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To,

. His EXCELLENCY

)

~ Tue RiGHT THONOURABLE :
 THE GOVERNOR OF FORT ST. GEORGE IN GOUNGIL,
MADRAS.

The humble Memorial of A, CHATHU, late Tahsildar
of Kurumbranad Taluk, Badagara.

May 11 prEAsE YOUR EXCELLENCY,

Tn humbly venturing to approach your Excellency in Council with the following
facts and explanations which, I fear, were not before the Government, when the G. O. No.
2107, Judicial Department, dated the 30th August last, was passed, dismissing me from the
publie serviee in connection with the shooting of a Moplah by the Police at Badagara, 1 beg
most respectfully that your Exeellency may be pleased to reconsider the order by giving due
weieht to the ease of one, who has spent the best part of his life in the service of Government;
one, who, whatever may be his faults, has always braved dangers in the execution of his official
duties ; one, who, when he is nearly entitled to retive on a pension, ismow thrown out of the
seryice to pine away in sorrow and disgrace for pursuing in the execution of his duties a
line of action which, though in the absence of an explanation it might appear to be cowardly
or indiscreet, is nevertheless in reality otherwise, when each link in the chain of eircum-
stances is properly attended to. Taking the most violent view of my case, ‘the punish-
ment of dismissal, after a service extending over a period of 24 years, i, I submit, out of all
proportion, especially as my conduet is quite free from the remotest taint of malice or unwor-
thy motives,

9. T have been charged with cowardice and failure to act up to the responsibilities
of my position. But a calm consideration of the facts stited below will, T humbly trust,

~ convinee your Kxcellency that, far from being cowardly, I have acted with that prompiness

~ and courage which the occasion called for, and with that discretion which my humble judg-

Rt
L

“

- ment suggested on the spur of the moment.

8. Before entering upon an explanation of the above charge, T beg to submit a few

ﬁp@dg.td meet the remarks of the District Mugistrate in para 3 of his letter quoted in the
~ Goverment Order. ; :

R (e Wlwn Kadiri’s brother édmﬁl@ined to me, I was engaged in verifying the pash bal-

~ adioining room, M&e&d Thim to the spot at once. When the verifica erification of the cash bal-
*ance was ovar, I received information that Kadiri was going to set fire to the bazaar. Upon

 this, I postponed the verification of the stamp stock till the following day, as the Treasury

records woyld shew, and hastened to the bazaar by a short cut from the office indicated
by the peons. I was unacquainted with the several minor paths tothe bazaar except
the main road, as I was then hardly two months in the Taluk, On the way I was

~ ance in the Taluk Treasury, being bound to do so under the rules, as that was the last Trea- :
~ sury day of the month, and as T had returned to head quarters that morning after an absence

g 3&‘?& ‘As T could not safely leave off the work in  hand abruptly, and as I did not then
think the matter to be serious, I sent for the Head Constable who was at the Station in the

4 /V’_
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gk # running crotwd of péople who fled elbowing mie, shouting to me of the att kAmmie
by Ka(.lu'i on the Saniyasi and the Police, tnd of his rashing with knifeot 2 u1 'a:h ath
L was in.  As neither my peons nor myself were armed even with sticks, g dowa:}(xs :hpﬁas
narrow, and the Police having gone by the high road, my further procef;d‘n 3*; ; t};a ath
would have, at that stage, served no Purpose, It therefore became necessa mfl a: n'g 1 ; IS 0
arm(.ad-, and as shown in my report despatched by post to the Joint Mag: 5 e .0 o5 o

Kadiri’s death, (Ezhibit A ek o agistrate a few minutes after

he first paper on record, and
g J a, my only report on the subject), 1
turned back, and got on the high road, anq collected men with sticks a‘./ndI;ta.k‘;: Pulll:_,z:] ‘,Oe;' )t;l :

road side fence, (this can be seen, even now) S oot
re-inforce them, when I met the He: ""'gon the road taken by the Police to

wounded .constable cow'rered with blood, The particullarg l;ieza:,lfe :xtl:] hl:{ medn Cca-rt‘yi ng tht;
to the belief that Kadiri was g Janatic and that matters woqld asZ’m;e 7 3 2opic le(l
therefore after (?espatching messages from the poad to the Stationary § }e) ;1591.101‘18 e
lnspe(.:to.x‘ of Police, I pushed on in the direction of the town wher‘e i\';; ; "‘g‘s““t‘e g
committing ‘ha,vo?-, accompanied by the people ( Hixpus) Bl s lr%t: a.s. r:iported to be
and the Police with guns. Tn the WAy my instructions to the peo IZ we : :;0 1:) ticks and stakes
er down .by pelting or striking him with sticks, and to the Policz t : .“‘)“k e
succeed in arresting him before night-falj, ® #hoot him should we not

e 4. Herel respectfully venture to ask whethe
ed of having thought that it was not m :
any other instructions, than those give f Sra e T iR ]
and whether my conduct was such as to betoken cowardice. That in g; 4 ot Ao
Malayalam to shoot, T honestly submit, I neyey meant, nor did fhe tn k lr.e c"ng the Police in
man was to be shot dead, but merely to dis i i ol menn,- ek
evident from the fact of the first shots i (hl‘k. £y yilie
midate Kadivi on his first charging the pproval on ‘the ground to o

ered it impossible for my instructions 5 ok e
bazaar all the shops were found closed ; the Moplahs, who were there, did no stirr;a‘{cihed e
help us in seizing the man, though repeatedly appealed to : Tl

; there was g general gtg :
the Hindus who, though armed as above stated, took to flight on the first alarm of Ka,glil:;de 5

personal danger, and to avoid it and the adopt
extreme measures at once I too receded about 10 feet, (not p

into a contiguous byepath called a lane in the G.0. which br
with myself in their rear. I never ran into al
mistake in translation.

ion of
aces) and in doing so, stepped aside
ought the armed Police to the front
ane as appears in the &, Q, probably owing to g

