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SIR,

THE definition of ‘“explosive ” in section 4 (7) (a) of the Indian
Explosives Act, 1884, includes, besides certain explosives specifically mentioned,
only those substances which 1 are “ used or manufactured with a view to pruduu
a practical effect by explosion or a pyrotechnic effect”” The definition is
copied from that in section 3 of the English Explosives Act, 1875, but under
it an explosive substance is not amenable to regulation unless it i1s used or
manufactured with the view.above mentioned. Consequently, though picrates
and picric powder have been included in class 3, division 2, in the classification
of explosives in Home Department Notification No. 1417, dated 24th June r887,
these substances and picric acid are only subject to the restrictions containe (1
in the Act and Rules when they are manufactured or used with a view to
producing a practical effect by explosion or a pyrotechnic effect.

2. Picricacid, however, is extensively used for the purpose of dyeing, and
is imported for that d!.d other commercial uses into India. A most destructive
explosion which occumred at Messrs. Roberts, Dale & Co.’s chemical works,
near Manchester, in 1887, was 'UU;DU*cl by I‘IL,I' Majesty’s Chief Inspector of
L\plom es to the igni uu* of picric acid, accidentally combined with some other
substance. The explosive propemm of “\LurcD of picric acid with certain

other subst:‘.ncus are \\Ul known : and by an Order in Council (No. 14, datcd

picrates, and mixtures of picric acid with certain other substances are, un&
certain conditions, specially dangerous to life and property, Lhu shall be deemed
(subject to some reservations “and exceptions) to be explosives within the
meaning of the Explosives Act, lbm.

3. A like power to deal with such cases is vested in the Government of
India by section 17 of the Indian Explosives A\Ct, 1884. It has been brought to
notice that pieric acid is imported in I;oznbay, where the Remembrancer
[coul Affairs has held that if 1s not at present, if imported for such pur poses
as dyeing, \m,]w‘” to the rules regarding L\p]USl\kb while the Chemical Analy
Bombay, thinks it so dangerous that it ought to be declared an explosive u,:dvz'
section x, of the Act. The matter was referred to the Chief Inspector “of
Explosives in England, who repeated his opinion that picric acid and admixtures
thereof should be treated as had been done in England after the explosion at
Manchester. In these circumstances, a draft notification has been prepared,
and is annexed bereto, which reproduces the substantial provisions of the English
Order in Council, No. 14, dated 2gth December 1887. The declaration is not

1 “rule ” which-need be published for general information under section 18 of
the Indian Explosives Act; but since picric acid has been imported for many
years for dyemng purposes through the ports of Bombay and Karachi, conveyed
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by railways, and used by dyers without any advertence to its ¢
, tge Government of India think it -adyisable, before publishi
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S NOTIFIGRTION. |
Immseﬁfhé‘?poﬁérsﬁeonfeﬁedwbg{ section 17 of .the Indian Explosives
‘Act, 1884, the Governor General in Council is hereby pleased to declare that the

 following substances shall be deemed to be explosives within the meaning of the

(1) Picric acid, whether stored or in process of manufacture, subject to
the following exemptions :— :

e .'(a) Picric acid when wholly in sclution shall be exempt from being
- deemed an explosive. jERe

2 A, |
5N e »"'}T',:

e S WY <

- (b) Picric acxd\which‘is being maniifactured or stored in a factory, build-
~ing, or place exclusively appropriated to the manufacture or storage
~of picric acid, and in such manner as effectually to prevent any
picric acid from coming into contact (whether under the action of
fire, ot otherwise) with any basic metallic oxide or oxydising agent,
or other substance capable of forming with picric acid an explosive
mixture or explosive compqund, or with any detonator or other
article capable of exploding picric acid, or with any fire or light
capable of igniting picric acid, shall be exempt from being deemed
an explosive. - bl pude s omt 2 8

4a

(2) Picrates and mixtures of picric acid with any basic metallic oxide or
~any oxydising agent, or with any other substance capable of form-
ing with picric acid an explosive mixture or an explosive compound
(for whatever purpose used or manufactured) unless such picrates

~ or mixtures be wholly in solution.
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1 . SIR,
! ’ : Tue definition of “explosive” in section 4 (1) (a) of the Indian
; I Explosives Act, 1884, includes, besides certain explosives specifically mentioned,

| only those substances which are ““ used or manufactured with a view to produce
a practical effect by explosion or a pyrotechnic effect.”’ The definition is

: copied from that in section 3 of the English Explosives Act, 1875, but under

. i : ) e it an explosive substance is not amenable to regulation unless it ‘is used or
' i 3 manufactured with the view above mentioned. Consequently, though picrates

and picric powder have been included in class 3, division 2, in the classification

of explosives in Home Department Notification No. 1417, dated 24th June 1887,

| ; these substances and picric acid are only subject to the restrictions contained
in the Act and Rules when they are manufactured or used with a view to

producing a practical effect by explosion or a pyrotechnic effect.

