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4. As the articles in the newspapers refer mainly to searches on suspicion, I
shall deal in more detail with the four villages in the first group, but I have made
inquiries with regard to all.

5. According to the Pioneer of December 8th, it was stated in the Legislative
Council that only four, not seven, villages were ‘‘ raided.” I have not been able to
find any such statement in any copy of the 1eplies'to which T have been able to obtain
access, but 1t will be seen from the preceding ‘paragraph ‘that there were only four
villages in which searches were made by the Deputy Tahsildar without sworn
information.

6. I first halted at Velgode, after which I proceeded to Atmakur, from which
place 1 visited Guvvalagunta, Kurkunda and Ramapuram and then went on.to Kurnool
to finish the enquiry at head-quarters.

7. The charges made fall naturally under two heads, viz., (1) the alleged raiding
of villages for small articles of forest produce, and (2) the seizure of large timber on
suspicion at the Velgode forest tanna and in the forests. I shall deal with each
separately, beginning with the searches in the villages.

8. ‘Origin of ‘the charges.—The Pioneer bas denied that it received i i
from any Forest officer. It is not likely that there would have begn lﬁ;n?i?:?c%
i communiecation, 'but it is impossi

* Enclosure 2, any one to read ’Ranger Neng)n’ss:llI))l;e;iO:

‘ : against his suspension by the Conservator
without seeing that the appeal.and the articles have a common origin. Mr. Newms ’
has a brother who often lives with him, who is said to have no regular emplo menIt1
but is believed to earn something by writing for newspapers in different grt f
India. Ranger Newman moreover has all along made no secret of the fsct :hot
he wishes to press a number of the charges which have been brought forward \?v
: the Pioneer. He has set them forth ver

+ Enclosare 2. fully in hi:sxh a;;lpeﬂl-petition, + publigh):

ing papers which tell agai i i

and charges as well as those which appear to sgu}?pfrt them. He al%olgfxtt kilils ?;::::38
i the close of the enquiry a further petition 3

+ Enclosure 5. which I forward herewith with a fc\-;

marginal notes. A bitt

has existed for some time between him and the {I:)eputy Tahsildar, wﬁgmp‘le::(()aﬁllefegd
believes to have brought forward some of the cases in connection with the all(:1 ed
smuggling of large tlmbe}-, for the express purpose of throwing suspicion upon%lis
character, and after the discovery in October 1893 of the extensive illicit fellings in
t‘t}e forests,ﬂand t.he consequent suspicions entertained by the Collector with re frd t
his connection with ther_n, he seems to me to have had but one idea, and to havge beeo
unable to look at anything except from the standpoint of his own personal feelings ;)

9. Prevalence of illicit practices.—The District Forest-officer, Mr

request, has prepared a note (appendix. ), on the prevalence of iliicit .p}a(:zig;’sﬁt ;Jlllly
d1_strlc't, and Wl}h reference to smuggling of articles of the kind which have latelmb e
geized in the villages. I shall here quote from Ranger<Newman’s letter No. 342 yd t:el(;
17th _Oc'tober 1893, alluded to in Mr. Lodge’s note, partly because it giveé a ,r a}?’

description of a .well-known practice, and partly because it is as well to shog a[}; ie
completely the widespread existence of smuggling of the kind is admitted b tljv ow
aclive denouncer of the measures which have been taken to combat it Fifan e

“The Chenchus—who live in the forest——select a favorable o i
(Guard is at one end of his beat, to fell a tree in a remote portion ogaf:ugxt'g;y :Bcertlhthe i
end, They are expert axemen and cut up the tree into scantlings of about two feéte' OFPOS‘I‘)G
These they split and fashion into spokes and felloes (Which are very easy of concealme::;) enﬁ‘th.
villagers (chiefly Komaties with whom they have dealings) in collusion with the Chench s eitt 3
send. carts on pretence of fetching thatching grass, and fetch the timber concealed i usﬂ;a} &
they send women to fetch head-loads of grassin which single spokes or felloes are % 1T631:
or the Chenchus themselves, who move fearlessly about at night fetch-the wood b Ooncf &b ,
ways in the dead of night, and deposit it in the houses of the Komaties or merchy steore tg(-
bury the wood in the sand of acjacent streams or hide it in fields, and the villa ex:nas" s
a favorable opportunity to smuggle it in The wood is thus smuggledg;nto tzlez evii]lzzgg
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piecemosl, until it acoumulates into a respectable quantity, as was the case in the recent seizure

made by the Deputy Tahsildar. Large tumber is very rarely attempted to be smuggled. The
timber seized is satin wood plough-shares and plough-shaits, satin wood wheel boxes, and yégi

spokes, felloes and pestles. All these are very easy of concealment.”

From Mr. Lodge’s note it will - also be seen .that the felling of ¢ yégi ” (Ptero-
carpus marsupium) has been stopped since 1890. The manufacture of yégi carts
and cart-wheels, however, has not also stopped, and in support of the cortention that
this manufacture has been largely from smuggled wood, and* not from wood procured
elsewhere, it will be seen that the sales from the Hrnapad depot were trifling in
1893, and that a greatly increased demand set in shortly afterwards, as many as 43
yégi beams, or more than the whole qf the sales at the dep0t _during the preceding
year, having been sold to merchants in the ome ta.luk in which the seizures were
made. One man whose house had been searched in Ramapuram told me, when 1
visited the village, that he was going to get Rs. 1,000 yvorth of ¢ yégi” from the
Ernapad depbt. He added thatthat was because he found it easier to get it there than
from the Nizam’s dominions. The cm.nctflen_ce between this discovery and the active
measures taken to suppress smuggling is significant.

10. Another method of smuggling notalluded to in the Distriet Forest-officer’s note
is bringing reserved timber out of the forests, with the connivance of tannadars, under
the cover of permits for inferior wood. Inan order dated 29th November 1893, after
the seizures by the Deputy Tahsildar, the late District Forest-officer called attention to
the detection by the Velgode Tannadar of an offence of the kind and added “It
appears since that there is no doubt this is a very common practice, and yet this is the
only case that has been reported.”

11. The Deputy Tahsildur’'s searches in villages.—1t being beyond doubt that ex-
tensive smuggling was going on, the Deputy Tahsildar was told both by his Divisional
officer and by the Acting Collector himself, when he saw him on tour in July 1893, that
he was expected to show as much activity as possible, and find out the smuggled wood
in the villages. This co-operation of Revenue officers with Forest officers is an old
practice of the district, and is in fact a recognised feature of the Madras system of
forest administration. Unfortunately the personal feud between the Deputy Tahsildar
and the Ranger prevented any cordial co-operation. On the 20th September 1893,
the Deputy Tahsildar was at Guvvalagunta selling the produce of topes, and checking
the returns connected with the. cattle census,—and here 1t. may be mentioned that in
these villages, the houses often consist of one large room in which cattle are kept on
one side, while the remainder of the room is used both as a d.well'ing and a store-house.
Even in many of the larger houses there is no broad distinction between the store-
houses and the cooking and sleeping apartments. The Deputy Tahsildar states that
while checking the cattle census in Gudi Chinna Venkataya’s house he caught sight
of a new satin wood wheel-box behind a tatty, and on looking round the tatty he saw
a large number of mew yégi felloes, spokes, &c. The Deputy Tahsildar is also a
Magistrate of the Second-class, erppowered to take cognizance of cases upon his own
knowledge, suspicion or information under section 191 (¢), Criminal Procedure Code,
and under section 105 he can order a search in his presence in any case in which he
is competent to issue a search warrant. Acting on these powers he had the place
searched, and seized a large quantity of spokes and felloes in the state in which they
come from the forest, the fibre with which the bundles are usually tied being present in
some instances. ~ This being an obyious case of smuggling he enquired confidentially in
the village, and eventually. made some more searches and seizures. On the following-
day, viz., the 21st September, he made similar searches, with more or less similar results
in Kurkunda, and at Velgode on the 22nd and 23rd September, reporting the whole on
the 26th September to the District Magistrate, the Sub- Divisional Magistrate and the
District Forest-officer. On the 6th October he again made searches at Talamudipi and
reported his action on the lgth. T_hl'S ended the series of searches on his own
responsibility. The articles seized at Virapuram were picked up unclaimed, and the
coarches at Bdurapad and Sivapuram were made on sworn information seven months

afterwards.
19. With regard to searches in-villages—whether in houses or backyards—1
SuppOse {here is no officer who does not regard them w ith dislike, but even in the circular
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quoted by Ranger Newman as prohibiting them, it is stated that there is no objection
to a Range officer occasionally inspecting a village, as they are presumed to have sense
and know when to stop. Whether the Deputy Tahsildar had sense enough to know
when to stop, I shall discuss further on, but if village searches can ever be regarded
as admissible, it must be @n cases where, as in the present instance; it is perfectly
well known that smuggling for trade purposes is rife and the attenuated forest
establishments are powetless to deal with it in the forests. The question is well dealt
with in the last paragraph of the Conservator’s report on Ranger Newman’s appeal
which I quote below for ready reference :—

¢ Tt must be borne in mind, however, that the fact is notorious that theft of wood is rife all
along that border, and local officers occasionally have sources of information on which they are
not only justified in acting, but are forced to act if they do their duty. It is all very well for
purposes of misleading from the main point of enquiry to raise a virtuous protest against house
searching. House searching is certainly a thing to be avoided as much as possible (the remedy
being a sufficiently strong protective staff) : but if there is no acting on good evidence, timber
theft goes on until it assumes -alarming proportions. I remember some years ago when there
were suspicions for a long time about a village in Coimbatore, but there was a feeling against
house search. Definite informatiou came at last, however, and the search showed that half the
houses in the village were not inhabited but were crammed with wood . . . . . . . This
wood had been for the most part fashioned in the forest to make it portable. The ery about
fashioned wood in the petition is an exaggeration. Mr. Newman knows well that much of the
wood is fashioned in the forest. If proof is wanted the issue of permits for spokes and felloes:
will give it ; and no one has shown this more clearly than Mr. Newman in detailing the thefts
by night through the agency of Chenchus.”

