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P e S Godd e N FEL ‘ ' |
; e BN e ey S S Resead P . | MAY IT PLEASE YOUR EXCELLENCY,
. . N\ -
ﬁ . i ool ’ At T Yo b TgE RUMBLE PETITION OF THE UNDERSIGNED
e e R CIFTY T Rath ﬁ. ; ¢ MAHOMEDAN INHABITANTS
: \ X : | of TRICHRNGODE QapeM DisTRION MOST
fl RESPECTFULLY SHEWETH :—
: umble petitioners beg to state, that, at a distance

Your Excellency’s It
to the west of the town Trichengode, there is a large tank called

Teppakulam that the people of the thousand houses which exist there, Were doing
all the necessary marriage rites and the funeral ceremonies, 10 the above said
tank, thab the .4rthanariswarar’s floating fostival called Tepposchavan, takes
place, in tho said tank, thab 15 or 20 thousand of the people who come to witness
the festival, bathe in the same tank, that, in the Moharam festival, on the 10th
day, the Mahomedans used to g0 with the drummers and take the Chapram with
Allah placed inside, to the above tank and bathe there, thatb 700 or 800 of the
people, who would get down into the Agnikundam, with the necessary bandages,
in their hands, used to resort tO the same tank for bathing, that 400 or 500
people would do the same thing, in a minor Kaliamman’s festival, that, in the

gmall and large Mariamman’s festivals, the people would snatch away the wooden
ole, fixed in the groun ank, throw the

d, would go with the drummers to the b
pole in the tank and bathe there, that, in the Kaman feast, people would go with
tom-tom and bathe there, that, very pear the tank, there is a burning ground,
where the people either bury their corpses ot burn their dea

d bodies and bathe,
in the tank, that, from this reason, the people do nob drink water oub of the tank,
that, from time imme

morial, the town was founded, it was only to colebrate the

tocal festivals, the tank in question Was dug up.

of two furlongs

(2). Al the festivals of the Hindus take place only in the same tank.

2 ' 1l 4 (8). In the year 1894, on the 10th day of Moharam, at about 3 0'clock,
and disguisers’ marched forth, in grand array and with
full play of the disguisers in harmony with the beats of the drummers,
up to the precincts of the Taluk Cutchery, when the Head Constable
Mahomed Kassim Sahib brought the Constable Fakir Beik Sahib, with the
disguise of a Digambar, tied iron chains to one of his legs who entered
our crowd, confused us by playing on one side of our crowd, with the iron chain
4 tied to his leg and beating us all round ; other constables such 28 Kitta Kathar
Khan Sahib, Chabu Mian Sahib, Syed Moideen Sahib, Gulam Rasul Sahib, Syed
Moideen Sahib, Gulam Rasul Sahib, the Taluk peon Babjee Sahib, all these five
peons, clapped their shoulders,

took, 1n hand, their clubs and disturbed us.
When we asked them to clear from the crowd, they, with one voice threatened
to prosecute US, when we would ge

t down into the alleged Teppakulam tank for
pathing. This fact, we duly reported 10 the Shristadar and Magistrate.

Allasamy’s portable cars,
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Sheristadar Magistrate, the Town Magistrate who was also the Chsirman, the
Dresser, and some other officers, went with the Taluk constables, along With’ n
Allasamy’s‘cgr, to the large tl‘eppakulam, above mentioned, so as to guard us agai :
such opposition. The Magistrate ordered the Head Coustable, to stand b% hn.s
and not to mingle with the crowd. The Head Constable not only vio]ateyd tlhu;

“ orders but also ordered his own Constables to drag and bring thither sucl
& v 1 men

who would bathe in the tank. After orderi :
Wi nasablos. rdering so, he did not stop but accompanied

(4). The Constable Kathir Khan Sahib and the Head Constable dragge& 5

Kathir Batcha Sahib who was just washing his hands and face, from the tank. and
brougbt him, before the Magistrate. The Magistrate said that it was wron ’ on
his part, to have entered the crowd, that he must leave Kathir Batcha Sahib El’on
at once. The Head Constable, in spite of the express order of the Magistrate :(;
the contrary, charged Kadir Batcha Sahib and some other Mahomedans bef’ore
the 2nd Class Magistrate and also sent the Charge Report to the Ma "strat
‘I'he Magistrate enquired into the matter, arrived at the conclusion tb{;n* wh et:
the Head Counstable did was wrong, and dismissed the case. We h’ave re;ceiv:d
copies of such Judgments.

