,!
Exd. S J. Peroira, :
»
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CONFIDENTIAL.

-

GOV .RY _ENT OF MADRAS.

REVE ("8 DEPARTMENT.

Reap—again the fo. wing G.O., Mis. No. 2033, Revenue, dated 22nd May
1895 :—

Read—the following P-oceedings of the Board of Revenue (Land Revenue), Mis.
No. 2279, dated 6th May 1895 :—— -

Read—the following .tter from E. A. ELWIN, Esq., Acting Collector of Trichi-

nopoly, to the Secretary to the Commissioners of Lahd Revenue, dated 2nd
May 1895, Current No. 1429/Rev. :—

I have the honour to report that, on the afternoon of 29th ultimo, a deficiency
of Rs. 2,000 was discovered in a remittance received from the Perambaldr taluk.
The remittance consisted of nine boxes stated to contain 96,000 rupees in cash
and 6,000 rupees in currency notes. The boxes, as soon as they arrived at the
huzur treasury on 24th ultimo, were lodged in the double lock strong room for safe
custody, their seals and fastenings being apparently in good order.

2. The remittance was not taken up for examination until 29th ultimo, because
remittances previously received from other taluks were pending at the date of its
receipt and their examination was finished only on Saturday the 27th. On being

opened one of the boxes which should have contained Rs. 6,000, or six bags
ot whole rupees, was found to contain but four bags, or Rs. 4,000. ¢

3. The Tahsildar of Perambaliir was at once directed to report whether there
was any surplus in his sub-treasury to cover the deficiency found here. His report
just received, is to the effect that there is no such surplus, and the amount has,;
been charged in the cash book under article .664 of the Civil Account Code as
an “advauce recoverable” pending the result of the inquiry which the Deputy
Col}lﬁqctor in charge of the division, the Superintendent of Police and myself are
making.

4. A full report will be forwarded as soon as the inquiry is completed.

Resolution—Mis. No. 227 9, dated 6th May 1895.
Recorded.

2. The further report promised in the Collector’s letter is awaited.

3. The Board observes that this is the second occasion on which a defalcation
has been reported from this district within a very short space of time—oide Board’s
Proceedings, No. 1882, dated 17th April 1895. ~ The Collector’s reports upon both
defalcations should be expedited.

(A true Copy and Extract.) »

(Signed)  R. C. C. CARR,

Ag. Secretary.
Copy to the Secretary to Government, Revenue Department,

—— =
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Order-~Mis. No. 2033, Revenue, dated 22nd May 1895,
Recorded.
(True Extract.)
(Signed)  G. 8. FORBES,

Ag. Secretary.
To the Accountant-General.

—

Resap—again G.O., Mis. No. 2758, Revenue, dated 11th J uly 1895.

AsstrAct.—Passing orders on papers relating

to the defalcati in t
Trichinopoly on the 3rd April 1895, clacations in the Huzur treasury at

—

Reap—again the following G.0., Mis. No. 2939, Revenue, dated 24th J uly 1895

Read—the following letter from F, (. HARRISON, Esq.
General to the Government of Madzas, to the Se
Revenue Degartment, dated Fort St. George,

Officiating Accountant-
cretary to Government,
ETE : 11th July 1895, No. (. 37.
ith reference to my letter to Government. No 150~

1895, I have the honour to )r,na.ke the following rem;n.gccs).o}ld(g l))’ tlflf1 tle.(} t]he .218t Jgne
occurred at the Huzur treasury, 'Lrichinopoly, on the drd AL '(‘(')‘l «tlcat{on }’V}’l(’l‘
deficiency found in a remittance made to the same treasury | t}nxl 895, (?) the
Perambalir on the 22nd April 1895, ¥ Dy the sub-treasury at

2. A report on the former case was submitted ¢ v
Revenue (Lzrl)nd Revenue) in its Proceedings, Mig. flgoG(i)z;((}}T?E?n;dll)) thOrBO«ﬂll‘d of
17th June 1895 ; the final report on the latter case has on y just (l(l) t.l N(’)'. loQ, it
been forwardefl to the Board by the Collector, Iy this com'nmll.] tl? (th instant)
I propose dealing with both cases, as the incidents oceurred in tlllcl‘l ton, however,
though the treasurer was not the same, the one concerned in t] 1€ same treasu}.y’
been suspended on the 5th April 1895, M the first ase having

3. As regards the defalcation of the 3vd April, T ma
tor’s first report left points to be cleared, which llece’ssita;
a second report, copy of which I enclose for ,

Y observe that the Collec-
ed my obtaining from him

the int . X
~ (letter No. 1140 E, Revenue, dated 7th July 1895:0W}?f0mmhon of Government

of the 2nd April {apparently verified by My, Rawson solnl-n?’filr?sm‘e)' Faelang

treasurer’s hands amounted to Rs. 1,078-1-0, £4 hox fle on the 8rd) in the
of the treasurer had been for some time under Rs. 2,000 an {}wt that the balance
the double lock balance or to the unshroffed coin, ’then the (;gh}(u:il = mm](:f i

: “eney could not
of his subordinates) emb_ezgled the money on a (el at.;uc?f“;ntglzc‘?le treasurer (or one
evening of the same day informed against himself, ~ [ cax‘mIOtC l‘ffn and.the_n on the
it appears from the Collector’s second report that he does ﬂczept t_]"S view, and
Treasury Deputy Colleptor hqd for some time past properl ,n(').ﬁ believe that the
balance or observed with strictness the rules of the A(‘co{n‘teél ed the treasurer’s
custody of money. I therefore incline, like the Co]lect;)r to t?de rel.ut_mg to the
defalcation was ‘¢ Cl,lfomc” or, at any rate, not committed ’on tl 13 bch.e.i ey
The conduct of the Treasury D‘?I)uty Collector in not acquainti iR ] mSi)cction.
or Mr. Andrew with the deficiency the same day was mogt i:&r (f}ltl’(}r Mr. Rawson

4. There can be no question that the remittance defalcatio et

by a wholesale disregard of the ordinary rules emphasized andn Was made possible
Bawlm’s Circular Np. X'VI, datg,d 20th” June 1891, which - Summarized in My,
covery of a defalcation in a remittaice in this district in the t? 1ssued on the dis-
Deputy Collector. U time of thig

5. As the journey from Perz?,mbah’lr to Trichino
tance should have been secured in boxes nai

'I‘rcasury

the remit-

poly took 48 hours,
iron hoops

ed down and fastened by 1

<
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riveted at the junctions. This was not done but the bags were placed in boxes
locked by a country bazaar lock and sealed by a faint seal. Contrary also to rule,
the boxes were not weighed before despatch.

6. The Treasury Deputy Collector also did not weigh the boxes on receipt,
although the circular above referred to expressly required this to be done. As the
defalcation was made entirely in one box and must have amounted to ahout one-
third of the correct contents, it is obvious that the most casual weighing would
have brought to light the deficiency. ' :

7. Considering that the boxes were not nailed down, but were locked with
country locks, and that the seals were faint, it was, I think, clearly the duty of the
Treasury Deputy Collector to have counted the bags in the boxes as there was
every possibility of the remittance having been tampered with on the way. By
not making any examination, he relieved the escort of all responsibility.

8. In any case, it seems to me that the two defalcations taken together show
a great laxity in treasury management for which the Treasury Deputy Collector
is primarily responsible.

Y —

ExcLosurEs.

F¥rom E. A. ELWIN, Esq., Acting Collector of Trichinopoly, to the Accountant-General,
Madras, dated Lrichinopoly, 7th July 1895, R.C. No. 1140 (¢) Rev.

With reference to your letter, No. 1597, dated 21st June 1895, I have the honourto forward
herewith the Treasury Deputy Collector’s office-note No. B., dated 6th July 1895, replying to
the points raised by you.

2. The first point is, I think, sufficiently elucidated by the Treasury Deputy Gollector.

3. As to the second point, the Treasury Deputy Collector appears to scout the idea of a
“ chronic deficiency,” but my own impression is that he has been for a long time past placing
undue confidence in his subordinates and neglecting various rules of the Civil Account Code and
it is in my opinion highly prébable that he frequently neglected to make anything more than a
very superficial examination of the treasurer’s balance.

4. The third point deals with the handling by the treasurer of the unshroffed coin ; and, as to
this too, I have grave doubts whether the rules have been complied with by the Treasury Deputy
Collector.

5. Last point: The records of this office show that the matter of the treasurer’s indebted-
ness was duly reported to the Board of Revenue; that the man was granted long leave so as to
enable him to make arrangements to discharge his habl_lities; and that he was not allowed to
return to duty until he had produced some evidence, which was accepted as satisfactory, that he
had retrieved his position.

Office-note from M.R.Ry. A. KRISHNASWAMI ATYAR, Avargal, Treasury Deputy
Collector, Trichinopoly, to the Collector of Lrichinopoly, dated 6th J uly 1895, No. B.

[ Reference.—Collector’s footnote, R.C. No. 1.140/95 (d), dated 29th June 1895, to Accountant-
General’s letter, No. 1697, dated 21st June 1895, directing the Treasury Deputy Collector to
report on certain points raised by the Accountant-General. |

I beg to reply as follows :—

9. Answer to 2nd paragraph of the Accormtrfnt-Gme,.al,s Totiar LT Balunion in whish! thie
deficiency was discovered was not thP one examined by Mr. Rawson, _ The deficiency was dis-
covered in the closing balance of the 3rd A pril, while the balance examined by Mr. Rawson was
the closing one of the previous day. ;

3. The actual transfer of charge to Mr. wason by Mr. Andrew was in the afternoon of the
3rd, but the former began to c_ount the treasury in the forenoon of the 8rd with the closing balance
of the 2nd, because the quantity of cash and stamps to be examined was very large and likely to
oceupy drom four to five hours. His examination terminated that day at 8 or 8-30 p.a. The trans-
actions of the 3rd were not going on, nor had_thgy commenced when Mr. Rawson arrived at they
treasury for examination. Adfter the transactions of thé 3rd were over, and when I was waiting
fre the balance sheet (form No. 38) of that day, the treasurer came and told me that the cash
for t showed a deficiency. The transactions Wlth. the double Ioc!( had then been over and the
presen Loom gealed. There was no unshroffed coin on the evening of the 8rd, nor did any
flt;:l?ﬁ)f;ed coin remain in the possession of the treasurer when his balance was examined by
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Mr. Rawson. The unshroffed coin (Rs. 20,000) which formed part of the closing balance of the
2nd, and which had been placed in the single lock room for want of space in the double lock

room had been brought to the double lock: strong room on the 8rd before Mr. Rawson arrived at
the treasury.

4. Answer to 3rd paragraph of the Accountant-General’s lettor.—I do not quite see how
there could have been a “ chronic deficiency ” of over Rs. 2,000 as before the date of the defalca-
tion the treasurer’s balance used to be verified by me roughly every evening and in detail every

last day of the week, and it was generally less than Rs. 2,000 and had been so for several days
previous to the 3rd,

5. Answer to 4th paragraph of the - Aecountant-General’s letter,~~Unshroffed coin is always
treated as part of the balance under double lock, and entered as such in form No. 38 and kept
in the double lock ; but whenever no space was available for it there it used to be lodged in the
single lock both my own and the treasurer’s seals being affixed to its padlock. This course was also
followed on the evening of the 2nd April when a sum of Rs. 20,000 was placed in the single lock

room. The police guard seal book will show that
they took charge of four * seals on the evening
of that day. In my letters to the Accountant-
t Letters Nos. 222 of 29th January 1894 and 468 of 22nd - eneral quoted in the margin,t I have already

February 1894, brought o his notice the overcrowded state of

the double lock strong room and sought his
fermission to have it extended. In one of those letters, viz., No. 222, dated 29th J anuary 1894,

also brought to his notice that packed remittance boxes had once to be put into the single lock
room for want of space in the double lock room, and that both my own and the treasurer’s seals
were on that occasion affixed to the padlock of that room in consequence of the contents of that
room exceeding Rs. 5,000. Unshroffed coin is never treated as part of the treasurer’s balance
and it is given out for examination in my presence. The double lock strong room has now been
extended and there will be no more occasion to keep unshroffed, &e., coins in the single lock.

6. The treasurer’s indebtedness was a fact known to me since 1890 or 1891 when the
matter was reported by the Collector to the Board, and he was compelled to remain on leave #ill
he proved that he fairly retrieved his position. He returned to duty after proving that he

fairly retrieved his position. The correspondence connected with the subject are in the General
branch of the Collector’s office.

* Two of the double lock room on two different padlocks,
and two of the single lock room on one padlock,

Order—Mis. No. 2939, Revenue, dated 24th July 1895,

Recorded pending the receipt of the Board’s report on the deficiency in the
remittance from the sub-treasury at Perambalir.

(True Extract.)
(Signed) E. GIBSON,

Secretary to Government.
To the Accountant-Greneral.

»  Board of Revenue (Land Revenue).

Reap—again the following G.0., Mis. No. 3284, Revenue, dated 15th August
1895 :—

Read—the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue (Land R
No. 252/Contdl. No. 75, dated 22nd July 189 5.( evenue)

Read—again Proceedings of the Board of Revenue

Land Revenue) Mis, No, 9:
dated 6th May 1895.( ) Mis. No. 2279,

Read—also the following letter from E. A. ELWIN, Es
Trichinopoly, to the Secretary to the Commiss
p dated 7th July 1895, Ref. on C. No. 1429/Rev.

In continuation of this office letter, Ref. on (. No. 1429/Rev,
I have the honour to submit the further report therei 9/Rev., dated 2ng May,

£8q., Acting Collector of
1oners of Land Revenue,

r—

-
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2. On 22nd April, during the Tahsildar’s absence from the taluk head-quarters
in canip, a remittance, supposed to consist of Rs. 56,000 in cash and Rs, 6,000 in
currency notes, or Rs. 62,000 in all,. was despatched by the head accountant
Sundararaja Rau and the shroff Gpvmdu from the sub-trgasury to the huzur.
The cash and notes were packed in nine small but strong remittance boxes, the lid
of each of which was secured by a padlock and a piece of tape connecting it with
the body of the box. The tape was sealed at either end, and a bit of eloth was
Wrappe& round the padlock and fastened with a seal. There were thus three seals on
each box. The three carts that were employed to carry the boxe-s left Perambalir
shortly after noon and reached the huzur treasury, some 85 miles off, about 48
hours afterwards. They d%d not travel between sunset and' sunrise and were
drawn up for the first night in front of _the Padqlur police station, which is quite
close to the road, and for the second night outside the Tnchm_opoly taluk police
station, where some carts bringing a remittance from the Musxr} taluk were also
halting. The boxes had been entrusted to a police escort comprised of head con-
stable Abd-ul Majid Sahib and six other.constables. The head constable had
given the taluk officials a receipt to the effect that he ha_d taken. charge of nine
boxes, each of which bore three seals in good order and into which Rs. 62,000 in
all had been put. A taluk peon, named Gopalasami, had been deputed, in accord-
ance with the custom prevailing in the distriet, to take the keys of the padlocks of
the treasure boxes to the huzur and to be present there when_ the detailed exami-
nation of the remittance was proceeded Witl’l. This man did not start with the
carts and accompany them throughout the journey, as 1s usually done, but left
Perambalir by transit on the morning of 23rd April and overtook them a short
distance outside Trichinopoly. On the following day the constables and the peon
presented themselves at the huzur treasury. The Treasgry Deputy Collector
neglected to have the boxes weighed or the bags counted in accordange with the
provisions of article 651 of the Civil Account Codg,_ and contented himself with
instructing the Treasurer to examine the outer (EOD.dItIOH of the boxes. The seals
being found to be intact, the boxes were placed inside the double lock strong room
and a receipt stating that nine boxes said to contain Rs. 62,000 had been-delivered
in good order was granted to the head constable in charge of the escort guard. The
police then left the place, but the peon stayed at Tr1chmopqu to await the open-
ing of the boxes. As some remittances from other taluks which had arrived about
the same time were examined first, this particular remittance was not taken up for
examination until 29th April, when the peon attended, hand.ed over the sealed bag
containing the keys of the padlocks, and watched the examination of the contents
of the boxes. The Treasurer superintended the opening of the boxes in the doible
lock strong room, the Treasury Deputy Colletzrt?r being seated just outside the gate-
way, disposing of some routine business. The _ﬁrst two_ boyfes that were o(i)ened
contained the correct number of bags as shown in the invoice. The third box,
however, contained but four instead of six bags of Rs. 1,000 each. The contents
of the remaining boxes were next examined and found correct.

3. The Treasury Deputy Collector came over to my office without any
undue delay and told me of the fact of the deﬁexengy. He brough.t with him the
peon who admitted before me that in one of the nine boxes containing the taluk
remittance there was a deficiency of Rs. 2,000, though the box was apparently in
good order before being opened. I went over to the treasury and made some
enquiries which resulted in my coming to the conclusmr_l that_the boxes had been
duly deposited in the double lock strong room on their receipt and that it was
most improbable that the deficiency of Rs. 2,000 discovered in one of them was
due to a defalcation in the huzur treasury. I looked at the box in question,
its padlock and seals. There was nothing about it to show that it had been
tampered with, though, on the other hand, I found that the padlock was a common
bazaar article worth but a few annas, such as it is not difficult to fit with a key,
that the seals bore but a very faint impression, and that the label on the lid in(f" -
cating the value of the contents, unlike those on the other boxes, had been gummed
over a piece of straw, the énds of which protruded beyond the paper.

4. I was at first inclined to think that the deficiency might be due to the
accidental detention of two bags at the sub-treasury and sent an urgent message to
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the Tahsildar to report on the point. Information of the defici

time given to the General Duty Deputy Collector, Ariyalur eir;lczv‘}’lvgsseaﬁhti;erza:l:g
Perambalir taluk is, and to the police. Mr. West, the Sup:arintendent of Iéolice
happened to be camping in the neighbourhood and he promptly visited the Eolals
office and sealed the door of the treasury pending the return of the Tahsildar from
camp and the arrival of the Deputy Collector. On the morning of 1;;1; May the
treasury was opened in the presence of the above three officers, when the ba%ance
proved on examination to be correct according to the accounts. The Tahsildar
thereupon reported to me that there was no surplus, and the deficient Rs. 2,000
were accordingly held to be a defalcation and ordered to be treated under article
664 of the Civil Account Code, as an ‘ advance recoverable.” :

5. The next step taken was to ask the Superintendent of Poli

Deputy Collector to hold a full inquiry into the mI;tter. Mr. West vggflgec?r;% :}ﬁ:
case himself for some days, but, failing to get any clue, he placed an Inspector on
special duty for the purpose of collecting information. The Deputy Collector and
Tahsildar, both of whom were formerly in the Police department, as well as the
police, have been doing their utmost for several weeks past to find out how the
defalcation was perpetrated, but I regret to say that all efforts to procure direct
evidence have proved fruitless.

6. The money was undoubtedly taken either—
(1) at the huzur treasury, or
(2) from the cart while the remittance was being taken from Perambalir
to the huzir, or
(3) at the Perambaltr taluk office, either when the remittance was being
prepared for despatch, or some time previously.

7. No suspicion appears to rest on the huzur treasury. All the inquiries
made show that the remittance boxes were deposited in the double lock strong
room as soon as they were delivered, and it would be next to impossible for the
fastenings of a box so deposited to be tampeved with for Rs. 2,000 in cash to be
removed not only from the box, but also from the room, and for the outer aspect

of the box to be restored to its former condition in broad daylight.
8. As regards the other two ways in which the money may have heen taken,

‘there is a difference of opinion between the Deputy Collector and the Police

Inspector. The former considevs it probable that some members of the police
escort guard were the offenders, while the latter suspects the taluk shroff.

9. The head constable, who was the escort officer, has made a damaging
admission to the effect that, in taking charge of the remittance, he looked atbanﬁ
counted each bag and that there were then lying in_the boxes 56 bags as shown
in the invoice, and not 54 only as found on the opening of the boxes at the
huzur treasury. His statement is corroborated by the head accountant and
shroff and he adhered to it when I recently examined him at Perambalir. I see
no reason why the story should not be accepted, for the procedure he proi;egses to
have adopted in taking charge is that contemplated in the Civil Account C‘odo in
cases such as the one in question, where the remittance boxes are not taken char
of by weight, and is followed, I have ascertained, in more than one other %e
treasury in this district. The Police Inspector sets up against the head constalﬁilx’.
version the statements of two other constables and some cart-men who were j +(}’]s
vicinity of the taluk office at the time. These men appear to have said th I:; t !
head constable went into the treasury room only a few minutes before the f]L) he
were brought out fastened and sealed, and from this it is argued that there 0xleds
not possibly have been time for him to have looked at each bag and seen thL ;:ou
made ready to be placed on the carts, The witnesses had probably no cl e )Qges
of the length of time the head constable was actually in the room, for ea]r 1 ea;
suddenlg' came upon one of the constables the other day and asked him I, W 1(1)11
the head constable was there, he replied that he could not tell, even appr gl toi’lg‘
As to the possibility of tampering with a box and then rest,orirlg‘ itItIo OMM:IG' Y-
like its former condition, it is usually found that there is in the hot sz)]me i
little of the impression of the seal remaining on the seals when romivt‘;?ajlc;crb‘(,;?;

are delivered aﬂ;er a long journey by road, and I think that a coin or any piece
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of metal having a few lines on it would make an impression that might, under the
circumstances, easily pass for that (_)f the half worn-out seal that is often used for
the purpose of sealing boxes, &c., in a taluk office.

10. The Police Inspector has raked up several things against the shroff, but
because there is some reason to suspect that he is not altogether moral and has
now and then taken a few rupees out of a village remittance and caused the village
munsif to make them good, and-becau‘se he lends money and has trade in salt and
remitted Rs. 200 on account of it to his brother at Trichinopoly by the taluk peon
who had charge of the keys of the padlocks, it does not follow by any means that
he is the person who made away with the Rs. 2,000, especially “as he is, for his

osition, a well-to-do man. The Deputy Collector, who has been several years in
the division, gives him a good character and considers that he has been unjustl
suspected. The head accountant, without whose complicity it would be difficult for
the embezzlement to have been effected, is well spoken of as an honest and careful
subordinate, and against his character the police have nothing to say.

11. The Superintendent of Police, while sharing his Inspector’s bad opinion
of the shroff, merely*recommends his transfer to another station as he has dealings
of different kinds in Perambalir, and it is not, in fact, contended that there is any
real case against him. Mr. West, whom I have consulted about the affair on
several occasions, thinks that as the carts conveying the remittance were properly
guarded during the two nights that intervened between their setting out from
Perambalir and arrival at the huzur, it is unlikely that his men had any hand in
removing the money and that even had they taken it, the matter would have soon
come to light owing to the factions prevailing amongst the constables of the Peram-
balir station. He complains that the Deputy Collector and the Tahsildar took a
prejudiced view of the case at the beginning and that they did not render proper
assistance towards the detection of the defalcation. It seems tome, however, that,
considering the admission of the head constable alluded to in paragraph 8, the
Revenue Department was fully justified in suspec’ging the policq guard ; the burden
of proving that the admission was false lay heavily on the police and that burden
has not been satisfactorily discharged. Iven granting that the remittance was
carefully guarded at night, though there is nothing beyond the word of the police
to show that such was the case, the bags might have been removed in the daytime
when cart drivers and persons travelling by cart are not infrequently in the habit
of sleeping in the hot weather. As to the .fact_ that there are factions amongst the
constables, I presume that a judicious distribution of the money would prevent the
men of one party giving information against those of the other.