18. Number of seizures.— According to the Pioneer the Deputy Tahsildar was per-
mitted to raid villages ¢ literally as if it were an enemy’s country,” and he is said
to bave cleared out the furniture of seven villages. It will be shown hereafter that
practicully nothing which can be called furniture was touched, while the facts as

regards the extent of the clearing out can

* For details see Appendix B, be gathered from the following abstract *

with regard to six villages. The articles

in the seventh were picked up after being thrown out and were comparatively few in
number.

1 Seizures
| o Total
Villages. fonkicd: —
In honses. | Elsewhere.
|
Kurkunda . ve . ve o o 261 b
Guvvalagunta ae o o W e 178 b 4
Velgode R 3 o ap v 5 600 (] 6
Talamudipi .. o & Ko ve vo 251 2 3
Edurapad i o . o £ ¥ 78 8
Sivapuram .. v . . s . 97 1
Total .. 1,466 22 18

Tt thus appears that in villages with 1,465 houses twenty-two seizures were made
in houses and thirteen in other places such as store-houses, cow-sheds, backyards, &e.

14. Places in which seizures were made.—1In the original article m the Péoneer it was
stated that the Deputy Tahsildar had cleared out wholesale the furniture of seven
villages, and this furniture was said to have been seized in the dwelling-houses of
the people. On its being explained that the articles had been mainly seized, not in
the dwelling-houses of ryots but in the possession of timber merchants and carpenters,
the Pioneer replied that every one of the articles made the subject of prosecution
was seized in dwelling-houses. The point of the explanation surely lay clearly enough
in the distinction to be drawn between seizures of furniture in ordinary dwelling-houses
and the seizure of stock in trade in the possession of timber merchants and carpenters,
and the mere fact that workshops and store-rooms frequently form part of the same
building as a dwelling-house does not make the distinction any the less real. Details
of the different articles found in houses and in backyards, store-rooms, cow-sheds and
other places are given in Appendix B, of which the following is an abstract :—

s
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Houses. Other places.

et ——

Number |Articles,| - Value. |Number./Articles. |  Value,

l

) $ | 3?5 A 1-0 RE. A. P.

Timber merchants ..« : 0 =3 105 | 127 4 O

Gzl::pe;ters o ol .. s oo 3 e 8 264 142 4 0 4 28 1112 0

Cflaimed by merchants or carpenters .. 2 236 | 100 4 0 3 9 51 0 0

Ryote { Not claimed by others .. o i 9 101 21 10 0 3 9 3 0 0
-

Total «. 22 1,369 599 2 0 13 161 226 0 O

From the above it will be seen that only a small proportion of the articles seized
was not either found in the possession of timber merchants and carpenters or claimed by
them, and a part of even that smull proportion was proved to have been stored for
carpenters as, for instance, in the Edurapad and Sivapuram cases.

15. I saw all the places in which seizures by the Deputy Tahsildar had been made
in Velgode, Guvvalagunta and Kurkunda, in which three villages 26 out of the whole
35 seizures were made, and it was quite clear that the searches were confined to places
in which it was known to be likely that the articles would be found. In one case, for
instance, Vashtupalli Venkatramudu of Velgode complained to me that his cook-
room had been entered, but he at the same time admitted that wheels, wheel-boxes,
four spokes and a felloe had been kept there. The room moreover did not look like a
cook-room, though I cannot say that cooking had never been carried on there.

16. The figures given above relate only to seizures made by the Deputy Tahsildar.
The list given in Board’s Proceedings, No. 1509, dated 19th November 1894, included
the articles seized in Ramapuram and Guvvalagunta hy the Ranger and those picked
up at Virapuram after being thrown out to avoid detection.
17." Additional searches alleged to have been made.—While I was inspecting the villa-
es, certain people came forward and stated that their _housee had also been searched,
although the Deputy ‘lahsildar had not reported having done so. Charges of this
kind are very likely to be recklessly brought when party feeling has been roused,
and it is significant that cnly one unreported search was alleged in the first village
1 visited (Velgode), four in the second (Guvvulagunta), and five in the third (Kur.
kunda). The searches in the foarth (Ramapuram ) were made, with one exception,
by Ranger Newman under search warrant, and no adrh.tlonal searches were alleged
here. In Guvvalagunta one of the additional houses said to have been searched was
that of Pedda or Baluja Nagappa or Nagaya, and the search was also said to have taken
place at night. The Deputy Tahsildar explained that he went to the house to see
permits which the owner said he could produce in support of timber seized elsewhere,
and on reference to Ranger Newman’s report of the 17th ()gtober 1893 (with File
1X—Appeal records), I find that he there brings a charge against the Deputy Tahsil-
dar of omitting to search this rich man’s house and that of his brother, although he had
repeatedly gone there both day and night. In the same report there is a quotation
from a written statement by the Reddi in which it is said that at about lamplight time
the Deputy Tahsildar went to the brother’s houses to get permits for logs. One of
the other complaints at Guvvalagunta was-also promptly followed by a statement that
the visit was on account of the cattle census and on going to the place I found that cattle
were kept inside the houses. In Kurkunda one of the alleged searches (Sheshanna’s)
was quickly toned down to a statement that the Deputy Tahsildar looked in at the -
door and passed on without entering, and a statement by the brother of an accused
party in one of the cases, to the effect that his cow-shed occupied by two women had
been searched, was denied by the women when I went to the shed. As so many of the
complaints were promptly discredited and the great body of the crowd which followed
me as I visited the houses showed no inclination to support the statements when I
appealed to it, I thought it unnecessary to go any furthe_r into the matter. It formed
no part of the original charges against the Deputy Talsildar, although these charges
were given in great .detail and drawn by no friendly hand. When making the
gearches the Deputy Tahsildar evidently thought he was acting in a vigorous manner
which would secure approval, and he could not, so far as I can judge, have had any
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motive for suppressing mention of these searches if they really took place, while he
reported one unsuccessful search at Velgode and another at Kurkunda.

18. Nature of the articles seized.—In its vindieation on the 8th December of its
article in a former issue, the Piomeer stated that its original charge had been that
private premises had been entered and seizures made of domestic articles, such as
cots, cart-wheels, apd the like, and it justifies this charge by alluding to the seizure
of two cots and saying that it is admitted that seizures were made of spokes and
felloes of wheels, [axle-boxes, ploughs, pestles, legs of cots, cot-frames and other
small articles which are usually roughly fashioned in the forests.” Articles which are
merely rough-fashioned can hardly be regarded as domestic articles in any sense, and
the natural meaning of the Pioneer’s words is that articles in domestic or industrial use
had been seized. Even after quoting the list given above it goes on to say “only
take their cots, wheels and ploughs and you have taken all they have except their pofs
and pans.” Surely this has no meaning, unless the articles seized were articles in use
or fit for use; and yet, except as regards one cot and one pair of wheels, there is npwhere’
so far as I can see, a distinet assertion that any of the articles had been used. I’
inspected a large number of them at Velgode, Guvvalagunta, Ramapuram and Atmakur
(Talamudipi and Edurapad articles) and am thus in a position to confirm generally
the following extracts from the Distriet Forest-officer’s note printed with Government
Order, No. 870, dated 12th December 1894. :

5. The other items in the list which from the names given them might appear to be
fashioned articles, are boxes (i.e.,, wheel naves), yokes, ploughs, pestles, cot pieces, cot legs
cart frames, spokes, felloes and certain agricultural implements. 5

“T must here explain that in order to facilitate carriage out of the hills, articles such as
the above, are ronghly fashioned in the forests and are then called yokes, ploughs, pestles, &c.,
although in reality they are merely bits of roughly shaped timber intended ultimately to be
made into yokes, &c.

¢ This was the condition of almost-all the articles falling under the above denominations ; the
wheel naves were merely blocks of wood about a foot in diameter and in length ; fhe yokes
were poles cut to the length of a yoke, and so with all the other articles,

“In a few cases the carpenter had already made an impression on those blocks ; ont of
fifteen satinwood naves at Kurkunds, four had been shaped ready for use, but in no case were
the articles old, nor had they ever been used.”” :

' My notes recorded on the day of inspection from pencil notes made on the spot are
forwarded with this report. . .

19. With regard to the cots, the District Forest-officer; who wrote from memg
made a mistake in saying that one was unfinished. = His explanation is amongst the
papers submitted (Enclosure 3). -

20. These cots have been made much of by the Pioneer, probably because at first
sight it might seem that out of 1,620 articles seized, two, or at any rate one, might be
claimed as falling within the description applied by the Pioneer to the seizures
generally. It was asserted that the very cots of the people, passed down from
father to son for a generation, ” had been seized and confiscated ; the real fact being
that two cots, apparently forming part of the stock in trade of a timber merchant,
had been seized, concealed on the top of a mosque along with other articles believed
to be illicit, this concealment being proved by independent, testimony.

91. In a later article the Pisneer states that its knowledge about one of the cots
was very minute, and that far from being in an unfinished {:on(ht‘mx.), 1t was a very old
one. A reference to the record shows that the accused himself did not put forward

"any claim to a greater age than two years, and after a careful inspection of the cots

I ean confidently say that they show no sign of having ever been in use, though they
seem to me to have been made of old wood. The edges of the frames are still sharp and
olean cut, which would not be the case if tapes bad been on for any time and only
temporarily removed. The marks of the turning . lathe are fl]so still ‘l)lndthlf em_is
of the cot legs without being rubbed as they would have been if the cots had been in
ordinary use. ; :

99. The two cart-wheels also, which were said to have nearly worn-out tires, had
certainly never been used, though the tires looked as if the)_r h.ad bee_n used before on
other wheels. ~The woodwork of the wheels was new, and it is certain that the axle-
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boxes had never been greased. It is said in the Pioneer that cart-wheels are always

made of old seasoned wood, but yegi (Pterocarpus marsupium) spokes and felloes are

ordinarily fit for use after seasoning for six months.