(5). 1In the year 1895, the Moharam festival commenced on the 25th June
and continued till the 4th July. When we were going with the Allah’s car, that
day evening, at 4 p.u., preceeded by the drummers, the Inspector of Police, his x’vriter
and the Village Munsiff Raja Gounden, came together before us. The Village
Munsiff and the writer, upon the order of the Inspector of Police entergd
our crowd, ordered us to stop the beat of tom-toms and music, and wr(;te down
the name of each disguiser. While we were passing through the large Kaliamman’s
temple, the Tahsildar, the Police Inspector, the Sheristadar, the Sub-Registrar, the

Dresser, Venkatesa Tawker, the elder brother of Animur Jamindar, the Vakil -

Narasa Aier, Appu Aier, the Cutchery Gumastahs, all these obstructed our path
and stood across the road. The Police Inspector ordered that, in case we vioth d
their orders, and went our way to the large Teppakulam tank, he wonld shoot - 8
down. The Tahsildar eaid that he would punish us. The ,Vakil Narasa oAiu

who stood close by, raised considerable objections as to the lawfulness of tl‘:
utterance of the Police Inspector. The very same Inspector was lately transfer-
red to Dencarikottah, as having been concerned in the case. A revjirew of - the
order made to the Police Inspector for immediate transfer within 24 hours will
testify as to the truth of the case and the Police Superintendent has accorded
sanction against the said Police Inspector for prosecution.

; 6. All round the large Teppakulam, the Head Constables, the other
Police Constables, the sub-station Head Constables and the other Constables, the
Taluk peons, the Village Thottis, stood, upon the order of the authorities.

7. Feariog that there will be serious disturbance, we came back to our
temple.

8. That day, the Tahsildar informed to all, by beat of tom-toms, that
any one who desired to bathe, in that tank, might take tickets from him and do so.
Further, he called for a list showing as to the number bathing in the tank, that

3

day. We prepared the lists accordingly, went to the Tahsildar, submitted them
before him. He refused to comply with our request and said that he would punish
such persons who would bathe in the tank and took depositions from us to the

effect.

(9.) The Hindus were not allowed for a long time to pass the musjid
with tom-tom. During the marriage of the daughter of Subroya Chettyar, the
people came to the musjid well, with accompaniments of music, upon the induce-
r ont of the Tahsildar and the Police Inspector. With the object of creating a
dispute between ourselves and the Hindus, they did so. If they should play
music, in future, before our musjid, no doubt, there will be a disturbance.

(10.) This Tahsildar created a dispute in the same manner, between
the Hindus and the Mahomedans at Palcote. So also, in order to create a similar
misunderstanding here, he allowed the Hindus only to bathe, in the tank, in and
out of the time of Hindu festivals, above mentioned and allowed the Hindus to
play music before musjid, while he restrained this Mahomedans from going to the
large Teppakulam tank, during the time of Moharam and thus put a stop to our

Moharam feast.

(11.) We informed the same, by means of the wire, to the District
Collector and the Divisional Magistrate and also we petitioned the Collector for
our redress of grievances. The Collector ordered that it was unjust on the part
of the Tahsildar to have restrained the Mahomedans from bathing in the tank,
while be freely allowed the Hindus to do so, that he had no power to do so, that
the Taluk Magistrate was wrong in passing such orders, that the Mahomedans
might bathe, as usual, in the tank. Upon that, we ourselves, the Alla’s cars, and
the Drummers all went to the large Teppakulam and bathed there and thus cele-

brated the Moharam feast.