-

6. It will therefore be observed that all that T had done was to ste

recklessly courting danger. T was obliged to do so to survey the situation,
caution, Had Tdone otherwise, matters would have taken a serious turn which Gove roment woy(
in all probability, have had now to bemoan, Any attem pt to withstand an armed ath]e
with religious frenzy, quite unarmed, would have been foolhardy on my part,

of the Moplah would have been satiated by it, T would have readily laid dow

cause of Government. But experience of the Moplah outbreaks shows th
success on the side of the fanatics would be a ready incentive

attract others to follow suit. Cantious procedure under syl
self-preservation, should not bhe construed into cowardice

bered, were watching with singular apathy what tupy g
they in making an attempt to seeqre one, who had not displ
them harm ? Byt they looked on with fol

p aside insteg of
in order to act with

3
te, goaded
If the fanaticicy,
nmy life in tha
ab the firgt sign of
‘ atrocions acts and Wvou](l
cxrcumstmmcs, even if it iny ‘

Other anlahs, it

tters would take.
ayed
ded hands. Would no

to more

olves
will be remem-
What fear had
any, the least, intention to do

tany initial success, achieved

So—
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. . int i -opetation ?
by their co-religionist, have opportune]y turned their seemms apathy ];;ltobﬂc.‘;l:i ‘(13: a,l:. et
1',11)1)%1 to your l“xce’llency whether such a result was at all improbable, bor ) )
the history of Moplah outbreaks in Malabar.

7. What followed appears in the lett
was 8o determined and defiant, and so dang
in self-defence was the work of a minute.
would be in the dangerous position they wer
by any possibility have prevented it.
could have been resisted.

T could not ’possibly\ “have anticipated, that they‘

arrived on the scene the day following the occurrence, in-
" ,

8. The Joint Magistrat made local enquiry and

i f Kadiri

. examined the body o 3

bR abo‘:’,nd enough to express approval of the steps ad.o;fted by
i Moplah community was also of the same opinion, but
omplain against me, simply because

spected the spots refe
interviewed the Moplahs, ; S
me. The respectable portion 0 o
the relatives of the deceased were subse‘l“egtg S:ifl;fce(()l
they were afraid that the Moplah Act would be

he conclusion that Kadiri was a
nfortunately come to t
9. The Government has u

i < i conclusiou, that l]e was
i y ? p 1
]u"atic. Bllt the c1 l'Cllmeﬂ.nCCS, b[‘leﬂ llOtGd b lO W oint to bub one

a fanatic i —

(

a) His brother’s first complaint to me that Kadiri was labouring under religions
mzy, (Hal) ;
(h) Air::f:y;ogut ]S)'I-Lgistmte’s enq.uiry, the day following the occurrence, the
brothers did not say he was insane ; | .
) In the complaint preferred by his brother to the District M.a‘gxstra.te on the
s h May (five days afier the occurrence), and in depositions of all the
::)?'Zther:{)efo’rer him', th.ey asserted in unmistakeable langnage that Kadiri

0 "
uring insanity;
« has never been labouring under insanaty;

i it is presumed, before the Government when they pass-
e iye we[:e lio(f;t:etdl ic?py of the’ petition is appended. (Hehibit. B.) This
Srfait iy acistrate as false and malicious oa the 20th June last.
d dan Nambiar, who belongs to a family of Malikhana
he fanatical doings of

ed orders in the case. AR
petition was dismissed by the District \
(Buhibit. C.) The statement of th(? ltat(; Gmtntx;1 e
d y B
holders, taken by the Joint Magistrate e
i i Bahabit, D.)

{adiri before the arrival of the Police, ( ; . . |

G btAfm('z The fact of Kadiri running amuck on a Friday, admittedly after his prayers
) e fac 8

in the Mosque ;

' AP { : the Hindus ;
Z{"/{__/’d‘f ‘n: =L a{"(e) His slashing a cow, wheld sacred by the B
a o)

i i rasi sking for his Muruda which is the sacred
bin e s z;},; (f) His attacking a Hindu Sanyasi, and‘ a:lku;g ::ee :
and indispensable emblem of a Hindu dev ;

! ; T lah community who surrounded W//‘/ .
(9) His not attacking a single member of the Moplah ¢ y o

him on every side; :
‘ (k) His muttering unintelligible prayers when rushing against the Pohc(?;
(/) His considering himself bullet-proof which is invariably the notion of a
' fanatic ;
s W o (7) ;;;;&j:iing desperately forwards even after being hit by a bullet ; .
‘)L&&‘ n (k) Not a single Moplah trying to dissuade him, as they consider doing so in the
case of a fanatic to be irreligious ; and

(1) His using the Hindu sacred reed-flowers as a broomstick before running

amuck.

J s i~ " 2t

er of the Inspector-General of Police. Kadiri 7, 7~ s .. &L

- ic shooting him 7= Lf4 44"
o dangerously close to the Police, that their shooting him & s e

o in, to necessitate sudden firing and could not e ‘o T
] p | Eora
If the guns had bayonets on them, the man’s attack f
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10. T beg to submit that the history of Mopl
the presence of any one of the above elements v
combination of all the elementsin tl

ah outbreaks in Malabar would show that
as anunmistakeable indication of fanaticism, The

¢ present case abund 7 iri y )
cogaE s antly shewed that Kadi as a fanate
rendering it dangerous to allow him to be at large in t} : ht, 1 S e
s i . arge in the night, lest he s .ommit further
havoes and be joined by his COSFONEIONtstY. ah o crt 3 ght, lest he should commit further
g SUS, as usual in such outbreaks, n

at Pandikk
outcome of
and a charge of mismanagement, in that case

ecessitating Military
zl‘_l- The occurrence of such an event
an unpardonable dereliction of
» would have heen unanswer

11. The District Magis 2 .
Distriet Magistrate’s conclusion, that there was no fanati
based upon the report of Mr, Ayling, who could not be 11 . g
v »(he > )‘ S = “—e
outbreaks, during the short period of a month o « ; . :
under Mr. Winte botl d oth 16h or 80, he was in the District. T was emploved
sr M, Shothar an iy ot ¥ § : ras employed
— . . (.)t‘IEIS m South Malabay for more than 19 Vo : "
experience what Moplah fanaticism meant, and how it manifest 1 it 11.: e
Vol Kadoe . amiesved itself. T
believed Kadiri to be the veriest fanatic, and was 8O panic-strick ¥
; 3 : a2l ‘ -Stricke
reputation as 3 b ithi .
putation as a sknlled»&thlete that, within g radius of 2 op
honses were closed and watched, even those on the o

closed in the town directly K

operations, as was the case quite recently
would have been viewed as the
duty on my part,
able,

