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5 Indian Arms Act.

unicating to certain officers, for report,
letg:'mff;m the G%vemment of India relative to a
proposed amendment of the rules restricting the
quantity of arms that may reasonably be possessed
by certain classes and persons and declaring that 4
the exemption granted to members of district and : ; (
Jocal boards will be personal to existing members
while they continue as members and will not
extend to those hereafter appointed.
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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT.

Reap—the following paper :—

From J. P. HEWETT, Esq., c.1.k., Officiating Secretary to the Government of
India, Home Department (Public), to the Chief Secretary to the Government
of Madras, dated Calcutta, the 23rd February 1895, No. 226.

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, No. 45, dated the 10th
ultimo, pointing out that the restriction in the notification of this department,
No. 1012, dated the 29th February 1892, of the exemptions granted therein to the
possession of such quantities of arms as may be declared to be reasonable for the persons
exempted to carry or possess, does not apply to other classes exempted in paragraph I
of the Home Department Notification, No. 518, dated the 6th March 1879, as amended
up to the present time. The (-:}ox.rernor in Council suggests the desirability of extend-
ing the application of the restriction to other classes and persons; and as an instance
of the existing anomaly it is represented that, as the notification of the 6th March
1879 now stands, a native member of a local board is entitled to possess an unlimited
quantity of arms, whereas a European military officer is, strictly speaking, liable to
prosecution if he possesses more than a ¢ reasonable ” quantity.

2. In reply I am to say that the proposal to extend to classes to which it does not
at present apply the restriction on the quantity of arms to be possessed appears to the
Government of India, as at present advised, to be desirable, They propose, however
before issuing a notification to- amend the rules in this respect, to invite the ’opinion of
other Local Governments and Administrations upon the suggestion. Meantime, I am
to enquire whether any embarrassment has been caused in the Madras Presidency
from the omissiondfron} other (e3x)er?§;1o(1§s) of ::lhis qualification, which applies expressly
to exemptions under clauses (3), (8), (9) and (15) of paracraph ¥,
of the 6§h March 1879. (15) of paragraph I of the notification

3. I am at the same time to point out that paragraph I, clause (10). of th ifi-
cation of the Gth March 1879, a3 amended by the not:ficatin. .t éhe )2’7ththl§'?1t;§y
1894, does not exempt. members of local or taluk boards, but only such “ landholders
and members of municipal boards and committees” as the Local Government ma
direct, while European military officers are exempt under clause (5) and would not
therefore be at present subject to the restriction prescribed in clause (3).

4. The question of including members of district and local boards among the
exempted classes has beqn more than once considered by the Government of India
and after due consideration negatived. It appears, however, that in Madras thc;

; exemption has been held to appl "
Madras G.0., No. 783, dated 6th April 1880. meml?ers of local fund boards anrc)iptglutlz
164, 24thJanuary 1894, oo a0 mho effect of the orders of |
the Madras Government has been to extend the exemption in a manner not contem-
plated by the rules. The Government of India are, I am to say, opposed to any
extension of such exemptions; but if His Excellency the Governor in Council is
unwilling to cancel those already made, the Government of India will not object to
their continuance, provided that it is made clear that the concession will be personal |
to existing members and continue only so long as they are members of the boards |
in question. For the future, similar exemptions should, with the permission of His
Excellency in Council, be refused.
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Caloutta, the A @ ~February 1595,
SIR,

1 am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your Jetter No, 45, dated
the 10th ultimo, pointing out that the restriction in the Notificationof this
Department, No. 1012, dated the 29th Iebrt_xqry 1892, of the exemptions

ranted therein to the possession of such quantities of arms as may be declared
to be reasonable for the persons exemptcd to carry or POSSess, does not apply to
other classes exempted in paragraph 1 of the Home Department Notification
No. 518, dated the 6th March 1879, as amended up to the present time. The
Governor in Council suggests the desirability of extending the application of
the restriction to other classes and persons ; anq as an instance of the existing
anomaly it is represented that, as the Notification of the 6th March 1879 now
stands, a native member of a Local Board is entitled to possess an unlimited
quantity of arms, whereas 2 Buropean Military officer is, strictly speaking,
Jiable to prosecution if he possesses more than a reasonable” quantity.

9. In reply 1 am to say that the Pmposal to extend to classes to which it
does not ab present apply the restriction on the quantity of arms to be
possessed, appears to the Government of 1ndlp, as at present advised, to be
Jesirable. They propose, however, before issuing a Notification to amend the
rules in this respect, to invite the opinion of other Local Governments and
Administrations upon the suggestion. Meantime, I am to enquire whether any !
embarragsment has been cagsed in the .Madra.s Presu_iency from the eomisston
from other exemptions of this qual}ﬁcatlon, which applies expressly to exemptions|
under clauses (3) (8), (9) and (15) of paragraph 1 of the Notification of thef!

gth March 1879.

) 4, 3. Tam at the same time to point out that paragraph I, clause (10) of the
7% yNotification of the 6th March 1879, as amended by the Notification of the 27th
. * Pebruary 1894 does not exempt members of Local or Taluk Boardg, but only
D guch “ Jandholders and members of Municipal Boards and Committees”’ as

‘ «v,{;w‘m "¢/ the Local Government may direct, while European Military officers are
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Madras G. O. No. 783, dated 6th April 1880.

Lasexempt under clause (6), and would not therefore be at present subject to the

restriction preseribed in clause (3). \ :

4. The question of including members of Distri.ct and Local Boards among
the exempted classes has been more than once considered .by the Government
of India, and after due consideration’ negatived. 1t appears, however, that in
Madras the exemption has been held to

" G.0.No.164, dated 24th Janunry 18u4.  apply to members of Local Fund Boards and
Taluk Boards. The effect of the orders of the Madras Government has been
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