12. In the absence of direct evidence it cannot, of course, be said, with any
degree of certainty, who abstracted the Rs. 2,000. The personal enquiries made
by me at Porambaliir towards the end of last month resulted in nothing, and there
is now but little hope that the matter will ever be cleared up. I am unable
to accept the conclusions of the police, and, concurring with the Deputy Collector,
consider it probable that some members or other of the police escort are the culprits.
The presence of the piece of straw that I found under the label of the box in which
the deficiency was discovered is peculiar, but whether the straw stuck to the lid
accidentally or was placed there purposely as a signal agreed upon between the
constables and the mashalchi, or some one else, in the taluk office to show that that
particular box was less securely fastened than the rest, it is impossible to say.

13. The next thing to be discussed is from whom the deficient amount should
be recovered. The Treasury Depu‘?r Collector M.R.Ry. A. Krishnaswami Aiyar
Avergal, though he took no pains to follow the rule laid down in the Civil Account
Code in regard to the receipt of remittances and merely got the outer condition
of the boxes examined, as observed at the end of paragraph 2 of this letter, was
rash enough to grant the escort officer a receipt and allow jche escort to return to
Perambaltir just as if the whole amount entered in the invoice had been delivered.
I have called upon him to explain his neglect of ordinary precautions and beg
to enclose his explanation for the Board’s orders. This officer has been in charge
of the Trichinopoly treasury for a number of years, and _I do not think that he can
be allowed to plead in self defence the prevalence of irregular practices that he
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himself has fostered. I submit that he should be held primarily responsible for
making good the loss. The huzur treasurer, Vaidyanadlia Aiyar, might well have
insisted on the observance of the prescribed procedure, but I” must point out that
he had on 24th April, the date of the arrival of the remittance, held the post but
three weeks and was no doabt guided entirely by the directions of hig superior, [
am doubtful whethér, having regard to all the circumstances of the case, 1t would he
fair to call upon the taluk head accountant and shroff to bear any part ‘of the loss.

~ ~

Fxcrosure No. 1.—Deputy Collector’s explanation,

Resolution—dated 22nd July 1895, No. 252/Confidential No. 75.

In its Proceedings dated 17th June 1895, Mis. No. 8007 (Conﬁdential). tl
Board passed orders on an attempt by the huzur treasurer, Triclﬁnopol 7, to ’te ™
porarily make away with Government money and submitted g report tz)’Gm'etT;
ment regarding the conduct of the Treasury Deputy Collector; M.R.Ry. A Kris} :
naswami Aiyar, in not bringing the loss immediately to the notice of tﬁ’é C(.)llec;tnl'-

2. The present is a more serious case of defalcation conne 01

district. OuI’: of a remittance of Rs. 62,000 composed of Rg. e')%t%(})(;witrl: Cgl? Sam((l’
Rs. 6,000 in currency notes despatghed from the taluk tl‘easur,y Peramb;dl' m;

the huzur on the 22nd April last, two bags containing a thousand l',upem eacl i
found to have been abstracted when the treasure was examined at 'l‘l'ic'.l‘xino )']WCT e
the 29th idem. The consignment had reached Trichinopo]y on the 24t} }]0 g, t(lm
examination was not made until the 29th because otlor taluk remittances a’l ‘)u i
waiting at the huzur treasury. 50 were

3. The disappearance of the money was reported as soon as it was d:
2 = oS ¢ S Va 8COVvO
i.e., on the 20th April, to the Acting Collector Mr. Elwiy who examsin%lsct‘)}: eex}ed,
concerned and found no sign of its having been tampered with, G

4. The money could have disappeared only in one of thy
taluk ‘treasury by the omission to put into the boxes the fy] $94
the taluk Oﬂiggals},’ or (2) during the journey to 'I‘richinopo]y iv}lllllltl,l(:gxl-lilad?s ok
was conveyed in three country carts by a head constable and six congt ]f] \l eae;u_re
the taluk peon who should have accompanied them took 5 transit cart, 8.‘)'; Pvas
huzur treasury where the remittance was kept for five days awaitiy ’e(;l (3) at the
The last hypothesis is exceedingly improbable and the first is e gl‘la“ammutmn.
head constable in charge of the escort party admitted to the Collec(%or t ?;01 aslthe
seen the bags counted and put into the remittance chests. The mone 1;1& txe} e
been stolen in transit ; this is the conclusion arrived at by the Collcctoi'r ':]S e
the Board concurs. With whom

5. The following cix:cumstances each of which re uires f :
appear to have facilitated the theft:— 1 ull explanation,

(#) The absence of the taluk peon, who, in accordance with the ryleg of the

* Vol. I, Article 652, and the Accountant-Gren- g“"l ocount Codo® as well g, the
eral’s Circular 11, dated 28th January 1892, t.ccounltangzi(x}eneral’s standing instruc

; : 2R 1ons, should have fo] < .

carts instead of performing his Journey by transit. The peo(:ulol:;s\(rl e
choice of route if, as appears to have been the case, he was dethinedevir’lhad ot
office on duty after the escort had left with the treasure, ; b L

() The exceedingly careless manner in which the treasure
taluk office. The nine boxes in which it was conveyed were segﬁig aﬁked at the
better than common bazaar padlocks and three seals on each, looge] imy nothing
the taluk office. It is not surprising that the impressions on the s}; | pressed at

faint as reported by the Collector when the destination wag reach:dS W(ﬁgtvill;
. e

Article 644, Civil Account Code, and the Ac- ((3: lzﬁgtor %))a s ;1 o nqtiped that the rules
countant-General’s Circular XVI, dated 20th dl ksu Ject prohibit the use of both
June 1891, paciiocks and seals,  1,5cks are required

to be placed only on' large tumbrils op

€C ways, 7.e. (1) at the

“appear t

No. 12, Revenug, 15tH JaNuary 1896. 9

A A AP A S

. - e is sometimes conveyed—especially by rail—but for several
ghiost it ZV :lllc(lili:;ﬁiigll‘]ave been supplied with smal%)stout Zhe}sts each holding either
kil o g g bags of one thousand rupees each. These boxes should neither be locked
Gk Orlsg but should be ¢ fastened with nails and secured by two pieces of hoop
nor sealed, iron, each of which should pass com-
pletely round the box at right angles to

he other, the four ends meeting in the centre and being there riveted through with
et ’rivet ” 0 as to make the opening of them a matter not of utter impossi-
a b pell‘)ut of time and difficulty, requiring blacksmith’s tools. As a further
i tion each box has to be weighed at the despatching office and the weights
reca}cl lb e recorded by the remitting officer and acknowledged by the police escort
have li) by the receiving officer. The last named officer is further required b
as well a8 Dy 4 a circular * of the Accountant-Genera ]
* No. XVI, dated 20th June 1891. though not by the Code, to note the
sived in case he is obliged to put off the detailed examination
i Ofi}t)?a%fczeggrva day later than thegdate oli? receipt. When large tumbrils
alfes 1:em e ulsed the Iil'ocedug'e is different; in their case the escort officer is
or chests ar 4 required to count the bags as they are
placed in and the receiving treasury

Articlo 644, Civil Account Code, Vol. L.

Articles 650 and 651 of .the Civil Account Code.

- officer is required to do the same invariably before acknowledging receipt.
office

6. If the treasure had been properly packed, theft would have been impossible
‘thout such complicity on the part of the police guard as would justify their being
withou nsible jointly and severally ; this cannot be done in the present case.
. (I:'e?{)(l:tor should report the huzur and taluk officers responsible for this breach
’I;l;edéoineﬁew to the whole or a portion of the amount lost being recovered from
0

them in proportion to their pay.

7. The Collector’s letter brings to notice various other irregularities, and
b wh these do not seem to have in any way contributed to the loss in the present
TN steps must be taken to prevent their recurrence. Forinstance, it does not
tekance, Sl lthe practice in the taluk offices of the Trichinopoly district to weigh
1 en?itijzznce 11)ox, as required by the rules, before despatching it to the huzur,
iy taluk treasuries are not supplied, as huzur treasuries are, with platform
It 15 #Fui 1;1 Achiig but, as noted in Board’s Proceedings, dated 27th J anuary 1892,
‘Velgi‘(;"%’h & wéicht of bBoxes can always be approximately stated. The Treasury
No. 40, Coile(,tgr Trichinopoly, thinks that the attention of taluk ofﬁcers was not
Deputy that Boz’a,rd’s Proceedings at the time when it was received in the Collec-
dra’wn Htio 1but the rules in the Account Code as to weighing remi’gtance boxgs are
to;ji(?it c:;ld if a Tahsildar did not know how to weigh boxes without a railway
ex )

achine, it was his duty to bave asked for instructions. The explanation of the
m Eha

taluk officials should be obtained on this point also,

uty Collector is also reported to have omitted to weigh

i T]L(zlq;giz;is}l)l':‘)z;s])fé)quged by article 651 of the Civil Account Code, Vol. I,

the boxes nt the bags as required by the Accountant-General’s Clrcul'ar, No. ?QVI,

and t020()(:;111 June 18h91 when he foresaw that there would be delay in examining

g}? te(tlreasure The pr(;visions of the Code and the Accountant-General’s circular
e .

must be strictly acted up to in future.
9. A copy of these Proceedings will be submitted for the information of
Government.
(True Copies and Extract.)

(Signed) L. M. WYNCH,

Secretary.
ichinopoly.
To the Collector of Tric
rnment, Revenue Department
Copy to the Secretary to GO::ith ) msbe b o D e
Accountant-General.
» »n H
L
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Order—DMis. No. 3284, Revenue, dated 15th August 1895
<} J,

Recorded pending the receipt.of further Proce

reports called for in paragraphs 6 and 7 of the Proce edings with reference to the

edings read above.
(True Extract.)

(Signed)  E. GIBSON,

To the Board of Revente (Land Revenue) Secretary to Government.

————

3, dated 17th September 1895 —

Read—letters from the C :
m the Sglgci?r of ’I:mchinopoly, dated 7] R
. Nos. 1499/Rey s} -1140/1{‘(,\'1 September 1895, Ref.
/ey,

——————

RGSOlllll'On-——B ] . i )
IIS NO. 4()69/(/0nfd1. IT\O. 103, dated I‘t] S(' ;

With his first lett
No. 1420 Rev., the Colloctor of Toporer dated 7th Soptam)
Yoar d‘s Yiasin Jingd, Ho, 259, dat l((i 1;1‘10))01 submits tixe T‘n’)er 18.95» Ref. on C.
of Rs. 2,().00 outf)f a remitt&mc’e ch (f{ ~3‘nd uly 1895 rerrz(-?(i{lmmw"m salind foxiin
treasury in April last. The Oollect:];rﬁﬁ2 ’(()100 despatched ririini ltlig tll':0 (lisup{)(mrunco
ndg— 1e Perambalir taluk

(1) that the taluk 1
&k 1ead accoy
detaining the taluk peon whe shflcclquntant and shroff were ;i
() that the i ould have accompanj 1 Jomtly responsible for
adopted has b msecure method of ' ted the remitiance
pted has been usual not only in Trichpackmg the trea e;

which have been consulted ; mnop oly distr ict,

(3) that the taluk 1}
responsible for having us ead accountant ang
agTiearily s Wasg‘; ssedIW(.)rthless adlocks d shroff were howeve cat ol
4) 1] 13 A-FIRRPAY, 3y the taluk stead of super AADSRE
(4) that the I‘reasgry Deputy (ol] e(‘?;:c,};{ei:y; 1o ones ¢f which
cor MLR.R

0. of 1891 regardi
f\ccouﬁt Code, but iiiii for failune cking of remittan
ings, No. 40, dated 27t P \rticle 6
S o R i tilizlilelimai‘y 189 to Tahsildars Bogrd's P :
occurred in sk K - e (_/Onect()r . © we' "'] : !lr(“ 8 l [‘()(3(30(.1-
ost other districts of the p POinta out that the e, O TOMmittanece

5) that resid : 1€ same omissi
(5) the loss of Governme ency, if not i g]] - 1:1(:. (inmsswns have
)

Treasury Deput
i Collector the nt mone
Colle;:tolr do}flas not state in vs,'hat p:gll)l:)l:t.head ad 3(') u’ii]t(:,lllg bo.l divided amone the
- .1 the second paper 101 it should b pee the shroff, but t!
his readiness to reti paper }'ead above M.R d be reécovered f' , but the
Board’s Proceedin ;‘!'el\,T as directed in thé%Ry' i Krishng : l'o.m each.
is called upon t 88, No. 3586, dateq 18 overnment () SWami Aiyar intimates
byt Eugici: rli:lf;rmd any portion of :illleJ Ii)x]y 1895, butrggr communicated with
Crambal (uests that in case he

long i
by the Treasury D g n the sepyie
¥ Deputy Collector it ; ¢ As rogardy the M(;)]nmy.bﬂ permitted

Xplanation furnished

that reported on in B s el

- oard’s clearly proye

17th June 1895, that he hag li; roceedings, {Ili)s O\I\&d, l‘mﬂ\ from this case and fc

lead to serious loss of public me(il careless ang . 0. 3007/Conidl Nf::a(,;;.nd ]fri":ll
( ne " R ), aate

recommend his conti . pathet;
nua Y, and tie to

nce in the g the Boarq ;s thore;i)mh ety 44

re not prepared to

naswami Aiyar’s alternati ervice
. s Ve re 4 ONS].
that his responsibility for the p quest to he alloweflotr:)sii?‘rs that M.R Ry. A. Krish
ire should h. Yo A y
Ry be acted on and

be enforced by a reducti ccent defuleat;
ction of hix w. o> cationg gt
: the T
the extent ;}f];g‘y"l’?}y tl-’l‘,(‘usurv should
y B8, 5 per mensem.

8 . 1
blllxlie' (.]l.('sts nnpropt‘l']Y
1 81x other districts

r loss h

18 pension to

4

oF

* from sub-treasuries.
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3. In the case of the taluk officials (the head accou
a ntant a ;
do not appear to have been more to blame than other officials innt(ilet];:r;i:l r(}f )' ‘tn_zho
elsewhere, except m having used very inferior locks for the remittance bsl i 1(})111
Board thinks that the ends of discipline will be satisfied by their beingO Xfijriia:i :
a

month’s pay each. A )
4. In the concluding part of his letter Mr. Andr o 2 .
difficulties in connection \If\)fitll the weighment of bozi:: iiill(i]g(ioi?siillgtmihcertaln
escort officer should be invariably required to be present at the wei hiiis i atf o
bags of coin. The Board has partly dealt with this subject already %n itg ]1;1 i ths
ings, No. 303, dated 19th August 1895 which the Collector has acknoWIe; EOFeﬂd.
earlier portion of his letter; but as the Accountant-General has recently fgdrlel;siﬁ

the Board touching the same matter it proposes to deal more f Pk e
separate Proceedings. : re fully with it in
(True Copy and Extract.)

(Signed) L. M. WYNCH,

Secretary.

ernment, Revenue Department,

To the Secretary to Gov
nal letters and enclosures (eight in number) to be returned.

with two origi

—

Orprr—No. 12, Revenue, dated 15th January 1896.

In the last of the Proceedings read above the Board of Revenue submits its
egarding the disappearance of Rs. 2,000 from a remittance of llés n&gSOi)tg
i )

final report r
sent from the taluk treasury at Perambaltr to the Trichinopoly treasury in April

last, together with the explanations of
the defalcation.

9. The papers leav
while in charge of the police e
of the thief rendered difficult, by a w

the taluk and huzur officials responsible for

o little room for doubt that the money was stolen in transit
scort ; and the theft was facilitated, and the deteétion
holesale disregard of the rules relating to the
packing and despatch of specie vemittances prescribed in Chapter XXXT of the Civil
Account Code as modified and supplemented by the Accountant-Geeneral’s Circulars
No. 16, dated 20th June 1891, and No. II, dated 28th January 1892. The treasure
boxes were locked and sealed instead of being fastened by nails and bound by iron
hoops, and they were secured by worthless padlocks although locks of a superior
kind were available in the taluk office. The boxes were not weighed at the
despatching treasury in the presence of the officer in charge of the escort nor were
they accompanied by & taluk peon as required by the rules. At the receiving
treasury the boxes were not weighed prior to the issue of the acquittance certificate
to the escort, nor were they o ened and the bags contained weighed individually
when it was found that the detailed examination of the remittance could not be
undertaken on the day of receipt. It appears from the papers that the rules
referred to above have not been observed in the district as regards remittances

Collector and the Board in considering

3. The Government agrees with the (
that of the six persons from whom explanations have been taken the Huzur
"Treasurer and the Tahsildar should be acquitted of blame, as also the taluk peony*

who eould not have known anything of the rules and was not instructed to accom-
¥anK B b, 1Lha taluk head accquntant and the shroff are responsible
or having detained the peon and for havm{éo used worthless padlocks; but the
officer chiefly to blame in the matter 18 the Treasury Deputy Collector M.R.Ry
A. Krishnaswami Aiyar whose duty it was to have enforced the instructions i)f
the Accountant-General and the rules of the Account Code, and whose lax super-
vision was the cause of the irregularities noticed.above. The explanations submii;)ted

and his failure to reform the practice in the

by this officer are unsatisfactory, >, o ret
district as regards specie remittances, and to bring it nto conformity with the

| N, e g e s 1) Sl ; 5
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instructions in the Accountanj:-(}eneral’s Circular of 1891, which was issued with
reference to a defalcation yvhlch occurred in the Deputy Collector’s own time in a
remittance from the Trichinopoly treasury is altogether inexcusable.

4. The Government therefore agrees with the Board in considering that
M.R.Ry. A. Krishnaswami Aiyar should not be allowed to continue in service any
longer; his application for a retiring pension is accepted and will be forwarded to
the Accountant-Greneral for report.

5. The other recommendations made by the Board for enforcing the respon-
sibility of the officers at fault, viz., that the taluk head accountant and the shroff
should each be fined a month’s pay, and that the pension of the Treasury Deputy
Collector should be reduced by Rs. 5 are however, in the opinion of Government
altogether inadequate. His Excellency the Governor in Council has carefull)’r
considered the matter and is of opinion that as the loss in the present case was
wholly due to a disregard of the rules prescribed, it should be made good by the
officers responsible in the following proportions:—Rs. 1,500 by the Treasury
Deputy Collector by month?f deductions of Rs. 75 from his pension (the amount
of which will be determined in the Pension department) and Rs. 500 by the taluk
head accountant and the shroff in proportion to their pay in suitable monthly
instalments. :

6. Asalready remarked there seems to be little doubt that money was abstracted
from the remittance while in transit, but no information is afforded as to the probable
complicity of the police escort in the defalcation. The head constable in charge
of the escort is said to have lately cashed notes to a large amount, and the Govern-
ment is of opinion that further inquiry in this direction is necessary. The Collector
will report further on this point.

7. It appears from Mr. Andrew’s letter that the disregard or misconception of
the rules which has led to the present defalcation is not confined to Trichinopoly :
the Board is requested to draw the attention of all Collectors to the necess}i)t X)’}
satisfying themselves that the rules are properly understood and observed. Boa)x"d’s
Standing Order No. 235 should also be amended as suggested by Mr. Andrew
The separate Proceedings referred to in the concluding portion of paragraph 4 of
the Board’s Proceedings last read above should be submitted for the ilfformation
of Government. ‘

(True Extract.)

(Signed)  E. GIBSON,
Secretary to Government,

To the Board of Revenue (Land Revenue),

. with ten enclosures.
Accountant-General (with application).
Judicial Department.
Pension Department.

50 Copies.

Fxd. S J. Pereira.

o i

LV [ fen TR D% -
A AN R P Y i

e st Ao
j



-4
|
|
3

Mo e A ek gt N

e e mmeten e s

PRPEPTPE S ——

[

S

e

ikt

et it b S e A

S DR -

B R
T

Goft. of {1896} ¥ adras. .

REVENUE.

B

CONFIDENTIAL."®

Issued

Recd. ' Enel,

G.0., No. 12, 15th January 1896,

JANUARY,

Defalcation. .

on papers relating to the —

Passing orders from the Perambalr taluk

in a remittance
treasury.
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CONFIDENTIAL.

GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

REVENUE DEPARTMENT.

Reap—again the following G.O., Mis. No. 2033, Revenue, dated 22nd May
' 1895 :—

Read—the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue (Land Revenue), Mis.
No. 2279, dated 6th May 1895 :—

Read—the following letter from E. A. ELWIN, Esq., Acting Collector of Trichi-
nopoly, to the Secretary to the Commissioners of Land Revenue, dated 2nd
May 1895, Current No. 1429/Rev. :——

I have the honour to report that, on the afternoon of 29th ultimo, a deficiency
of Rs. 2,000 was discovered in a remittance received from the Perambalir taluk.
The remittance consisted of nine boxes stated to contain 56,000 rupees in cash
and 6,000 rupees in currency notes. The boxes, as soon as they arrived at the
huzur treasury on 24th ultimo, were lodged in the double lock strong room for safe
custody, their seals and fastenings being apparently in good order.

2. The remittance was not taken up for examination until 29th ultimo, because
remittances previously received from other taluks were pending at the date of its
receipt and their examination was finished only on Saturday the 27th. On being
opened one of the boxes which should have contained Rs. 6,000, or six bagz
of whole rupees, was found to contain but four bags, or Rs. 4,000.

3. The Tahsildar of Perambalir was at once directed to report whether there
was any surplus in his sub-treasury to cover the deficiency found here. His report,
just received, is to the effect that there is no such surplus, and the amount has
been charged in the cash book under article 664 of the Civil Account Code as
an “advaunce recoverable” pending the result of the inquiry which the Deputy
Collector in charge of the division, the Superintendent of Police and myself are
making.

4. A full report will be forwarded as soon as the inquiry is completed.

Resolution—DMis. No. 2279, dated 6th May 1895,

Recorded.
2. The further report promised in the Collector’s letter is awaited.

3. The Board observes that this is the second occasion on which a defalcation
has been reported from this district within a very short space of time—vide Board’s
Proceedings, No. 1882, dated 17th April 1895. The Collector’s reports upon both
defalcations should be expedited.

(A true Copy and Extract.)

(Signed) * R. C. C. CARR,
Ag. Secretary.
Copy to the Secretary to Government, Revenue Department.
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Order-——Mis. No. 2033, Revenue, dated 22nd May 1895.
Recorded.
(True Extract.)

