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ASSESSOR CASE,

CALEND At CASE No. 2 of 1895, on the file of the Sessions Court
of Cuddapal.

(Preliminary Register Case No. 9 of 1895, on the file of the Stationary
Sub-Magistrate, of Royachoti).

The 8th day of Januwary 1895.

PrisoNBR :—PotirEDDI VENKATAYYA,

(defended by Mr. C. Narasimha Charlu B. A, B, L.
appointed by Governmeut).

Name, Caste.
Assessors:—1. Kristnam Venkata Subbayya, Komati.
2. Araveti Chelamayya Chetti. Do.

Offence :—Murder, Section 302, Indian Penal Code.
Opinion of Assessors :—Guilty of murder.

Finding of the Judge :— Do.

Sentence:—Death.
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DA T ~ Prosecution Witnesses :—
.. Caleriglar Case No. 2 of 1805, | |
ST A Serial No. j‘ 1.  Chikati Bommayya.
D S KR e s - i sl | 9,  Do. Bommakka.
; 1 ; 3. Karimireddi Bodenna.
Ritiipy Venkatay, A § | 4 | 4, Do. Gangayya.
| : ? | 5. Vodde Bodigadu.
: o SRR g T, —'*‘! J 6. Kondreddi Ramireddi, Village Magistrate of Gualivedu.
Kehan § f’; ‘i 7. Darji Kondayya, Police Constable No. 696.
¥ E | g Defence witnesses :—None.
BRI e o o L SRR % Exhibits filed for Prosecution :—
Balija g g j A. Inquest Report.
il st H o7 2 el Mot G 1 _0 » i E B. Village Magistrate's Bebort to the Taluk Magistrate.
30 years, ag' ; f (. Medical evidenee only the portion marked with blue penecil.
o R AT e ? g ; D. Confessional statement of the accused before the Committing
? } 5 g Magistrate dated 5-12-04.

{ Cooly. |
E. Statement of the accused before the Committing Magistrate

dated 21-12-94.

:

Jixhibits filed for Defence :-—

M

Galivedu, Rayachoti Taluk.
I. Bommakka’s deposition before the Committing Magistrate.

‘eoueptsay |-uonudnaag)

_JUDGMENT.

srd December 1804 Of
. ence The accused Potireddi Venkatay a of Galivedu has been committed on a

-} charge of murder Section 302 Indian Penal Code. That there has been a terrible
, murder there is no doubt and the only question is whether the accused is the guilty
. person or not. The deceased woman Sekkati Naramma has had her head comple-

srd December 1894, Comphint"

?
|
|

5th December 1804 Appro]wn-l g | tely severed from her hady.  The accused after making a very full confession,
sion, | which was recorded in proper form by the Royachoti Stationary 2nd class Magis-
st e trate on the 5th December 1894, has denied all knowledge of the erime. The
8th January 1895, Commen- prosecution show that I". Venkatayya cut off the head of the deceased S. Nar’aniﬁm
cing trial, | 7. for being unfaithful to him. It was done in the most deliberate manner if the
o Cl , v { ~prosecution is to be believed and there are no circumstances to reduce the crime
8th January 1895 tx‘-)i{:ll.' . : to one of culpable homicide not amounting to murder. He selected a day when the
ez 1 village was empty and an hour when all persons would be at work. There was a
ke : it 9 cock-fight at Tarampalli which carried away the idle peo;.)le and the hour seleeted

_delay., ‘ was 4 .y, when the people of deceased’s caste would bein the fields.
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2. The 1st witness is Cheekati Bommayya the husband of the decensed

woman.  He was away at the cock-fight and returned on what he heard from one
Vemayya. In the morning he had left his wife in good health. When he got home
he met accused P. Venkatayya who was shouting and brandishing a sickle. e
liad on three cloths which were drenched with blood. Witness went to his house
where he found his mother sitting by the corpse of his wife. He ran away home
as the accused chased and frightened him. The 2nd witness Cheekati Bommakka
is the mother of Bommayya, and also grand mother of the deceased Naramma.
She was in the hut where the murder took place.  She stated that Naramma
was baking and she grinding curry stuff.  She heard a ery of “Oh amah”
and looking saw the accused cutting Naramma. She 'abus'ed'him. Helifted a sic-
kle and gave three cuts to Naramma. She cried out fearing she too would be killed
One Bodenna came running along the strect. This man Bodenna is the 3rd wit-
ness and carries on the tale. He did not go to "the cock-fight and hearing a cry
went to the east of the Village where he found 2nd Prosecution witness Bommakka
erying and beating her mouth and with her hands she showed the corpse.  So he
went and peeped into the house and saw Venkatagadu (accused) cutting Naramma's
neck with a sickle, Fle ran as far as a tamarind tree and met Gangayya and spoke
to him and then ran on to the Cusbah Galivedu and told the Village Magistrate and

Station House Officer. The 4th witness Gangayya also deposed to meeting the

accused in the street covered with blood flourishing a sickle and shouting “Kobali”
A Wodder Bodégadn also gave similar evidence.

3. 'T'he sixth witness is Kondareddi Ramireddi the Village Magistrate of
Galivedu.  On receiving information he stated that he went to the Police Station
and obtaining the assistance of Hussain Beg a Head Constable and two Police
Constables he went to the hamlet of Karimreddivaripalli.,  They met the accused
covered with blood and waiving a sickle. The Head Constable after a little induced
him to throw down the sickle which was secured by the 7th Prosecution witness a
Police Constable. The Head Constable secured the accused and they went and
examined the body of the deceased Waramma, The evidence of the Apothecary
Poonen was read at the trial as far as it was admissible. The Magistrate had used
it to get in what was practically a long confession by the accused. This was not
read to the assessors. It scarcely needed skilled evidence to prove the canse of
‘the death of the poor woman. The 7th witness Darsi Kondayya is Police Constable
696 L who picked up the sickle. He had been told off for duty at Parampalli for
the - cock-fight. But from information he got he proceeded to Karimreddivaripalli

and yyas by fair means inducing the aceused to proceed to the Police Station when

he was met by the Village Magistrate, Station House Oﬁiéer and the 2 Polic;e Cons-
tables.: - This is shortly:the evidence for.the prosecution saye as to the motive for
the crime.