' 28. Compounded cases.—A few days after the Deputy Tahsildar had made the
seizures at Guvvalagunta and Kurkunda, Ranger Newman submitted proposals for the
composition of five cases arising at Kurkunda, and two at Guvvalagunta, and the
District Forest-officer accepted his recommendations. The Deputy Tahsildar brought
to the notice of the Collector that~ this was opposed to a circular of 1891 forbidding the
composition of cases in which- res_erved timber was concerned, and the Collector
thereupon issued an order which, if he had not recalled it, would have justified his’

being charged with persisting in illegal prosecutions. The order is printed in full in

his letter in the Government Order, No. 870, dated 12th December 1894, and it will
be seen that he cancelled the District Forest-officer’s order compounding the offences
and ordered the prosecution of the offenders. 1In the same order he gave expression to
a suspigion that Ranger Newman desired to save offenders rather than to protect forest
revenue—a suspicion which cannot have been based on the record alone, as the com-
position recommended was on very onerous terms, : :

24, The District Forest-officer replied to the effect that, under section 55 of the Act
the District Forest-officer had certain powers conferred on him in regard to compound:
ing offences, and submitted that it is not in the competence of any one but Government
to limit those powers. It is unnecessary now to discuss the foree of this contention,
for the Colleector noticed that in five cases the composition money had been paid, and
any prosecution thereafter would be illegal under section 55 of the Act. He therefore
issued his No. 653 M., dated 4th December 1893, printed in full in the same letter
as the former, giving the parties the option of paying up again the composition money
which had been refunded, and sent a copy of the proceedings to the Taluk Magistrate
with a foot-note directing him to stay ull proceedings in forest cases. The parties paid
up the money again, and the meident came to an end, though it will be necessary for
me to deal hereafter with assertions which have been made to the effect that fhese
cases were actually transferred to the file of another Magistrate and carried on till a
conviction was secured. In this connection it may also be mentioned that when it
was stated in Board’s Proceedings, dated l?th November 1394, No. 1509, that the
eompositions had not been interfered with, it was not known that a new prosecution
had actually been instituted before the Collector’s first order was cancelled by him.
It now appears that the parties were put upon their trial, but under the second order
above noted proceedings were stayed before judgment was passed. 3

95. In No. 658 M., dateds4th December 1893, the District Magistrate also asked
the Distriet Forest-officer to state whether he was of opinion that the two Guvvalagunta
cases, in which composition had been approved, but the money had not been paid should
still be compounded. The present District Forest-officer, who had in the meantime
joined the district, replied that the cases were much too important to be cumpounded,

y , and in his No. 487, dated 19th . January

* Additional file IX (b) with the Ranger's 1894, Ranger Newman repotted that the

Appeal Records. . parties now declined to compound. In

these circumstances there was clearly no

bar to the prosccution being continued, and the cases were recently decided by the

5 ; . Head-quarter Deputy Magistrate, - who

+ C. C. No. g7, Appendix A, No. 6. amalgamated the two and convicted the

b first accused, fining him Re. 300,1 or half

tl&f: amount recommended for composition and approved by the late District Forest-
officer.

26, Fromthe comments iu the newspapers it would seem that the Collector’s action:
in regard to compounding has been regarded as an indication of peculiar harshness, and
a desire to secure severe punishments in all cases, but it will be seen that he was
merely acting in pursuance of a general principle affirmed by his predecessor and
without any reference to the merits of individual cases, and it must be borne in mind
that he had no reason whatever for believing that a weak case could be more effec-
tually dealt With by a prosecution than by a composition order. It is well known to
be quite the other way, and-in the circular of 1891, which the Collector was auxious
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to enferce, it is explicitly laid down that as a general rule it is only when offenders are
taken red-handed, or when the offence is admitted, or when the evidence against
offenders is very strong, that a case can be compounded.

27, Compounded cases said to have been transferred.— A statement has been confi-
dently made that*a report had been submitted by Mr. Sethu Rao, formerly Taluk
Magistrate of Nandikotkur, to the effeet that the aunulment of compositions and the
re-institution of prosecutions in certain cases on his file was illegal, and that Mr.
Mullaly. thereon issued orders for the transfer of the cases to the Probationary Deputy
Magistrate, and after two of the cases had been convicted, heard appeals from them,
and confirmed the convictions himself. 1In his letter, dated L6th November 1894,
Extra No. F., printed with G.0., dated 1-th Docember 1894, No 870, the Collector
and District Magistrate reported that so far as his recollection went, and aceording to
the records of his office, the Taluk Magistrate had never reported to him that the eases
transferred by him could not stand, but when the statement was so confidently repeated,
he began to distrust his recollection, and asked that the Taluk Magistrate Sethu Rao,

who was then under suspension, should

* Enclosure 1, statement No. 10, be summoned and examined.* It was

¢ really immaterial whether any such report

was written or not, asit will have been seen from what I have written above, that in

his Proceedings, dated 4th December 1893, No. 653 M., Mr. Mullaly directed that in

the cases which had been compounded the parties should be given the option of paying

up again the sums which had been refunded, and that some other cases—which related

to another village altogether—should be transferred to the file of the Probationary
Deputy Magistrate. .

28. It seemed however to be desirable that the origin of the persistent allegation

. should be cleared up if possible, and I

+ Enclosure No. 1, statementNo. 10 (a). accordingly sent for Mr. Sethu Rao, who

} ; stated 1 that he had submitted no official

report but bad written a private letter to the Colleetor, as on referemce to the Forest

Act he found that composition amounted to a discharge. He added that he had been

under the impression that the cases were transferred by the District Magistrate's

roceedings above quoted, but on looking at his official diary, he found that he had

Eeen mistaken, as his diary merely n ted that all proceedings in those eases had been
stayed. 3

29. The compounded cases on the District Magistrate’s list forming an enclosure to
his Proceedings, dated 4th December 1893, No. 653 M., were Nos. 1 to  of Kuru-
kunda. Those which it had been also proposed to componnd were Nos. 6 and 7 of
Guvvalagunta, while Nos. 14 to 22 transferred to the Probationary Deputy Magis-
trate, were cases in which prosecution had been sanctioned by the District Forest-
officer without previous reference to the Collector. In the note communicating copy
of the proceedings to the Taluk Magistrate the following instruetions were issued :—

“ Copy to Sub-Magistrate, Nandikotkur, who will stay proceedings in all the forest cases
included in this list pending on his file.

“ The records in cases Nos. 14 to 22 should be sent immediately to the Probationary Deputy

Magistrate.” ’ ; ' i ,
The propagation of the misstatement may possibly have arisen from a careless

“ 4, Prosecution has been sanctioned by the District Forest-officer in cases 14 to 22 and they
have been reported‘to the Magistrate by the Ranger.

“ All these cases will be transferred to the file of the Probationary Deputy Magistrate for
disposal according to law .. .......”

If the sub-paragraph beginning with ¢ all these cases ” had been carelessly read
as a new paragraph, it might have led to the impression that all the forest cases in the
file were meant to be transferred—but the meaning of the proceedings is clear enough,
while the instructions in the note to the Sub-Magistrate are explicit—and as a matter
of fact the compounded cases (Nos. 1 to 5) were not transferred at all.

30. Prosecutions.— With the Collestor and District Magistrate’s Proceedings, dated
4th December 1893, No. 653 M., was issued a list of 50 seizures, of which 34
were in villages. These would all in the ordinary course have been reported by the

-
-
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Ranger to the Atmakur Sub-Magistrate (Deputy Tghsildar_), but as most of the seizures
had been made by that officer, he was precluded from trying the cases, and they were
accordingly reported to the Taluk Magistrate of Nandikotkur with the exception of
Nos. 32 to 86 which related to seizures made by Ranger Newman, and were reported to
the Atmakur Sub-Magistrate and disposed of by him as shown in Appendix A (Nos,
35-39). In his No. 663 M., dated 4th December 1893, the District Magistrate trans-
ferred to the Probationary Deputy Magistrate Nos. 14 to 22, and the remainder in
Proceedings, dated 2nd April 1894, No. 273, In this proceedings Nos. 32-36 were
also transferred under the impression that they were on the file of the Taluk Magis-
trate, but as the cases had been disposed of the order of transfer aba.ted., The Proba-
tionary Deputy Magistrate disposed of the eight cases transferred to him in No. 653 M.,
dated 4th December 1893, at Velgode, but before the other cases reached him he
had left the neighbourhood on other duty, and when he went to Madras for an exami-
nation the District Magistrate transferred all the cases pending on his file to the Head-
quarter Deputy Magistrate. Owing to want of complete correspondence betwe(-.:n the
Collector’s list and the Taluk Magistrate’s file of reported cases, three cases of seizures
in Guvvalagunta by Ranger Newman still remained on the Taluk Mz}glstrate’s file, and
four were added in May 1894, on account otj seizures magle in Ldu_rapad and Siva-
puram under warrant issued on sworn information. This, with the splitting up of one
or two cases into separate charges by the Head-quarter Deputy Magistrate, makes up
the 43 cases entered in Appendix A. ,

81. When I arrived in the district T found a number of the cases still pending
with the Head-quarter Deputy Magistrate and the Taluk Magistrate. Different reasons
are assigned in explanation of the delay, but I cannot help suspecting that it had much
to do with the doubt raised as to the legal effect of section 56 of the Forest Act.
Ranger Newwman’s conduct at the Velgode trials probably at?racted attention, and his
brother was understood to be about to deal with the matter in the newspapers. The
Head-quarter Deputy Magistrate made a reference to the District Magl‘st}'ate on the
point, and the decision in the appeal cases was no doubt looked for. This however
was delayed owing to the application for transfer made to the High Court, and soon
after the appeal was disposed of, the articles appeared in the Pioncer and the District
Magistrate was called on to submit a report on the matter. In order that I might be
able to submit a complete report, I asked the Magistrates concerned t({ complete these
enquiries as soon as possible, and the last case was disposed of on the 27th December.

32. Resulls of prosecutions.—The results of the prosecutions are given in detail in
appendix A with a note against each showing briefly the grounds of conthl’ou or
acquittal. The following is an abstract of the 32 seizures with which the Leputy
Tahsildar was concerned. In another table the seizures are given as 35. The differ-
ence is due to seizures in a house and in a shed attached to it being treated as one for
the purposes of prosecution :—

Prot tionar\'| Hend-
— Taluk Ki)): uty gusyey Total.
Magistrate. | o 'Ptnite Deputy
Ag18 " | Magistrate.

1. Acquitted (property released) .. ali 1 1 8 15)
2. Acquitted (property confiscated) oy 1 3 1 2
3. Withdrawn (property released) .o - 1 . 1
4. Withdrawn (property confiscated) - 2 . 2
5. Convicted Py . ok n 4 5 2 11
6. Compounded .. .. & o 5 e 5
7. No prosecution instituted ve 1 1
Total 331 11 9 11 32

It would thus seem that so far as the Cowrts are concerned, the propriety of the
seizares has been established in all but 12 case:, viz, 10 cases in which the parties
have been acquitted, | case withdrawn with the release of the property, and 1 case in
which it was decided not to prosecute. The good faith, and the legality of the deci-
sions, of the Courts having been questioned, I must make a few remarks on that head.