1sm in the case, is
up in the history of Moplah

he Badagara public
n by his ferocity and his
5 miles of the baziar, all the
0ast road. Thke fact of even Moplah

me furi 1S pr b wi
furious, is pregnant with

shops, one and all, being das
- ‘o adiry e
significance. S
B Aj
12. The Government have coneluded th

at Kadiri o
: : ugl ;
under the circumstances. But 1 ¢ ght not to

X "Ave permission to bring to the kind noti
lency that in a case of a like nature where a prive e SRRy
s a private individual haq shot down
' ' nt not only rewarded him
of deporting persons who had countenanced the f )
he had run amuck. I refer to the

have been shot
our Excel-
fanatic such as Kadiri was, the Guvernme ) a would-be
ut even wery

s ? 1t the lengt)
anatic, . e
we deseril atic, and fined the whole Amsam in whic}
ase described at 5 . : S Ach
f . e ribed at page 584 of the Distriet Manual, Vol

of one Ali of Melattur Amsam who wounded potter and thrashed wig] Ah‘ > Volume 1,
e s : : ¢ : *d with the flat of

a little boy, and had gone, it was presumed, to murder s Pisharodi
. IS 1 : x f ¥ ’
chanting some song. The Hindu watchman who was in the upper
gatehouse shot in Ali’s breast from a distance of 10 or 12 fe

a sword
flourishing his sword
storey of the Pjg}

" et, and kille
It was for this, that the whole Amsam was fined, some Moplahs de

and
arodi’s
d bim oy the

ported, and otfe
overto keep the peace, and the watchmwn rewarded. This occurred in 1880 ; tl b
SV m the M

Division, where I was a Sub-Magistrate. With this precedent in my gy,

spot.
s bound
alapuypy
Personal know]e
; ved to he 4 f
who shot, him iy se

» Who, with the
ing a supposed danger to his master, ensconced in his houge
b

un
I venture to ask whether, in having proceeded against Kadiri, belie
honest discharge of my duty, accompanied by the Police
to be placed in a worse position than a private individual

dge,
anatic, in the
lf—(lcfm('(', I
re object of
shot the Mopl

morning in a field, before he had done any injury to or even ap pelids:

private individual was rewarded for his valour, whilst T am q;
that I did not prevent the Police from shootiug a fanatic

am
me ;

avert-

S Mastey, The
Simple repson

night-fall, before T could possibly know their intention to shoot, e Se]f«lefem.c Ahont

13. At page 588 of the District Manual will

also be f,
oung 1ye s
outbreak, where the only act done by one Moidin Ky id Pe

‘ tt1 l:ly n Woungd
d in hand, uttep;

quitted on
considered sufficiently grave to be brought under the ¢

So seriously is a Moplah’s unprovoked attac
of Moplah fanaticism ar

i a Moplah
S
Ug uninga|y;... » and then

he grolmd o
’ ategory of
< on Hindyg v;

) 1ew
e as sudden, as they are periodieg]

The only differenep J,

the Tatter wag :
T Was armed with what is called a tablo knife, whi
; oWord ‘was used. Kadiri’s knife, though calle M

Soountry knife of suffic; : da table knife, w
ﬁ sufficient strength to make it g formiduble,

going to a rock and dancing there with swor
Jven though he was afterwards tried and qe
EXpressio

: SSI0TN,

- fms:mity, his act
al 5 J S act was

ah f;

Plah f al outbreal.

: anatie
ed in Mal. 2
&Idbm" where outbursts

etween theg
@ two cagos Cadiv
0 cases and Kadiyi’s case lies in the fact that
in the othey two cases, &
as not actually so, but was =

I use as a country sword, To

5

as it not only detracts from its dangerous nature but does

call it a table knife is a mignomer, .
( e to whieh it could be effectually put by one, raving

not afford any idea of the formidable 1
with fanaticism.
14. The above two cases selec kP
7 .  anvihine which in similar cases was not dune
convinee the Government, that I have not done anything wh du
ions in the service. I have now come to

11 as in higher positi
ave as the one under reference, the late Mr.

ted out of several on record will, I venture to think,

by others in my positioh, as we

i ; hic was l’l()tv SO g 1ig

H”(,l('l'.qtilnd ‘;hdt mn a case W]]l(.]l b : N ‘ '
’ = ss1 t C cror (J’ (?.1‘ l(‘]li l].c @ ()P aln ,\I Ot (l(’(lvd “] 0 ]“—u

\V]l(,‘ll he was th(’ J&.h. Slsi it ()“(’ t L2 s I(l 1 ‘I I 1 1 l

itti similar 'he Government can easily as-
after committing a similar offen.ce. The Gove an es .}.
I am unable to obtain. Am T then to be thus sacrificed

1 considered to be a Public Officer’s imperative duty in

Overbury,
taken shelter on a tree,
certain the facts of the case which
for merely doing what has always bee
such cases in Malabar ?
{5. That I have throughout r it

' ' ies Wi ar fr » following cases and the printec
enerey in the performance of my duties will appear from the following I
nerg)

copy of the testimonials. (Ezhibit. E.)

nv service of over 24 years displayed courage and

(&) A murder was committed at Beypore the former Railway terminns in Mala-
a ik : i
. RE g e D R ey -
bar. The parties being Moplahs resisting detection, three | 0].1c.e Inspectors
were detailed to work out the case. Their united efforts failing, I had to
-ore detaile
take up the case myself. I had to go out during nights and at last suc-
coeded in bringing the offenders to justice. The Government was pleased
pe e Shair < by

specially to commend my action. (Vide G. O. Judicial Lepartment, dated
30th April 1879, No. 992.)

() When a great five broke out in the Manantoddy bazaar in the Wynaad (tl(‘me
to the Taluk Office building, my exertions to arrest the progress of the
conflagration were noted with approval by the Govgrnment. (Vide G. O. Ju-
dicial Department, dated 21st March 1887, No. 623.)