5

4. The accused. Venkatayya madea long statement accusing the Village
Magistrate Kondared i Ramireddi 6th Prosecution witness of enmity arising from

hig refusal to work and alleges that the case is concocted against him. This

amounts to,accusing the Village Magistrate of committing a murder to get him into

trouble or at all events trying to murder the accused on a false charge. As urged
by t,l;lelefu'qed Vakil Mr. Narasimhacharlu . &. 8.%. the accused is not bound to

show who was the acbual murderver. I eeased to question the aceused after I ascer-

tained that he denied all knowledge of the offence. But he has not shown his
where abouts on the day of the event. Nor has he accounted for his presence with
a sickle and his body and cloths soaken with blood. To these facts theve 1s over-

whelming evidence. The enmity of the Village Magistrate is only borne out by

the unsupported éta_terﬁ_ent of the accused “ He 13 so t.errible in the Vi]lfxge tl‘lat a
cﬁ’ild‘ doos not dvink milk ”.  To me the Village Magistrate seemed an intelligent
inbffensive rayat and as far as I could judge was not inclined to unduly press the
case.' Tlfe learned vakil for the defence has urged all that can be. There is un-
doﬁbtedly a variation in the evidence of Bomakka the 2nd Prosecution witness.
But 1 was satisfied with her as a witness.  She is old and was undoubtedly. upset.
She certainly allowed that accused was in the habit of visiting her house whl.c:h she
aenied befox'e the Magistrate. But this will be dealt with on the question of
motive. 1t is urged that Bodenna 3rd Prosecution witness could have collet,jted
the villagers. His conduct was not heroie. 3111: he c.ould nf)t have got the villa-
gers together as they were away and he had difficulty in finding any one. I cannot
accept the argument that the old lady Bomakka’s .screams Yvould not be heard.
She went out of the hut and in her terror would raise a con.saderable upr'om'. Then
it is urged that there would not have been time for two witnesses to wu:ness. the
mui-der. We have it in evidence that the deceased's hcad. was hac]fed and a sickle
s not so sharp that a human being’s head can be severed in the swift manner that
it would be by a professional executioner, The learned vakil urged t.hat the a(?cused
would not risk his life by behaving so frantically before witnesses in the nlla;gt-a.
The evidence shows however that in his excitement he was even 1.)1‘oud of his
As it lIeft on the minds of the Assessors so does the evidence leave

rardly deed. ‘
e that Venkatayya was guilty of the murder of Naramma.

on my mind no doubt but

5. From his confession it appears that Naramma though maf'ned to
Bomayya carried on an intrigue with Venkatayya. She. s?erm;s al;o to h.;.:: ;:vioslv:f
herself with one Narigadu.  And Bomakka’s eontradtcfxon i er e:n ot
counted for by her wish to conceal her grand-daughter’s xmsbeha‘vx‘ou'l. 1 Ac-
cused resented the introduction of a third person to her fav?urs. Thls. is b?‘rIn{e 1:;12
by the ciies of the accused when he passed through t.he village crying : 0 .
Kobali” when he declared he would not give up his sickle until.be hafi Nangaflu 8
life, Bomayya and Bomakka though they fenced some what with the questions

s B g
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justly taken my bread ".
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bread as I am unable to work. He has made me a helpless bird . T eould see no ‘ The Honourable <7 <« R %

o reason why Bomayya should not earn his livelihood. He appenved strong and ? 1 and 2 ‘
healthy. He prefers however the pleasures of life afé/ represented by cock-fighting. i 3 Justis %f 7 s
It i3 not proved but is possible that he wag living on his wife’s wages of sin,.  He .i i | The Honourable Mr. Jush
confessed that he suspected his wife but neyer reprimanded her. |
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The murder is a brutal one and I can see no reason
tence less than the extreme one allowed b
I can find, and it will not hold, is the dis

to pass any sen-
y law. The only mitizating circumstance

position of certain classes in this District,
They look on women as chattels on whom to gratify their lust.

with the people of the period when the Pais
Mr. Mayne says they had the lusts of ouran
are allied to the French nobility of the rest

o e

They correspond
acha form of marriage existed, when as

g outangs, or perhaps they more nearly
oration if we are to trugt Mr. Frédéric

" .
They require the lcssons of the school-
master and missionary. But at present,

} : they are only taught by the Tndian ‘. ' :' Trial veferved by the Court of Session of the ’/éf/‘ﬁ W Duvision
‘ Penal Code. i s
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for confirmation of the sentence of death passed upon the said Prisoner in Cas

No. ;2/"—0;‘ the Calendar for 1805
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Souliés, contes in his confession généralé.
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7. The Court agreeing with the Assessors finds that Pothireddi Venka-
tayya of Galivedu is guilty of murder punishable under Section 309

Indian Penal
Code and the Court orders th

at the said Pothiredd; Venkatayya be hanged by the

1 LNoZr/  or 18987
neck until he be dead. i3 T 4
®. The accused was informed that if he wished to appeal to the High | “ ‘ A e S A e |
Court Lis petition must be put in within 7 days.  The accused Pothireddi Venka- i
tay ra declared his intention of appealing. { '
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