88. Independence and inlegrity of the Courts.—In one of the articles in the Pioneer
allusion is made to the hollowness of trials by a Magistrate who is a young native

3
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subordinate of the Collector, and in the speech said to have been made by the counsel
for the defence which is quoted, apparently with approval, it is said that the Court
had shown it was mot sitting as a Court of Justice, but merely asa subordinate
Court bound to enforce the orders of the Acting District Magistrate whether they
be legal or not. Mr. Woosman Sahib, the Probationary Deputy Magistrate, is not by
any means very youthful, being 27 years ofage. He isa B.A. B.L.Oand V;kil of the
High Court and does not seem to me to be the stamp of ms’m wh,o would suppose
himself bound to enforce the orders of the Acting District Magistrate when siI::It)in
as a Court of Justice, or likely to gain anything by doing so. I am unable to undef
stand how such an impression could have arisen—if it really did arise —unless it were
because he said he was not called on to go into the question of whether the seizures
were legal. In this it seems to me he was right, as the question before him wus
whether an offence had been committed with regard to the property produced before
him after seizure. Ordinarily a Court would look into the question of an alle éd illegal
seizure, not because it could affect the merits of the case, but in view to bring ing agn
illegality to the notice of the superior officer of the seizer, but in thg z;(»sonyt
case the circumstances of the seizare had already been reported to the SIl)l erior
authority. The cases were referred to the Probationary Deputy Magistrate iIr)| the
ordinary course of business, and I can find nothing on the record which could have
led him to believe that the Distriect Magistrate was anxious to get a conviction
irrespective of the Court’s opinion as to the merits. In this connection T may as well
say a few words with regard “to the
* Enclosure No. 1, statement No. 17 speech. 1 have examined the pleader *
and though he eclaims the last five
sentences as almost literally his own, he specifically repudiates certain other sentences
states he does not know what a halo means, and adds. “In my speech, as given in,
the article, some of my remarks are twisted and given a meaning I did not intend,”
¢ and words and sentences are not my own.” He disowns all aspersions on the charact,er
of the Court or of the Collector, and a speech devuid of these must certainly have been
something very different from that given in the Pioneer.

84. Legality of the convictions —As it 1s said by the parties in two cases disposed of

by the Probationary Deputy Magistrate and confirmed on appeal,that the question of the
legality of the convietions is to be brought

+ Enclosure No. 1, statements 6 and 7. to the notice of the Sessions Courtt in
view to the High Court being moved to

interfere in revision, it is possible that the eventual outcome of the prosecutions may
be a definite ruling which may aet as a guide to the department. In the present
enquiry nothing has been brought to my notice which bears out the assertion that
under a ruling of the High Court the bulk of the articles seized could not be regarded
as forest produce within the meaning of the Forest Act. Forest produce, as defined
in section 2, Act V of 1882, includes timber when found in, or brought from, a forest
and “timber ” under the same definition includes all wood whether cut up or fashioned
or hollowed out for any purpose or not. The only ruling of the High Court bearing
on the section which I can find is that in Indian Law Reports IX Madras, 373, in
which it was held that logs of wood when they have become part of a house and
permanently fastened to a building attached to the earth have ceased to be timber
within the meaning of that section. This obviously does not apply, though I think
by analogy a Court might fairly hold that articles of furniture, or implements of
industry, brought into use had also ceased to be timber. The Head-quarter Deputy
Magistrate in one of the cases has held that cart-wheels having tires are not articles
of forest produce, but the Probationary Deputy Magistrate took a different view with
regard to wheels which had not been used although tires. had been put on. If he is
wrong in his law the High Court, as above stated, will bave an opportunity of putting
him right, but whatever may be the law with regard to cart-wheels with tires the
bulk of the articles seized were in the state from which they were brought from the
forest, while most of the remainder were only partially wrought up, and nene, so far
as 1 could judge, had been brought into actual use. The next question is whether
the articles seized, if timber, could be said to have been found in, or brought from, a
forest. 1f not they are not forest-produce, they do not come within the purview of
section 56 of the Forest Act, which declares that when a question arises as to whethe,

L e
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any forest produce is the property o’g‘ Government, sach produce shall be presumed to
be the property of Government until the contrary is proved. It has been asserted
that in Board’s Proceedings, dated 30th November 1391, Forest No. 503, it has been held
that articles seized in houses are not forest produce. This however is not the case, as
the Board merely held that there was no reason to take exception to a Magistrate’s
decision that in the case of wood which was not found in a forest, and which was said
to have been grown on patta land, section 66 did not apply unless there was evidence
to show that it was likely the wood had been cut in a Government forest. In the
present case the contention was that the articles were made of particular kinds of
timber which do not grow anywhere except: in forests, and as they were found
outside a forest, they must have been brought from one, and it was in fact admitted
that the articles had come from a forest, though it was pleaded that they had been
licitly obtained either from a Government forestor from the Nizam’s Dominions.
It was therefore clear that the section did apply if the articles were timber, and the
Courts had merely to consider how far the presumption was rebutted. :

35. Disposal of appeals by the District Magistrate.— Exception has been taken to
the District Magistrate’s disposal of appeals from two convictions by the Probationary
Deputy Magistrate, but his action in the matter scems to me to be in no way open to
objection, It has been shown that there is absolutcly no ground for the assertion
that the cases in question are cases which had been compounded, and which the
District Magistrate had again ordered to be prosecuted. They were merely cases which
had been transferred to the Deputy Magistrate in the ordinary course. The District
Magistrate had to find work for the Probationer, and when a number of cases arose in
one locality, the District Magistrate ordered their transfer to him and directed him to

go to the spot and enquire into them

* No. 653-M., dated 4th December 1893. there for the convenience of the parties.*
The prosecution had been ordered by the

District Forest-officer without the District Magistrate having had any thing to do
with it beyond pointing out + that under an old order certain cases in which seizures
had been made by a Deputy Tahsildar

+ No. 866, dated 7th October 1893. were cases for prosecution and not for

composition, while his only connection
i izures had been that in a general way he had instructed the Depu
?’f;ﬁﬂﬁ ?z was his duty to put down the smuggling from the forests which WZ
potoriously prevalent in his division, In addition to this the parties had withdrawn
an application whieh they had made to the High Court for the transfer of the case.

36. T offer no opinion as to the correctness of the District Magistrate’s interpretation
gf the lavIv, orﬁli{: appreciation of the evi-
. 1, statements 6 and 7. ence. It will be seen that the Vakil for
£ Buclosuro No- 1, ¢ the appellant did not appear to argue the
case before him, and it is proposed to ask the Sessions Court to move the High Court
: torfere in revision. k
to mt;; fLThe Pioneer in its issue of the 8th December says that its charge was that the
le had been tried by the same set of officials who had come down upon them
peop v, the final court of appeal being that of the Collector who was responsible
Orllgllllﬂ Yl;ole policy. As the appeal lay to the Collector only with regard to the nine
for t 1? “L d by the Probationary Deputy Magistrate, who had absolutely nothing to do
ca.ses.ﬁl seizures, and the Collector had little more, the Pioneer’s charge seems some-
with t ekles;s i do not know if the Head-quarter Deputy Magistrate, from whom an
what { 91(1} s 0 ‘the Sessions Court, is included in the * set of officials ” whose action is
a e::entte 1 on, but a reference to Appendix A will show that he has unhesitatingly
;(::r[:n the accused the benefit of any possible doubt.

ther there has been oppression and illegality.—1 have already stated that in
i Oigﬁiov:hgearchee were called for and were legally undertaken, but I consider
th)z: ¢ the Deputy Tahsildar §h0wed.a want of discretion in making so many seizures as
he did, it being very undesirable, in the case of forest offences, to institute more prose-
c\lti“n; than are neoessary to exercise a deterrent effect. It would also have been

better, in the absence of speciﬁc iuformqtion, if the seizurgs_ had bc;en confined to cases
in whi’ch persons were found in possession of large quantities of timber fresh from the

i
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forests, as when seetion 56 is likely to eome into play, it is important that no prose-
cutions should be unde_rtaken when the circumstances are such that an innocent person
might be placed at a disadvantage. In the present instance, however, it is probable
that very few really innocent persons were charged, and I see no reason to doubt that all
had a fair trial. It i_s true that the Head-quarter Deputy Magistrate and the Proba~
tionary Deputy Magistrate took different views as to the extent of the application of
seetion 56 and that some of those convicted by one Magistrate might have been
acquitted if tried by another, but the personal equation cannot be eliminatod from judicial
work, and it is perfectly well known ‘that even in England some judges are held
in special awe by offenders. 1 have the fullest belief in the importance of pursuing a
policy of forbearance and consideration in dealing with forest offences, but I do not
think the injunctions of the Government of India in this respect were issued with
reference to an organized system of robbery of reserved timber for trade purposes, such
as that which the Deputy Tahsildar was endeavouring to combat. Some of our forest
rules are innovations and are not well understood, but the strict reservation of specially
valuable trees is no novelty in India, and the existing custom in the Kurnool 1 .
district of regarding it as unlucky to use Plerocarpus marsupium for private houses, '
while it is eagerly sought after for temples and village chavadies is unquestionably a N ! e g :
survival from a time when that timber was jealously guarded for State and religious : B R i S
purposes, the branch wood being used, as it now is, for spokes and felloes of cart-wheels, ‘ A el g S ST