(Signed)  @. S, FORBES, 4
Ag. Secretary.

T e M R i s o e

To the Accountant-General.

—_——

Reap—again G.0., Mis. No. 2758, Revenue, dated 11th July 1895.

Asstracr.—Passing orders on

papers relating to the def : :
Trichinopoly on the 3rd April 1895. . © delalcations in the Huzur treasury at

— ———

Reap—again the following G.0., Mis, No. 2939, Revenue, dated 24th July 1895

Read—the following letter from F. (!, HARRISON e
General to the Government of Madras, to ’;hlgsél.e’cggimtltgg@ACcountant-

Revenue Department, dated Fort St. Gcorge, 11th July 1895 0§%r1181e§1;,

With reference to my letter to Government No. 1595 : G
1895, I have the honour to}r,nake the following rem’arks 0110 (9 10)’tl§1e§l Elef}. t]he 21st June
occurred at the Huzur treasury, 'l‘richinopoly, on the 3rd A )1'?1 dl%abtgm e
deﬁciencY found in a remittance made to the same treasury b t}le N () the
Perambaldr on the 22nd April 1895.  the sub-treasury at

2. A report on the former case was submitted to y
Revenue (Land Revenue{ in its Proceedings, Mis, No(.}%(t)?;](?(?:ftdl])yl\?he goard ot
17th June 1895 ; the final report on the latter case has only just (on t.l 3‘ ]5Qa dated
been forwarded to the Board by the Collector. In this communi ;53 th instant)
I propose dealing with both cases, as the incidents occurred in th:;a;(m, however,
though the treasurer was not the same, the one concerned iy the fir t;m.e frearury;
been suspended on the 5th April 1895, st case having

3. As regards the defalcation of the 3vrd April, I m
tor’s ﬁrs(ti report left points to be cleared, which necessita
a second report, copy of which I enclose for the informati
(letter No, 1140 E, Revenue, dated 7th July 1895, with errll(l:?(t)gt;e)of %ﬁ\(;ell;ninexzt
of the 2nd April {apparently verified by Mr. Rawson some time o 'tho 3rd )‘Eil a’:ﬁ"’
treasurer's hands amounted to Rs. 1,078-1-0. Ifit be a fact that the ba,;l he
of the treasurer had been for some time under Rs. 2,000 and he A
the double lock 1balanc’e or to Ithe unshroffed coin, then the de
have been a ‘“ chronic” one. It would therefore follow that the treasur
of his subordinates) embezzled the money on a day of inspecti(,ent;;z:flzhil; (or one
evening of the same day informed against himself. ~ I cannot accept this vil- on the
it appears from the Collector’s second report that he does not believe t(}le’ %y
Treasury Deputy Collector had for some time past properly verified the i A th,e
balance or observed with strictness the rules of the Account Code relat'm?sumr X
custody of money. I therefore incline, like the Collector, to the bel; fm{i’ e
defalcation was ¢ chronic” or, at any rate, not committed on the dg p fO. t 1at .the
The conduct of the Treasury Deputy Collector in not acquainting eitlﬁzrjl\lu-l o
or Mr. Andrew with the deficiency the same day was most inc?efensib]O r. Rawson

4. There can be no question that the remittance defalcati ;
by a wholesale disregard of the ordinary rules emphasi
Rawlin’s Circular N 0. X.VI, datgd 20th June 1891, which was 1ssued .
covery of a defalcation in a remittance in this district in the time fetl on :che dis-
Deputy Collector. 01 this 'Ireasury

5. As the journey from Perambaliir to Trichinopoly ¢
tance should have been secured in boxes nailed dow{’, g’nd()(f);{s tzie?] O](liolﬁl;,_
1

ay observe that the Collec-
ted my obtaining from him

.ha}d not access to
hcwncy could not

the remit-
ron hoops
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riveted at the junctions. This was not done but the bags were placed in boxes
locked by a country bazaar lock and sealed by a faint seal. Contrary also to rule,
the boxes were not weighed before despatch.

6. The Treasury Deputy Collector also did not weigh the boxes on receipt,
although the circular above referred to expressly required this to be done. As the
defalcation was made entirely in one box and must have amounted to about one-
third of the correct contents, it is obvious that the most casual weighing would
have brought to light the deficiency.

7. Considering that the boxes were not nailed down, but were locked with
country locks, and that the seals were faint, it was, I think, clearly the duty of the
Treasury Deputy Collector to have counted the bags in the boxes as there was
every possibility of the remittance havmg been tampered with on the way. By
not making any examination, he relieved the escort of all responsibility.

8. In any case, it seems to me that the two defalcations taken together show
a great laxity in treasury management for which the Treasury Deputy Collector
is primarily responsible.

R

ExNcLOSURES.

From E. A. ELWIN, Esq., Acting Collector of Trichinogoly, to the Accountant-General,
Madras, dated [richinopoly, Tth July 1895, R.C. No. 1140 (¢) Rev.

With reference to your letter, No. 1597, dated 21st June 1895, T have the honour to forward
herewith the Treasury Deputy Collector’s office-note No. B., dated 6th July 1895, replying to
the points raised by you.

2. The first point is, I think, sufficiently elucidated by the Treasury Deputy Collector.

3. As to the second point, the Treasury ]_)eputy Collector appears to scout the idea of a
“ ohronic deficiency,” but my own impression is that he has been for a !opg time past placing
undue confidence in his subordinates and neglecting various rules of the Civil Agcount Code and
it is in my opinion highly probable that he frequently neglected to make anything more than a
very superficial examination of the treasurer’s balance.

4, The third point deals with the handling by the treasurer of the unshroffed coin ; and, as to
this too, I have grave doubts whether the rules have been complied with by the Treasury Deputy

Collector.

5. Last point: The records of this office show that the matter of the treasurer’s indebted-
ness was duly reported to the Board of Revenue; that the man was granted long leave so as to
enable him to make arrangements to discharge his llab1}1t1es; and that he was not allowed to
return to duty until he had produced some evidence, which was accepted as satisfactory, that he

had retrieved his position.

-note from M.R.Ry. A. KRISHNASWAMI AIYAR, Avargal, Treasury Deputy
» Oﬁic%gﬁeztor, Trichinopoly, to the Collector of I'richinopoly, dated 6th J uly 1895, No. B.

[Reference.——Collector’s footnote, R.C. No. 1140/9.5 (d}, dated 29th June 1895, to Accountant-
General’s letter, No. 1697, dated 21st June 1895, directing the Treasury Deputy Collector to
report on certain points raised by the Accountant-General. |

I beg to reply as follows :—

9. Answer to 2nd paragraph of the Accountant-General’s letter.—~The balance in which the
deficiency was discovered was not the one ex.amlngd by Mr. Rawson. _ The deficiency was dis-
covered in the closing balance of the 3rd April, while the balance examined by Mr. Rawson was
the closing one of the previous day.

3. The actual transfer of charge to Mr. Ra:wson by Mr. Andrew was in the afternoon of the
3rd, but the former began to count the treasury in the forenoon of the 8rd with the closing balance
of t’he 2nd, because the quantity of cash and stamps to be examined was very large and likely to
occupy from four to five hours. His examination terminated that day at 3 or 3-30 ».m. The trans-
actions of the 3rd were not going on, nor had_they commenced when Mr. Rawson arrived at the
treasury for examination. After the transactions of the 3rd were over, and when I was waiting
for the balance sheet (form No. 38) of that day, the treasurer came and told me that the cash

t showed a deficiency. The transactions with the double lock had then been over and the
ey room sealed. There was no unshroffed coin on the evening of the 8rd, nor did any
t:fé:l?ﬁ)ﬁed coin remain in the possession of the treasurer when his balance was examined by

\
.
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Mr. Rawson. The unshroffed coin (Rs. 20,000) which formed part of the closing balance of the
2nd, and which had been placed in the single lock room for want of space in the double lock

room had been brought to the double lock strong room on the 3rd before Mr. Rawson arrived at
the treasury.

4. Answer to 3rd paragraph of the Accountant-General’s letter.—I do not quite see how
there could have been a  chronic deficiency ” of over Rs. 2,000 as before the date of the defalca~
tion the treasurer’s balance used to be verified by me roughly every evening and in detail eve

last day of the week, and it was generally less than Rs. 2,000 and had been so for several days
previous to the 3rd,

5. Answer to 4th paragraph of the Aecountani-General’s letter. -~ Unshroffed coin is always
treated as part of the balance under double lock, and entered as such in form No. 38 and k
in the double lock ; but whenever no space was available for it there it useq
single lock both my own and the treasurer’s seals being affixed to its padlock. This course was also
followed on the evening of the 2nd April when a sam of Rs. 20,000 was placed in the single lock

room. The police guard seal hook wil] show that

* Two of the double lock room on two diﬂe?intkpadlooks, they took charge of four * seals on the evenin
and two of the single lock room on one padlock, of that day. 1 my letters to the Accountant.
 Lettors Nos. 223 of 20th January 1894 and 468 of 220d General quoted in the margin,t I have already
Fobruary 1894, brought to his notice the overcrowded state of

the double lock strong room and sought hig
permission to have it extended. In one of those letters, viz., No. 222, dated 29¢h J. anuary 1894,

1 also brought to his notice that packed remittance boxes had once to be put into the single lock
room for want of space in the double lock room, and that hoth my own and the treasurer’s seals
were on that occasion affixed to the padlock of that room in consequence of the contents of that
room exceeding Rs. 5,000, Unshroffed coin is never treated as part of the treasurer’s balance
and it is given out for examination in my presence. The double lock strong room hag now been
extended and there will be no more occasion to keep unshroffed, &e., coins in the single lock,

6. The treasurer’s indebtedness was a_fact known to me since 1890 or 1891 when the
matter was reported by the Collector to the Board, and he was compelled to remain on leave $i]]
he proved that he fairly retrieved his position. He returned to duty after proving that he

fairly retrieved his position. The correspondence connected with the subject are in the General
branch of the Cdllector’s office.

to be lodged in the

-

Order—Mis. No. 2939, Revenue, dated 24th J uly 1895,

Recorded pending the receipt of the Board’s report on the deficiency in the
remittance from the sub-treasury at Perambalir. ,

(True Extract.)

(Signed)  E. GIBSON,

Secreta.ry to Government,
To the Accountant-General.

»  Board of Revenue (Land Revenue),

e, dated 15¢]
1895 :— s Ot August
Read-—the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue (Land
No. 252/Contdl. No. 75, dated 22nd July 1855, (-0 Revenue)

Read—again Proceedihgs of the Board of Revenue

Land Revenue) Mis, ’
dated 6th May 1895.( ' e) Mis. No. 2279,

Read—also the following letter from E. A. ELWIN, Esq., Act;
Trichinopoly, tg the Secretary to the Commi;sion%;s of ligngogecmr of
dated 7th July 1895, Ref. on (. No. 1429/Rev. : evenue,
In continuation of this office letter, Ref. on C. No. 1429/Rey.,
I have the honour to submit the further report therein promised g}
of Rs. 2,000 that was discovered on 29th pril ina remittance reg
treasury from the Perambaldr taluk,

—_—

» dated 2nq May,
Out the deﬁciency
eived at the huzur

ept

i il
.

o
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2. On 22nd April, during the Tahsildar’s absence from the taluk head-quarters
in camp, a remittance, supposed to consist of Rs. 56,000 in cash and Rs. 6,000 in
currency notes, or Rs. 62,000 in all, was despatched by the head accountant
Sundararaja Rau and the shroff Govindu from the sub-treasury to the huzur.
The cash and notes were packed in nine small but strong remittance boxes, the lid
of each of which was secured by a padlock and a p1ece of tape connecting it with
the body of the box. The tape was seale.d at either end, and a bit of cloth was
wrapped round the padlock and fastened with a seal. There were thus three seals on
each box. The three carts that were employed to carry the boxqs left Perambaldr
shortly after noon and reached the huzur treasury, some 35 miles off, about 48
hours afterwards. They did not travel between sunset and sunrise and were
drawn up for the first night in front of .the Padqlur police station, which is quite
close to the road, and for the second night outside the Trichinopoly taluk police
station, where some carts bringing a remittance from the Musiri taluk were also
halting. The boxes had been entrusted to a police escort‘ comprised of head con-
stable Abd-ul Majid Sahib and six other constables. The head constable lgad
given the taluk officials a receipt to the effect that he had taken charge of nine
boxes, each of which bore three seals in good order and into which Rs. 62,000 in
all had been put. A taluk peon, named Gopalasami, had been deputed, in accord-
ance with the customn prevailing in the district, to take the keys of the padlocks of
the treasure boxes to the huzur and to be present there when the detailed exami-
nation of the remittance was proceeded Wltl'l. This man did not start with the
carts and accompany them throughout the journey, as 15 usually done, but left
Perambalir by transit on the morning of 23rd April and overtook them a short
distance outside Trichinopoly. On the following day Ehe constables and the peon
presented themselves at the huzur treasury. The Treasury Deputy Collector
neglected to have the boxes weighed or the bags counted in accordanpe with t_he
prgvisiOns of article 651 of the Civil Account Code, and contented himself with
nstructing the Treasurer®o examine the outer gon_dltlon of the boxes. The seals
being found to be intact, the boxes were placed inside the double lock strong room
and a receipt stating that nine boxes said to contain Rs. 62,000 had been dehvel:ed
in good order was granted to the head constable in c:ha‘rge_ of the escort guard. The
police then left the place, but the peon stayed at Prlchmopo_ly to await the open-
ing of the boxes. As some remittances from other taluks which had arrived about
the same time were examined first, this particular remittance was not taken up for
examination until 29th April, when the peon attended, handed over the sealed bag
containing the keys of the padlocks, and watched the examination of the contents
of the boxes. The Treasurer superintended the opening of the boxes in the double
lock strong room, the Treasury Deputy Collector being seated just outside the gate-
way, disposing of some routine business. The first two boxes that were opened
contained the correct number of bags as shown in the invoice. The third box,
however, contained but four instead of six bags of Rs. 1,000 each. The contents
of the remaining boxes were next examined and found correct.

3. The Treasury Deputy Collector came over to my office without an
undue delay and told me of the fact of the deﬁelengy. He brough_f with him the
peon who admitted before me that in one of the nine boxes containing the taluk
remittance there was a deficiency of Rs. 2,000, though the box was apparently in
good order before being opened. I went over to tl}e treasury and made some
enquiries which resulted in my coming to the conclusw{l that the boxes hagl been
duly deposited in the double lock strong room on their regeipt and that it was
most improbable that the deficiency of Rs. 2,000 discovered in one of them was
due to a defalcation in the huzur treasury. I looked at the box I question,
its padlock and seals. There was nothing about it to show that it had been
tampered with, though, on the other hand, I foqn@ that the padlock was & common
bazaar article worth but a few annas, such as it is not difficult to fit with a k?f
that the seals bore but a very faint_ mmpression, and that the label on the lid ind;
cating the value of the contents, unlike those on the other boxes, had been gummed
overg piece of straw, the ends of which protruded beyond the paper.

4. I was at first inclined to think that the deficiency might be due to the
accidental detention of two bags at the sub-treasury and sent an urgent message to
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the Tahsildar to report on the point. |
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nformation of

. | the deficiene ' D
tune given to the General Duty Deputy Collector, Ariyu]ur, in };vl:(?:esl?hlll'zza:llz
© Superintendent of Police,
: e taluk
return of the Tahsildar from
Collector. " On the morning of gt Mu{ the

Perambaliir taluk is, and to the police

and « Mr. West, th
happened tobe camping in the neighbourhood and ]
office and sealed the door of the treas

ury pending ¢
camp and the arrival of the Deputy i P
treasury was opened in th
proved on examination to be correct ac
thereupon reported to me that there w.
were accordingly held to be a defaleation and ordere
664 of the Civil Account Code, as an  advance recoverable,”

5. The next step taken was to ask the Supering
Deputy Collector to hold a full inqui poriitenden

case himself for some days,
special duty for the purpose
Tahsildar, both of whom were formerly in the Police
police, have been doing their utmost for several week

1€ promptly visited the

a8 no surplus, and the

but, failing to get any clue, he pl

. S past t he
defalcation was perpetrated, but I vegret to say that g : ot out how,the

evidence have proved fruitless.

6. The money was undoubtedly taken either— ’
(1) at the huzur treasury, or
(2) from the cart while the r

to the huzir, or

(3) at the Petambaliir taluk office, either when the

emittanco was being take

! . the remittance was being
prepared for despatch, or some time previous]

. i y'
7. No suspicion appears to rest on the huzur treasur

: . coasury.  All the inquiries
made show that the remittance boxes were deposited in the g

> " ouble lock strong
room as soon as they were delivered, and it would be Roxt to impossible for the

000 in cash to be
and for the outer aspect

fastenings of a box so deposited to be tampered with for Rg, 2,
removed not only from the box, but also from the room, :
of the box to be restored to its former condition in broad daylight.

8. As regards the other two ways in which the mone
there is a difference of opinion between the Deputy C
Inspector. The former considers it probable that some
escort guard were the offenders, while the latter suspects tk

9. The head constable, who was the escort offi
admission to the effect that, in taking charge of the
counted each bag and that there were then lying
in .the invoice, and not 54 only as found on th
huzur treasury. His statement is corroborated
shroff and he adhered to it when I rec
no reason why the story should not 1
have adopted in taking charge is tha
cases such as the one in question, whe
of by weight, and is followed, I hay
treasury in this distriet, The Polic

ollector and the P
members of t},
1e taluk shroff,

cer, has made g (
remittance, he looked at an(
in the boxes 56 bags as shown
¢ opening of the bhoxes at the
by the head acco
ently examined him at Perqm] I see
¢ accepted, for the procedure he professes to
t contemplated in the Civil Account Codé 11
re the remittance boxes are not taken charcrct
e ascertained, in more than ope other sul)-
rt d constable’s
vicinity of the taluk office at the time, These men appear lllbl:a‘:(l](;:l(llg ln 18
head constable went into the treasury room only a fow minutes hefor tl Be k%
were brought out fastened and sealed ' fio boxes

and from this it is gpoue
not possibly have been time for him t’o have looked at elzscl?lgued that. there gonin
made ready to be placed on the carts, i
of the length of time the head constahl

suddenlg came upon one of the constalle
the hea 1

1810 the hot weather very

: . €0 remittance bhoxes
journey by road, ang | think that q cojn or any p(ioce
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ATIRPER S i ssion that might, under the
it would make an impression : . :
nﬂﬁv of the half worn-out seal that is often used for
&e., in a taluk office. . :
ha: raked up several things against the .s}n*oi(fl, i)ut
i ecason to suspect that he is not altogef.llufr malith :1:’ . ala:
because there 1s somef;W rupees out of a village remittance (alui caéusge g agd
now and then taken a oood, and because he lends money an 1mmsb ra:he e
it i Ecoullt of it to his brother at 11ll(:hlfnl)lpo yb yan meanspthat
remitted Rs. 200 (t?rl;lfte keys of fhe padlocks, 11): does (1)1(())t 0 o(l:‘i‘; i y g lle st e
who had charge o ho made away with the Rs. 2,0 y e]sl? 3 bee}; e i ,y o
i I)ersl)lrlt Wd(: e T CollectOI::iW Otlll‘}:’l he has been unjustly
position, a wel- Oq him a oood character and consi ezis_s Shat hopbis becpeiustiy
the div1ston,r ,‘g"lv?) d ‘wcoauntant, without whose comp 1(,1f};s an honest and careful
suspected. The t“l?) hLaVO been effected, is wle:ll Slmkznngthino pan
[ 1 ! ’
the eml)ezzlen‘({zl against his character the polige hay N In: AU
subordinate, and agt dent of Police, while sharing his Insj iy i
11. 'The SllI)(i1‘111,t:;:)n1n10ndS his transfer to another Sttif:((lgdathat e o
of the shroft, i y 11) erambaliir, and it is not, 1 facti, c?l?lted o g b ey
of different lupdb 11]l Mr. West, whom I haye cons e
ol ﬂllg‘lﬁ phat s g Convellmlllatt\l;:erlletheir setting out from
veral occasions, T BETig e intervene veen Pupg et e
e ,ﬂl?iv;l‘ gtr’llljc huzur, it is unhkely "L'lgla;chl:in :;S;‘ lwlvould s
I)erambalu§ an L,ily and that even had @ll{ey tukg:: (:S é E I € e
smoving the mone ions prevailing among ; P :
ll;llll)z\t() Cl,igl‘t owing to tllw' fgc:]l:;lt:btlhc Deputy Collector and the Tahsildar took a
. ; omplain )

; T Lady did not render proper
it »oinning and that they |

ball_lr licod view of the case at the beg gt fcation_ s e

bl udu;ut' wds the detection of the defa

assistance towards

i raph 8, the
ad constable alluded to in paragraph 8,

1881 f the head cons . ice guard; the burden
considering the udmtlt::};zlfglly justified in suspecting thiz] lléol)lgleic%llzlliidy o danine:
Revenue Departnll(f‘ladmission was false la): heavily (t)}l i ﬂlwt £l et A
of proving fat t 'lf’f- ctorily discharged. 'lgven AR mvb d lthe word of the police
e oL e “lalllbfx‘tl night, though there 1s -]l(l)l:hlmg bl())gz(;)rl1 removed in the daytime
curefllll}’ gual‘( (f c + tlle case tllO bﬂg‘b‘ mIgHL TGV infrequentl in the habit
to show that such Wil:dt sersons travelling by cart are not lllf;b&létioxmz amongst the
iyt dmz'lersl ?)t wlea.ther As to the fact thatft}:‘]ere all ey would Prevgnt the

Jleoping in the h “udicious distribution of the mone
of sleeping 1n hat a judicious distr
i resume that a ] s il 3 he other.
constables, I. P;t( : giving information agamsl‘. those of th | s G2 i
. ey T bsence of direct evidence it cannot,rof cour‘s‘e,n.all i u’iries st
12 fl ré(fll‘ltiililt);er:vho abstracted (’;.,hef {ls.t‘z,((l)?l(gl-l rg:ltg((ll;z e rllg, i ope
degree o Jalir towards the end of las m T TR A
by me at Pcl'l‘?zltlll;al}l]‘:)pe that the matter will Syor bewcilt(lr;'lltflile Dleputy Clofledtor]
i How DLt e clusions of the police, and, conculn]ng olicé excort are thoculprite.
to a‘:'aebt.:];?r:}())l:ble*that some members on% othar olf c{celre tllne St idb G Boduish e hinks
consider 1 ettt f straw that 1 found u Qb bk i
: f the piece of st1 . hether the straw stuck to th
The presence of the rered is peculiar, but whe v T RE Ty
the deﬁ01(131“c}(’)rw szc;dl:)lgged therep PurpOs;ely1 as a S;%gilqliirﬁ?ﬂdcglzgzhgw fetoihat
accidentally , mashalchi, or some one else, in e A ible to say.
constables and the lm:: ;ecurély fastened than the rest, it lbd’rgpf)::; A t}sh e
particular hox was les to be discussed is from whom the z g} S il Bt
13. The nerxtl thli]‘geésury Deputy Collector M.R..'Ryl. - lrll:lle (}ivil Ac‘col’mt
be l'ecoi’czf glmhrhlg took rlo pains to follow tlxea;u(}e“lﬁ;glirog()t b nator labudition
Avergas, HIONe seipt of remittances asoablo Siopethik 1bbter. Was
: d to the receij hb erid o arao'rapll or this letter, was
Code'in xegar i as observed at the el ey e pscort to return to
of the boxels te xa;;?,:dt’he escort pfficer a regelp(ti E’m(lhzni(;xOg:l: }?:m((lol)een detivetid:
yash enough f 0 s hole amount entered 1n o el y o
Perambaltir just as lfhtiif:g explain his neglect of m_dm;zi'y plhe;:ulx)telgl?si r;mgharg%
. havel Caul?id: :Xl;)(lznation b Boar%’s OI’? ;llers Tallxl:l (l d?)elwt think that he cati
o enclose 1S : for a number ol years, & : : ‘
f)f the rlwnchmoplolydtriia:l;i‘fy defence the prevalence of irregular practices that he
d to plea
be allowed

of metal having a few lmesfo(;
circumstances, easily pc{)ssxes
the purpose of see.zlmg ’

10. The Police Inspector
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himself has fostered. I submit that he should be held primarily responsible for
making good the loss. The lhuzur treasurer, Vaidyanadha Aiyar, might well have
insisted on the observance of the prescribed procedure, but I must pa()int out that
he had on 24th April, the date of the arrival of the remittance, held the post but
three weeks and was no doabt guided entirely by the directions of his superior. I
am doubtful whether, having regard to all the circumstances of the case, it would be
fair to call upon the taluk head accountant and shroff to bear any part of the: loss.