I was acting as Tahsildar of Kurumbranad, a Moplah named

a peon in the execution of his duty in the pre-

The latter and others had to shut

(¢) In 1887, while
Mayan Pokker murdered
sence of the Sheristadar-Magistrate.
themselves up in a house, antil T arrived on the spot within an hour of the
hems

S ctnrience. In the interval, the Moplah killed @ woman and a child, burnt

Louso and betook himsel : :
ii:ioz;l(:er persons. The knife he used was also a country knife. Hearing
that the Moplahs of B
1 went out to effect his : e
daybreak, I beseiged a newly built Mosque the upper storey of which
ave taken shelter. He was called out to surrender
nding that I was deter-
(Vide my

f to the jungle exclaiming that he would yet

adagava were giving him food and shelter at mghl}
arrest during nights, and on the sixth day, before

the murderer wasknown to h
but refused using menacing language. On fi
mined to arrest him, he committed suicide by cutting his throat.
reports to the
March 1887, respectively.) This case was also specially rep
ernment at the time by Mr. Logan,
(d) In October 1892, the Tapper’s strike began in North Malabar. I was sent as
Tahsildar of Kottayam Taluk in November 1892. The landlords were re-
ported to be encouraging the strike and lending their assistance to the
strikers. They committed very serious rioting and other breaches of the
5 ‘ }eacé, even assaulting the Police. It was feared at the time that the
. strikers would rise in a body and commit further lawlessness. How
serionsly this matter was looked upon, the Government are probably aware
of. Fearlessly and energetically I worked, until I broke through the strike

|
orted to the Gov-

District Magistrate, Nos. 1190 and 1274, dated 17th, and 23rd ¥ jc, -4
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suctessfully, Messrs, Bradley and Twilgg (the then Collector and the Sub+
Collector, respectively) will, 1 humbly hope, vouch for this fact. This
engendered a feeling of bitter hatred against me which continues to this
day. But I had the consolation of having proved true to my salt and won
the satisfaction of my superiors, the Board and the Government,

D 4

i ' ‘ (8% Authenticated copies of the following Exhibits are also appended.)

(EXHIBIT. A.)
BADAGARA, 2:){}; MIL_I/ 189‘4', at GJL P. M.

To,
16. In the face of these iustances and of the favourable opinion expressed by my

superiors, it is most heart rending to me, that I should now be left adrift by a paternal
Government, whom I had served for such a long period, for

THE JOINT MAGISTRATE,
Tellickerry.

the simple reason that 1 was found

ney—an opinion which I beg to submit, was
formed without having the full facts of the case before them.

to have lacked courage in coping with an emerge

SiR,

.room in the office, and breathless with haste,
h knife in hand, stabbing all he could

flice
At quarter to 6, an old Moplah ran to my 07¢

y it
nning to and fro wi ; ;
%old me his brother had gow ey he ifnot seized or somehow killed, more

g nd if : Police, and
find, that all the shops were closed, and 1 ¢ he had left the office. Sent word to the Polic g
will happen. T asked for the Magistrate, gt Again several persons at random (Mop
V p 4 , (=]

’ e one. 4 . has-
.d the Police have g : x more harm. T ha
:em AT ik i Iil;;n;: {he office and cried that the man was doing

ahs and Hindus) came runn

tened to the b d. On gomn way v le running for life and
azaar by the Blmga ow roa g 1 ga little wa) I saw peop ,

: : i ; d bel gtabbed I came back to collect men, when a

‘ 1 en =8 ‘

hi ha

ithout
: 7 id we could not go wi
told me that the Policemen anfl 3bﬁid g The Police Head Consbabkle s:; e s bl
“' | . T a X - .y
Constable was brought bath;’d 12 sticks with them- The Po]lllce to: S s e
b ed some men hav § e i }
o gl g et " tOS;ded and met him. He came wielding ht 1:
“0Cee il e
B pf ¢ stop him. Then two or three mfn.e s
o AR He is making enquiries. 1f

i rived. .
he Magistrate then arrive ‘. = g
would have been serious.
es
quenc

17. In conclusion, I beg to bring to your Excellency’s notice that this is the
first occasion on which I have submitted any explanation as to my conduct in the aff
The only statements of mine, that were given before, were one,
to the Joint Magistrate despatched hurriedly to cateh

occurrence, the other, a deposition by me before the

serious results

air,
my English report (Eehibit, 4.)
the post a few minutes after the

Stationary Magistrate made about half
an hour afterwards, and another made before the J oint Magistr

f } a brief recital as to how Kadiri came by his death.
| any explanation of iny conduct, nor was it conside
conduct then required any explanation.,

ate the following day, all giving
In none of the above

statements was there

o

red by any of my superior officials that my
[ beg further to state; with all
mission, that if I did not intend to do my duty I woul
i was engaged iny in order to 2o to the sce

deference and sub-
d not have left my office and the
ne of the disturbance and give
secure the fanatic. I would also respectfully ask your Excellency whether it w
to calmly consider and debate all the circumstances, witl
in front, who, in defiance of the repeated orders
against the Police, brandis]ling his knife and thre
wounded two men, with the inte

not a4 single shop was found open. Ll
matches and trying to set fire to the a; ;
knife. The Police fired two shots on‘ the c‘)m
were fired, which hit him, and he died. T 3
- the man was not shot before the dark, the cons

ize him.
that no Moplah tried or helped to seize il

work I
my personal help to

as possible
1 an armed irrepressible desperado

to lay down the knife, was making
atening their lives; after
ntion to kill, though mere

Si THU.
Signed) A.CHA s
i Tahsildar Magistrate.

having already
chance averted their death.

18.. Now that I have submitted

a brief but unvanished description of what took
place and the attendant circumstances, may I venture to hope, your F

ixcellency will be pleased
to exculpate me fully and to consider my conduct in the ¢ase entirely blameless
long service of 24 years under Gove )

J—

[f my past

' rmment can be of any ayail ;if acts done during that period b J. BRADLEY, EsQUIRE:
| quoted above, which conclusively show that T am not one to ghipk danger under p_,' : RS Magistrate of Malabar,
‘, circumstances, can be now urged ; and if there ig virtue in Past reputation ?b(ur l»(fl “fl]r;g S KaxyamprrLy Hussax, oF Kurumbra-
i to urge, that all these may be pleaded in exoneration of what may “()t’ : rsrlcbpect ully Jumble Petition of MARATHANATHY BA
amount to an error of judgment. The loss of pay and pension and N m): :j"te“ f“t the ’1"‘»’Sta W‘:a;u Talug.
j , the deprivation of any means of future live]ihood, and the stigma, of ¢ \i,, ip ¢t of promotion, . ) b T s
i punishment too severe and out of all proportion to wh; b @ -n‘ owardice to ])()Ot, form a Ly SHEWETH. to convey the following grievances to yo s
\‘ MY ‘ . : ab Government thought te be g fault on REsPrCTFUL bly begs
T my part, in the absence of the explanation herein submitted i Vs,