39. I may here add that the Deputy Tahsildar did not show an entire want of
discrimination, as in some cases I found old wood in houses which he searched without
touching it, and.in Lala Honkaram’s case (No. 21 in Appendix A) the accused himself
told me that the Deputy Tahsildar was willing to release some articles he thought ACY
satisfactorily accounted for, but he would not agree to this and said all must be released S natae the off
or none. He is likely, I think, to show more discretion in future. He himself, as i gty
trying Magistrate, has had to acquit four out of five cases in which seizures had been Vo cloeid hls
made by Ranger Newman, and the only seizures he has made since October 1898 have ; : o
been four in May 1894, on sworn information, and one in October 1894, in which the
wood was evidently fresh from the forest. With regard to the seizures in May 1894
my attention was attracted by the fuct that the informer was a criminal under
trial in the Sub-Magistrate’s Court, but the proverb about knaves falling out cannot
be altogether ignored in eriminal administration, and the judgment of the Taluk : ¢ he complains that his appli n for a w
Magistrate, before whom the aceused was prosecuted, shows that a strong case was made 4 R e ; t] ublicity which the
out. It will probably come before the Head-quarter Deputy Magistrate in appeal. ; S e koo 4 - 1ssue of the war

40. Detention of articles after acquittal.—In the case of Lala Honkaram, who was R BT AL D et g s Do gl
acquitted by the Probationary Deputy Magistrate, it is true that the articles with regard bR i il R S ot My
to which he was charged were not released for nine months but no order for its 2y S L R A e e
release was passed by the Deputy Magistrate and there is no foundation for the state- ' i e e g o
ment that the Acting Collector ordered the detention. He had absolutely nothing to , i el A A s s R Oy
do with it, directly or indirectly, and the detention was the result of a mistake : R T o e
which Lala Honkaram himself did nothing to get put right beyond sending one : g L S SRR J TR =¥ :
petition to the Deputy Magistrate, which was overlooked amidst the many papers y ‘ 1 ol b TaeTisn
which he had to deal with when holding the jamabandi of the Pattikonda taluk with ; e e o
his small office establishment,

41, In accordance with several rulings of different High Courts, the Deputy Magis-
trate passed no formal orders under section 517, Criminal Procedure Code, regarding
property produced before him in cases which end in acquittal and, under the practice
then in force, it was the duty of Ranger Newman to release the property as soon as an
order of acquittal was passed. He failed to do so and excuses himself by saying he got
no order from the Magistrate. He did not, however, report the matter for the District
Forest-officer’s orders until April 1894, though the acquittal order was passed on
the 22nd February 1894. When the District Forest-officer took stock on the 30th
April 1894, the Ranger then told him that the articles, or part of them, were to be
released, but as the list of confiscated property did not bear out the statement, the
District Forest-officer wished to look into the matter and therefore told him verbally, \ stor and th nt ) Forest-oilicer rather than witl
as he was taking stock, not to release them as he intended to take further action. , il oy Sl aRE GRS s
The matter escaped s memory and neither the Ranger nor Lala Honkaram made . T e e G A SN SR RS |
any further reference to him on the subject,
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Forest-officer and even after reading Mr. Newman’s appeal adhered to his opinion
that not only was there an attempt on

® Report on Mr. Newman’s appeal, No. 1500, Mr: Newman ¢ ¢ .
189: . part to stifle enquiry, bug
L R R i e A ol L that he must have known that the il’legal

felling of timber had obtained extremely large proportions.§ .

46. Illicit felling in the forests.—Before dealing with the particular cases in which
timber was detained on suspicion that it was connected with illicit felling. in the
forests, I will give a brief description of the arrangements in force, and the circum-
gtances under which it was considered there was sufficient suspicion of fraud to
justify detention pending enquiry.

47. Felling of reserved and specially valuable classes of timber had been stopped
for some time in this neighbourhood, but the removal of other species was still allowed
and owing to insufficiency of establishment it had ‘been found necessary to retaiﬂ
the worst form of the permit system, viz, that under which an applicant is given
bermits and allowed to go into the forest and féll, wherevershe can find it, a certain
number of cart-loads of timber of the class specified and bring it to the tanna men-

. tioned in the permits within a prescribed period. The timber must be covered with
a permit from the timé of felling until it reaches the tanna where the permit must
be given up to the tannadar, To guard against frauds under the pretext that carts
were travelling separately and some must be without permits it had been the rule
since October 1891 that a separate permit should be given for each cart-load. Under
this system it will be seen that the period for which the permit runs is g3 matter of

eat importance as a check against fraud, and the period allowed is limited to what
is considered to be really required for the felling, squaring and transport of the timber
with the exercise of reasonable care and promptitude.

48. For some time it had been rumoured that with the connivance of the tannadar
more than one consignment was being passed out from the forests near Velgode under
one permit, two trips being taken by one cart before the permit was made over to the tan-
nadar, and on the 22nd October 1893 the Deputy Collector and the Deputy Tahsildar
proceeded together to the Velgode forests and found 63 logs lying uncovered by
permits between the L1th and 26th mile from Velgode ; many of them by the side of
the drag road, to which place they had been illicitly brought from the place of felling
and left at such a distance from the tanna that the transport to it could be effected
within two or three days, so that, with the connivance of the tannadar, or of the tanna-
dar and the Ranger together, two or even three cart-loads could have been brought
under cover of one ten days’ permit over the only portion of the route on which there
was ordinarily any real danger of check by any other official. The Ranger, who had

: by this time seized another fifty logs in
+ Page 33 of his appeal petition. the forests, explained 1 that, owing to his
. very limited establishment, he was unable
to find out all that was going on in the forests, but on enquiry he found that in the
wet weather the time allowed by the permits was insufficient and the timber was cut,
not with the view of committing fraud; but so that it might be ready for extraction
and removal within the time allowed on the permits when taken out. Even if this
explanation be correct, it could not be accepted without full enquiry, as the irregu-
larity was manifestly of a kind which tended to facilitate the commission of offences,
and with reference to the stress laid by Mr. Newman on the impossibility of a fraud
being committed unless he connived' at it, the Conservator, in reporting on Mr,
Newman’s appeal, has rightly vbserved he is bound to remark that among other possi-
bilities such a possibility might fairly be considered. It also seems to me that even
without the Ranger’s connivance a fraud might very well have been carried out
without any appreciable additional risk of detection.

49. With regard to the. adequacy of the explanation it has to *be noted that the

v only officer who has treated it at all
t Office-note Na. 1443 O., dated 4th December )i pf]y s the late District Forest-officer

1893. Mr. Murray who } was of opinion that

A SIS
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although the practice of felling trees before taking out permits was grave and should
‘ not have been allowed to take place, yet

* Lotter to Collector, No. 722, dated 28th June greater importance had been attached to
1804, it than the matter called for. On this

y , the Conservator remarked * « the practice

is utterly wrong and must tend to facilitate frauds and should be stopped.”

50. Velgode tanna case.—A. great deal has been written about this case, and much
made of petty discrepancies, but the main facts are briefly as follows :—On the
morning of the 22nd September 1893, the Deputy Tahsildar arrived at the Velgode
tanna and found lying there timber admittedly equalito the contents of eleven cart-loads,
while the tannadar was in possession of eight permits ox}ly. Shortly afterwards two
men turned up and produced threé permits, the explanation being that the timber had
arrived during the night or early in the morning, and there had been no opportunity
to give up the permits sooner. The Deputy Tabsildar was not satisfied that these
rermits really related to the timber in question, and, after marking on the permits the
names of the parties who produced them, he told the tanmadar to detain the timber
and reported the matter to the Collector, the District Forest-officer and the Range
officer. .

51. The Range officer took it upon himself to release the timber without reference
to any one, and then reported his view of the matter to the late District Forest-officer
Mr. Murray who attached little importance to the manner in which the permits had
been produced, but directed that the wood should not be released until it was
explained, with reference to the dates of the permits, how the timber had been
produced at the tanna within ifour and six days respectively when the cutting, pre-
paration and extraction of fresh timber from the forests conld not, under ordinary -
circumstances, be aecomplished within four days. Inm reply, Ranger Newman ex-
plained in a report dated 8th November 1893, No. 374, that the Velgode merchants
were in the habit of taking permits * in a running continuity ” which he described in
some detail and added that in this way it is quite feasible to cut, prepare and extract
from the forest a limited number of cart-loads within six or four days. This explanation
the District Forest-officer passed on to the Collector without comment, but from a
later office-note it seems that he was not satisfied with it and determined to make

further enquiries when he visited the locality.

52. Ttis apparent that if timber is standing at such a distanee that it requires about
ten days to cut it and bring it to a given spot, no system of permits “ in running
continuity » will enable it to be brought within four days, unless, at some time or
other, some timber is on the greund, or in tramsif, uncovered by a permit and the
real explanation was, of course, the existence of the gravely irregular practice of
cutting in advance of the issue of permits.

53. The Collector was not satisfied with the explanation and handed over the
y papers to the Conservator for remarks,
+ Notes sent with letter dated 17th Feb, 1894. After these had been receivedt, he charged
' Ranger Newman with releasing the timber
without orders in view to stifle inquiry, dismissed the tannadar and ordered the
prosecution of the men who brought the timber to the tanna.
54. The points wWhich weighed with him in ordering the prosecution, seem to
have been—
(1) “The timber was not covered with permits-when found at the tanna.
(2) Though permits were produced very shortly afterwards, they were found

by the District F orest-officer to require explanation.
3) Two of the permits were issued at Atmakur on the 18th September, and it

s certain that the holder of a permit taken out at Atniakur on the 18th eculd not
have cut and squared timber in the Velgode forests under that permit and produced it
at the tanna so early as the morning of the 22nd.

4) Large seizures had been made of timber cut before the issue of permits in
the Velgod'e forests. Opinions differ as to whethey the practice was adopted with a
view to fraud in the first instance, but it unquestionably facilitated the frauduleng

removal of timber.
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(5) The Conservator, on reading the papers sent to him, had remarked * that

‘ he believed there was a fraud in progress
® Notes on files sent by Collector of Kurnool: gt the tanna. ot
Concluding remarks dated 17th February

1894. (6) Ranger Newman’s hasty release

of the timber without the usual reference
for orders, and his hysterical defence of his conduct, seemed to indicate that he knew
there was something wrong and was anxious to stifle enquiry.

55. The grounds for suspicion seem to me sufficient to justify the Collector desiring
to have the matter investigated by a court of justice. Mr. Murray was of opinion that
there was mnot sufficient ground for suspecting Mr. Newman of a desire to stifle
enquiry, and the Board, in disposing of his appeal, held that no bad faith was proved,
but I think the circumstances were such that there was room for a different
opinion. It will be observed that the Conservator, in his letter dated 28th June 1894,
No. 722, stated that it was ‘“at any rate just within the bounds of credibility that
the Ranger had no intention of conniving st or hushing up a fraud and that his action’
was merely a gross case of defect of judgment.”