Tixcrosure No. 1.—Deputy Collector’s explanation.

Resolution—dated 22nd July 1895, No. 252/Confidential No. 75.

In its Proceedings dated 17th June 1895, Mis. No. 3007 (Confidential), the
Board passed orders on an attempt,by the huzur treasurer, Trichinopoly, to s
porarily make away with Government money and submitted a report to Govern-
ment regarding the conduct of the Treasury Deputy Collector, M.R.Ry. A. Krish-
naswami Aiyar, in not bringing the loss immediately to the notice of the Collector.

2. The present is a more serious case of defalcation connected with the same
district. Out of a remittance of Rs. 62,000 composed of Rs. 56,000 in cash and
Rs. 6,000 in currency notes despatched from the taluk treasury, Perambalir, to
the huzur on the 22nd April last, two bags containing a thousand rupees each w’ere
found to have been abstracted when the treasure was examined at T'richinopoly on
the 29th idem. The consignment had reached Trichinopoly on the 24th, hut the
examination was not made until the 29th because other taluk remittances also were
waiting at the huzur treasury.

3. The disappearance of the money Was reported as soon as it was discovered
i.e., on the 29th April, to the Acting Collector Mr. Elwin who examined the box
concerned and found no sign of its having been tampered with.

4, The money could have disappeared only in one of three ways, i.e. (1) at the
taluk treasury by the omission to put into the boxes the full amount advised by
the taluk officials, or (2) during the journey to Trichinopoly whither the irokatne
was conveyed in three country carts by a head constable and six constables w\;llile
the taluk peon who should have accompanied them took a transit cart, or (3) at the
huzur treasury where the remittance was kept for five days awaiting examination
The last hypothesis is exceedingly improbable and the first is equally so as the
head constable in charge of the escort party admitted to the Collector that he hag
seen the bags counted and put into the remittance chests. The money must hav

been stolen in transit ; this is the conclusion arrived at by the Collector with wh e
the Board concurs. e

5. The following circumstances each of which requires full expl ;
appear to have facilitated the theft ;i planation,

(«) The absence of the taluk peon, who, in accordance with the rules of the

e
* Vol. I, Article 652, and the Accountant-Gen- Civil Accour:t COd? * as well as the
eral’s Circular IT, dated 28th January 1892. Accountant-(xeneral s standing instrue-
2 p vt tions, should have followed the treas
carts instead of _perforlmng his journey by transit: The peon, however, 1 dere
choice of route if, as appears to have been the case, he was detained at {1 1\a hc
office on duty after the escort had left with the treasure. 1e taluk

(5) The exceedingly careless manner in which the treasure w

) : e ; as | -

taluk office. The nine boxes in which it was conveyed were securegaf,ked 8l the

better than common bazaar padlocks and three seals on each, loosely imgrgg(;“:l‘“‘i
2986 &

_the taluk office. It is not surprising that the impressions on the seals were
re ver

faint as reported by the Collector when the destination was reached. But thy
: e

é o © Collector has not noti

Article 644, Civil Account Code, and the Ac- g b ed that the rul

countant-General’s Circular XVI, dated 20th ondtlhe‘ksub] ?ict prohibit the use of 1)01?}?
June 1891. padlocks and seals. Iocks are required

to be placed only on' large tumbrils op

’
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: o ‘o 1s sometimes conve red—especially by rail—but for several

o ZVh]llL:lli:zfiist:ll?ave been supplied Wgt,h smaﬁ)stout chests each holding either
B ‘?,a s of one thousand rupees oach. These boxes should neither be locked
it Orlsl(i( bu% should be ¢ fastened with mails and secured by two pieces of hoop
nor sealed, & iron, each of which should pass com-
Article 644, Civil Account Code, Vol. L. pletely round the box at right angles to
the other the four ends meeting in the centre and being there riveted throu_gh wit}l
s Tivet? so as to make the opening of them a matter not of utter impossi-
a.i:.(;pl but of time and difficulty, requiring blacksmith’s tools. As a further
- Zl,ltion each box has to be weighed at the despatching office and the weights
ﬁ;i(; to be recorded by the remitting officer and acknow}edg@d by the police escort
a5 well as by the receiving ofticer, The last named officer 13 further required by
- a circular * of the Accountant-General,
+ No. XVI, dated 20th June 1891 though mot by the Code, to note the

s s received in case he is obliged to put off the detailed examination

3%1 ?f}ia,cieﬁilt)?ﬁwe for a day later than the date of receipt. When large tumbrils
chests are used, the procedure is different; i their case the escort officer 18

o i required to count the bags as they are
Articles 650 and 651 of tho Oivil Account Code.  lgced in and the receiving treasury

officer is required to do the same invariably before acknowledging receipt.

6. If the treasure had been properly packed, theft yvould have been impossible
without such complicity on the part of the police guard ‘as would justify their being
held responsible jointly and severally ; this cannot be done in the present case.
The Collector should report the huzur and taluk officers responsible for this breach

of rulegin view to the whole or a portion of the amount lost being recovered from
them in proportion to their pay-. :

~ 7. The Collector’s letter brings to notice various other irrggularities, and
although these do not seem to have in any way contributed to the loss in the present
instam(?e steps must be taken to prevent their recurrence. For instance, it does not
appear to be the practice in the taluk offices of the Trichinopoly district to weigh

each remittance box, as required by the rules, before despatching it to the huzur.

‘1t is true taluk treasuries are not supplied, as huzur treasuries are, with platform

weighing machines ; but, as noted in Board’s Procee(}ings, dated 27th .r] anuary 1892,
No.ccl(), the weight of boxes can alyvays be approxxma?ely stated. The Treasury
Deputy (Collector, Trichinopoly, thinks that the attention of taluk officers was not
drawn to that Board’s Proceedings at the time when 1t was recelv_ed in the Collec-
tor's office, but the rules in the Account Code as to weighing remittance boxes are
explicit, and if a Tahsildar did not know how to weigh bo§es without a railway
machine, 1t was his duty to have asked for instructions. The explanation of the

taluk officials should be obtained on this point also.

8. The Treasury Deputy Collector is also reported to have omitts&d to weigh
the boxes on receipt as required by article 651 of the Civil Ac_cgunt Code, Vorl. I,
and to count the bags as required by the Accountant-Greneral’s Circular, No. XVI,
dated 20th June 1891, when he foresaw that there would be delily in examining
the treasure. The provisions of the Code and the Accountant-Greneral’s circular
must be strictly acted up to in future.

9. A copy of these Proceedings will be submitted for the information of

Government.
(True Copies and Extract.)

(Signed) L. M. WYNCH,

Secretary.

To the Collector of Trichinopoly-

Secretary to Government, Revenue Departinent,
Qopy; 14,54 HOTER with 1 enclosure in original to be returned.

e Accountant-General.
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Order—Mis. No. 3284, Revenue, dated 15th

Recorded pending the recei
reports called for in paragraphs 6

August 1895,

Pt of further Proceed; :

and 7 of the Proceediglg: r:,v;i};ﬁgizrence to the
(True Extract.)

(Signed)

E G
Secreta 0N,
To the Board of Revenue (Land Revenue.)

ty to Government,
e —————

READ—also the following Proceedings of the Board of Rey

Mis. No. 4669/Confdl. No. 103, dated 17th Septem?)r;:elg;%gl?d Revenue),

Read—letters from the Collector of Trichinopoly, dated 7th Sept b
on C. Nos. 1429/Rev. and 1140/Rev. plember 1895, Ref.

—

Resolution--Mis. No. 4669/Confdl. No. 103, dated 17th September 1895,

With his first letter read above, dated 7th September 1895, Ref. on (.
No. 1429/Rev., the Collector of Trichinopoly submits the explanations called for in
Board’s Proceedings, No. 252, dated 22nd J uly 1895, regarding the disappearance
of Rs. 2,000 out of a remittance of Rs, 62,000 despatched from the Perambalty taluk
treasury in April last. The Collector finds—

(1) that the taluk head accountant an
detaining the taluk peon who should have accompanied the remitfance ;

(2) that the insecure method of packing the treasure ch

adopted has been usual not only in Trichimopoly district, but in s

ests improperly
which have been consulted ;

ix other districts

(3) that the taluk head accountant and shroff were
responsible for having used worthless padlocks inste
apparently there was a supply in the taluk cutcherry ;

(4) that the Treasury Deputy Collector M.R.Ry. A. Krish
responsible for not carrying out the provisions of Accountant-Geeneral’s (fipe
No. XVI of 1891 regarding the packing of remittances, and of Xrticle 6344 1;;1131?;
Account Code, but not for failure to communicate to Tahsildars Board’s Proceed.
ings, No. 40, dated 27th January 1892, regarding :

the weighment of remittance
boxes. At the same time the Collector points out that the same ¢ ance

occurred in most other districts of the Presidency, if not in all ; and

() that the loss of Government money should be divided
Treasury Deputy Collector, the taluk head accountant and the shro
Collector does not state in what proportion it should be reovere

2. In the second paper read above M R.Ry. A. Krishnaswami Aiyar intimat
his readiness to retire, as directed in the Government Order commimicated a_t(‘is
Board’s Proceedings, No. 3586, dated 18th July 1895, but requests that in o 'Wl} 1
is called upon to refund any portion of the Perambaltr loss he may be )orlmh'tzt ]3
to remain sufficiently long in the service. As regards the explanation Ifum .]‘1 1y q
by the Treasury Deputy Collector it is clearly proved, both from this case 'md] 1; i
that reported on in Board’s Proceedings, Mis. No. 3007/Contfdl. No 5‘6 dwm
17th June 1895, that he has been careless and apathetic to such an (;‘{t ’t ‘ated
lead to serious loss of public money, and the B Xtent as to
recommend his continuance in the service.

oard is therefore not prepared to
naswami Aiyar’s alternative request to be allo

however speciall
ad of superior ones of whic{;

naswami Aiyar is

missions haye

among the

ff, but the
d from e;zch.

It considers that M R.Ry. A. Kri

] R.Ry. A. I -
| s al lowed to retire shoulq be a)(r}ted o;r;ihd
that his responsibility for the recent defalcations at the Tricl

: . : 1inopoly tre nE
be enforced by a reduction of his pension to the extent of, say,pR g’ g(pa:;lge:]l;(;:[]]d

d shroff were jointly responsible for

11
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ici mtant and the shroff) who
luk officials (the head account e e
g i S s {c)}(lz(;rf Erlnl(];re to blame than other officials in t'}‘:’?a;ilgei) 31X :S i
do not appear o ity V(}iavinw used very inferior locks for (’ihg refcnhle i e
elsewhel{e., fxcflll);tn':he end% of discipline will be satisfied by g
Board thinks

month’s pay each.

- i tain
1 \cluding part of his letter Mr. Andrew brings to notice cer
4. In the corx &t

of boxes and consid(?rs ?hatf 319

i i sent at the weighing 1n of the
invariably required to be present SR i
oeith St Sh'(l)“;lg ]gii;hv‘llllals pg;tly dealt with tlgsﬁub]ecti ah(;i(llgl olafll(;ﬁg]?eil Oin il
Jage Of O, rod 1¢ ust 1895 which the Collector has BOKI eas
ings, Hels d{}ti(ils 1123(3??%1& as the Accountant-Greneral has recently addres
earlier portion 0 v

S sOQ < r f ” 'th 't 1
ll B d tOUChin” thU same matter, lt pl‘OPObeb to dedl more Iiu y Wl 1 11
t e oar Fie d
Sepm‘ate P].'Oceed lllgﬁ.
(I rue Copy and E \:tra(:t.)

(Signed) L. M. WYNCH,

Secretary.

venue Department, turned.
e rom tt(l)l ('?\Szeéﬁf?ﬁfl’ 11;:?ccrs and enclosures (eight in number) fo bo retur
wi g

pe—

OrpErR—No. 12, Revenue, dated 15th January 1890.

its its
i » Board of Revenue subm}ts 1
In the last of the Proceedings read above the Kot

Y gL 5.2.000 from are ! :
final report regarding the disappearance of Rs. 2,0 ly treasury in April
ine :

’ : > Trichinopo :
3 _ t Perambaliir to the AR sible for
sent from the taltllx]\ t&fga:;)}lraiations of the taluk and huzur officials responsib

'1 -

last, together Wi

9 oy e . ‘ .t
the deiarllclatlon. < Teave little room for doubt that the money was stolen in transi
9. The paper

ilitate detection
: . ar ft was facilitated, and thq
o aro lice escort ; and the th(_e : Lk, AN i b 13
A 1r{ .cl;‘n gDx(lad(();tl‘rszlled{)t(fjicult,'by a ’wholesalo dlsygggl.d %fl 1-211)2611?“}18{ r\?[dof t?xe P
g B £ specie remittances prescribed 1m U 3 Is Circul
: i GeHpED - -General’s Circulars
packing a?dd(%(:sp‘;tf}(‘h%edl and supplementcd by t(he Atc}com;tran'; gg«én e
g igztli June 1891, and No. 11, {latcd 28th agu ‘yﬂq an(.l ikt by dron
No. 19, dat(‘i( ked and sealed instead of bemng fastgl‘\edr : '217 nua 1; T e
boxes wcrﬁ t(l)lcev were secured by wm-thlessrlpladl(l))cks : Wxgregmt ihbl ‘avothe
Rooge = Yble in the taluk office. The boxe ettt
kind were avall?&gb iﬁlthe presence of the officer 1n cllargelc(:fs 'ch(jSL fszﬁz Vi
despatclllﬂgpt;s?gd %),v a taluk peon as required by the rules.
they accom )

] 188 Lo acquittance certificate
,re not weighed prior to the issue off the q(rl o SRy
treasury the boxes were not Woi5 st
to the escort,

: 3 ned and the bag _ of oy
anl 3“3‘;51;{31}; Oc{)e(iailed examination of the remittance could no
it was foun i s
grlll((la(lalrtlftkv:m on the day of receipt. It appears

) peOD,

y 1 S [ ns l‘ucted tO accom-
WI]() ( ¢)llld Ot 1)& (&) 1{ 1 an h.lng f 11 leb and was llOt ms
5 1 ve nowl ‘ 0 t eru T t

: . The taluk head accountant and ﬂ-l§1Shr0ﬁa3{gcll;?pﬁs?$z
any the 1'01111.1610.3_1101e ‘the peon and for having used wort essg)) llector M.R.Rv
for having demme(-‘ 11{) the matter is the Treasury Deputy 10 asbruietions }of
officer chiefly to .blapwr whose duty it was to have enforced dt 1e1 1115_1lax Ny
ceountant- sy PR iced above. 23
tfl::lﬁl Wasﬁghe cuzﬁsee %ﬁ;ﬁ%g;ﬁ%‘&;?fﬁgnﬁs failure to reform the practice in the

by this officer are

! 1 it 1 conformity W.Ith the
d t i t as l‘(‘“al‘ds SPGCie I‘emlttances, and tO bllng lt 111'30

£
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instructions in the Accountant-General’s Circular of 1891, which was issued with
reference to a defalcation which occurred in the Deputy Collector’s own time in a
remittance from the Trichinopoly treasury is altogether inexcusable,

4. The Government therefore agrees with the Board in considering that ’
M.R.Ry. A. Krishnaswami Aiyar should not be allowed to continue in service an

longer; his application for a retiring pension is accepted and will be forwarded fo - : }
the Accountant-Greneral for report. i

i : 5. The other recommendations made by the Board for enforcing the respon- )
sibility of the officers at fault, viz., that the taluk head accountant and the shroff ‘ : [:

! should each be fined a month’s pay, and that the pension of the Treasury Deputy é ! '

" Collector should be reduced by Rs. 5 are however, in the opinion of Government, :

4 altogether inadequate. His Excellency the Governor in Council has carefully | 4

considered the matter and is of opinion that as the loss in the present case wus
wholly due to a disregard of the rules prescribed, it should be made good by the
officers responsible in the following proportions :—Rs. 1,500 by the Treasury

/ - Deputy Collector by monthly deductions of Rs. 75 from his pension (the amount

‘\‘ of which will be determined in the Pension department) and Rs. 500 by the taluk

l ' head accountant and the shroff in proportion to their pay in suitable monthly

instalments.

6. Asalready remarked there seems o be little doubt that money was abstracted
from the remittance while in transit, but no information is afforded ax to the probable
complicity of the police escort in the defalcation. The head constable in charge
. of the escort is said to have lately cashed notes to a large amount, and the Govern-
- ment is of opinion that further inquiry in this direction is necessary. The Collector
s will report further on this point. ;

1

' 7. It appears from Mr. Andrew’s letter that the disregard or misconception of

t 4 the rules which has led to the present defalcation is not confined to Trichinopoly ;

) l the Board is requested to draw the attention of all Collectors to the necessity of

satisfying themselves that the rules are properly understood and observed. Board’s i

Standing Order No. 235 should also be amended as suggested by Mr. Andrew.

The separate Proceedings referred to in the concluding portion of paragraph 4 of

' ‘ the Board’s Proceedings last read above should be submitted for the information
of Government. :

M (True Extract.)
s 2 : (Signed) K. GIBSON,
Secretary to Government,

prncsacpt -
ot

To the Board of Revenue (Land Revenue), ‘
with ten enclosures. ‘ ¢ L
»  Accountant-General (with application). :
y»»  Judicial Department. :
»  Pension Department.

50 Copies.

Txd. S J. Pereira. .
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CONFIDENTIAL.

GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

REVENUE DEPARTMENT.

Reap—again the following G.O., Mis. No. 2033, Revenue, dated 22nd May
1895 :—

Read—the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue (Land Revenue), Mis.
No. 2279, dated 6th May 1895 :—

Read—the following letter from E. A. ELWIN , Esq., Acting Collector of Trichi-

nopoly, to the Secretary to the Commissioners of Land Revenue, dated 2nd
May 1895, Current No. 1429/Rev. :——

I have the honour to report that, on the afternoon of 29th ultimo, a deficienc
of Rs. 2,000 was discovered in a remittance received from the Perambalir taluk,
The remittance consisted of nine boxes stated to contain 96,000 rupees in cash
and 6,000 rupees in currency notes. The boxes, as soon as they arrived at the
huzur treasury on 24th ultimo, were lodged in the double lock strong room for safe
custody, their seals and fastenings being apparently in good order.

2. The remittance was not taken up for examination until 29th ultimo, because
remittances previously received from other taluks were pending at the date of its
receipt and their examination was finished only on Saturday the 27th. On being
opened one of the boxes which should have contained Rs. 6,000, or six bags
of whele rapees, was found to contain but four bags, or Rs. 4,000.

3. The Tahsildar of Perambalir was at once directed to report whether there
was any surplus in his sub-treasury to cover the deficiency found here. His report
just received, is to the effect that there is no such surplus, and the amount hag
been charged in the cash book under article 664 of the Civil Account Code as
an ‘“‘advance recoverable” pending the result of the inquiry which the Deputy
C(;lllg(?cmr in charge of the division, the Superintendent of Police and myself are
making.

4. A full report will be forwarded as soon as the inquiry is completed.

Resolution—Mis. No. 2279, dated 6th May 1895,
Recorded.

2. The further report promised in the Collector’s letter is awaited.

3. The Board observes that this is the second occasion on which a defalcation
has been reported from this district within a very short space of time—uide Board’s
Proceedings, No. 1882, dated 17th April 1895. ~ The Collector’s reports upon both
defalcations should be expedited.

(A true Copy and Extract.)

(Signed) B0 O CARR,
fig.. il AR Secretary.,
Copy to the Secretary to Government, Revenue Department.

T - By
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Order—Mis. No. 2033, Revenue, dated 22nd May 1895.
Recorded.
(True Extract.)

(Signed) G. S. FORBES,
: Ag. Secretary.
To the Accountant-General. 7

et s

Reap—again G.O., Mis. No. 2758, Revenue, dated 11th July 1895.

Aspstracr.—Passing orders on papers relating to the defalcations i
Trichinopoly on the 3rd April 1895. & SHone: 10t Hosel eamiry b

————— ————

Reap—again the following G.0., Mis. No. 2939, Revenue, dated 24th July 1895

Read—the following letter from F. C. HARRISON, E i )
Greneral to the Government of Madras, to "cl1eSggcr(()zlemc;?t;zg(}%icounmn:-
Revenue Department, dated Fort St. George, 11th July 1895 N?11810§l7’
) . . .