(50 ost hum
t Petitioner M R i
i eet with due justice me © Kadiri” was a trader by profession up to
bumbly hope to ™ - 's younger brother by na three shobs he ¥an for mafohy;
That your Petitioner & f);om ;is own shop, and from where after thre : i i
3 sti
the date. He was mlfull)l'l Bll:othe Constables ill-treated the deceased on the onset, are ¥
he . :
by whic
and the two batons,
his shop. f
That Petitioner

Under these circumstances I venture to hope that your Exe
‘ ' i “XCe
graclously pleased to restore mo to my position, op should
. 3 2 ) !
dient, I beg I may be granted that

lleney in conneil my be
such g course be

hich | may be f

; : : eemed inexpe-
amount of pensl()n’ to w p

ound entitled

TrLriorERRY,

i i the 26th
iti he Joint Magistrate of Malabar on
is deposition on oath to t :
gavle'h‘:ls P:)titioner was given to understand that with glet . Sonstav]::::!
e 1 k. Petitioner

ql’:?;:r has likewise desperately shot the deceased o;x r;s n;zve Ny e
: i 5
conceTrnn rwed, ks ?::smfor a considerable time at Kurumbranad Talug an y
i i bjects to Her Majesty’s Government.

; d peﬁﬂﬂ ble a';l | 4 by the most art of respectab e traders at Ba,dagara,
- ?'.*hv That Petitioner is prepared to prove by B :
e - W

. ‘ e,
d has never been laboring under insanity, nor was such arbitrary proceedings
e » .
oy it 1o and their present wilful attempt is best known to themselves,

"D I most respectfully beg to remain,
2 ‘e November 1894, our Excellency’s
Most obdt, and humble servant,

/?Z"‘/ 7z 4 ';

instant, and subse

destroy him necessary,




Under the above painful circumstances, Petitioner looks to your Honour to be graciously

pleased to cause an investigation jointly with the Joint Magistrate of Malabar and grant Petitioner
reparation in this lamentable case, for which act of justice, Petitioner shall, as in duty bound,

BADAGARA, } EVER PRAY.
 30th May, 1894. (Signed)
3 (EXHIBIT. C.)
f) ; ! PROCEEDINGS OF THE DISTRICT MAGISTRATE OF MALABAR,
J L .
k = Darep 20t June 1894, Dis. No. 5b01 of 94.
) : m s
¢ it Read again petition of Marathanathy Kannambelly Hussan of Kurumbranad Taluk, bro-
i‘ ther of Kadiri, dated 30th May 1894, praying that an investigation may be made into the shooting

of his brother, and some reparation made to him.

Read also letter, dated 19th June 1894, from the Joint Magistrate reporting on the above

’ petition.

ol B, —

The Petitioner will be informed that the inquiries held by the Superintendent of Police aiid
] Joint Magistrate have proved that his statements to the District Magistrate were false and malicious,
and that as he has failed to show that he has been injured in any way by his brother’s death, he does

S

! ‘ not appear to be entitled to any compensation.

- (Signed)

District Magistrate.

(EXHIBIT. D.)

Statement on affirmation of Kariatil Paloli Edathil Govindan Nambiar of Ayan jeri Amsom
Kurumbranad Taluk.

I I sent the letter produced (Enclosure 4) to the Collector. I was in Badagara on the aftep-
'i " noon of May 25th. I was going from my own native place Kariyad to my wife's house at Ayenjari. T
was buying some glasses at a shop in the bazaar being just about to start by boat. It was about 5
o'clock. A large number of Hindus, Tiyyars and Nairs, came running eastwards in grveat fear. I asked

H what the matter was. One or two persons said, a Moplah is coming running with a knife to stab and
| 8 7 - . . .
‘*’1 ' kill.” T said “could not you have told the Police” ? People continued to come running, some falling

down through fear. I went down into the lower bazaar to see what was really the matter. Four of
my servants went with me. I had a stick. T was not afraid. T have shot a tiger. Some people were

i ¢ quickly closing their shops, as I passed. Five or eight stout Moplahs were conversing in a ain-

l |- gelly shop. I went in to hear what they were speaking of. I asked why they did not arvest the man.

" They paid no attention, but went on conversing. I descended from the verandah. People were still

& : fleeing in all directions. I looked westwards, and sawa Moplah running to and fro, with a knife in

H his hand. There was blood on his face. I saw him catch a Chernman whont he made sit down on the
i

158 | road and said, “how many wounds should I give you” ? “ Into how many pieces should T ent you’ ?

Another Moplah came and begged him as a Tangal not to do anything to such a poor man. Then

the mad Moplah (Kadiri) said to the Chernma go” and kicked him. The Cheruma ran for his life.
Then a Saniyasi was passing with a ¢ Murida.” “ The mad Moplah seized him and stabbed him. I

don’t know in what part. The Saniyasi cried out “Iyyo.” The Saniyasi fell down—as he did so T
withdrew, thinking I would be cited as a witness. I went down to the hoat—after releasing the
Cheruman and before seizing the Saniyasi, [ saw the mad Moplah strike two or three matches, and
throw them at the roofs of houses, They were blown out by the wind. I told my servants to go for
the Police ; but they said, ““ we don’t know if the Saniyasi is dead, we may be cited as witnesses.
We had better go away.” I stood by the boat for ten minutes. People continued to come saying, * he

sl Bolka ) e B s
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is coming.” T got into the hoat and went down the canal. One Naligai or 1} after embarking,
I heard 4 or 5 shots. I heard that the Saniyasi went to the Hospital. When I went there, I heard
that a Constable had already been stabbed by the mad Moplah. T heard that when the Constable
tried to seize the Moplah, the latter ran and stabbed him. T also heard that another Bayraghi or
Saniyasi had been stabbed at the same time. I don’t know which it was that went to the Hospital.
I could not be sure that any wound was actually inflicted on the Saniyasi that I saw. Isaw the blow
aimed and the man fall. It was a white handled knife with a blade about 8 inches long. I wasabout
10 or 20 yards from the Moplah when he seized the Cheruma. He appeared to me to be a fanatic ;
he only tried to attack Hindus. A mad man would have attacked all sects. He appeared to be
somehow out of his senses. I told several Moplahs that if they would help me and my servants, we
would seize him. They refused saying he was a very strong man, and even if we all joined, we could
not secure. Some of the Moplahs were laughing and seemed to look on it as an amusement. All
the Hindus were much terrified. None of the Moplahs attempted to secure him. Blood was coming
from his foot. I heard that a cow had been slightly wounded by him, but did not hear particulars,
I did not see the Police or Tahsildar from first to last. My Tarward possesses property worth Rs.
15,00,000. T am the 4th from the Karanavan in order of seniority,

(Signed)
Joint Magistrate,
6th June 1894,
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FroM,
'A. CHATHU,
Late Tahsildar, Kurumbranad Taluk, 4|
MALABAR.

