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Extract from the Proceedings of the Government of India in the Home Depart-
ment (Fudicial),—under date, Simla, the Fuly 1894.

READ—
Home Department Circular letter No. isJudicial, dated the r2th July 1893.
Reply from the Government of Madras, No. 2034, dated the 3rd October 1893, to
Military Department.
the Government of Bombay, No. 6885, dated the 2nd November 1893.
. the Government of Bengal, No. 3632-A., dated the 10th August 1893.
2 4 r ',:'f‘! 1 . ,, the Government of the North-Western Provinces and Oudh, No. 2297,
; I dated the 8th August 18393.
8 . the Government of the Punjab, No. 6-C., dated the 18th October 1893.
aReE " g the Chief Commissioner of the Central Provinces, No. 5901, dated the 5th
. August 1893.
i the Chief Commissioner of Burma, No. 740—4-C.-5, dated the 25th July
1893.

) 13

RESOLUTILON,

B 1 [N the Circular letter quoted in the preamble it was suggested by the Gov-
ernment of India that Cantonments which have special Cantonment Magistrates
- should be divided into two classes, v7z., important (those with a civil population of

; | 10,000 or more) and. minor Cantonments (those with a civil population of less
S . than 10,000), with a view to the appointment of the most experienced officers
. to the posts considered most onerous and responsible. It was also stated that

B g one of the essential features of thenew scheme to improve the service of Can-

5 tonment Magistrates, which has lately been introduced, is the establishment
= of a general service to form the recruiting ground for a large portion of the
<A : Judge Advocate-General’s Department. The Lo_cal Goverpments concerned
g, were asked whether, in order to give effect to the objects mentioned, they would
: agree to the transfer of Cantonment Magistrates being made irrespective of
' Presidency and Province, and to the selection and appointment of these officers
being left to the Government of India.

». The Governor General in Council is glad to observe that the suggested
classification of Cantonments has been everywhere accepted, except as regards
certain Cantonments under the Foreign Department where the circumstances are
peculiar ; the Cantonments to which it will be applied are shewn in the annexed list.

W
A

3. The proposal that the selection and appointment of Cantonment Magistrates

for these Cantonments should be left to the Government of India is also generally

. accepted. The Government of Madras point out that the formal appointment as
Magistrate must (under section 12 of the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1882, and

section 7 of the Cantonments Act, 1889) remain with the Local Government ; the
Government of Bombay would add a proviso that as many places on the general

cadre of Cantonment Magistracies as there are sole charge Cantonment Magis-

tracies in the Bombay Command should be filled by officers of the Bombay

Army, if properly qualified; and His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor of the

& ,ff‘ : Punjab urges that privilege leave vacancies should be filled locally as at present.
= : The Governor General in Council is pleased to direct that in future the Gov-
! ernment of India will nominate officers to the Department. The services of the

officers selected from time to time will be placed at the disposal of the Local
Governments, who will then empowes them in accordance with the Acts quoted.
In making selections the Government of - India will endeavour to secure that
officers having local experience in ea "Province and Presidency shall be duly
represented, as far as possible, in the'Cantonments therein situated. Vacancies
for not more than three months may be filled up ‘as at present by the Local Gov-
. > ernments without reference to the Government of India.
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4. Some exception has been taken to the proposed transfer of officers between
different Presidencies and Provinces. The Governments of the North-Western
Provinces and Oudh and of the Punjab, under which the majority of the Canton-
ments are, seem to anticipate ad.ministrgtiveincom‘enience if this proposal is ac-
cepted. Sir Charles Crosthwaite cpnslders that in the larger Cities and Canton-
ments in his Province it 18 essential to have officers of long experience and
knowledge on the spot who would be capable of dealing with the people in emergen-
cies such as occasionally arise in those places ; His Honour thinks that if military
officers appointed as Cantonment Magistrates are no longer to be subject to transfer
and removal under the orders of the Local Goyernment, and are to be changed
from one Province to another, they will begin to consider themselves inde-

endent of the authority of the District Magistrate to whom they are by law

cubordinate; and that probably officers who have been found wanting in
one Province will be transferred to another and appointed to stations without
any regard to their knowledge of the language and the customs of the
eople, or to their special fitness for the requirements of the stations to
which they may be posted. Sir Dennis Fitzpatrick desires that only officers
of at least five years’ experience as Cantonment Magistrate, who have passed
all the necessary examinations and who have been habitually conducting the
business of their courts in the Hindustani language within the two previous
ears, should be transferred from other parts of India to the Punjab. His Honour
the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal also deprecates the transfer of an officer
from one Presidency to another with which he is unacquainted.