With reference to my letter to Government, No. 1595
1895, I have the honour to make the following rem’arks 0110(9 1)), tl?: tieg, tlltet?lst ano
occul.'red at the .Huzur treasury, ‘I'richinopoly, on the 3rd April dl({:sa9l'0n ‘Whmh
deﬁmenc?r found in a remittance made to the same treasury b t{) : 5, (2) the
Perambaldr on the 22nd April 1895. y by the sub-tre

2. A report on the former case was submitted t o ,
Revenue (Land Revenue) in its Proceedings, Mis. Noo(.} gbﬁg?gfﬂfdll’quﬂm}‘fm"d of
17th June 1895 ; the final report on the latter case has only just (on { (,).'_]')(3’ dated
been forwarded to the Board by the Collector. In this bt o 1e Tth instant)
I propose dealing with both cases, as the incidents oceurred i tl]u’“t“m’ however,
though the treasurer was not the same, the one concerned in th
been suspended on the 5th April 1895, - :

3. As regards the defalcation of the 3vd Apri

tor’s first report left points to be cleared, which 111);(1:le,sslit?11t(:3}(’l (1)1}) servo that tho Collec-
a second report, copy of which I enclose for the informlati f G

(letter No. 1140 E, Revenue, dated 7th July 1895, with ety Government
of the 2n’d April {apparently verified by Mr. Rawson some tinhm ¢). The balance
treasurer's hands amounted to Rs. 1,078-1-0. Ifit he g f}e. on the 3rd) in the
of the treasurer had been for some time under Rs. 2,000 ay d‘ibt that the balance
the double lock balance or to the unshroffed coin ’tl'en t]l (;c e Wb
have been a “ chronic” one. It would therefore follow th lt? tl il
of his subordinates) embezzled the money on a day of in ¥ treas
evening of the same day informed against himself -~ Spechin.ant
it appears from the Collector’s second report that
Treasury Deputy Collector had for some time past properly verifi

balance or observed with strictness the rules of the Acco‘zl 11‘;08 ((led the treasurer’s
custody_of mone‘y. 1 tberefore ineline, like the Collector, t ti) e rel.utmg to the
defalcation was ‘clrlfomc” or, at any rate, not committed ,on(ich lg belmf that the
The conduet of the Treasury Deputy Collector in not acquainti o day of 1115¥(:ctum.
or Mr. Andrew with the deficiency the same day wasqmo:;n mg either Mr, Rawson

. t indefensibl
4. There can be no question that the remitt i
: ‘ . ance i i
by a }’Vholff?ale d1sr9gard of the ordinary rules emplxa(:?zf§JICE;t113n Wb o
Rawlin’s Circular No. XVI, dated 20th June 1891, which wl i ek
covery of a defaleation 1n a remittance in this district in the z:gs R
Deputy Collector. ime of this Treasury

5. As the journey from Perambaliir to Trichi
: no
tance should have been secured in boxes nailed dowll){)]

asury at

L € same treasury,
in the first case having

y obtaining from him

y could not
urer (or one
Bl ‘the.n on the
e b accept this view, and
1 does not believe that the

y took 48 hours, 1
s the renmt-
and fastened by iron hoops

.
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riveted at the junctions. This was not done but ‘ghe bags were placed in boxes
locked by a country bazaar lock and sealed by a faint seal. Contrary also to rule,
the boxes were 1ot weighed before despatch.

6. The Treasury Deputy Collector also did not weigh the boxes on receipt,
although the circular above referred to expressly required this to be done. As the
defalcation was made entirely in one box and must have amounted to about one-
third of the correct contents, it is obvious that the most casual weighing would

have brought to light the deficiency. :
7. Considering that the boxes were not nailed down, but were locked with

country locks, and that the seals were faint, it was, I think, clearly the duty of the

Treasury Deputy Collector to have 001'111ted the bags in the boxes as there was
every possibility of the remittance having been tampered with on the way. By

not making any examination, he relieved the escort of all responsibility.

8. In any case, it seems to me that the two defalcations taken together show
q oreat laxity in treasury management for which the Treasury Deputy Collector

is primarily responsible.

e

ENCLOSURES.

E. A. ELWIN, Bsq., Acting Collector of Trichinopoly, to the Accountant-General,
TRk Madras, dated I'richinopoly, 7th July 1895, R.C. No. 1140 (e) Rev.

With reference to your letter, No. 1597, dated 21st June 1895, T have the honour to forward

herewith the Treasury Deputy Collector’s office-note No. B., dated 6th July 1895, replying to

the points raigsed by you. ,
9. The first point is, I think, sufficiently elucidated by the Treasury Deputy Collector.
3. As to the second point, the Treasury Deputy Collector appears to scout the idea of a
« ghronic deficiency,” but my own impression is that he has been for a long time past placing
undue confidence in his subordinates and neglecting various rules of the Civil Account Code and
it is in my opinion highly probable that he frequently neglected to make anything more than a

very superficial examination of the treasurer’s balance.
4. The third point deals with the handling by the treasurer of the unshroffed coin ; and, as to
this too, I have grave doubts whether the rules have been complied with by the Treasury Deputy

Collector.

5. Last point: The records of this office show that the matter of the treasurer’s indebted-
ness was duly reported to the Board of Revenue; that @1}9_ man was granted long leave so as to
enable him to make arrangements to discharge his liabilities ; and that he was not allowed to
return to duty until he had produced some evidence, which was accepted as satisfactory, that he

had retrieved his position.

e

.note from M.R.Ry. A. KRISHNASWAMI AIYAR, Avargal, Treasury Deput
Oﬁicczlgﬁe(étor, Trichinop%ly, to the Collector of l’rwhmopoly, :iated 6th July 1895, No.pB,y

[ R(»,f'e,-encc.——Colleotor’s footnote, R.C. No. 1140/95 (d), dated 29th June 1895, to Accountant-
General’s letter, No. 1597, dated 21st June 1895, directing the Treasury Deputy Collector to

report on certain points raised by the Accountant-Greneral. |

I beg to reply as follows :—
9. Answer to 2nd paragraph of the Accountqnt-(}'éneml’s letter.—~The balance in which the
deficiency was discovered was not the one egamand by Mr. Rawson. The deficiency was dis-
covered in the closing balance of the 3rd April, while the balance examined by Mr. Rawson was

the closing one of the previous day.

3. The actual transfer of charge to Mr. Rawson by Mr. Andrew was in the afternoon of the

3rd, but the former began to count the treasury in the forenoon of the 3rd with the closing balance
of the 2nd, because the quantity of cash and stamps to be examined was very large and likely to
occupy from four to five hours. His examination terminated that day at 3 or 8-30 p.m. The trans-

on, nor had they commenced when Mr. Rawson arrived at the

‘ons of the 8rd were not going .
:f::;ﬁ:y for examination. Adfter the transactions of the 8rd were over, and when I was waiting
for the balance sheet (form No. 38) of that day, the treasurer came and told me that the cash

present showed a deficiency. The transactions with the double lock had then been over and the

strong room seale

d. There was no unshroffed coin on the evening of the 8rd, nor did any
unshroffed coin remain in the possession of t

he treasurer when his balance was examined by

»
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Mr. Rawson. The unshroffed coin (Rs. 20,000) which formed part of the closing balance of the
2nd, and which had been placed in the single lock room for want of space in the double lock
room had been brought to the double lock strong room on the 8rd before Mr. Rawson arrived at
the treasury.

4. Answer to 3rd paragraph of the Accountant-General’s letter.—~I do not quite see how
there could have been a * chronic deficiency ”’ of over Rs. 2,000 as before the date of the defalca-
tion the treasurer’s balance used to be verified by me roughly every evening and in detail every
last day of the week, and it was generally less than Rs. 2,000 and had been so for several days
previous to the 3rd,

5. Answer to 4th paragraph of the Accountant-General’s letter.~-Unshroffed coin is always
treated as part of the balance under double lock, and entered as such in form No. 38 and kept’
in the double lock ; but whenever no space was available for it there it used to be lodged in the
single lock both my own and the treasurer’s seals being affixed to its padlock. This course was also
followed on the evening of the 2nd April when a sum of Rs. 20,000 was placed in the single lock

room. The police guard seal book will show that
* Two of the double lock room on two different padlocks, they took charge of four * seals on the evening
. and two of the single lock room on one padlock, (g thatlday. %n my letters to the Accountant-
3 eneral quoted in the margin,t I have already
! L;‘t:grriaf;slszsi? WL Y DRI brought to his notice the %verorowded state of
; the double lock strong room and sought his
{'ermission to have it extended. In one of those letters, viz., No. 222, dated 29th January 1894,
also brought to his notice that packed remittance boxes had once to be put into the single lock
room for want of space in the double lock room, and that both my own and the treasurer’s seals
were on that occasion affixed to the padlock of that room in consequence of the contents of that
room exceeding Rs. 5,000. Unshroffed coin is never treated as part of the treasurer’s balance
and it is given out for examination in my presence. The double lock strong room has now been
extended and there will be no more occasion to keep unshroffed, &e., coins in the single lock.

6. The treasurer’s indebtedness was a fact known to me since 1890 or 1891 when the
matter was reported by the Collector to the Board, and he was compelled to remain on leave till
he proved that he fairly retrieved his position. He returned to duty after proving that he
fairly retrieved his position. The correspondence connected with the subject are in the General
branch of the Collector’s office.

B
Order—Mis. No. 2939, Revenue, dated 24th July 1895.

Recorded pending the receipt of the Board’s report on the deficiency in the
remittance from the sub-treasury at Perambalir. !

(True Extract.)
(Signed)  E. GIBSON,

Secretary to Government,

To the Accountant-General.
»  Board of Revenue (Land Revenue).

Reap—again the following G.O., Mis. No. 3284, Revenue, dated 15th August
1895 :—

Read—the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue (Land Revenue)
No. 252/Confdl. No. 75, dated 22nd July 1895.

Read—-again Proceedings of the Board of Revenue (Land Revenue) Mis. No. 2279
. dated 6th May 1895. 4

Read—also the following letter from E.  A. ELWIN, Esq., Acting (ol
Trichinopoly, to the Secretary to the Commi,ssion%;s of L%ndoll{?:g;ugf
dated 7th July 1895, Ref. on C. No. 1429/Rev. :— ¢

In continuation of this office letter, Ref. on C. No. 1429/Rev.. d
I have the honour to su})mit the further, report therein promiséd abt;uta:l?g g:{(iicibelr?g ’
of Rs. 2,000 that was discovered on 29th April in a remittance received at the hu
treasury from the Perambalir taluk. zur
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2. On 22nd April, during the Tahsildar’s absence from the taluk head-quarters
in camp, a remittance, supposed to consist of Rs. 56,000 in cash and Rs. 6,000 in
currency notes, or Rs. 62,000 in all, was despatched by the head accountant
Sundararaja Rau and the shroff Govindu from the sub-treasury to the huzur.
The cash and notes were packed in nine small but strong remittance boxes, the lid
of each of which was secured by a padlock and a piece of tape connecting it with
the body of the box. The tape was sealed at either end, and a bit of cloth was
wrapped round the padlock and fastened with a seal. - There were thus three seals on
each box. The three carts that were employed to carry the boxes left Perambaldr
shortly after noon and reached the huzur treasury, somie 35 miles off, about 48
hours afterwards. They did not travel between sunset and sunrise and were
drawn up for the first night in front of the Padalur police station, which is quite
close to the road, and for the second night outside the Trichinopoly taluk police
station, where some carts bringing a remittance from the Musiri taluk were also
halting. The boxes had been entrusted to a police escort comprised of head con-
stable .Abd-ul Majid Sahib and six other constables. The head constable had
given the taluk officials a receipt to the effect that he had taken charge of nine
boxes, each of which bore three seals in good order and into which Rs. 62,000 in
all had been put. A taluk peon, named Gopalasami, had been deputed, in accord-
ance with the customn prevailing in the district, to take the keys of the padlocks of
the treasure boxes to the huzur and to be present there when the detailed exami-
nation of the remittance was proceeded with. This man did not start with the
carts and accompany them throughout the journey, as is usually done, but left
Perambaliir by transit on the morning of 23rd April and overtook them a short
distance outside Trichinopoly. On the following day the constables and the peon
yresented themselves at the huzur treasury. The Treasury Deputy Collector
neglected to have the boxes Weighe@ or the bags counted in accordance with the
provisions of article 651 of the Civil Account Code, and contented himself with
instructing the Treasurer to examine the outer condition of the boxes. The seals
being found to be intact, the boxes were placed inside the double lock strong room
and a receipt stating that nine boxes said to contain Rs. 62,000 had been delivered
in good order was granted to the head constable in charge of the escort guard. The
police then left the place, but the peon stayed at Trichinopoly to await the open-
ing of the boxes. As some remittances from other taluks which had arrived about
the same time were examined first, this particular remittance was not taken up for
examination until 29th April, when the peon attended, handed over the sealed bag
containing the keys of the padlocks, and watched the examination of the contents
of the boxes. The Treasurer superintended the opening of the boxes in the double
lock strong room, the Treasury Deputy Collector being seated just outside the gate-
way, disposing of some routine business. The first two boxes that were o ened
contained the correct number of bags as shown in the invoice. The thir(Y box
however, contained but four instead of six bags of Rs. 1,000 each. The contents
of the remaining boxes were next examined and found correct.

3. The Treasury Deputy Collector came over to my office without an
undue delay and told me of the fact of the deficiency. He brought with him the
peon who admitted before me that in one of the nine boxes containing the taluk
remittance there was a deficiency of Rs. 2,000, though the box was apparently in
good order before being_opened. I went over to the treasury and made some
enquiries which resulted in my coming to the conclusion that the boxes had been
duly deposited in the double lock strong room on their receipt and that it was
most improbable that the deficiency of Rs. 2,000 discovered in one of them was
due to a defalcation in the huzur treasury. I looked at the box in question
its padlock and seals. There was nothing about it to show that it had beer;
tampered with, though, on the other hand, I found that the padlock was a common
bazaar article worth but a few annas, such as it is not difficult to fit with a key.
that the seals bore but a very faint impression, and that the label on the lid indi-
cating the value of the contents, unlike those on the other boxes, had been gummed
over a piece of straw, the ends of which protruded beyond the paper.

4. I was at first inclined to think that the deficiency might be due to the
accidental detention of two bags at the sub-treasury and sent an urgent message to
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the Tahsildar to report on the point. Information of the deficiency was at the same
time given to the General Duty Deputy Collector, Ariyalur, in whose charge the
Perambaltr taluk is, and to the police. Mr. West, the Superintendent of Police
happened to be camping in the neighbourhood and he promptly visited the taluk
office and sealed the door of the treasury pending the return of the Tahsildar from
camp and the arrival of the Deputy Collector. On the morning of 1st May the
treasury was opened in the presence of the above three officers, when the balance
proved on examination to be correct according to the accounts. The Tahsildar
thereupon reported to me that there was no surplus, and the deficient Rs. 2,000
were accordingly held to’be a defalcation and ordered to be treated, under ar;;icle
664 of the Civil Account Code, as an ‘‘ advance recoverable.”

5. The next step taken was to ask the Superintendent of Police and the
Deputy Collector to hold a full inquiry into the matter. Mr. West worked at the
case himself for some days, but, failing to get any clue, he placed an Inspector on
special duty for the purpose of collecting information. The Deputy Collector and
Tahsildar, both of whom were formerly in the Police department, as well as the
police, have been doing their utmost for several weeks past to find out how{r fhe
defalcation was perpetrated, but I regret to say that all efforts to procure direct
evidence have proved fruitless.

6. The money was undoubtedly taken either—
(1) at the huzur treasury, or
(2) from the cart while the remittance was being taken from Perambaliir
to the huzir, or
(8) at the Perambaliir taluk office, either when the remittance was bein
prepared for despatch, or some time previously, g

7. No suspicion appears to rest on the huzur treasury. y Inauie
made show that the rggittanco boxes were deposited in tl?; d(i]lh;hlbo 11? qltlfrms
room as soon as they were delivered, and it would be next to impossib](: fs lmllg
fastenings of a box so deposited to be tampered with for Rs. 2,000 in ¢ L.] o tﬁo
removed not only from the box, but also from the room, and for the ou:ebr] tf;)pec(é

of the box to be restored to its former condition in broad daylight.

8. As regards the other two ways in which the money n
4 . a s oy ma
there is a difference of opinion between the Deputy C‘}’rne(lt%)rrhgl‘ia bflen ';z:.klgn,
Inspector. The former considers it probable that some members of tlle 16
escort guard were the offenders, while the latter suspects the taluk ;'h;)oﬁ' A BeH

9. The head constable, who was the escort officer
admission to the effect that, in taking charge of the vemit
counted each bag and that there were then lying in the
in the invoice, an& not 54 only as found on the o
huzur treasury. is statement is corrobora
shroff and he Zdhered to it when I recently ext;an(];inlc)a%l’ ltllilxz zlg,lte%)q ac‘i;) untant and
no reason why the story should not be accepted, for the !'Oceduimlm alir. T see
have adopted in taking charge is that contemplated in the (:yi] 3\ 16 professes to
cases such as the one in question, where the remittance hoxes ;u' g Lete I
of by weight, and is followed, I have ascertained, in more the not taken charge
treasury in this district. The Police Inspector sets up against tlan hono other sub-
version the statements of two other constables and sorxlebcait-ln i at constable’s
vicinity of the taluk office at the time. These men appear t e}n Wwho were in the
head constable went into the treasury room only a few min to lii)ve said that the
were brought out fastened and sealed, and from this it is gr u 0?1 ]efore the boxes
not possibly have been time for him to have looked at each gaue fl)a,t there could
made ready to be placed on the carts. The witnesses had )r%'g"bl seen the hoxes
of the length of time the head constable was actug Ith ably 1o clear idea
suddenlg came upon one of the constables the other day and a:kr(:flilz for, when I
the head constable was there, he replied that he could nof te]] ¢d him how long
As to the possibility of tampering with a box and then beib even approximately.
like its former cond_Jtlon, 1t 18 usually found that there it ormg 1t to something
little of the impression of the seal remaining on the seals in the hot weather very

are delivered after a long journey by road, and I think tmcﬁ cl'(())illlllittauce boxes
or nny pl()ce

has made a damaging
tance, he looked at and
boxes 56 bags as shown
pening of the boxes at the
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of metal having a few lines on it would make an impression that might, under the.
circumstances, easily pass for that of the half worn-out seal that is often used for
the purpose of sealing boxes, &e., in a taluk office.

10. The Police Inspector has raked up several things against the shroff, but
because there is some reason to suspect that he is not altogether moral and has

. now and then taken a few rupees out of a village remittance and caused the village

munsif to make them good, and because he lends money and has trade in salt and
remitted Rs. 200 on account of it to his brother at Trichinopoly by the taluk peon
who had charge of the keys of the padlocks, 1t does not follow by any means that
he is the person who made away with the Rs. 2,000, especially as he is, for his

osition, a well-to-do man. The Deputy Collectox:, who has been several years in
the division, gives him a good character and considers that he has been unjustl
suspected. The head accountant, without whose complicity it would be difficult for
the embezzlement to have been effected, is well spoken of as an honest and careful
subordinate, and against his character the police have nothing to say.

11. The Superintendent of Police, while sharing his Inspector’s bad opinion
of the shroff, merely recommends his transfer to another station as he has dealings
of different kinds in Perambaldr, and it is not, in fact, contended that there is any
real case against him. Mr. West, whom I have consulted about the affair on
several occasions, thinks that as the carts conveying the remittance were properly

uarded during the two nights that .m_terven_ed between their setting out from
Perambalir and arrival at the huzur, 1t 18 unlikely that his men had any hand in
removing the money and that even had t.h.ey taken 1t, the matter would have soon
come to light owing to the factions prevailing amongst the constables of the Peram-
balir station. He complains that the Deputy Collector and ’Qho Mahildie ks
prejudiced view of the case at the beginning and that they did not render proper
assistance towards the detection of the defalcation. It seems to me, however, that,
considering the admission of the lge.ad .constable.alluded to in paragraph 8, the
Revenue Department was fully justified in suspecting the police guard ; the burden
of proving that the admission was false lay heavily on the police and that burden
has not been satisfactorily discharged. Even granting that the remittance was
carefully guarded at night, though there is nothing beyond the word of the police
to show that such was the case, the bags might have been removed in the daytime
when cart drivers and persons travelling by cart are not infrequently in the habit
of sleeping in the hot weather. As to the fact that there are factions amongst the
constables, I presume that a judicious distribution of the money would prevent the

men of one party giving information against those of the other.

192. In the absence of direct evidence it cannot, of course, be said, with any
degree of certainty, who abstracted the Rs. 2,000. The personal enquiries made
by me at Porambaltir towards the end of last month resulted in nothing, and there
is now but little hope that the matter will ever be cleared up. I am unable
to accept the conelusions of the police, and, concurring with the Deputy Collector,
consider it probable that some members or other of the police escort are the culprits.
The presence of the piece of straw that I found under the label of the box in which
the deficiency was discovered is peculiar, but whether the straw stuck to the lid
accidentally or was placed there purposely as a signal agreed upon between the
constables and the mashalchi, or some one else, in the tgzh}k .ofﬁce t0 show Ahat chat
particular box was less securely_fastened‘ than the rest, it is 1mpossible to say.

13. The next thing to be diseussed is from whom the deficient amount should
be recovered. The Treasury 'Deputy Collector M.R._Ry. N I.{riShnaswami e
Avergal, though he took no pains to tollow the rule laid down in the Civil Account
Code in regard to the receipt of remittances and merely got the outer condition
of the boxes examined, as observed at the e_nd of gal‘agraph 3 BE thin Jatter: was
rash enough to grant the escort officer a receipt and allow the escort to return to
Perambaltir just as if ‘ghe whole amount entered in the invoice had been delivered.
1 have called upon hqn to explain h1s’neglect of or.dmary precautions and beg
to enclose his explanation for the Board’s orders. This officer has been in charge
of the Trichinopoly treasury for a number of years, and I do not think that he can
be allowed to plead in self defence the prevalence of irregular practices that he
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himself has fostered. I submit that he should be held primarily responsible for : chests in which trqa:?‘nif 18981(;:;?1;383lggzllzsi};ﬁds;gﬁ) :t?oli}olZIEZt; 2gc_hll)::)§(ffrf S?a‘irﬁlel-
making good the ]os'.s The huzur treasurer, Vaid 'anadhg Al rarymi }pt well have ‘ it g o dlStfrm : tlav sand ru %l;s each. These boxes should neither beg locked
insisteg %n the obst;r\.rance of the Prescribed, Proce)dure but I )ml;st p%ilnt ‘(;ut ’rha‘é ’ four or six bags of one thous L ;

3

t should be ¢ fastened with nails and secured by two pieces of hoop
he had on 24th April, the date of the arrival of the remittance, held the post but nor sealed, but s iron, each of which should pass com-

three weeks and was no doabt guided entirely by the directions of his superior. I : Articlo 644, Civil Account Code, Vol. I. pletely round the box at right angles to
am doubtful whether, having regard to all the circumstances of the case, 1t would be - the other, the four ends meeting in the centre and being there riveted through with
fair to call upon the taluk head accountant and shroff to bear any part of the loss. a copper rivet” so as to make the opening of them a matter not of utter impossi-
bility, but of time and difficulty, requiring blacksmith’s tools. As a further
A recaution each box has to be weighed at the despatching office and the weights
Fixcrosure No. 1.—Deputy Collector’s explanation. 3 Iﬁave to be recorded by the remitting officer and acknowledged by the police escort
as well as by the receiving officer. The last named officer is further required b

e
24
—— u-‘:i-‘ -

By

= —

R
i 2

3 ' a circular * of the Accountant-General,
1 ) Resolution—dated 22nd July 1895, No. 252/Confidential No. 75. * No. XV1, dated 80th June 1891, though not by the Code, to note the
,{ : In its Proceedings dated 17th June 1895, Mis. No. 8007 (Confidential), the number of bags pcpined. i, oe KA erpek doipiital dheatiled exaipsiion

of the remittance for a day later than the date of receipt. When large tumbrils

hests are used, the procedure is different; in their case the escort officer is
ORIAHE. required to count the bags as they are
_ —placed in and the receiving treasury
officer is required to do the same invariably before acknowledging receipt.