56. It has been stated that prosecutions were repeatedly ordered in spite of re-
peated protests. As a matter of fact this is the only case in which an order for
prosecution was repeated. On the first occasion the Collector and Distriet Magistrate,
dealing with a large number of cases which had been reported to him, passed the
following order in general terms:— ; ‘

“ The District Forest-officer is requested to obtain and forward the explanation of the
Range officer, Nandikotkur, as to why he has not yet reported to the Magistrate cases Nos. 8

to 13 and 23 to 50
+ Paragraph 3 of Proceedings No. 663 M., dated 4th s 0 0 except cases 41 to46. Bteps

December 1893. should be immediately taken for the proseeun- .

. ’ tion of the offenders in these cases.”t

57. On the second occasion he dealt with the reply to the above reference in which
with regard to these cases the District Forest officer rematked that he did not think
any court would conviet as the permits were produced with very little delay. As
shown above, the Collector and District Magistrate held that there were other
‘ grounds for suspieion, and he therefore
decided that the prosecution should go
on.f The Ranger, however, took mo
action on the orders issued to him, #nd the matter has now been dropped:
Whatever grounds there may be for suspicion, it seems to me that nothing would be
gained by a prosecution.

- 58. Objection has been taken in the newspapers#o the siezure of timber in a tanna,
It is not easy to smuggle big logs across country or by routes over which it is
unusual to transport them, and the simplest method of smuggling large timber is to
come to an agreement with a tannadar, It is perfectly well known that forest offences
are frequently carried on with the cofinivance of tannadars and even of Rangers,
and it is absurd to suppose that when an offender has succeeded in getting his smug-
gled articles as far as the tanna of his accomplice, heis to be held to have reached a
sanctuary which cannot be invaded.

59. Depaty Tahsildar’s report in the Velgode tanna case.—In this connection it has been
alleged that the Deputy Tahsildar reported that there were no permits for the timber,
and that he found it in the tanna, and it has been stated that this report was false
and made for the purpose of creapins a case. The full facts of the case were reported
by the Deputy Tabsildar in his arzi No. 9, dated 26th September 1893. In para-
graph 10 of a report No. 14, dated 28th October 1893, he alluded to this Telugu arzi
and said that he had therein reported how he had to confiscate three bandy-loads of
wood found lying before the tanna without permit. The Ranger fastened on this.
brief recapitulation of a report on a somewhat complicated matter and founded on
it a grave charge of submitting a false report in order to create a case. Obviously
the paragraph in the report must be read with the arzi quoted in it, and the Collec-
tor, the Conservator and the Board have alike been unable to find that any false
report has been submitted. )

60, Detention of 100 eqrt-loads of timber.— After the discovery of the serious irregu-
larity referred to above of wholesale felling without permits, and the seizure of 113

t No. 295 M., dated 11th April 1894,

e
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and squared in the forests, there was an unusual rush for permits
z)(i)gvsijﬁzll;rdxj?tlllleghe int(?ntion of clearing off the felled logs scattered throughout the
forests and which had not been foand and selzed. The Collector, yvho haq ridden over
to make personal enquiries in the matter, nptmed a large quantity of timber at the
tanna which had been brought down on permlth obtained after the seizure on the 22nd
October, and as he considered that Ranger Newman ought not to ha.ve 1ssuefi these
permits, and would not in fact have done so unless he hqd allied himself with the
interested parties to stifle enquiry, he orde.red that g,ll t_he timber then at the tanna or
on the way to it should be de'tamed p.end}ug enquiry into the matter. Mr. Murray,
the District Forest-officer, Whlle} considering t;hat the irregularity was a grave one,
held that it did not deserve the importance which had been attached to it and., in fact,
could not, in practice, be completely put a stop toso 1o_ng as _the present permitosystem
was continued. In this note he made no recommendation Wlth‘regard to the 100 cart-
loads detained under the Collector’s _verbal orders, and as the Collector was unable to
accept the District Forest-cfficer’s views as to the illicit fellings, he handed over to
the Conservator, who visited the distriet on the Uth December, z;ll the papers relatm'g
to the matter and to a number of other pending forest questions and asked for his
opinion. ~The papers were received back on the z3rd February 1894 with the Con-
gervator’s opinion that the Jarge increase 1n the number of permits taken out between
the 22nd October and 3rd N ovember was directly connected with the seizure .ma,_de
by the Deputy Tahsildar. The records were then passed on to the present District
Forest-officer who had arrived after the occurrences had taken place and was unable
to gather from the papers anything definite about the 100 9qrt-loads which had been
detained under the Collector’s verbal orders. After his visit to Velgo@e he recom-
mended the release of the timber as no fra uc;l was proved, and the pa}'txes had been
sufficiently punished by the detention of their txmbgr.. An order directing the release
was therefore passed on the 12th May.1894. ; There is no doubt' that al} the Vglgode
merchants were concerned in the illici working which was being carried on m‘the
forests, and when men engage in what they _Well know to be illicit practices, they have
themselves to blame if they suffer inconvenience while the matter 1s being enquired
The inconvenience which they actually did suffer is also probably exaggerated
by the Ranger. They only put in two petitions. In one of these allusion was made
to the timber deteriorating from exposure, but one of the most important of the mer-
chants told me that a few days after the seizure they were allowed to arrange the
timber in heaps according to the owners. If they had wished to cover these heaps

there was no reason why they should not have done so.

into.

61. Detention of siz cart-loads of timber.— When the Deputy Collector and the
Deputy Tahsildar reached the spot at which they had information they_Would find tl}e
Wudders at work on timber without permits, they found 16 logs or six cart-loads in
the custody of Wudders. Permits were not forthcoming when asked for, but shortly
afterwards, while they were talking, a man came up with permits for six cart-loads
sn the name of Ameer Khan of Velgode and said he had been taking his meals. Ordi-
parily, no doubt, this explanation would have been accepted, but the Deputy Magistrate
believed the man had followed them frem Velgode, and he seized this timber, as well
as what he found subsequently, without attaching as much importance as he ought to
have done to the fact that in the case of these six cart-loads 1t eould not be proved
that the timber had been cut before the permit had been taken out. This seizure
was thus merged in the larger and justifiable seizure of 63 logs reported in paragraph
48 and the papers were sent off to the Conservator, involving the same delay as in the
case of detention on suspicion dealt with in the preceding paragraph.

62. With regard to the order to prosecute alluded to in the newspapers the cases

were reported in the same list as that mentioned in connection with the Velgode
" tanna case on which an order was passed calling fo.r e_xplunatlol} as to why prose(il‘mons
had not been instituted in certain cases and ﬁmshmg up W{th the remarl,i, steps
shoald be at once taken for the prosecutions c_)f the 'nﬁenders in .thesa cases.” From
the wording of the order it would seem that immediate prosecution was not intended
to take place in cases in which an adequate explanation was forthcoming, and Wl)len
the explzinutinn was eventually dealt' with the Distriet Maglgtmte stu.tu.d in his Pro-
ceedings No. 296 M., dated 11th April 1894, that he agreed with the opinion expressed

5
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I have the honor to be,

particular beams—if indeed the

proposed to prosecut

permits, but the Wudders in whose possession the timb
ord of the Wudders.

y although he did at the time hold

63. Disowning of licitly cut timber thro

by the District Forest-officer and the cases would not be
were found uncovered by permits in the

noted that it was not at any time
had been cut for one Vadaru Venkat Red

denied responsibility for them
the proved prevalence of illicit fellin

actually felled and squared after the
thought it safer to repudiate these
him, for which there is only the w