To,

His EXCELLENCY
THE GOVERNOR OF MADRAS
IN COUNCIL.

Ear. -

Dated
November 1894. i

Received

ENCLOSURES. 5.

Begs to bring to notice the full facts cori-
nected with the shooting of a Moplah by the
Police at Badagara, and requests that, on
the facts now disclosed, Government will
be pleased to reconsider its order No. 2107
Judicial Department.
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GOPIES OF CERTIFICATES.

1. Chathu the present Sub-Magistrate of Tirarangady is the most active of
the officers of that grade in Malabar. Patience and tact will make him a trust-

R e Tl -

worthy and valuable officer. 1T hardly knew any one enter upon his work with so i
much zeal. I watched him carefully and was intending to give him a step as soon G

as an opportunity occurred.

(Sigd)  G. McWATTERS,

2. * * * Twill record in this letter that your work at Tirurangady was
most exceedingly well done. You took up the range when it was in a disgraceful
state and when I left, it was peaceable and in good order. The Revenue also came

in more freely and in the matter of the cultivation of the Venjally lands you
deserve great credit, as the lands had long belit waste.—

Cases under you were not hushed up so frequently,—

In fact I found you the most hard working straight forward. executive officer
I have come across in this country, and as you have not shirked going to the
Luccadives and doing other distasteful work I hope you will soon be a Dy. Collector.

(Sigd)  W.'¢. UNDERWOOD.,

3. A. Chathu Sub-Magistrate of Quilandi has accompanied the Regiment on
its march from Ellatur to Chombay Paramba. He has been very hard working and
made all arrangements most satisfactorily. There has not been a single hitch on
the march up to this.

(Sigd.)  G. BAKER,
Major, Commanding 2nd Hamp Regiment.

4. For some months that you have been Tahsildar of this Taluqg (Wynad) I
have had every reason to be satisfied in the way that you have done your work
both Magistrate anq Revenue—and especially for the way you satisfactorily ex-
amined and clearly made out the accounts in the recent large misappropriation in
the Ganapathiwattam Amsom. T hope you may soon have permanent promotion
to Tahsildar, % ‘

(Sigl)  W. E. UNDERWOOD.

9. A, Chathu Sub-Magistrate of Quilandi has accompanied the half Battalian
Bgdfordshire Regiment through his District and has made every arrangement
possible for the move, and given every satisfaction. ‘

(Sigd.) W. WELHERELL, :

Lieutenant Colonel.
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6. A. Chathu Sub-Magistrate of Quilandi accompanied the Wing under my

command from Elathoor to. Chombay Paramba. He arranged every thing most

satisfactorily, he could not have managed better. 3

(Sigd.) LAMBART H. SKENBE, Oaptain.

it

7. 1 was glad hear from you, and sorry to hear that you are not a Deputy
Collector yet. Wait with patience. Every thing comes to him who waites

long enough. * * ¥

(Sigd)  H. M. WINTERBOTHAM.

——

8. * * * JIn conclusion I take this opportunity of recording my high
appreciation of the intelligence and energy of the present Tahsildar who has, on all
oceasions, rendered me the greatest assistance whenever it was sought.

(Sigd.) A. BE. CASTLESTUART STUART.

'

9. * * * The Collector notes with satisfaction Mr. Stuart’s remarks
recarding the assistance afforded him by the Tahsildar A. Chathu.
(Sigd.) W. LOGAN.

10. T have known A. Chathu for two months during which time he has acted

as Tahsildar of Palghaut. He has worked extremely hard and has given satisfaction
in every way. I know no one who is more worthy of promotion.
(Siad.) ROBERT B. CLEGG.
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His Excellency The Right Honorable

BEILBY LAWLEY BARON WENLOCK G. GrSok

GOVERNOR OF THE PRESIDENCY OF MADRAS,
FORT ST. GEORGE.

The Humble Memorial of Keloth Appu Kurup, late
Second Class Constable N; 0. 815 of Badagara Police Station,
Malabar District, at present residing in Pannianore Amshom
Kottyom Taluk, North Malabay.

Most Respectfully Sheweth,

I. That Your Excellency’s Memorialist is one of the Constables dismissed
from the Service of Government in connection with the shooting, of Kadiri, a
Moplah of Badagara Town, Vide G. 0. No. 2107 dated 30th August 1894. His
dismissal being ordered by Government, and having no appeal, Your Excellency’s

Memorialist most humbly prays for a reconsideration of hig pitiful case in light of

the following explanation he begs leave to offer.,

2. In the depositions given by Your Excellency’s Memorialist before thé
Officers who held enquiry into the occurrence, he begs humbly to state that he had
had no opportunity to render any explanation for his conduct which was subse-
quently condemned. Your Excellency’s Memorialist therefore humbly appeals
to Your Exce]lenoy to take the following, his explanation into Your Excellency’s
most benign consideration.

3. Your Excellency’s Memorialist together with the other two Constables was
condemned for “gxtpeme cowardice in failing to fall upon the Moplah Kadiri
and disarm him” which, it is said, could have been effected, “either when he
attacked No. 896, or refuged to surrender to the Second Police party.”

4. Your Excellency’s Memorialist most respectfully begs to submit that when
16Ws was brought that Kadiri had been at large proving dangerous to the public, he
showed no hesitation to 80, armed though he wag only with a baton. Kadiri was
personally known to the Memorialist and wag regarded by people in the Town to
be a person of extraordinary museular strength and a skilled and powerful athlete.
The populace in the streét‘.ivuﬂz In & panic and were talking wildly and excitedly of
the man’s dangerous and defiant behaviour in the bazaar. The Memorialist’s
readiness in proceeding without any hesitation reveals that there wag primarily no

cowardice in him.
5. When Kadiri stabbed the Sanyasi the Memorialist and the othep three
(fonstables lost no time to attack the man with their batons with a view to stun op
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disable him.  When the Moplah’s murderous instinet is borne in mind, Men riali
HU, o dlemorialist, .