Board passed orders on an attempt by the huzur treasurer, Trichinopoly, to tem-
porarily make away with Government money and submitted a report to Govern-
ment regarding the conduct of the Treasury Deputy Collector, M.R.Ry. A. Krish-
naswami Aiyar, in not bringing the loss immediately to the notice of the Collector.

m . 125 il . .
2. The present is a more serious case of defalcation connected with the same

Articles 650 and 651 of the Civil Account Code.

————
e E— ——

3. The disappearance of the money was reported as soon as it was discovered, Lot seem to have in any way contributed to the loss in the present

" although these do 1

I f‘ | district. Out of a remittance of Rs. 62,000 composed of Rs, 56,000 in cash and | 6. If the treasure had been properly packed, theft would have been impossible
AL Rs. 6,000 in currency notes despatched from the taluk trea Pe i i : t such complicity on the part of the Pohco guard as wou!d justify their being
\ ; 31 . easury, Perambaliir, to withou S lly ; this d h
., B : the huzur on the 22nd April last, two hags containing a thousand rupees each wero held responsible jointly and severally ; this cannot be done in the present case.
R . found to have been abstracted when the treasure was examined at Trichinopoly on The Collector should report the huzur and ta}Uk officers lrespol?s;ble for this breach
i f . the 29th idem. The consignment hfzd reached Trichinopoly on the 24th, but the of rule in view to thte vglé)i? 0;‘ a portion of the amount lost being recovered from
! | examination was not made until the 29th because other taluk remittances also were them in proportion t0 pay: ; E ! X il
‘ \ ; waiting at the huzur treasury. 7 The Collector’s letter brings to notice various other irregularities, and
} £ % i.c., on the 29th April, to the Acting Collector Mr. Elwin who examined the hos P g 0. steps must be taken to prevent their recurrence. For instance, it does not
: concerned and found no sign of its having been tampered with. > 21822:: (’ac’osbelthe practice m the (faluk offices of the Tnclunop(l)l]y district to weigh
3 4. The money could have disappeared only in one of three ways, 7.e. (1) at the each remittance box, as reql‘l(;rs()t 1;{1 ;Ghl?o(liulgss’ ]l: ﬁi?;eti(fgztiqu:i ltv:,(i)t}tl hehl:&f;rﬁ
: taluk treasury by the omission to put into therbo.xes.c the full amount advised by It is true taluk, trt?a:sgrltesa ::loted % ]_}i(l))ard’; 't il (iated\27t L Januqll)' Sl
& the taluk officials, or (2) during the journey to I'richinopoly whither the treasure weighing machines; 905 et o :

was conveyed in three country carts by a head constable and six constables while No. 40, the weight of boxes can always ll)e al;prOXimaFely z;tatledl; The Treasury
the taluk peon who should have accompanied them took a transit cart. or (3) at the Deputy Collector, T’I'ld)llnopoly, thinks that the aittenfuon‘o e officers was not
huzur treasury where the remittance was kept for five days uwaiting’ exa hat Board’s Proceedings at the time when it was received in the Collec-

S —

#
}

mination. drawn to t

The last hypothesis is exceedingly improbable and the first is equally so as th tor's office, but the rules in the Account Co de as to weighing remittance boxes are
head constable in charge of the escort party admitted to the Co]lec(%or that he hag explicit, and if a Tahsildar did not ]krcll(’?’ hO.WW tf) weigh b9§es without a railwa
seen the bags counted and put into the remittance chests. The money must have . machine, it was his duty to bave as ;ff o ;nblt} uctions.  The explanation of the
been stolen in transit; this is the conclusion arrived at by the Collector with whom I s Rhould be Sbieuion on, Ts point ko,
the Board concurs. 8. The Treasury Deputy Collector is also reported to have omitted to weigh
5. The follovying circumstances, each of which requires full explanation the boxes on receipt as requirpd by article 651 of the Civil Account Code, Vol. T,
appear to have facilitated the theft:— s and to count the bags as required by the Accountant-General’s Circular, No. XVI,
(@) The absence of the taluk peon, who, in accordance with the rules of th dated 20th June 1891, when HeRotonl i thene, wonld by delg i, S
. Civil Account Code* e he treasure. The provisions of the Code and the Accountant-General’s circular
* Vol. I, Article 652, and the Accountant-Gen- 1w Lode™ as well as the i sotl ted up to in future. '
eral’s Ciroular IT, dated 28th January 1892, Accountanto(xeneral’s standing instrue- E must be strictly ac P i { i é
carts instead of performing his journe bthtrls. s!ltoul(i‘ﬂave fo}](}wed the treasure 3 : 9. A copy of these Proceedings will be submitted for the information of
: i ) § mey ransit. e peon, | ghafold, :
choice of route if, as appezrs to have b)e ¢ S dasoaver,had no Goyetumot.

en the case, he was detaine AR
office on duty after the escort had left with the treas’ure. eined "5 e taluk

(6) The exceedingly careless manner in which
taluk office. The nine boxes in which it was conv
better than common bazaar padlocks and three
the taluk office. It is not surprising that the
faint as reported by the Collector when the

(True Copies and Extract.)

eyed were secured by nothine Secrétary '
seals on each, loosely Impressed e
impressions on the seals were yer To the Collector of Trichinopoly.
destination was reached, But th}(; . Copy to the Secretary to Government, I’uevenge D(?pg.rtment,
y = Collector has not noticed : ¥ with 1 enclosure in original to be returned.

Article 644, Civil Account Code, and the Aec- ] . ouced that the rules G 1

countant-General’s Ciroular XVI, dated goth O the subject prohibit the use of both » » Accountant-General .
June 1891. padlocks and seals, ILocks are required

° to be placed only on’ large tumbrils or

ARSI il U™ '-d"—l_.__...-“—.__.‘._ah_ B L dnall b dme i ’ .....—i."-‘ g = & - /
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Order—Mis. No. 3284, Revenue, dated 15th August 1895

Recorded pending the receipt of furt] : .
reports called for in p§1*agraphs Gpand 7 :)lfr tlllzr Ig)rr:cc(fee&lilxﬁrgss rgglihalj's‘fercnce s
) yC.

(True Extract.)

(Signed)  E. GIBSON,

To the Board of Revenue (Land Revenue.) ceretary to Government.

——

Reap—also the following Proceedin
; ; gs of the B r 2
Mis. No. 4669/Confdl. No, 103, dated f?:ﬁ é)efplsgxizgelgg?}d FAds
Read—letters from the Collector of Trichi |

on C. Nos, 1429 /R"‘)POIY y dated Tth September 1895, Ref.

ev. and 1140/Rey.

Resolution-—Mis. No. 4669/Confdl, No. 103, dated 17

on-— th September 1895

£ l‘gg} R]:: {11}-:; é(efltert r‘eafd ‘apm{e, dated 7t} September 1895

Board’s Proceedings i\T(?"Q(llf)() dtll'lchlflobol submits the ex )lﬁ t'g'), oyl

of Rs. 2,000 out of%;emi.tta:;\w c;tfid oo 1896, I‘ega;({in ?fltli()]]!;'ca]]cd rancs

o Be- 5000 omigf mronee ot Rs. 62,000 despatched fy. ho Po (1331)[)9“"““’0
iy T AT o iyt 15 P00 om the Perambalir taluk

(1) that the taluk head ac
detaining the taluk peon who sllolﬁ(()lllll:tant an

(2) that the insecure method
adopted has been usual not only il? T
which have been consulted ;

(3) that the taluk head accountant and

responsible for having used worthless 1)adlocks injthr‘(’lH were however speciall
a

apparently there was a supply in the t " cutcherry()fl of superior ones of which
b

(4) that the Treasury Deputy
. v e puty Collector MR} 5
0. of 1891 regarding the cecountant-General’s Cireular

_ he packing of remittanen
Accoulillt nge{ but nOf for failure to communicateu r;cu:l,‘ aind Articlo 644 of the
ings, No. 40, dated 27th January 18 0 Tahsildars Board’s Proceed-

b 92 reo d
boxes. At the same time the Oo]] ’ ording the weighm i
\ p e : ‘
dogurtga‘in m6at othes distiriots af ti(;t(il; pomts out that 8 1t of remittance

: ! € same 1881 1
residency. if ; omissions have
(5) that the loss of Governme Jo mok inall ; gnd

Trensury Deputy Collector, the taluk hoad neY should bo diy;
ollector does not state in what Proportion it shoylq i throff, buf ‘the
2. In the second paper read aboye I BB @ recovered from each.

]]1318 re(al?dllrgess ’cc:1 retire, as directed ; ' G
oard’s Proceedings, No. 3586

is called upon to erund any p&i?ﬁﬁdo% Sttlh Toly 1895

to remain sufficiently long in the servicele

by the Treasury Deputy Collector :
that reported on in Board’s Py

17th June 1895, that he has b

lead to serious loss of public

recommend his continuance in the gepyie
naswami Aiyar’s alternative request to bee']l

that his responsibility for the recent defale 9‘t'()

be enforced by a reduction of hig pensionatgo

d shroff
were
ave accompanied the
of packing the ¢
richinopoly digtyi

jointly responsible for
remittance g

l'teasuro. chests improperly
ct, but in six other districts

Aiyar intimates
) oy rel‘ communicated with
D e equests in cas
Peramballiy Ve ?mstq that in case ho
el A4, repards th(; 16 may be permitted
1t is clearly proved, hotl, oxplanation furnished

oceedings, Mis. N from this ¢

ot Sbdloine No. 007/Confdl. No, 56, dated

mone i
Y, and the Bogr( jq th{)refore not prepared to

's that M.R.Ry. A Krish-

i at hoare 1001 bo dcted on and

richinopoly treasury should

the ¢
xtent of, Say, Rs. 5 per mensem.
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ials (the head accoun.tant.and the shroff) who
e tahtl)]:eog (i;lam(e than other officials in the same situation
e nilsed yery inferior locks for the remittance boxes, the
§ discipline will be satisfied by their being fined a

3. In the case of th
do not appear to have be:
elsewhere, except in having
Board thinks thfmt the ends ©
month’s pay each. i

4. In the concluding part %fl ln:v .
difficulties in connection W-l'ﬂi) 1 iequire i
escort oﬂ'ic_er should be 1ndvfﬁlggp g; tly dealt with this subject already in its Propend-
b o Bl(;;ltli August 1899 which the Collector has acknowledged in an
g, oY) dafed it ccountant-General has recently addressed

; ks - Totter; but as the A v R
:1& rhﬁr p(zlltg((,):(;]?fx:?tllx%t s;n,le matter, it proposes to deal more fully with it in
1e Boar g

separate Proceedingg:

letter Mr. Andrew brings to notice certain
hment of boxes and considers that the
d to be present at the weighing in of the

(True Copy and Extract.)
(Signed) L. M. WYNCH,
] Secretary.

tment
to Government, Revenue (}) gggllg)sures ,(eight in number) to be returned.

To the Secretary 1 letters an

with two origina

—

d 15th January 1896.

OrpE d Board of Revenue submits its
. »ad above the Boar :

In the last o{. the Proqeedu@% 1:;3 of Rs. Q,OOO‘fr.O;n' arenluttf:nce of Rs_. 6%00_(;

final report regarding ¢ Perambalir to the Trichinopoly treasury m Apri

sent from 1thc tqlt?f{tggaz‘g)}l’aiaﬁo“s of the taluk and huzur officials responsible for

last, together wi g

the defalcation. . doubt that the money was stolen in transit
9. The papers leave ll,lilei src%(;?; f;);d the theft was facilitated, and the detecthn
while in charge dOf tllmdﬁgiéx(;lt by a wholesale dlS{‘ggciil:d ?‘fl th?; ru}l{e}s{ {g{a&nt% et% gflﬁ
of the thief rendercc ) Y ttances prescribed in Chapter v, .
packing and dcsl)atc](i,‘f)ifefip;ﬁl,f ;ﬁpplemente b th? Accountafxt-g%nerf}ll’ls (11rcula1:s
‘Account Code as mocl 1891, and No. 11, dated 28th J anuary 1892. 1(;:1 reasure
No. 16, dated 0 Jlzlm?)aled " nstead of being fastened by nails and bound by iron
boxes were locked and seale d by worthless padlocks although locks of a superior
d they were secure y The boxes were not weighed at the

hoops, an ) . uk office. A
kin(li ,wcre available 111ﬂt110p:(?slence of the officer in charge of the escort nor were
1e

i ry in ired by the rules. At the receiving
despatching treasury eon as required Dy il 3
theg accompanied by ‘?. tz}(uvlfreli)ﬂhe d prior to the issue of the acquittance (i:pl'téﬁcalh,{ce
treasury the boxes weluln :meze d and the bags contained weighed mdividually
to the oscort, nor Were they 0] xamination of the remittance could not be

3 iled e . i
b o Wi fOmt]]d t](ﬁtyﬂg% gg(t:gilp . It appears from the papers that the rules
undertaken on the

] g ey observed 1 the district as regards remittances
! : ywe have
referred to above

from sub-treasuries.
3. The Government

31 A PSONS
at of the siX pe _ I
'tIl‘ reasurer and the Tahsildar shou

r—No. 12, Revenue, date

.1 the Collector and the Board in considering
agrqu‘X:ﬁL explanations have been taken the Huzur
from d be acquitted of blame, as also the taluk peon,

Py anything of the rules and was not instructed to accom-

who could not have £ T bk head accountant and the shroff are responsible
any the remittance. i and for having used worthless padlocks; but the
for Kaving detained the P the matter is the Treasury Deputy Collector M.R.Ry.
blame 1D it was to have enforced the instructions of

wor chiefly to DIaI® - dut
:fiblgishnagzvaml Alyﬂla;ﬁ“;fe nlllle}; of the Account Code, and whose lax super-

the Accoun'cant-(,?rreneral1 irrogularitis noticed above. The explanations submitted
vision was the causé of the nd his failure to reform the practice in the

isfactory, & R : .
b s officer axo unsatlsf:écmit{énces, and to bring it into conformity with the
district as regar
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instructions in, the Accountant-Geeneral’s Circular of 1891, which was issued with
reference to a defalcation which oceurred in the Deputy Collector’s own time in a
remittance from the Trichinopoly treasury is altogether inexcusable.

4. The Government therefore agrees with the Board in considering that
M.R.Ry. A. Krishnaswami Aiyar should not be allowed to continue in service any
longer; his application for a retiring pension is accepted and will be forwarded {o
the Accountant-General for report.

5. The other recommendations made by the Board for enforcing the respon-
sibility of the officers at fault, viz., that the taluk head accountant and the shroff
should each be fined a month’s pay, and that the pension of the Treasury Deput
Collector should be reduced by Rs. 5 are however, in the opinion of Governmeniy
altogether inadequate. His Excellency the Governor in Council has carefully
considered the matter and is of opinion that as the loss in ghe present case Wu};
wholly due to a disregard of the rules prescribed, it should be made good by the
officers responsible in the following proportions:—Rs. 1,500 by the Treasury.
Deputy Collector by monthly deductions of Rs. 75 from his pension (the amoun}tr;
of which will be determinedy in the Pension department) and Rs. 500 by the taluk
head accountant and the shroff in proportion to their pay in suitable monthl
instalments. : 4

6. Asalready remarked there seems to be little doubt that money was abstracted
from the remittance while in transit, but no information is afforded as to the probable
complicity of the police escort in the defalcation. The head constable in charge
of the escort is said to have lately cashed notes to a large amount, and the Gover{;]-
ment is of opinion that further inquiry in this direction is necessary. The Collector
will report further on this point.

7. It appears from Mr. Andrew’s letter that the disregard or misconception of
the rules which has led to the present defalcation is not confined to Trichinopoly ;
the Board is requested to draw the attention of all Collectors to the necessit };‘;'
satisfying themselves that the rules are properly understood and observed, Boa};d’s
Standing Order No. 235 should also be amended as suggested by Mr. Andrew
The separate Proceedings referred to in the concluding portion of paragraph 4 oé
the Board’s Proceedings last read above should be. submitted for the il;jformation
of Government. :

(True Extract.)

- (Signed) K. GIBSON,
Secretary to Government,

To the Board of Revenue (Land Revenue),

with ten enclosures.
Accountant-General (with application).
Judicial Department.
Pension Department.

”
”»
”

50 Copies.

Txd. S J. Pereira.




:—5&‘1&&@‘?'*

; ':‘f; }"pp



« N IR

Deverue Nepartmanits

PROCEEDTHGS OF THE MADRAS COVERILENT .

[ R

Read agadin the followings--—

5, recording Pro=

994, Loy 189

ceedings of the poard of FRevenud, rocoriing letter from the

Gollector of prichinopoly ;o'{;o:ting on the defalcation of
s 8,000 dlscovered in o remijtance from the Perenbalur Ta- _s
juk to the Hugur Trea:suly. ' e |
14, . 0, 2758 }is. dated 11th July 1885 pessing orders |

Te s

on papers prelating to the aefalcations in the Huzur Troas—
ary &t Trichinopely on the srd April 18095.
444, G. Q. 2030 liis, detod - s4th July 1895 vecoriing I)'GIJ.C

Board?s raporv

~ing receipt of the on the deficlensy in thne

n "‘r ' ! i » ¢ . ‘
e TS IREVEE, T 4 " e - ; ST B remittonce fron the sub=treasury at Perombadiil’, letter fro;:,,
W“ : v »Mro‘*iq B3 i il Bl c . it ‘. 5 ‘ i 2 : : ]
F 5 - W I ‘ (V. - the Accountant General offering renarks in connection with
ey bl rINTS g @ A e Py ' =04 Dl B RO, ‘ -
; ‘ g % s Ry S orelig et e e certain defelcations i the Trichinopoly Treasurys & '
e : : LR NS iv G. 0., 3284 datoed is, deted 15th August 1895, racor{'
i At ; . :
T e T W ’ 3 b
i x A O bk . ~ing pending further roport Proceodings of the Board of I W
i Sk 2 i g, Tarenes i ; ' ST
» % . 1t , 5 4 ) ' —8nue, Lend ReVenus, No. 253, dated 23 1and July 1895. '
{ & o THEA 1
A 2 - LR %, ‘ ;,.Jg, 4 &
. x g J'-' Rl T o B 3 KR
’ ok b il ol v 4 . ;&
P pead Proceedings of the Board of levenus, Ln.m‘ ;

Rovenue, MO 4669 ilis, dated 17th Septenber 1895, aubvi't.ti j
réport from the Collector of Tr:lchin- |

is. 2000 fron & remib-

w0 Government, further

the disappeasrancs of’

~poly regacrdind
the Husur fron the Peresmbalur

63,000 made o
2 application of Troa

-1lulz Treasuly pg 2180 &
for o retiring pensioll, and recommendify

8 I6 .monsibiliw in the case should ,?

tenceol Ese

sury Dy. Collectd
gristnaswanl Alyax
+hat -Deputy oolluctor’

by @ reduc

‘be enforged

and Shroff should sach be fined a moy

tion in his pension and that the
juk Head Accountant f
|
f
B

oy «

Tn the last of the Proceadings read above,

:Bo:.:.rd. of I’mrenue subrits £inal report roparding the digh

3 000 from a remittance of B 62,000 o\ﬂéf
i l

Wil % - 3
B INALr e s i wiLEFE .7“.. it
r—:‘\—;'*"»:""’" - L\ — ‘:-‘ y - ’

T — _1‘.; './_

" W,

n S SR



S

\*'\,Ma& bl
N
B ;P : b

ifrom the Talul Treaswry ot Peranmbolur to the Trichinopu

sildarshould be acquitted of blame as also the Talw: peon »-?.'T

@‘reasury in April last, together with the explanations

't,}w Taluk and Huzur officiels responsible for the deral:

tion.
B4 The papers leave 1little room for doubt that the 121
noney was stolsn in transit whils in cherse of the Police oF,

ascort; and the thelt was Taciliteted and the detestion o
the thief rendered qifficult by a wholesale disregard of .i“
he rules relating to the packing and despatceh of specie
rex it‘m.m:es praescribed in Ghepter '{m of' the Civil Accott" '
Code as modified and supplemented by the Account: ant=Gen
Circulars No. 16 dated 20th June 1801 r:nri lo. TI datsd 3’8
camuary 1862, The trensurs boxes were locked and sealed in
stead of being Tastenaed by nails and bound by ironhoops » 81
they were secured by worthlessy vadlocks s although logks o
e superiocr kind were available in the Taluk: ofz‘ice. @
~28 were not weighed at the despatchingtreasury in the pres

~ance of the of'ficer in chaxrge of the ascort, nor wers ‘t..‘mgh:cﬂ?z

"o

weconpanied by a talw: peon as required Ly the rules, AG e
recsiving treasury the boxes were not weighed pricr to the 5%
ssue of the acquittance certificate to the escort, nor wer ':}
they opensd and the bags contained weighea Individually - .
when it was found thet the detailed oxaminstion of tie renibd
~tonce could not be umlm'w ton on the day of receipt. Tt ap |
=peaxrs Tromn the pa‘par::% that the rules ref‘erred t0 above ==
have not been observed in the district as regards Tornitiome
ces Trom sub=treasurles,
3. The Govermment agrees with thse Collector and t}';e -
Board in considering that of the six persons fron whon exe

planations heve been teken, the Huzur Treosurer and the Tah' .'r

TR AP A st amnies TR Aty et ol e e Y R e e



-

FER o A T i ¢ 10 S o+ & v of &= Bk e i e
aa e cousg 0L Wi _3,_\:,:3(1.\:,]_._,,;:,-&,__‘.‘&;”; nolicss

1ax 'uDdrV‘SlOI. s

2, BOVO « qThe expland tions subel itted by this Oifficer are une ‘

i \
his faillure O raform the practice in the

aistrict o5 regards spPgs 16 ranitlaicos, ond to bring it i
gonfornity with the instructions in the Accountant General s

Girculor of 1891 which was issued with relersnce Lo & Adefnl ) '

!
cation which occurad in the Deputy Golleptor’s owmt Line l"\
4 -
a remittance Irom whe Trichinopoly treasury is altogothex ‘
§
{nexzcusable. !

e The Government theref'ora ngress '-"%t.’w the Boaxd in

considering rhat M. Re B A, Kristnaswon i 1\1*"\.,. ghould not

-

ve allowed tO continue in ggrvice a2y 10'-1%;31" his appli;,-;,.."