(12.) We humbly request your Excellency to 'get for us, a compensa-
tion value of Rs.1,000 for having delayed the Allasamy’s festival for 13 days, for
our loss and our public disgrace, from the Tahsildar and the said Police Inspector.

(13.) Excepting this large Teppakulam, the people of the thousand
houses there, have no other river or a tank, to bathe, for a distance of 7 miles. We
were bathing formerly, in the small Teppakulam, in the town. Some 20 or 25
years back, while Mr. Manuel was the Tahsildar of Trichengode, he ordered that
the small Teppakulam in the Town, should be reserved, as it contained fresh water .
and left open for drinking purpose only. He further repaired the same tank at
his own cost of 6,000 or 7,000 Rs.

(14.) This custom continues upto date. Some 20 years back, during
the time of famine, when Mr. Longley was the Collector; he came there together
with the Zillah Surgeon; the Zillah Surgeon was asked by him to look into the
nature of the small Teppakulam water. The Doctor certified as to the good quality
of the water. Upon which, Mr. Longley repaired it at a cost of 4,000 Rs. Besides
these, there are in the town, Musjid well, Chinnan well, Kanakapillai's well,
Odyar’s well, Thumbachetty’s well, Subramania Gurukal’s well, the Higher milky

spring water well, the Lower milky water spring well, Kaliamman’s well, Muthan
Tope well. These 11 wells are those in which we can get down and fetch water.
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(15.) Besides these, there are 7 other wells.such as, Erakath Covil well,
‘ A graharam well, Munyappen Covil well, Subroya Chettyar’s well, Appavu
L Chettyar’s well, Mariamman’s new well, all in the heart of the town. All these
e P! wells are used by the people for drinking purposes. Of these, the people drink
chiefly, the small Teppakulam, the Chinnan well, the musjid well waters.

R ((16.) While the facts are so, the Tahsildar out of_a bad motive, wrote
to the Collector to say that the tanks and wells in the town are unhealthy and

cause guinea-worm, that only the Large Teppakulam, situated at a distance of 2
furlongs contained good water, was fit to be drunk and be reserved.

43¢
X : (17.) If your Excellency be pleased to make a visit once, to the town of
)

TR Trichengode, test the quality of water there, your Excellency will be doing a very
great justice to the poor people of Trichengode.

(18.) The Tahsildar, with a bad view to reserve the tank in question,

5
‘.{' visit them, If that tank should be reserved, the people of the thousand houses
: there will suffer a great deal and very likely, there will be a great disturbance.

,_, (19). As we are all very poor people, we are at a loss to understand at
| et what time the T'ahsildar of Trichengode will do injury to us.

]

!' -
‘_‘{' the Hindus and the Mahomedans. The Hindus never preferred any complaint,
| ? 3 regarding the Teppakulam, in question, either to the Tahsildar or the Police

Inspector.

_so} (21.) If your Excellency will be pleased to transfer the said Tahsildar
?‘ and other constables concerned in the matter, and to order for the free usage of
s the large Teppakulam ouf of the town, for bathing purposes, your Excellency will
be a doing a very great favour to the poor aggrieved inhabitants of Trichengode.

- (22.) In this town, after the arrival of this Tahsildar, the FPolice
- Inspector now transferred, the Head Constable the other Police constables, there
were disturbances, in 1894 and 95, during the Moharam festival and before their
time, we never knew of such disturbances. Ouly they are there, so many distur-
bances arige. To corroborate our statement, we have herewith attached true
copies of the orders of the Collector and the Superintendent of Police, who trans-
ferred the Trichengode Police Inspector as having been at the bottom of these

disturbances.

(28.) TUnder these circumstances, we the undersigned Mahomedan in-
habitants pray for the immediate transfer of the above mentioned officers and the
freo use of the tank in questien. The copy of the Police Superintendent’s order
according sanction against the Police Inspector is herewith appended.

We beg to remain,
Your Right Honorable Excellency,
Your Excellency’s humble servants,

writes very often to the Collector and the Deputy Colleetor and goes, in person, t0

(20.) At Palkote, this very Tahsildar created a great dispute between «f
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