which they might have been cut,
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= 5 8 & &4 g z hﬁ% ] -
—E % § r».—g’é i .Z’E: £ R ARS8 %'SE $ Offico-note from F. LODGE, Esq, District Forest-officer, to the Forest Commissioner, dated
: .a'ﬂ: Eus § . 3 gggilgé 85-3 Kurnool, 27th December 1894, Extra No. 2.
£ B oo N S~
g ﬁgg%g §§ -g S gig;g g é:g % [Reference.—Your office-note of 19th instant.]
o oo B
TR Y 2 8 Tt has been generally admitted for many years that timber smuggling takes place all along
I 3 2 ' fooo & the foot of the Nallamalais. The fact that smuggling was suspected and in some eases proved is
poswoper | o - -g'.g g E'S.Sg 8 QoW 7 ovident from the following :—
10 pojwIsyuod oM | g, -Eﬂ gjéﬂ. € % E SRR (1) Aslong ago as 1890 a forged sale hammer was known to exist—oeide enclosure No. 1.
2 § §§2 2 Eaﬁg‘, §§ 4558 3 This could only have existed for the purpose of markiug timber for which the Government sale
S P°g g gpoengd = ; hammer mark could not be obtained, i.e., smuggled timber. It was at Velgode that beams
A M Al £ PR marked with this forged sale hammer were seized. One forged hammer was actually discovered
: P78 (95 S i Sl 5 g KBS § in 1889 and the possessor sentenced to six months’ imprisonment in Calendar Case No. 57 of
ones opmpxoadde pejor, | % | & o L o o Z - 1889 on the file of the 2nd-class Magistrate of Atmakarn ; the piece of wood filed as evidence
o ~ & ] |2 " bearing side by side the impressions of the Government hammer and the forged hammer is
£ herewith submitted.
- h 5
# “toquita T80T, I = R o , % g - T : There is evidence now of the existence of a forged hammer at Ernapad, and a case is
§ W l . = . l £ e i o i pending betore the Kalwa Sub-Magistrate in connection with it.
' - £ = (2) While Mr. Ward was in the district, the following method of smuggling was found
- E] S 3 rE to exist. Timber was brought to the docketing tanna twiég(; under cover ofgogt‘xe g]')ermit ; the
5 il & ;g g : - § - g 3= P 3 logs brought first were numbered at the tanna and removed ; the second consignment, on arrival
g : 2 B2 = i = BT £ at the tanna, was stamped with the same numbers as were impressed on the first consignment.
2 - Pt Bl 2 Y 0 "Phese numbers were then entered on the way-permit which was given to the owner of the logs ; all
.:‘_:3 Py L i X e Y that he Lad to do was to move the cousignments at different times, so that the way-permit could
= = - S y y A o accompany each of them. I have notthe records to refer to, but I believe that two logs bearing the
- waxox | % ; l ¥ g 'E 2 Fe = same number were found, the fraud was exposed, and it was in consequence of this that the issue
2 e I I AR > gting 5 Olfl Way-peru]utsbwas stopped, and the sale hammer mark impressed by the Ranger on every log of
H =2 A sed bk Bl = the more valuable species before it left the tanna. i :
:_g’ s8ep 300 | & | SR . 5 .§ u 8 — 1. (3) In the forest sheet for February 1891, a circular is published limiting the duration of
-g S | 28 ik ~ permits issued for various kinds of produce. The limit of time was evidently fixed with a view
A | zoqo” puw '“P‘:;;‘:ﬁ{) & T T g ik g zgg by < to proventing permits being used more than O([ilce before the date of expiry; thus for hard
: ¥ £ B woods (class [ and class I1) ten days were allowe for each cart-load of squared timber, six days
“(soweay 10 205 | o B win L g for rough timber, for the more easily found and felled trees included in class II1 the time was
30001d s8010) nypyudmeang | S4TSR . ; A ° limited to seven days for squared and four days for rough timber; similarly for whole bamboos
£ i®oo w four days and for split bamboos ten days were allowed ; at the foot of the circular the order is issued
. {gomuiy 310 20y soood | o . x o - B8 & “the above only refersto cart-loads, and for less quantities less time must be given ; it 18 not
opis) ©  mnunmoNuILIvg . : : : 5 § =% & necessary to give the maximum number of days in every case”’. e
. i i (4) I find the following in a draft by my predecessor, dated the 24th August 1893 : “ Illicit
%100 10§ seoord eprg | Sl . ' . £3 222 fellings are, it is believed, more or less common throughout the forest tracts, e.g., the removal of
ety B LA - BT - 2 tinwood for ploughs, teak and other valuable timber. Inspection, properly so ealled, cannot
ST I Soudic Zi be undertaken on foot or on horseback owing to the denseness of the forests and to move along
fydieq 3080y | @ S o v ‘ > [ a foot(-ipath or }emt-t,rack_for such a purpose is practically useless, for illicit fellings would not be
: Looo & earried on in their immediate vicinity.”
‘SaABN | w DA pkihes : , . . g Jow s (6) Also the following in an office-note to the Collector, dated 4th December 1893, in reply
T : ; 3 E FLL & to a note about illicit fellings : “ You moreover say that the valuable forests in Nandikotkur have
: l : g @ 1= been destroyed and that this fact has been brought repeatedly to my notice; so far as I can
saoq[y 190 ' & . i . I w: eg 3 Eecollect, élowever, I1 \Zas thehperson wh}? brought the fact to your notice. The destruction,
i k- 4 owever, does not relate to the present, but to what has taken place in the past; fo
-§ s o 'é s . > -g'g REE a years tl{ese forests (I mean thep whole of the Nallamalais) hav}:) been haok}e)d ai)ou: ?3::8 wﬂgg
2 A :.::. 3 2 LA 8. 23 - and where pec()iplg chos?; and during the building of the railway it is believed wood poured out as
g 2 22 s 25 g 4 > fast as it could be cut.
z 3 <, e 5 © O g o P ’
; E 3 5’ ¢ Pk é B "g ¢ y ' (6) Mr. Newman’'s reFort on the damage done by the Chenchus in the illicit removal of
A8 i gl A il g 4 timber worked up into portable articles, such as spokes and felloes, is, I believe, already with you.
» - ’ =] - : -
4 g «| &% g ; é ¢ g A e s (7) Extractfrom Anantapur District Forest-officer’s letter No. 1923, dated 27th November
' = %‘g £ . 3 1893 : “ At Guntakul or Gooty . . . there WOlll(.l be a fairl;_f good sale for timber of the first
3 E go;g) , é » 8 o . and 2nd class spokes, felloes and naves, and specially teak timber. . . ,a great deal of
3 é 8 @ s E 3 timber (the Tahsildar says about Rs. 10,000 value) is sold yearly at Gooty and Tadpatri Ly
é : g 5 ;é %é’ 3 2 : merchants who import it from the Nallamalais.” Although the letter was received subsequent
S & =°= = 8 g to the seizures at Guvvalaguuta, Velgode, &o., I quote it to show that smuggling was going on.
“ -
.
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(8). Up to 1892 (and during part of 1893 T believe) the Kristnapurum shrotriemdar issued
permits for satinwood ;_quantmes of satin woodwere removed under cover ofsthese permits until it
was proved that no satinwood stumps, much less trees, large enough to yield timber of the size
removed, existed in the shrotriem limits. The papers connected with this point, I think, form
part of the records which accompanied Mr. Newman’s appeal.

(9) Since April 1890 (vide forest sheet for that menth) the felling of 1 and yepi trees o
permit has been prohibited ; but the construction of new yegi carts a.ndg ca.rz e:vgheels lzxspnot :t?o;ﬁ
ed. The sales from the depdt at Krnapad were very poor in 1893, and yegi timber eould not be
egally prooured anywhere else in the district with the exception of eight logs sold at Atmakaru.
Enclosure 2 shows that in January 1893 there was a large auction sale at Ernapad, at which the
chief item was 20 ““sets” of spokes and felloes (a ““set” econsists of 22 spokes a,nd 12 felloes
enough for a pair of wheels) ; from February till October 1893, only 24 yegi logs and beams
were sold from dep6t, while in the same period the aceounts show that 6 yegi beams were sold at
Atmakiiru (surplus from collections for Pabliec Works Department). In September and October
1893, the seizures took place ; the Ernapad return shows that from J anuary to November 1894 no
less than 223 yegi logs and beams were sold. T'he natural conelusion is that owing to the seizures
the smuggling of timber received a check and consequently the demand for timber legally obtained
increased. As the news of the seizures spread, the increased demand may have eome from all
parts of the district, but that some of the increase was due to increased demand in Nandikotkur
taluk is evident from the fact that, of the beams sold from Mareh to November 1894, 43 (i.e
more than the total sales of the preceding year) were sold to merchants in Nandikotk,tlr tah;k:
principally residents of Guvvalagunta, Karukunda, Ramapuram and Atmakéru,

In 1893 the yegi from Krnapad sold at Re. 1 per cubic foot ; at the close of the year there
was a lot of stock on hand which it was determined to sell at reduced prices ; this stoek incladed 87
yegi logs and beams which were not sold in 1893 owing to want of demand, and which had
deteriorated by long exposure in dep6t. These were sold at rates varying from 1’0 annas to Re. 1

per cubic foot ; the current year’s supply sold so fast at Re. 1 peroubie foot. th i
the price of large logs to Rs. 1-4-0 per cubic foot. - o0 LuRt.L hid be S

(10) The issue of permits for Erramaddi in Nandikotkur range was st i :
1893 ; from January to November 1893, 64 beams, and from January to Ig‘} c)veml):;rolrglﬁi1 12!3150 ﬁgﬁ:
were sold from Frnapad depét. If the stoppage of permits for Erramaddi in 1893 resulted in
such a large increase in depot sales in 1894, why was the demand for yegi £o small in 1893
although permits had bern stopped since 1890 ? Presumably because timber was s roel
until the seizures of September and October 1893. muggled largely

(11) Erramaddi is cut. chiefly for export ; Ernapad is 9 miles and Velgode 17 mj
the railway, yet the demand at Ernapad was small untlll) the seizures at Velgogle. : e trom

(12) On page 33 of Mr. Newman’s petition an extraet is given to the effect that one log
found at Obleswarampenta was said to have been out for the wife of a Wudda living at Ernapad ;
with the depdt at Ernapad and forests above Ernapad why should a person residing at Emapmi
send to the forests above Velgode for a log ?

(18) With large forests and a small establishment there is always smueeline i 88 3
T could quote many instances which I met with during the years .{887 —§§92ginmg$1§12epfh’
district, but fear that this note is already exceeding reasonable limits ; the small establishment
being over-worked and under-supervised is generally dishomest and encourages smuggling in
exchange for palm oil ; I eannot quote a better instance than that of Forest Guard Davood Sahib
of Siddepalli near Atmakfiru, concerning whom it was recorded in evidence in a forest case that
he kept a private gumasta at 8 annas per day, his pay being Rs. 8 per month ; another Forest
Guard on similar pay is known to ride out to his beat on his own pony, followed by his horse-
keeper.
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Sarus from Ernapad depét from Jaruary 1893 to November 1894, Kurnool distriet.

Number.
Month and year. : .| Yegi | Te2k | Evony |[Erramaddi Rate. Amount.
Ye, Ye, posts, p
g1 B |logs and|, } beam or | beams or | Sundries.
spokes. | felloes. |"\o o il:; '01' logs. logs.

1893. RS. A. P
480 240 - 1 2 21 34 Auction 494 7 0
Potunrs, o 7§ s b 2| . i . 66 6 0
b T e o Bk T e 18 » o 187 6 0

Mar: i . . per c. ft.
. o8 2 = . 3 100 42 8 0
i\lpnl e :: N af y: Jod 13 T 0 W398 TR0
o e 4 P i M o Es 2 100[ 2020
gt‘:im . 2 £ g ) 812 0
Auyst 3 . 1.0 0. 296 .0
B8 %zmber. 8 . 5 j B4 0 O
ep ! {lJetbegi 100}16100

QOctober .. beam. k. &0
FEE e §e 3 . 1 A 300 a8 00

ggz:;l?:: R &s 2 Yegi logs sold at Atmakfiru this month.

1894.

. e 3 .. . 19 B 1256 11 8

A1 B . . . &
%‘:’ll)mrz"y.. . . . 8 . . 4 3 Ezg‘ 62 6 38
BTGB, = antl . o0 [l ws o 21 5 . 39 5 ok g 548 8 2
Aprilisi s e ik -, 11 et i 8 1 ;o8 158 9 5
May = wo o en | 120 60 2 . & 58 1| FEg | 8711 0 0
June r s o ve 70 o o 33 2 E-s-n 949 1 9
July b 96 48 5 2 i2 40 8 go2 6456 6 9
August .. .. 72 36 {2 Rt 3 3 5 =7 203 8 0
Soptember A |0 s "y 23 5 2 14 1 e 552 4 0
CElobeE. bt 240 1. (120 33| .. - 12 1| 258 | 616 68 0
November it 144 72 M0AY 2% = 15 11 3 406 8 0

OrpEr—dated 18th February 1895, No. 95, Revenue.