tion for & ¥t tiring ension is accepted awd will be foxwilg ¥
P ¥

b 2¢ -

Rk

3 -ed Lo the AC scountent Gen erel for report.
. A R ‘ ' - 59 The obher reornoll dabions mpas wy t:\u Booxrd for
\ forcing the 1‘&)31}011:3:1"0‘115.'@3?‘ of the officers ‘b fault, viu“‘f‘: 4
Suntiotncaal ' T f, . ghat the Taluk Head Accountaent and the Shro:r ‘3},‘.0111'-. P
e | : ‘ 1 be £ined a rrzcl‘gn't;h’s poy end theb the pension ; tna ot
f g

Neputy Uo].lu%:tor ghould LG roduced WY 8. 5 m‘é, noweve ,'1

the opinion of Governnent altogether inadequds i_>.1'{:ia jiivds | §

{ isncy the Governor in Gouncil has caceinlly ~Jof§\:s1riez-uri
matber and 4g of opinion that o8 the loss in t.‘n\e pros
A s S O£ ' : g 13 , caae was 'uhojlly due to a disr agard of the rulesi Proscy '{

4t should bg made good bY the officers ruspom-;ibi‘o, 4 ;1

p b : b follovinﬂ proportions: ==== \ B

. O
s 1,500 by +he Troasury Neputy collector W nozrt;h}_; A
c‘mcbio-m ot‘ ;. 75 from his pension (the amount of whj

; will ey r'ttem'ﬁnar‘t in the Pension Depactnent) and s 8

= T S—

Je : 22 r.3 - Bhtii - the 'I'aitx Lum" Accountent and the ghroff in 1;3.-03_,0__1,1’
't.poip m.y in suit&ble monthly instalments,
. 8. // As already renarked there geens to e Lithis | j

. /
tr}t\t, mo’n C st abslrads vod from the renittance whilg

r
:
:
"
>
-

L s

>
:
-
‘

PR DR S e

il . 1
/ sit,, but. no informotion 18 offordsd &3 Lo The 1)1‘0f ‘

F
I

: .
1/ leply Git,v of the Policc escort. The Heod Constoble f
g of t.he escort is soid to hove 1lotaly cashed ‘.Q,‘,ag

anount, and the Gover nt i3 of opinion that

gquiry: in this dirvection is necesSsaxy. The Gollact

~porty furthe on -this point, /
i | 7

5 4 h-



o S At
. o
B
. ]
. g
i
"
.
b i
.
i
X d
- -
-
T Py
e
Y
g
A !
- F, -
b P )
A "‘
e
. ¥
i
e P | ¥
- il
O r
r i '
wr
)
.. F s ‘.
5 T e
s
el ef
PR T3 :
g 5 y
£ (At e v
! ; ih i
Ui i,
4 3
e
ARG R -
\ “—...[
B e
» ' y 5 “
= o
,‘, -
- 1 }
3
w g " ¥
SERLTS 0
¥ § a.
oy A )
e o :
At_‘lg;]"f\ 4 >
. . T3 3
it T 5 ' Y
WP
sl A i
s Jagad
'-‘13’7.;;-‘_[\‘ ¥ 3 &
e ~ -
"‘F J hEs “?‘
v '
- L g ‘“l‘.I’ '&!‘,1
. o’
L L™
o e Y ' L i
o DA »
; womL e
« T2 ey :
- pe
. (1§ X = "y
) VLS
cr
b 2atih =1 Ry ' )
153 -y Rt it
GRS Y
¥ ;‘
il b 1 oy i
PR e A B 1 ;
] 90 T \
-

Srnment,

T4 It @prears from ir. And
+ WS LGty ARS8 ? ] Xy ¥ s b
oS eeRl s LREt. ths

1 ke

rogard or misconce;

5

-~ 1
ST B
: »

.y ¢ : - 3
WG L 71\;” WIALCHO AosS
. -

1

Prescnt f",dfi‘,lxu.tu‘.ﬂ-l, 18 1ot cond

Board 15 requested to dArmw the
ues Yo drew the sttention 3?( of’

%
oy o -
ined to Tric ninor

all Col 1,,-31;,..

N : .
ors to the necessity of aetdas ring ;
~icy 19}. "I ..Zl;', .'l.; 3G 1V“ 3 the- *.x
3 <] (RS} bk.\'atl G v

rules are Droparly w C3toox ongerve =,
-~ 'Lt.- A el f? 2 - -
ald ob ‘vad, soard?s Ste W'y !

j () ‘d ar H 2 '5 e e :1 1% 3 2
4 1 2O B _'U-l --1\ el ] all] WL G,.,,\ '..“.x, 7{ G 3 tptj‘
“[ X ). ) { (, ;Jﬁ 1232 > 8 S . - G -5

Andrew, M™ea o GRS
R P ;.Su W 5 :C.., L,»J.'xﬁ:(.}gg(!i: ',:3 A\iis),.j’ “.i T;O

cluding portion of pc‘.‘i."-.. 4 61 the Board’y Proc
L 208¢

read above should be o
: Should be suimitted for the 4
'« w8 informgtion

A (eile xtr:t.z@:t)

I3 v ¢ v -‘/ 5 :
il 3 s e i — 2

niabt | Ssckatory ta Gove. "

4 N
: H
'
y i
’
! 3 <¥ * !
} i
I
!
; -
Yy S t y
!
2 %
: 1 !
Je
i 1 + o
'
# ] :
.‘ 1 D) i ¢
b ; 4 i e
i -
" 5 ]
i hed 0, ditsd o A :
e
e
4 2
e Bla W ¥

%o tha Bozu'ci’ 9);‘ Reireppza, Lend Reve:me

o mmtﬂ!‘t @enabal (mth wpldmtiml’ ok
e Jwi'i’@l&l T‘e‘oa:‘t,y'g .,

J
e £ e E & !
s -

sdings

Biby £
o
biasr
3 »
s
e3> T +
i
il hin
8
8 1
<4
S b o
% L
- ‘\"

. 4 W e
11 %08 cone-

A




- o A A A P N P A N A A A R A R A N A A e R P P R P I A S A I AR AT PO S AR SN
. A S S INTI A~

%_w.s’—"} ; No. 12, Revexue, 15tH January 1896.

e e e

———— A I

CONFIDENTIAL.

GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

REVENUE DEPARTMENT.

Reap—again the following G.O., Mis. No. 2033, Revenue, dated 22nd May
1895 :—

Read—the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue (Land Revenue),‘ Mis.
: No. 2279, dated 6th May 1895 :—

Read—the following letter from E. A. ELWIN, Esq., Acting Collector of Trichi-
nopoly, to the Secretary to the Commissioners of Land Revenue, dated 2nd
May 1895, Current No. 1429/Rev. :—

T have the honour to report that, on the afternoon of 20th ultimo, a deficiency
: of Rs. 2,000 was discovered in a remittance received from the Perambalir taluk.
The remittance consisted of nine boxes stated to contain 56,000 rupees in cash
: and 6,000 rupees in currency notes. The boxes, as soon as they arrived at the
huzur treasury on 24th ultimo, were lodged in the double lock strong room for safe

custody, their seals and fastenings being apparently in good order.

, 9. The remittance was not taken up for examination until 29th ultimo, because
( remittances previously received from other taluks were pending at the date of its
{ receipt and their examination was finished only on Saturday the 27th. On being
i opened one of the boxes which should have contained Rs. 6,000, or six bags
:. ot whole rdpees, was found to contain but four bags, or Rs. 4,000.

: 3. The Tahsildar of Perambaltr was at once directed to report whether there
& was any surglus in his sub-treasury to cover the deficiency found here. His report,
just received, is to the effect that there is no such surplus, and the amount has
been charged in the cash book under article 664 of the Civil Account Code as
an “advauce recoverable” pending the result of the inquiry which the Deputy
Collector in charge of the division, the Superintendent of Police and myself are
making.

4. A full report will be forwarded as soon as the inquiry is completed.

Resolution—Mis. No. 2279, dated 6th May 1895.

Recorded. ‘
9. The further report promised in the Collector’s letter is awaited.

3. The Board observes that this is the second occasion on which a defalcation
has been reported from this district within a very short space of time—vide Board’s
Proceedings, No. 1882, dated 17th April 1895.  The Collector’s reports upon both
defalcations should be expedited.

(A true Copy and Extract.) *

(Signed) R. C. C. CARR,
Ag. Secretary.
Copy to the Secretary to Government, Revenue Department.
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Order--Mis. No. 2033, Revenue, dateq *2nd May 1895

Recorded.
(True Extract.)
»
(Signed
To the Accountant-Generg]. )Gl 8, FORBES,
Ag. Secretary.
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e
riveted at the junctions. This was not done but the bags were placed in boxes
locked by a country bazaar lock and sealed by a faint seal. ~Contrary also to rule,

the boxes were not weighed before despatch.
6. The Treasury Deputy Collector also did not weigh the boxes on receipt,

although the circular abovp refqrred to expressly required this to be done. As the
defalcation was made entirely in_one bpx and must have amounted to about one-
third of the correct contents, it is obvious that the most casual weighing would

have brought to light the deficiency.

7. Considering that the boxes were not nailed down, but were locked with
country locks, and that the seals were faint, it was, I think, clearly the duty of the
Treasury Deputy Collector to have counted the bags in the boxes as there was
every possibility of the remittance having been tampered with on the way. By
not making any examination, he relieved the escort of all responsibility.

8. In any case, it seems to me that the two defalcations taken together show
a great laxity in treasury management for which the Treasury Deputy Collector

is primarily responsible. :

ExcLosurEs.

From E. A. ELWIN, Esq., Acting Collector of Trichinopoly, to the Accountant-G- 1
Madras, dated Lrichinopoly, 7th July 1895, R.g. ly\Io. 1140 (e) Rev,n ant-Greneral,

With reference to your letter, No. 1597, dated 21st June 1895, T have the honourto forward
herewith the Treasury Deputy Collector’s office-note No. B., dated 6th July 1895, replying to

the points raised by you.
2. The first point is, I think, sufficiently elucidated by the Treasury Deputy Collector.

3. As to the second point, the Treasury Deputy Collector appears to scout the idea of a
¢ ohronic deficiency,” but my own impression is that he has been for a long time past placing
undue confidence in his subordinates and neglecting various rules of the Civil Account Code and
it is in my opinion highly probable that he frequently neglected to make anything more than a

very superficial examination of the treasurer’s balance.
4, The third point deals with the handling by the treasurer of the unshroffed coin; and, as to
this too, I have grave doubts whether the rules have been complied with by the Treasury Deputy

Collector.
5. Last point: The records of this office show that the matter of the treasurer’s indebted-

ness was duly reported to the Board of Revenue; that f,}:}e man was granted long leave so as to
enable him to make arrangements to discharge his habl}lties; and that he was not allowed to
return to duty until he had produced some evidence, which was accepted as satisfactory, that he

had retrieved his position.
Office-note from M.R.Ry. A. KRISHNASWA‘MI ATYAR, Avargal, Treasury Deputy
Collector, Trichinopoly, to the Collector of L'richinopoly, dated 6th July 1895, No. B.

[Ref'erencc.—()‘ollector’s footnote, R.C. No. 1140/95 (d?, dated 29th June 1895, to Accountant-
15697, dated 21st June 1895, directing the Treasury Deputy Collector to

General’s letter, No. :
report on certain points raised by the Accountant-Greneral. |

I beg to reply as follows:—
9. Answer to 2nd paragraph of the Accountqnt-(}eneml’s letter.—~The balance in which the
deficiency was discovered was not the one examined by Mr. Rawson. The deficienyy was dis-
f the 3rd April, while the balance examined by Mr. K wson was

covered in the closing balance o
the closing one of the previous day.

3. The actual transfer of charge to Mr. Rawson by Mr. Andrew was in the afternoon of the

he treasury in the forenoon of the 8rd with the closing balance

began to eount t d
stamps to be examined was very large and likely to

d, but the former
ord, g ¢ y of cash and

e 2nd, hecause the quantit t
32011;}1})3' from four to five Eours. His examination terminated that day at 3 or 3-30 ».m. The trans-
actions of the 3rd were not going on, nor had they commenced when Mr. Rawson arrived at the
treasury for examination. After the transactions of the 3rd were over, and when T was waiting
for the balance sheet (form No. 38) of that day, the treasurer came and told me that the cash

resent showed a deficiency. The transactions with the double lock had then been over and the
room sealed. There was no unshroffed coin on the evening of the 8rd, nor did any
of the treasurer when his balance was examined by

strong ; Y ;
unshroffed coin remain in the possession
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Mz, Rawson. The unshroffed coin (Rs. 20,000) which formed part of the closing balance &ﬂ]e
9nd, and which had been placed in the single lock room for want of space in the double lock
room had been brought to the double lock strong room on the 8rd before Mr. Rawson arrived at
the treasury.

4. Answer to 3rd paragraph of the Accountant-General’s letter.—I do mnot quite see how
there could have been a “ chronic deficiency ” of over Rs. 2,000 as before the date of the defalca-
tion the treasurer’s balance used to be verified by me roughly every evening and in detail every
last day of the week, and it was generally less than Rs. 2,000 and had been so for several days
previous to the 3rd, .

5. Answer to 4th paragraph of the decountant- General’s letter.—~Unshroffed coin is always
treated as part of the balance under double lock, and entered as such in form No. 38 and kept
in the double lock ; but whenever no space was available for it there it used to be lodged in the
single lock both my own and the treasurer’s seals being affixed to its padlock. This course was also
followed on the evening of the 2nd April when a sam of Rs. 20,000 was placed in the single lock

: room. The police guard seal hook will show that

* Two of the double lock room on two different padlocks, they took charge of four * seals on the evening
and two of the single lock room on one padlock, of that day. II_l my letters. to the Account anta-

+ Letters Nos. 222 of 29th January 1894 and 468 of 22nd General quoted in the margin,t I have already
February 1894, brought to his notice the overerowded state of
the double lock strong room and sought his

ermission to have it extended. In one of those letters, viz., No. 222, dated 29th January 1894
{)a.lso brought to his notice that packed remittance boxes had once to be put into the single lock
yoom for want of space in the double lock room, and that both my own and the treasurer’s seals
were on that occasion affixed to the padlock of that room in consequence of the contents of that
room exceeding Rs. 5,000. Unshroffed coin is never treated as part of the treasurer’s balance
and it is given out for examination in my presence. The double lock strong room has now been

extended and there will be no more occasion to keep unshroffed, &e., coins in the single lock.

6. The treasurer’s indebtedness was a fact known to me gince 1890 or 1891 when the
matter was reported by the Collector to the Board, and he was compelled to remain on leave till
he proved that he fairly retrieved his position, He returned to duty after proving that he
fairly retrieved his position. The correspondence connected with the subject are in the General
branch of the Collector’s office.

Order—DMis. No. 2939, Revenue, dated 24th July 1895.

Recorded pending the receipt of the Board’s report on the, deficiency in the
remittance from the sub-treasury at Perambalir.

(True Extract.)
(Signed)  E. GIBSON,

Secretary to Government.

To the Accountant-General.
,,  Board of Revenue (Land Revenue).

Reap—again the following G.O., Mis. No. 3284, Revenue, dated 15th August
1896 :—

Read-—the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue (Land Revenue)
No. 252/Confdl. No. 75, dated 22nd July 1895.

' Read—again Proceedings of the Board of Revenue (Land Revenue) Mis. No. 2279
dated 6th May 1895. .

Read—also the following letter from E. A. ELWIN, Ksq., Acting Collector of
: Trichinopoly, to the Secretary to the Commissioners of Land Revenue,
dated 7th July 1895, Ref. on C. No. 1429/Rev. :— :

In continuation of this office letter, Ref. on C. No. 1429/Rev., dated 2nd May
I have the honour to submit the further report therein promised about the deﬁciencyf'
of Rs. 2,000 that was discovered on 29th April in a remittance received at the huzur
treasury from the Perambalir taluk.

i i
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9. On 22nd April, during the Tahsildar’s absence from the taluk head-quarters
in camp, a remittance, supposed. to consist of Rs. 56,000 in cash and Rs. 6,000 in
currency notes, or Rs. 62,000 in all,' was despatched by the head accountant
Sundararaja Rau and the shroff Govindu from the sub-treasury to the huzur.
The cash and notes were packed in nine small but strong remittance boxes, the lid
of each of which was secured by a padlock and a piece of tape connecting it with
the body of the box. The tape was sealed at either end, and a bit of cloth was
wrapped round the padlock and fastened with a seal. There were thus three seals on
each box. The three carts that were employed to Sarry the boxes left Perambalur
shortly after noon and reached the huzur treasury, some 35 miles off, about 48
hours afterwards. They did not travel between sunset and sunrise and were
drawn up for the first night in front of the Padalur police station, which is quite
close to the road, and for the second night outside the Trichinopoly taluk police
station, where some carts bringing a remittance from the Musiri taluk were also
halting. 'The boxes had been entrusted to a police escort comprised of head con-
stable Abd-ul Majid Sahib and six other constables. The head constable had
given the taluk officials a receipt to the effect that he had taken charge of nine
boxes, each of which bore three seals in good order and into which Rs. 62,000 in
all had been put. A taluk peon, named Gopalasami, had been deputed, in accord-
ance with the custom prevailing in the district, to take the keys of the padlocks of
the treasure boxes to the huzur and to be present there when the detailed exami-
nation of the remittance was proceeded with. This man did not start with the
carts and accompany them throughout the journey, as is usually done, but left

Perambalir by transit on the morning of 23rd April and overtook them a short

distance outsider Trichinopoly. On the following day the constables and the peon
presented themselves at the huzur treasury. The Treasury Deputy Collector
neglected to have the boxes weighed or the bags counted in accordance with the
provisions of article 651 of the Civil Account Code,_ and contented himself with
instructing the Treasurer to examine the outer condition of the boxes. The seals
being found to be intact, the boxes were placed inside the double lock strong room
and a receipt stating that nine boxes said to contain Rs. 62,000 had been delivered
in good order was granted to the head constable in charge of the escort guard. The
police then left the place, but the peon stayed at Trichinopoly to await the open-
ing of the boxes. As some remittances from other taluks which had arrived about
the same time were examined first, this particular remittance was not taken up for
examination until 29th April, when the peon attended, handed over the sealed bag
containing the keys of the padlocks, and watched the examination of the contents
of the hoxes. The Treasurer superintended the opening of the boxes in the double
lock strong room, the Treasury Deputy Collector being seated just outside the gate-
Wway, disposing of some routine business. The first two boxes that were opened
contained the correct number of bags as shown in the invoice. The third box,
however, contained but four instead of six bags of Rs. 1,000 each. The contents
of the remaining boxes were next examined and found correct.

3. The Treasury Deputy Collector came over to my office without any
undue delay and told me of the fact of the deficiency. He brought with him the
eon who admitted before me that in one of the nine boxes containing the taluk
remittance there was a deficiency of Rs. 2,000, though the box was apparently in
good order before being opened. I went over to the treasury and made some
enquiries which resulted in my coming to the conclusion that ‘the boxes had been
duly deposited in the double lock strong room on their receipt and that it was
most improbable that the deficiency of Rs. 2,000 discovered in one o.f them was
due to a defalcation in the ‘huzur treasury. I looked at the box in question,
its padlock and soals. There was nothing about it to show that it had been
tampered with, though, on the other hand, 1 found that the padlock was a common
bazaar article worth but a few annas, such as it 1s not difficult to fit with a key.
that the seals bore but a very faint_impression, and that the label on the lid inds-
cating the value of the contents, unlike those on the other boxes, had been gummed
over a piece of straw, the ends of which protruded beyond the paper.

4. T was at first inclined to think that the deficiency might be due to the
accidental detention of two bags at the sub-treasury and sent an urgent message to
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the Tahsildar to report on the point. Information of the deficiency was at the same
time given to the General Duty Deputy Collector, Ariyalur, in whose charge the
Perambalir taluk is, and to the police. Mr. West,, the Superintendent of Police,
happened to be camping in the neighbourhood and he promptly visited the taluk
office and sealed the door of the treasury pending the return of the Tahsildar from
camp and the arrival of the Deputy Collector. On the morning of 1st May the
treasury was opened in the presence of the above three officers, when the balance
proved on examination to be correct according -to the accounts. The Tahsildar
thereupon reported to me that’there was no surplus, and the deficient Rs. 2,000
were accordingly held to be a defalcation and ordered to be treated, under article
664 of the Civil Account Code, as an *‘ advance recoverable,” :

5. The next step taken was to ask the Superintendent of Police and the
Deputy Collector to hold a full inquiry into the matter. Mr, West worked at the
case himself for some days, but, failing to get any clue, he placed an Inspector on
special duty for the purpose of collecting information. The Deputy Coligctor and
Tahsildar, both of whom were formerly in the Police department, as wéll NN
police, have been doing their utmost for several weeks past to find out hot“; the
defalcation was perpetrated, but I regret to say that all efforts to procure dircci;
evidence have proved fruitless. I

6. The money was undoubtedly taken either—
(1) at the huzur treasury, or
(?) from the cart while the remittance was being taken from Perambalir
to the huziir, or
(3) at the Perambaliir taluk office, either when the remittanc i
prepared for despatch, or some time previously, ance was being

7. No suspicion appears to rest on the huzur treasury,
made show that the remittance boxes were deposited in the d
room as soon as they were delivered, and it would be next to j '

. : in
fastenings of a box so,deposited to be tampered with for Rs. 2 U(I)I())O?zll(;ll?;hfott) t}ﬁg
removed not only from the box, but also from the room, and f(,)r the out(:\r aspect
of the box to be restored to its former condition in broad daylight. .

8. As regards the other two ways in which the money may 1
there is a difference of opinion between the Deputy C(y)llectz g 13::3 ba(l)(r; 'i:l)(](;?‘;
Inspector. The former considers it probable that some members of the )olic'
escort guard were the offenders, while the latter suspects the taluk shroff police

9. The head constable, who was the escort officer
admission to the effect that, in taking charge of the romit
counted each bag agd 'cha,i;5 Iherei were then lying in the
in the invoice, and mot only as found on the openinge : T
huzur treasury. His statement is corroborated by1 t}u;1 Bhc(:xfd tl;zcbux;,s o th((l}
shroff and he adhered to it when I recently examined him at Pemml;)u]q "lntIan‘
no reason why the story should not be accepted, for the procedure he a uré S(t,o
have adopted in taking charge is that contemplated in the (ivi] Accolp rg (QJSS;S to
cases such as the one in question, where the remittance boxes mt Code in
of by weight, and is followed, I have ascertained, in more
treasury liln this district. - ;l‘he Pglice Inspector sets up agains
version the statements of two other constables and some cart-me p
vicinity of the taluk office atthe time. These men appea:- ltgcﬁa‘::osggrgl u; :}](—3
head constable went into the treasury room only a few minutes before 1] lfll 16
were brought out fastened and sealed, and from this it is argued that the] ; )Oxﬁ?
not possibly have been time for him to have looked at each bag and seen tll;e }cou
made ready to be placed on the carts. The witnesses had probably no el g )(.)(:i:es
of the length of time the head constable was actually in the rom};\ for eaf 1 cz;
suddenly came upon one of the constables the other day and asked hinl ¥ w 1?1 ;
the head constable was there, he replied that he could not tell, even ay ro;?w t(:]m?
As to the possibility of tampering with a box and then  restoring itl t% sonlzwtl(: M
like its former condition, it 1s usually found that there is in the hot Weathe(l}' ‘:glg
little of the impression of tl}e seal remaining on the seals when remittance box?;
are delivered after a long journey by road, and I think that a coin or any picce

All the inquiries
ouble lock strong

has made a damaging
tance, he looked at anﬁ
boxes 56 bags as shown

are not taken charge
than one other sub-
t the head constable’s
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on it would make an impression that might, under the
circumstances, easily pass for that of the half worn-out seal that is often used for
the purpose of sealing boxes, &e., In a taluk office.