2. Picric acid, however, is extensively used for the purpose of dyeing, and
is imported for that and other commereial uses into India. A most destructive
: explosion which occurred at Messrs. Roberts, Dale & Co.’s chemical works,
; : ‘ t near Manchester, in 1887, was attributed by Her Majesty’s Chief Inspector of

; ‘ ¥ Explosives to the ignition of picric acid, accidentally combined with some other

. _ o | substance. The explosive properties of mixtures of picric acid with certain

' 1 other substances are well known : and by an Order in Council (No. 14, dated

N : 29th December 1887) ¢ has been declared in England that as picric acid,

picrates, and mixtures of picric acid with certain other substances are, under

certain conditions, specially dangerous to life and property, they shall be deemed

(subject to some reservations and exceptions) to be explosives within the
meaning of the Explosives Act, 1875.

3. A like power to deal with such cases is vested in the Government of
India by section 17 of the Indian Explosives Act, 1884. It has been brought to
notice that picric acid is imported in Bombay, where the Remembrancer of
Legal Affairs has held that it is not at present, if imported for such purposes
as dyeing, subject to the rules regarding explosives: while the Chemical Analyser,
Bombay, thinks it so dangerous that it ought to be declared an explosive under
section 17 of the Act. The matter was referred to the Chief Inspector of
Explosives in England, who repeated his opinion that picric acid and admixtures
thereof should be treated as had been done in England after the explosion at

Manchester. In these circumstances, a draft notification has been prepared,
and is annexed hereto, which reproduces the substantial provisions of the English
Order in Council, No. 14, dated 20th December 1887. The declaration is not

2 “rule ” which need be published for general information under section 18 of

the Indian Explosives Act; but since picric acid has been imported for many
years for dyemng purposes through the ports of Bombay and Karachi, conveyed
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by railways, and used by dyers without any advertence to its dangerous properties,'

the Government of India think it advisable, before publishing the Notiﬁcation
which will subject it to the Explosives Act and Rules, to enquire whether

there is any objection to this measure. 1 am to ask that a reply may be sub-
mitted as soon as is practicable.

1 have the honour to be,
SIR,'
Your most obedient Servant,

| 7 HEWETT,
Offg. Secretary b0 the Government of India.

: No. g
Copy forwarded to the Public Works Department for information.

By order,
L. M. THORNTON,
Offg. Depy. Secy. to the Gout. of India.

G. C. pross, Simla.=No. 40 H, D.==164+93 =311

¥ NOTIFICATION.

IN exercise of the powers conferred by secﬁon 17 of the Indian Explosives
Act, 1884, the Governor General in Council is hereby pleased to declare that the
following substances <hall be deemed to be explosives within the meaning of the

Act :

(1) Picric acid, whether stored or in process of manufacture, subject to
the following exemptions :—

(a) Picric acid when wholly in solution shall be exempt from being
deemed an explosive.

(b) Picric acid which is being manufactured or stored in a factory, build-
-ing, or place exclusively appropriated to the manufacture or storage
of picric acid, and in such manner as effectually to prevent any
picric acid from coming into contact (whether under the action of
fire, or otherwise) with any basic metallic oxide or oxydising agents
or other substance capable of forming with picric acid an explosive
mixture or explosive compound,  of with any detonator or other
article capable of exploding picric acid, or with any fire or light
capable of igniting picric acid, shall be exempt from being deemed
an explosive.

(2) Picrates and mixtures of picric acid with any. basic metallic oxide or
any oxydising agent, or with any other substance capable of form-
ing with picric acid an explosive mixture or an explosive compound
(for whatever purpose used or manufactured) unless such picrates
or mixtures be wholly in solution.

i

G. C, Press, Simla.—No. 41 H. D.—16-4-05.—311.
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§ioB ,_HEWETT, EsQ. C.1.E,,
Offg. Segretary to the Government of Ind:a,

To

Home Department,
Pubiic.

Stmla, the April 1895.

SIR, e

TuEe definition of “explosive” in section 4 (z) (@) of the Indian
Explosives Act, 1884, includes, besides certain explosives specifically mentioned,
only those substances which are “ used or manufactured with a view to produce
a practical effect by explosion or a pyrotechnic effect.”’ The definition is
copied from that in section 3 of the English Explosives Act, 1875, but under
it an explosive substance is not amenable to regulation unless it is used or
manufactured with the view above mentioned. Consequently, though picrates
and picric péwder have been included in class 3, division 2, in the classification
of explosives in Home Department Notification No. 1417, dated 24th June 1887,
these substances and picric acid are only subject to the restrictions contained
in the Act and Rules when they are manufactured or used with a view to
producing a practical effect by explosion or a pyrotechnic effect.