As required by G.0., No. 870, dated
Forest No. 30. the 12th December ]89,4, the l,Ion’ble

Mr. Sturrock reports the results of his

inquiries into the alleged irregularities in connection with the administration of the

forests in the Kurnool district M. Sturrock’s report is careful and fullj and it is

unnecessary for Government to do more than state the general conclusions at which
it has arrived on a review of the whole information now before it. Particulars on a
large number of the specific points included in the inquiry have been furnished in the
replies given on behalf of the Government to questions asked at the meeting of the
Legislative Council held on 22nd January 1895.

2. It is abundantly evident that for some time the smuggling of forest produce
from the hill reserves on the Nallamalais had prevailed on an organized and extensive
seale. The state of things is tersely described by the District Forest-officer in the
following words—*¢ for years and years these forests (I mean the whole of the Nalla-
malais) have been hacked about just when and where people chose.” 8o far as regards
small timber the traffic was carried on by carpenters, timber merchants and others in
the villages adjoining the hills with the aid of the forest Chenchus, who roughly
fashion the wood, improvidently and indiscriminately felled by them without license,
into the shape of spokes, felloes, shafts, Wl;eelboxes and other small articles, which
being capable of easy concealment are stealthily removed from the forests to the houses
of those engaged in the business to be workqd up and mad_e fit for final use. In respect
of large timber, illicit practices of several kinds are deseribed, such as () bringing logs
of reserved timber out of the forests with the connivance of the tannahdars under cover
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of permits for inferior woods ; (2) stamping two consignments with the same numbers
and removing them under the same way-permit at different times; (c) using the same
way-permit more than once, an excessive period being allowed by the tannahdar to
cover more than one trip; (d) using the permits of private forest-owners to cover
removals from the Government forests ; and (¢) the use of counterfeit sale hammers,

3. In such circumstances the district officers were, in the opinion of Govern-
ment, only doing their bounden duty in taking active steps to discover the offenders
and to put a stop to practices that were not only in breach of the law, but were rapidly
ruining these valuable forests. It remains then to examine whether there is any
ground for charging the local authorities with extreme rigour or illegality in carrying
out this duty. Inrespect of the contraband trade in small timber searches were made in
certain villages, and Mr. Sturrock’s report shows that in no case of search was legal
procedure violated. The searches in the four villages of Guvvalagunta, Kurukonda,
Velgode and Talamudipi, conducted by the Deputy Tahsildar personally in September
and October 1893, were in exercise of the powers vested in him as a 2nd-class Magis-
trate by sections 191 (¢ ‘and 105, C.P.C. ; in all cases but one the search was on infor-
mation received ; in the excepted case, the search, which resulted in the seizure of
numerous pieces of timber, was on suspicion reasonably induced by what came under
the Deputy Tahsildar’s own observation. The searches in Ramapuram in October
1893 and in Ederupad and Sivapuram in May 1894 were made by the police on
warrants issued on sworn information. In Virapuram no houses were searched, the
72 articles seized being picked up in the tank-bed, where they had been thrown,

Complaints were preferred to Mr. Sturrock locally that a few unreported searches
were made by the Deputy Tahsildar, and although tge latter officer denied the fact,
Mr. Sturrock investigated a certain number of the cases and found them to be unsub-
stantiated. It would have been more satisfactory, however, if the investigation had
been carried through in every case. At the same time the Government, for the
reasons given in the report, finds no ground for refusing to accept Mr. Sturrock’s
conclusion that all the searches were reported, and that besides the two unsuccessful
searches, one at Velgode and one at Kurukonda, all the searches were followed by
seizures. :

4. The report gives full particulars of the number of searches and seizures in
each village, the places in which they were made, and the nature of the articles seized,
and it is unnecessary to recapitulate the details. The inquiry disposes completely of
the allegations which made it appear that the seizures were mainly of the furniture
of the villagers and articles in domestic and industrial use. Altogether nearly 1,600
pieces of timber were seized and these generally were unused and roughly fashioned
blocks and shafts of the various kinds described in paragraph 2 supra.” The gross
and sweeping misrepresentations on this point were based apparently on the inclusion,
with property seized as illicit, of two cots in one case and of two cart-wheels in another,
The circumstances in which this happened are sufficiently explained in paragraphs 19
to 22 of the report. With regard to the alleged seizure of two temple cars, it appears
that in one case two beams of a car, and in indirect consequence the car itself, were
attached. The attachment in this particular case was not in connection with any forest
offence ; the complaint was on the part of the Local Fund Department which asserted
that the beams were property stolen from it ; and the case does not fall within the scope
of the present inquiry. In the other case 47 yegi beams were seized as illicit in the
open verandah in front of a temple ; the car was not attached. - The Government how-
ever agrees with Mr. Sturrock that in the circumstances the attachment was injudicious.

5. The result of the prosecutions instituted in consequence of the seizures is fully
detailed in the appendix to the report, Cases convicted and in which composition
was paid by the accused, as well as those in which confiscation of the timber was ordered,
the accused being acquitted on the ground of his connection with the wood not being
proved—all these cases have been rightly held to justify the seizures relative to them.
The total quantity of illicit timber (exclusive of what was taken unclaimed in the
Virapuram tank) confiscated as the result of the prosecutions was over 1,200 pieces,
leaving about 300 to be returned to the parties. Comparing the number of clear
acquittals with the average results of ordinary criminal prosecutions, the proportion
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the opinion of Government, legitimate. But His Excellency the Governor in Council
cannot find any valid excuse for the long delay that took place before final decision
was arrived at for either the release or the confiscation of the timber. For these
delays the Collector must be held responsible. It was his clear duty to see that the
charges were dealt with speedily and each case on its merits. It is observed that
every facility appears to have been given for the protection of the wood during its

detention.

9. It has been alleged that the Revenue authorities were acting throughout in
opposition to the advice of the Forest-officers. Asregards the searches in the villages,
the report and 1its enclosures show that there “is absolutely no foundation for this
view.” As regards the detention of large timber, action was taken in consequence
of what the Forest-officers themsclves had brought to notice. The Conservator sup-
ported the Collector. The Ranger no doubt protested in the particular cases mentiond,
arguing that as permits were forthcoming, there was no ground for the detention ;
but the question was not whether there were permits in existence, but whether those
produced were not fraudulently used ; and this involved an inquiry into the conduct
of the forest subordinates themselves. So far as the searches in the villages are
concerned, the report shows that there is nothing to support the allegation that action
was taken without the countenance of the Forest Department. The personal bad
feeling that.exisfed -between some of the revenue and forest subordinates caused a
certain amouunf, of friction; but it was only when his own conduct had been called
in question that Ranger Newman began to oppose the Deputy Tahsildar’s action in
the villages. The report says : “though all the prosecution statements were filed by
the Ranger and the details of the cases were consequently well known to him, his
letter No. 439, dated 21st December 1893, is the first in which he takes exception
to the legality of the seizures of small articles in the villages, and that letter was
written after he knew that his conduct in connection with the illicit felling of timber
was viewed with grave suspicion by the Collector.” ]

8o far as difficulties arose from the personal jealous animosity that existed
between the Deputy Tahsildar and the Ranger, the Government is of opinion that the
Collector should have intervened at a much earlier stage. The revenue and forest
subordinates are here, as in other parts of India, independent and in no way subordinate
the one class to the other; but there being numerous circumstances in which they
have of necessity more or less intimate official relations, it is essential in the public
interests that they should work in harmony and it is the duty of the Collector, who
has in his district supreme control over both, to take care that this object is attained,
Fortunately cases of friction are of very rare occurrence.

10. Ona careful review of the results of the inquiry, His Excellency the Governor
in Council has no hesitation in declaring that the gemeral conclusions at which
Mr, Sturrock has arrived are fully warranted. The existence of 4 widespread traffic
in illicit forest produce necessitated stringent measures of repression. The duty of
searching houses is not one which falls ordinarily within the scope of a Forest officer’s
functions, though such searches may be executed by the Police under warrants obtained
at the instance of the Forest Department. In Kurnool the limit of interference on the

art of the forest staff had, by local orders, been very properly defined as the forests
and their immediate neighbourhood. 1In the cases reported by Mr.« Sturrock all the
searches appear to have been conducted by the Police or by the 2nd-class Magistrate
himself, and the proceedings were thropghout perfectly lggal. Similar remarks apply
to the detention of large timber. It is pbserved th.at in Guvvalgunta the seizures
made by the ranger were of articles found in manure pits. The complaints of wholesale
illegality and oppression on the part of the District Revenue authorities must be
dismissed as untrue. The minor points 1 which their conduct is open to comment
or animadversion have been sufficiently potl.ced in the preceding paragraphs. With
regard to these the Board of Revenue will issue such subsidiary instructions as may

be required. ]
11. There is one further matter to which the Government would direct the

Board’s attention. No complaint has reached the Government on the subjeet, nor is it
noticed in the report ; but it seems desirable that the Board should ascertain whdther
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the people have reasonable facilities for procuring the timber they require and which the
forests supply. If the Government holds a virtual monopoly of any produce, it is a
primary obligation to satisfy all legitimate demands therefor with the least incon-
venience practicable, since every difficulty raised in the way of supply may incite and
conduce to erime. It appears that the felling of certain species of woods was prohi-
bited in 1890, and from the seizures made in these villages it is evident that these
woods were in constant demand. They seem to have been procurable at the Ernapad
depbt; but it should be ascertaine whether the supply at this depdt is usually
sufficient, whether the one depdt is ez_wugh, and genel:al]y whether there is any
ground of dissatisfaction in connection with the supply. of tun}_;er of the kinds required.
The Board should further ascertain w'hqther these particular klpds of wooq are essential
for the purposes specified. It is believed that bab.ul (acacia arabica) is extensively
used in the ‘manufacture of wheels and agricultural implements, but the Government

is not aware whether this species is common in Kurnool. /

(True Extract). /é/

Secretary to Government, :

{ % iy h v v

To the Board of Revenue (}Bnd Revenue).
» the d udicial Department
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Rxd. C. M. Brisson,
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