5 - 1 - e L At . i .
begs to submit that his and the opheu attacking him prevented the Sanyasi from

1 renounced the Sanyasi and
rned on us and stabbe d 0fus ) Memoral s Ros . + A
turned o d ‘one of us. ' Memorialist begs to submit that; eithe

being killed. As soon as we began striking him Kadir

. r he or
the others did not run away and leave the wounded Constable to the mercy of ]

) A ) 1¢
hers stgod firm and

, | : By this time No. 866 had
§ ireceived his wounds and had fallen; he was bleeding profusely

fainted. The Head Constable ordered us to take

and return.

murderous-minded Moplah ; on the contrary, that he with the ot

‘continued to attack the Moplah who broke himself off.

and immmli:m-lv

uy Y.
1p  the Wouneded ('(msl;ll)]l'

6. That this abandonment of the Moplah was a course of actio

; I 2 which he and
the other Constables were compelled to follow under the circumstances et ailed
4 - ' . 3 7 l( .(
above ; ' roesti ' iali '

above; 1t was not the suggestion of the Memorialist or his Comrades but was the

result of a distinct order from the Head Constable. No charge was 1

; rought
agamst the Memorialist’s heha

viour i the affray or against his retreatine from the
_ . ‘ g A
bazaar by the Head Constable who was leading us.

7. The Memorialist admits ¢ ) '

. morialist admits that he and the other Constables did not suceeed
N arresti : : y I , :

1 arrestimg the Moplah. He humbly hegs to submit that all the powers that could

3 + - 7P > « . - 3 3 4
be put forth were actually shown. They had to cope with a man of singular
powers, maddened with excitement and frenzy ; none of the Moplahs in the Town
would come forth to help in the least degree; he had seen that all their combine
efforts only resulted in one of their numbers falling and all that he has to submit
humbly is that the Moplah was more than a match for four of us, much less stron oly
built, and succeeded in breaking himself off. It will he graciously allowed tliat

there was no cowardice in becoming the weaker of two contending parties.

8. Your Excellency’s Memorialist begs further to state that the Memorialist
and party met the Tahsildar who was on his way to the hazaar. No. 896 was at
once sent to the Hospital in Charge of No. 560, while he and the other t\\ju '
Uonstables were taken to the Station by the Head Constable, the Tahsildar waiting:
on the road. At the Station he and the other Constables were each served with.

arbine and ten rounds of cartridges. The Memorialist asked the Head Constablo
why ball cartridges were served while there were blank cartridges in the Station
and was told that the Moplah should not be allowed to remain at large for the
night for fear of serious damage to the whole town, and that he should be captured
dead or alive before dusk. The Memorialist further begs to add that when he and
the rest had joined the Tahsildar he asked the Iattelndf$ as to the use of loaded

guns and received a reply to the same effect.

9. When Memorialist and others returned to the scene, the Moplah had put
on the turban of the wounded Constable and his face and body were besmeared
with blood; all his relatives and fellow townsmen had fled in terror. At the sight,

of us for the second time he became excited and wild, and steadily advanced

:

:. ade TP A DAL

—
4 ¥

L i

'. 1o his knife in- the air: The scene took place in a small quadrangle ihere
l)-r(l‘/'(”l‘“:;\\:‘bl-mes meet, and the position of the Memorialist and others we-re no%
‘ zw)l ]Am‘lt V) el;luhlc them to make any manceuvre to trip lium or disable o in un,\’.
e sover, no time for deciding upon any well concerted plan of
wav. There was, moreover, ; | Sk

: k. As the Moplah approched, the Tahsildar and the Head Constable av 1C :
mm{"" .]‘ il;l ;\0 lav the knife down bub he was heedlessly ‘pressing forward and there
()HT' 3 l, ,i] ;10 space for any other movement, the Memorialist and the other
S lly 1v retreated in an orderly manner and had already reachéd a blank
( ””Sf;:h:;: ;1:\:1 i)f t‘he Jane.  According to orders given af. the time by the Head
““““..‘.1.1];@1141 the Tahsildar, shots were fired into the ground with a view to
f":;ti':l;;‘ (]xim; this only induced him to rush madly forward when another
intimidate

«fable fired at the man,
Constable firgd o6 of immediate peril to their lives, the Memorialist and another

in spite of which he had almost neared us, and having

3 > < ‘)]‘I
felt to be in dange |
¢ shots, one of which proved fatal.

fired the two las [ , |
ainst the Memorialist that he fired the last shot

10. That it has been urged ag

B o int at he and the other
» Lo most humbly begs leave to point out that he and tl

t distinctly been ordered, on starting ouywith loaded arms, tha

Id not be taken alive befm‘e‘(]usk. ] This

« without orders,

(‘onstables had mos 7
4 to be shot down if he cou

v MO S un
the Jory bject with which ball ammunition had been served out.. T'hat
088 object

ras the expr ; . A T i

L Lt I:ﬁ 5 (c orders werbs ot given for firing at the man, the Tahsildar and

althonohvammei e L R

alghong (onstable were present near at hand and had not countermanded then
T 1 Constabie W . =

the Heac

’ tions. ~There was opportunity for both Officers to have prevented
original instructions.

. Thé. absence
two shots if they had objected to the shots fired by No. 581, o S
he last two shots : in PR Ry PR
! | termanding orders was sufficient, warrant to the Memorialist .to exercise,
of such coun i & s - : sxplieitly giver
.%o inent danger of his life, the order which had been explicitly given.
in 1m il =

That Your Humble Memorialist, therefore most respectfully claims that

¥ E = wowardly, that
delivering the last shots cannot be characterised as cowardly t

when

11
liis action I ’ Jo .
ialist’s superior Officers were present on the spot and they had originally
rialiIst's Suj

Meino ; :
! 1 a distinet order to shoot the man; when that order was put into operation
jssued a als

G : - : : - ino v attitude
1othing in the shape of a cancellin direction was given; if anything, the attit
o

.
. P L ] 3
f the superior ( )ficers was such that Memorialist and his comrades could only be
) 1€ B

wrranted in following up the one instruction given.
warrante :

19 3
ihe knife with which the Moplah was armed. That knife has been described as a

This deseription may lead to the inference that the weapon was :L‘Q]

That the Memorialist would here crave leave to put in a few words about

table knife. | .
‘ - "ONGer madue soule
Jlight and ineffective one. Tt was in fact a larger one and stronger made and cou
slig :

easily be productive of serious harm to life. ‘
13. That it has been alleged against the Memorialist, that the butt end of the
-un might have been used to knock the Moplah down. To this allegation he most
; ; bmit that, in the excitement of the moment that method of att ack‘}:

hunbly begs to su e gy Y
lid not strike the mind of the Memorialist and that no direction to that effect ¥
did not stkKe

was given.