2. Picric acid, however, is extensively used for the purpose of dyeing, and
is imported for that and other commercial uses into India. A most destructive
explosion which occurred at Messts. Roberts, Dale & Co.'s chemical works,
near Manchester, in 1887, was attributed by Her Majesty’s Chief Inspector of
Explosives to the ignition of picric acid, accidentally combined with some other
substance. The explosive properties of mixtures of pieric acid with certain
other substances are well known : and by an Order in Council (No. 14, dated
“29th Déecember 1887) it has been declared in England that as picric acid,
picrates, and mixtures of picric acid with certain other substances are, under

' certain conditions, specially dangerous to life and property, they shall be deemed
(subject to some reservations and exceptions) to be explosives within the
meaning of the Explosives Act, 1875-

3. Alike power to deal with such cases is vested in the Government of
India by section 17 of the Indian Explosives Act, r834. It has been brought to
notice that picric acid is imported in Bombay, where the Remembrancer of
Legal Affairs has held that it ‘is not at present, if imported for such purposes
as dyeing, subject to the rules regarding explosives : while the Chemical Analyser,
Bombay, thinks it so dangerous that it ought to be declared an explosive under
section 17 of the Act. The matter was referred to the Chief Inspector of
Explosives in England, who repeated his opinion that picric acid and admixtures
thereof should be treated as had been done in England after the explosion at
Manchester. In these circumstances, a draft notification has been prepared,
and is annexed hereto, which reproduces the substantial provisions of the English
Order in Council, No. 14, dated 29th December 1887. The declaration is not
2 “rule " which need be published for general information under section 18 of

" the Indian Explosives Act; but since picric acid has been imported for many

vears for dyeing purposes through the ports of Bombay and Karaghi, conveyed

1

’




there is any objection to this measure. 1 amto ask that a reply may be sub- ! - Act, 1884, the Governor. General in Counci
mitted as soon as is practicable.- _ : ~

2

by railways, and used by dyers without any advertence to its dangerous properties, : ; £V s , '
the Government of India think it advisable, before publishing the Nouﬁcatmn £ Y g ’ Rt TR ;
which will subject it to the Explosives Act and Rules, to enquire whether L e X o ‘N.O T IFICATION.

In exercise of the powers conferred by section 17 of the Indian Explosivés

’ lis hereby pleased to declare that the
- following substances shall be deemed to be explosives within the meaning of the
e Rey. T £ ;

\

I have the honour to be,

S : A e e (1) Pieric acid, whether stored or in process of manufacture, subject to
bu:{' . A A e the fdllowing exemptions :—
Your most obedient Servant, R : : k 3
o ;  EWETT S T e e  (a) Picric acid when wholly in solution shall be exempt from being
J. B ) e e deemed an explosive.
Offg. Secretary to the Government of India.,

(b) Picric acid which is being manufactured or stored in a factory, build-
ing, or place exclusively appropriated to the manufacture or storage

. : O o LT ' of picric acid, and in such marner as effectually to prevent any

NO. . i 3 Lty . . . . . .
C ; d Public Works Department f Sesadlinean : LR i AR ‘ picric acid from coming into contact (whether under the action of
0Py forwarded to the Public Works Department fof 10 enta S : ' fire, or otherwise) with any basic metallic oxide or oxydising agents
By order, - . or other substarice capable of forming with picric acid an ex losive

y : e ‘ et p P P
L. M. THORNTON, - o S il mixture or explosive compound, or with any detonator or other
Offz. Dep ; Sory. fo Ehe Gout ,aflndz'a o e B article capable of exploding picric acid, or with any fire or light

g. e y- ec}'. 0 . / & y e tE L RN B 5 ’

R , i g capable of igniting picric acid, shall be exempt from being deemed
. Uy il R " an explosive. '

(2) Picrates and mixtures of picric acid with any basic metallic oxide or

, any oxydising agent, or with any other substance capable of form-

: s Ly ‘ ~ ing with picric acid an explosive mixture or an explosive compound

T i itk e (for-whatever purpose used or manufactured) unless such picrates
or mixtures be wholly in solution.

: g Bls v " 1 y i : Y L
- 1 ; ‘ 1 : : kA : i

. P < : : R .—_———_-b._-
~ G.C. Press, Simla.—No. 41 H. D.—16-4-95— 37"
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