10. The Police Inspector has raked up several things against the shroff, but
because there is some reason to suspect that he is not altogether moral and has
now and then taken a few rupees out of a village remittance and caused the village
munsif to make them good, and. because he leads money and has trade in salt and
remitted Rs. 200 on account of it to his brother at Trichinopoly by the taluk peon
who had charge of the keys of the padlocks, 1t does not follow by any means that
he is the person who wade away with the Rs. 2,000, especially as he is, for his
seaition, & well-tO-d9 man. The Deputy Collectm:, who has been several years in
the division, gives him a good character and considers that he has been unjustl
suspected. The head accountant, without whose complicity it would be difficult for
the embezzlement to have been effected, is well spoken of as an honest and careful
subordinate, and against his character the police have nothing to say.

11. The Superintendent of Police, while sharing his Inspector’s bad opinion
of the shroff, merely recommends his t.ransfer to another station as he has dealings
of different kinds in Perambalir, and it is not, in' fact, contended that there is any
real case against him. Mr. West, whom I have consulted about the affair on
several occasions, thinks that as the car.ts conveying the remlt'.cance were properly
suarded during the two nights that intervened between their setting out from
Perambalir and arrival at the huzur, it is unlikely that his men had any hand in
removing the money and that even had 1511.ey taken it, the matter would have soon
come to light owing to the factions prevailing amongst the constables of the Peram-
balir station. He complains that the.De.puty Collector and t_he Tahsildar took a
prejudiced view of the case at the beginning and that they did not render proper
assistance towards the detection of the defalcation. It seems tome, however, that,
considering the admission of the head _constable alluded to in paragraph 8, the
Revenue Department was fully Jus’qﬁed in suspecting the police guard ; the burden
of proving that the admission was false lay heavily on the police and that burden
has not been satisfactorily discharged. Iiven granting that the remittance was
carefully guarded at night, though there is _notlnug beyond the Wor_d of the pthe
to show that such was the case, the bags might have been removed in the daytime
when cart drivers and persons travelling by cart are not mfreque_ntly in the habit
of sleeping in the hot weather. As to the fact that there are factions amongst the
constables, I presume that a judicious distribution of the money would prevent th‘e
men of one party giving information against those of the other. 4

12. In the absence of direct evidence it cgnnot,'?f course, be said,_ xyith any
degree of certainty, who abstracted the Rs. 2,000. The personal enquiries made
by me at Perambaltir towards the end of last month resulted in nothing, and there
i now but little hope that the matter will ever be cleared up. I am unable
\clusions of the police, and, cloncu?u]ng w1lt_h the Deputy1 Colllector,

T obable that some members or other of the police escort are the culprits.
%?}ilzlgszsﬁlgle' of the piece of straw that I found under the label of the box in vghich
the deficiency was discovered is peculiar, but whgther the straw stuck to the lid.
accidentally or was placed there purposely as a signal agreed upon between the

onstables and the mashalchi, or some one else, in the taluk office to show that that
s cular box was less securely fastened than the rest, it is impossible to say.
13. The next thing to be discussed is from whom the deﬁciept amount.sh(?uld
be recovered. The Treasury .Deput Collector M.R._Ry. A, Krls}ln&syvqnn Aiyar
Avergal, though he took no pans to ollow the rule laid down in the Civil Aecount
(Code 1n regard to the receipt of remittances and merely got the outer condition
of the boxes examined, as observed at the epd of paragraph 2 of this letter, was

h enough to grant the escort officer a receipt z}nd all.ow _the escort to return to
Yass baltr just as if the whole amount entered in the invoice had been delivered.
P%um; called upon him to ex lain his neglect of ordinary precautions and beg
] Jose his explanation for ts)le Board’s orders. This officer has been in charge
t(f) Slrll: Trichinopoly treasury for a number of years, and I do not think that he can
?)e allowed to plead in self defence the prevalence of irregular practices that he

of metal having a few lines
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hims_elf has fostered. I submit that he should be held primarily responsible for
making good the loss. The huzur treasurer, Vaidyanadlia Aiyar, might well have
insisted on the observance of the prescribed precetlure, but l“mu,lst point out that
he had on 24th April, the date of the arrival of the remittance, held the post but
three weeks and was no doabt guided entirely by the directions of his su (311-i£)r I
am doubtful whether, having regard to all the circumstances of the case itp woul.d be
fair to call upon the taluk head accountant and shroff to bear any part ’of the loss.

Fixcrosure No. 1,—Deputy Collector’s explanation.

Resolution—dated 22nd July 1895, No. 2562/Confidential No. 75.

In its Proceedings dated 17th June 1895, Mis. No. 3007 (Confidential), t
Board passed orders on an attempt by the huzur treasurer, Trichino )”L]n' 1‘: ),t i g
porarily make away with Government money and submitt’ed a re )niﬂt t} ’(,0 'u‘n-
ment regarding the conduct of the Treasury J)Jeputy Collector. M & R (:\ 'i){‘ ‘91‘;"
naswami Aiyar, in not bringing the loss immediately to the no,ticc. of t}):e C(.)llezlti);'

2. The present is a more serions case of defalcation connected with tl
district. Out of a remittance of Rs. 62,000 composed of Rs. 56,000 s ]‘(13 S?mg
Rs. 6,000 in currency notes despatched from the taluk trea.mu;v pel.l,l (1{1 b]lf .dn
the huzur on the 22nd April last, two bags containing a thousand ru l,(}nj.Ji,l} e, t.()
found to have been abstracted when the treasure was examined at '[‘11)‘?(]5~L,u(' l]“: .
the 29th idem. The consignment had reached Trichinopoly on thelg iltlllojl)o ) (]m
examination was not made until the 29th because other ta{ b oy
waiting at the huzur treasury.

-9 The disappearance of the money was reported as soon as it was discovered
i.e., on the 29th April, to the Acting Collector Mr. Elwin who examined the Hex
concerned and found no sign of its having been tampered with. ' 3

4. The money could have disappeared only in one of three ways, 7. (1) at th
taluk treasury by the omission to put into the boxes the full nm%);;nf' %3 .ff 41 2
the taluk officials, or (2) during the journey to Trichinopoly whither "clt . \;1« )
was conveyed in three country carts by a head constable and six const;,(ljl lemiu_xlo
the taluk peon who should have accompanied them took a transit cart, or ):f ¥ “t, nlc
huzur treasury where the remittance was kept for five days awaitin r,o‘mS' ) nt't 5
The last hypothesis is exceedingly improbable and the first is eéﬁallll 1:1na 1:]11.
head constable in charge of the escort party admitted to the Co]lec(tl'or t m\tol as} 13
gseen the bags counted and put into the remittance chests. The mone mu tleh mr
been stolen in transit ; this is the conclusion arrived at by the Collecto¥ wifls hm S
the Board concurs. ) o ik

5. The following circumstances, each of which requires full explanati
appear to have facilitated the theft :— PR,

(«) The absence of the taluk peon, who, in accordance with the rules of the

it
* Vol. I, Article 652, and the Accountant-Gen- Civil Acc‘ﬂ“}t C(’d?* as well as the
eral’s Cireular IT, dated 28th January 1892. A.cco untant-General’s standing instruc-

: ; A tions, should have followed the treasure

carts instead of performing his journey by transit. The peon, however, had no
choice of route if, as appears to have been the case, he was detained at t’:he taluk
office on duty after the escort had left with the treasure. e

(%) Th?‘excee.dingly car_eless manner in which the treasure was acked at the
taluk office. The nine boxes in which it was conveyed were secureg by nothin
better than common bazaar padlocks and three seals on each, loosely impressed a;.;;

uk remittances also were

the taluk office. It is not surprising that the impressions on the seals were very.

faint as reported by the Collector when the destination was reached. But the

: ;o Collector has not noticed that tl

Article 644, Civil Account Code, and the Ac- : 4 e e rules

countant-Greneral’s Cireular XVI, dated 20th on.thessubjeet prohibit the use of* both
Tune 1891, padlocks and seals. Locks are required

to be placed only on” large tumbrils or

e, S
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chests in which treasure is sometimes c_om{eyed—especially by rail—but for several
ears past all districts have been supplied with small stout chests each holding either
four or six bags of one thousand ruﬁees' each._ These boxes should nelt!ler be locked
nor sealed, but should be ¢‘ fastene with nguls and secured by two pieces of hoop
i Oivil Account Code, Vol. I. iron, each of which shou.ld pass com-
Article 644, Civi pletely round the box at right angles to

| the other, the four ends meeting in the centre and being there riveted through with

a copper rivet” s0 as to make the opening of them a matter not of utter impossi-
bility, but of time and difficulty, requiring blacksmith’s tools. As a further
recaution each box has to be weighed at the despatching office and the weights
have to be recorded by fche 1~elp1tt1ngr(3fﬁcer and acknow]edggd by the pohcg escort
as well as by the receiving officer. The last named officer is further required b
a circular * of the Accountant-Greneral,
* No. XVI, dated 20th June 1891. though not by the Code, to note the
number of bags received in case he 1is obliged to put off the detailed examination
£ the remittance for a day later than the date of receipt. When large tumbrils
e hests are used, the procedure 1s different; in their case the escort officer is
or ch o g required to count the bags as they are
Axticles 650 and 651 of the Civil Account Lode- y1a6eq in and the receiving treasury
s required to Jo the same invariably before acknowledging receipt.

6. If the treasure had been properly packed, theft would have been impossible
WiﬂlO‘l.lt such complicity on the part of the }_)ohce guard as wou!d justify their being
held responsible jointly and severally ; this cannot be done in the present case.
T(ile Collector should report the huzur and taluk officers responsible for this breach

of rule in view to the whole or a portion of the amount lost being recovered from

them in proportion to their pay-. |

7. The Collector’s Jetter brin_gs to notice var@ous other irregqlarities, and
although these do ot seem to have in any way contributed to the loss in the present
instance, steps must be tal::en to prevent their recurrence.. For instance, 1t does not
appear to be the practice 1m the taluk offices of the Trichinopoly district to weigh
each remittance box, as required by the rules, before despatching it to the huzur.
It is true taluk treasuries are not supplied, as huzur treasuries are, with platform
weighing machines ; but, as noted in Board’s Proceedings, dated 27th January 1892,
No. 40, the weight of boxes can always be approximately stated. The Treasury
Deputy Collector, Trichinopoly, thinks that the attention of taluk officers was not
drawn to that Board’s Proceedings at the time when 1t was received in the Collec-
tor's office, but the rules In the Account Code as to weighing remittance boxes are
explicit, and if @ Tahsildar did not know how to weigh boxes without a railway
machine, it was his duty to have asked for instructions. The explanation of the

taluk officials should be obtained on this point a,lso'.

8. The Treasury Deputy Collector. is also reported to. have omitted to weigh
the boxes on receipt as required by article 651 of the Civil Account Code, Vol. I,
and to count the bags as required by the Accountant-Greneral’s Circular, No. XVI,
dated 20th June 1891, wl_len he foresaw that there would be delay in examining
the treasure. The provisions of the Code and the Accountant-Greneral’s circular

must be strictly acted up to in future.
9. A copy of these Proceedings will be submitted for the information of
Government.
" (True Copies and Extract.)

(Signed) L. M. WYNCH,
Secretary.

To the Collector of Trichinopoly. {
Copy to the Secretary to Government, Revenue Department,
! with 1 enclosure in original to be returned.

Accountant-General.

I ”
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Order—Mis. No. 3284, Revenue, dated 15th August 1895
i = .

Recorded pending the i '

) nding receipt of further Ly i :

reports called for in paragraphs 6 and 7 of the P:(;f::(iiillig: rWI:ih g'eference 0.
gs read above.

(True Extract.)
(Signed)  E. GIBSON,

Secretary to Government.

To the Board of Revenue (Land Revenue.)

——m e

Reap—also the following Pr i
b g oceedings of the Board
is. No. 4669/Confdl. No. 103, dated 17th gip%;:l%%‘:elg%gnd Revenue),

Read—letters from the Collector ichi
; of Trichinopoly, d
on C. Nos. 1429/Rev.panyd’ 1?‘18(}1{7;\1: o st e

Resolution—Mis. No. 4669/Confdl. No. 103, dated 17th Septemb
sptember 1895,

With his first letter read
bove, datec
No. 1420/Rev., {1 ead above, dated 7th Septen
Board’s léroce e’dixl)ec;C(i\lIlng?}QOf-Tnchmom]y submits tl[‘iceglb?r 1895, Ref. on 7
of Rs. 2,000 out of S s Da ety dated 22nd July 1895, reg ER anations called for in
) a remittance of Rs. 62,000 despatch’e(f?fgduélg t{xc disap
m the Peramb

treasury in April last. The Collector finds— Fearunce

alir taluk

(1) that the taluk head

detaining the taluk accountant and shroff were joi

g peon who should have accompanied 'celfg 1]'2:111r111t’clty SMpORILD 108
ance ;

adopted has been usual not i
) en Us onl {43 x
which have been consulted ; y in Trichinopoly district, but in six other di
1er districts

(3) that th y
responsib)le for }1a$in§1Egedhe\:}(()lrtm:g;nm(ﬁt ﬂnd shroff were how
adlocks 108 e i
apparently there was a supply in the ta{)uk g;t:h:eg:;refl 0. FpeFIos (::; Sgc‘(:ﬁil‘l"
b

4 ﬂ'lil b Sury y naswam ar
( ) t tlle I reasur De ut ( }()110“ ctor :M:.R..:R. A I< ]‘i h A
puty . . S 1 iy is

responsible for not carx(*{ying out the provisi
' ision .
s of Accountant-Greneral’s Circular

No. XVI of 1891 regardi .
Account Code, bui %ﬁ ;(r)l;g,‘ ffgl'lle paning of demititaces and i
ings, No. 40, dated 27th Janlu‘altx;e to communicate to 'f‘ahsildo f Article 644 of the
boxes. At the same time the (‘}7111892’ I‘anrding the wei rlars Boardis Proceed:
oceurred in most other districts (I)(; t(})l(i:(g PQ:lnts out that the{: ;5111?2 e
residency, if not in omissions ha
all ; and ™

(5) that the loss of G
Treasury Depu § overnment money sh ik
Collectoz doegl;gt gg&e‘i’;‘)s‘;;;ep:g;%k{hea% ”}*f"ggunt(:ml:xl{l a}):()l g:zldf - gm‘)“»‘-.’” the
rtion it should be reco shroff, but the
vered from each

9. In the second )
his readiness to retirepa;:;eldirf: dt Bglbqve M.R.Ry. A. Krishna -
Board’s Proceedings No. 358 60 3 in the Government Ordswam1 Aiyar intimates
is called upon to I‘Zfl’md ;Ln ) {ited 18th July 1895, but rel‘ communicated with
o aain sufficiently /lon Y. po;'tlon of the Perambaliir loqse(ilu%ts that in case he
by the Treasury De}})rut ({%’,‘Oﬁn :10 service. As regards the 1e may be permitted
that reported on in Board g it is clearly proved, both fe“p]‘“?*‘twn furnished
17th June 1895, that he h . 5 roceedings, Mis. No. 3007 g)m this case and from
lead to serious’loss of ul?l?c een careless and apathetic /toonfdl_ No. 56, dated
recommend his continuall)lce in T}?: 2?; ;vtigg thﬁ Board 1is there;gfll r?(r)lt extent as to
1 2 ) . . + »
?l?:m?;;n Aiyar gbgllﬁefnatxve request to be allowe:i‘)tf(l)bllf{(t‘:ys tlmt M.R. R)Przpagd ’;3
responsibility for the recent defalcations at the( Tlrp }:{hould be acted Onr;i] d
richimo

be enforced b i i i
y a reduction of his pension to the extent of, say poly treasury should

y Rs. 5 per mensem.

.ot

~

oy MWWMA
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3. In the case of the taluk officials (the head accountant and the shroff) wh
do not appear to have been mdre to blame than other officials in the same sitLZazog
d very inferior locks for the remittance boxes, the

elsewhere, except in having use
Board thinks that the ends of discipline will be satisfied by their being fined a
o]

month’s pay each-
4. In the concluding part of his letter Mr. Andrew brings to notice certain

difficulties in connection with the weighment of boxe s
escort officer should be invariably requir%d to be presen‘nsaf.1 ntcllle cv(;gib 1(111?111 : f:hatf t‘l}e
bags of coin. The Board has partly dealt with this subject alread '%n i]tg ?0 ke
ings, No. 303, dated 19th August 1895 which the Collector has ackzlowleg (lio_ceed-
earlier portion of his letter; but as the Accountant-Greneral has recently fgdrgsiﬁ

the Board touching tho same matter, it proposes to deal Ry
separate Proceedings. ’ P more fully with it 1n
(True Copy and Extract.)

(Signed) L. M. WYNCH,

Secretary.

To the Seeretary to Govemmpnt, Revenue Department,
with two original letters and enclosures (eight in number) to be returned

pu——

Orper—No. 12, Revenue, dated 15th January 1896.

In the last of the Proceedings read above the Board of R 00 -
final report regarding the disappearance of Rs. 2,000 from aremit‘zzﬁz:?)fsﬁgr%gsogg
5. 62,

he taluk treasury at Perambalir to the Trichinopoly treasury in April

sent from * }
last, together with the explanations of the taluk and huzur officials responsible for

the defalcation.
9. The papers leave little room for doubt that the money was stolen in transit

while in charge of the police escort; and the theft was facili ;

of the thief rendered difficult, by & wholesale disregard (;}fﬂglztii,ljsnfefg’? 1(11 et(;ct]on
acking and despatch of specie remiftances prescribed in Chapter XXXI oi t%l %.th_e
Account Code as modified and sup Jlemented by the Accountant-Geeneral’s C‘e ]W11
No. 16, dated 90th June 1891, an(} No. 11, dated 28th January 1892. Th tlrcu i
boxes were locked and sealed instead of being fastened by nails am-i boun?i ﬁ;a?ﬁfﬁ

hoops, and they Wwere socured by worthless padlocks although locks of a superior

kind were available in the taluk office. The boxes were not weiched at the
A o

despatching treasury in the presence of the officer in charge of the escort nor were

they accompanied by 8 taluk peon as _requlred by the rulés. At the receivin
d prior 0 the issue of the acquittance certiﬁca,t%

treasury the boxes were not weighe
to the escort, mor Were they opened and the bags contained weighed indivi
when it was found that the deta'iled examination of the remittagnce clonuﬁrlggf 1]?(;

t. It appears from the papers that the rules

undertaken on the day of receipt. ]
pserved in the district as regards remittances

referred to above have not been 0

from sub-treasuries.
3. The Government agrees with the Collector and the Board in considering

that of the gix persons from whom ex slanations have been
Treasurer and th}a Tahsildar should be a%:quitted of blame, as alggl?lag tt;ie kHuZur
who could not have Jknown anything of the rules and was not instructed tg v
any the remittance. The taluk head accountant and the shroff are res oneible
for having detained the peon and for having used worthless pa Nocks .P{))USIble
officer chiefly to blame in the matter is the Treasury Deputy Collector i\ﬁ' lfltt the
A. Krishnaswami Aiyar whose duty it was to have enforced the instr e By,
the Accountant-General and the rules of the Account Code, and whose lu ctions of
yision was the cause of the irregularities noticed above. The’explan Ati;)ns axb s 4
tisfactory, and his failure to reform thé Practiscl-le Iinnltlzii

this officer areé unsal )
district as regards specie remittances, and to bring it into conformity with th
e
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.

instructions in the Accountant-General’s Circular of 1891, which was issued with
reference to a defalcation which occurred in the Deﬁuty Collector’s own time in a
remittance from the Trichinopoly treasury is altogether inexcusable.

4. The Government therefore agrees with the Board in considering that
M.R.Ry. A. Krishnaswami Aiyar should not be allowed to continue in service any

longer; his application for a retiring pension is accepted and will be forwarded to
the Accountant-Geeneral for report.

5. The other recommendations
sibility of the officers at fault, viz.,

made by th

e Board for enforcing the respon-

that the taluk head accountant and the sh

roff

should each be fined a month’s pay, an

d that the pension of the Treasury Deputy

Collector should be reduced by Rs. 5 are however, in the opinion of Government,

altogether inadequate.

wholly

His Excellency the Governor in Council has carefully
considered the matter and is of opinion that as the loss in the present

case was

due to a disregard of the rules prescribed, it should be made good by the

officers responsible in the following proportions:—Rs. 1,500 by the Treasury

Deputy Collector by month}iy

deductions of Rs. 75 from his pension (the amount

of which will be determine

in the Pension department) and Rs. 500 by the taluk

head accountant and the shroff in propor
instalments.

tion to their pay in suitable monthly

6. Asalready remarked there seems to bo little doubt that money was abstracted
from the remittance while in transit, but no information is afforded as to the probable
complicity of the police escort in the defalcation.

of the escort is said to have lately cashed note
ment is of opinion that further inquiry in this d

will report further on this point. *

The head constable in charge

s to a large amount, and the Govern-
irection is necessary. The Collector

7. It appears from Mr. Andrew’s letter that the disregard or misconception of
the rules which has led to the present defalcation is not confined to Trichinopoly ;

the Board is requested to draw the attention of all Collectors to the nec

essity of

satisfying themselves that the rules are properly understood and observed. Board’s
Stamﬁng Order No. 235 should also be amended as suggested by Mr. Andrew.
The separate Proceedings referred to in the concluding portion of paragraph 4 of
the Board’s Proceedings lagt read above should be submitted for the information

of Government.
,%VAA v
/

Secretary to Government.

(True Extract.)

To the Board of Revenue (Land Revenue),

with ten enclosures.

Accountant-Greneral (with application).
— M

Judicial Department. k Sk e

”  ‘Pension Department.

”

50 Copics.

Exd. S J. Peroira.
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