5. It seems to the Governor General in Council that the object of the proposal
has been somewhat misapprehended. When it was suggested that an important
Cantonment should be understood to mean one the charge of which shouid,
unless for exceptional reasons, be held by an officer of at least five years’' expe-
rience as a Cantonment Magistrate who has passed all the necessary, examinations,
while a minor Cantonment might be held by a Cantonment Magistrate of less
experience, provided no other officers were available, it was not intended that
a hard and fast rule should be laid down. One of the main objects of the changes

roposed is to secure the most experienced officers for the most onerous and re-
sponsible charges, as well as to give more officers an opportunity of gaining expe-
rience in important Cantonments so as to qualify for selection for the Judge Advo-
cate-General’s Department. The Government of India in no way wish to waste
local knowledge and experience by frequent transfers to distant parts of India.
Ordinarily, an officer of over five years' expenence and in charge of an 1m-

ortant Cantonment would not be transferred to another Province; but it seems
obvious that in many cases there will be a distinct administrative advantage
in transferring an officer who has gained considerable experience n a minor
Cantonment to a Cantonment in another Province where there are only officers
of little or no experience available. Cases such as those mentioned by His
Honour . the Lieutenant-Governor of the Punjab, of Cantonment Magistrates
in charge of important Cantonments who have less than fiye years’ experience,
but have acquired a considerable knowledge of the Jaws, language, and customs
of the Province in which they are serving, would usually be treated as excep-
tional ; such officers would not be transferred when 1t would, on the “_fhole, be
advantageous that they should n'ot»be moved. The Government of India do not
propose to transfer any ofﬁper 'W1thout consulting the Local Goyermpents con-
cerned, or without commumcatmg_the. conﬁdeqthl reports concerning his character
and capacity. If it is shown that 1t w1ll‘be a distinct admlplstratlx'e advantage not
to make a proposed transfer, the rule will be r.elaxed. Subject to the rule as to the
ualification of five years' experience for an important Cantonment Magistracy,
the Government of India will not limit the power of Local Gov.er.ngnents_ to
transfer Cantonment Magistrates within the Provinces as before ; butifitis desired
to make an exception to the five years rule, a previous reference should be

made to the Government of India.
6. With these reservations the proposal to make transfers irrespective of Presi-
rovince, which 1s essential to thescheme of an Imperial Department of

dency and P
Cantzlmment Magistrates leading up to the Judge Advocate-General’s Department,

7 3
appears, in the opinion of the Governor General in Council, to be likely to prove of
advantage to the administration, and His Excellency in Council desires that it

should be tried.

7. Itis therefore decided that the officers serving in the Cantonment Magis-
tracies in the appended list be formed into an Imperial service under the Home

Department of the Government of India, to which applications for leave of absence |

for more than three months should be made through the Local Government,

and to which all communications concerning vacancies of more than that period |

should be addressed. Further orders will be issued on some subsidiary matters, '

.

such as the qualifying examination to be passed by candidates for appointment
to the Department.

ORDER.—Ordered that this Resolution be communicated to the Local Govern-

i, ments and Administrations marginally noted, for

Bombiy, ' 4 information and guidance, and to the Foreign and
Bengal. ili

Beng s Prorinces and Oudh. M_lhtary Departments and_the Department of
Punjab. Finance and Commerce, for information, and that

gl Pravioces; it be published in the Supplement to the Gazette
of India. '

[True Extract.]
J. P. HEWETT,
Ofg. Secretary to the Government of India.
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or
,Gaéﬁsgxa, thgaﬁidrl ebruary 1895.

* »
g 11 FEB 1395-§

My dear Mr . Eruce @me a5 A
Under the concludlng paragraph of the Resolution

\4,

No. 9 Judl /'774-?84 dated the 18th July last, appllcatlons

of Cantonment Magistrates for leave of absence for more

than three months have to be submitted through the Local

Government to the Home Department. In order to enable the
Government of Indiz to make timely arrangements to provide
officers to take the place of those intending to take-leave:f

it would I am to say, be convenient if before the commence-,f

. ment of the leave- season, deml official intimation. could be.;

given to thls Department as to the officers likely teo take
leave during it, for whom substitutes w111 be required, anQ'

I am to ask that if His Excellency the Governor in Couneil

sees no objection this course may be followed.

Yours Sincerely,

/P

To
The Hon'ble . ¥. FPrice, 0,8.1.,

Chief Secy. to the Govt. of Madras.
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