AT™
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14. The Memorialist begs briefly to summArise that he was not a free agent,

in the whole proceeding; that every step of his action was performed under the
orders of his superior Officers who were with him; that gracious allowance should
be made to his excitement naturally induced by seeing what appeared to be serious
bodily injuries to his comrade and the Samyast; that there was no time for any

P

sober thought or reflection; and that in whatever independent action he was
expected to do if ought has been wanting, he may be graciously, pardoned and not
visited with such extreme punishment.

15. He bears of a record of exceptionally good conduct in all his service and

has worked to the fallest satisfaction of his superiors in the Police Department.

16. That under all these circumstances Your Excellency’s most humble and

unfortunate Memorialist respectfully prays that Your Excellency may be most

graciously pleased to order his reinstatement in the Service.

For which act of mercy and gracious justice the Memorialist shall as in

e
i e e

duty bound.
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ResPEOTFULLY SHEWETH,
That Your Excellency’s most humble and unfortunate memorialist, who |
was a poor Constable in the honored service of the benign Government, most res-
pectfully submits the following circumstances for Your Excellency’s most gracious
and just consideration.
That on the afternoen of 25th May last, a Moplah of Badagara ran amock
in the streets of that town and wounded 2 Sanyast as algoa Constabla who attempt-

Y Spn— S

v ———— :

!D.LG- S.? 16 N{s"v';j

T
ARSI

ed to apprelend him. That thereupon, your humble memorialist and four other
Sy Constables were ordered out with oarbines and ball ammunition, in command of the
| 7 | Head Constable. That the Tahsildar who accompanied them distinctly ordered
¥ | that if the fanatic was not taken alive by sun-down he was to be shot down. That
{ when memorialist and the others reached the scene of the fanatic's doings, they
found him, with the wounded Constable’s turban set on his head, and brandishing
his knife with shouts of defiance. The man’s relatives were called upon to capture
him, but they fled at the very idea, so fierce and intimidatory wasthe fanatic.
The Police then asked the man to surrender, but he only advanced defiantly and
said the bullets would not hit him. As he continued to advance dangerously,
the Police, by order of the Head Constable, fired so as to miss but frighten him.
The fanatic came on undeterred and when quite close upon another Constable
that man fired and hit the fanatic in the stomach. The fanatic still continued to
approach, when memorialist and another Constable fired and one of these shots
gave the man his “ coup de grace ”
That memorialist and the other Constables have been dismissed by the
Madras Government for alleged extreme cowardice in not having fallen upon and
disarmed the fanatic.

/////7,%// boloseed]

7 ,//Wuu/wgyﬁ :

That your Excélleney’s most humble memorialist most respectfully begs to
urge that the eharge of cowardice cannot be laid at his door,

That when he was ordered out to go to the scene of fanaticism memorialist
) went readily and did not shirk his task. That when at the scene of crime, although
the whole thing might have tried any one’s nerve, memorialist stood and did not
take to his heels as he might have done.

{ That boyonets have not been supplied to the constables at Badagara and the

L guns themselves being breach-loading ones already loaded with cartridges, the
butt end of the guns cannot have been used as clubs for taking up the fanatic ‘

alive. |

fe

That the mere act of shooting cannot be construed into cowardice. That me-
morialist first fired away from the fanatic according to orders, and later, when
another Constable fired and hit the fanatic in the stomach, no order to stop firing
was given, wherefore, and bearing in mind the original order that if by sundown
the man was not taken alive he was to be shot down, memorialist was morally
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sastified in his act, moreso as he was only cruel to be kind, the fanatic havmg
J

already got a telling wond in his stomach which could not dbut end him sooner or

later i s y
That the charge of cowardice is alleged to Jie in the ecircumstance that no

effort was m%;de to take the man alive. Memorialist most humbly begs leave to
urge that this is a point on which the only explanation to be given is that, situat-
ed as he was, with such a revolting scene before him—a fierce and powerful maniac
advancing, quite regardless of death, brandishing a knife and threatening to take
life—there was hardiy opportunity for memorialist to exercise the least amount
of discretion or thought as to “what course was most humane or desirable. That
no one canregret more than memorialist himself that he did ever shoot at a
fellow creature, though that fellow creature wasa desperate and murderous fan-
atic. But, it must be most graciously remembered that memorialist was doing only
what, in the heat of most exceptional circumstances, and more especially bearing
in mind the original order of the Head Constable and the Tasildhar, he looked
upon as his mere duty which even the best of local authorities, viz, the Inspector
General of Police and the District Mrgistrate, observed to be legal. That it must
also be most graciously remembered that your humble memorialist had nothing
to restrain him from firing his shot, for just previously, a comrade had fired

and wounded the fanatic, and no mark of displeasure proceeded either from the
Tashildar or the Head Constable.

That your memorialist has in the statement he made before the local authori-
ties urged the plea of self-defence, and he now most humbly begs to state that

while that statement is partially the truth, due weight must also be attached to
the circumstance that the fanatic came on regardless of life and was actuated,

most plainly, by the one object of taking the lives of others. It must also be
most benevolently noted that the night was coming on apace, and the very thought

of thedanger of a fanatic like the deceased being at large during the night was
sufficient to puzzle the head of your memerialist.

That memorialist applied for copies of government orders, &e. in connection
with the case which he has not been furnished with as will be seen from the ac-
companying two memos received by him in reply to his application. He has not
therefore been able to submit any papers with this memorial.

That had your memorialist been actuated by cowardice, there is no probabi-
lity he would have acted as he did. All the unfortunate circumstances go clearly
to shew that he was impelled by a sense of duty. Thatin his limited wisdom, he
doubtless formed a highly erroneous and lamentable conception of that duty.
At most, this has been his crime, but as this was a crime of the head and not of the
heart, your Lordship’s most humble memorialist with the utmest humility and de-
ference prays that mercy may be shewn him and that he may be most graciously
reinstated- For which gracious mercy,

Your Lordship’s most humble Memorialist shall as in duty bound
EVER PRAY.
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