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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT.

B N e

Riap-—the following paper :— \
From Colonel H. W. H. C0X, Commissioner I Police, Madras, to the Chief
Secretary to Government, dated 18th October 1895, No. 94.

1 have the honour to request that Government will be pleased to take into
consideration the advisability of amending the Madras Hackney Carringe Act 1879
(Act I1I of 1879) and assimilating its provisions with those of Bomﬁuy Ac,t V of
1863 by—

(1) making offences under the Act cognisable by the Police ;

(2) requiring licensed drivers to give notice of change of place of residence ; and

(3) requiring licensed drivers, while actually engaged as such, to be cléanly
and decently dressed.

9. An experience of nearly four years as (lommissioner of Police convinces me
that these changes must be made if the public is to be well served and the law
affecting hackney carriages effectually worked.

3, The present procedure is slow and uncertain and adds much to the clerical
work of the Presidency A agistrate’s ostablishments. Under the most favourable
circumstances a week intervenes between the offence and trial, and in the majority of
cases this period is greatly excoeded from circumstances which are unavoidable. A
very large proportion of offenders against the Aect escape punishment altogether.

4. I append two statements showing (A) the number of vehicles and drivers
licensed and receipts and expenditure, and (B) the number of processes issued and
executed during each of the five years ending December 1894, There are at present
2,256 vehicles and 2,319 drivers on the register, and during the first half of the current
year 1,460 summonses and 287 warrants were issued, of which 1,132 and 117 were
Served and executed respectively.

5. Tt will be observed that the proportion of summonses served has steadily sunk
from 91 per cent. in 1889 to 79 per cent. in 1894, and that the proportion of warrants
oxecuted has fallen from above 90 per cont. to below 50 per cent. The fignres for the
first half of the current year show a further decrease.

6. An easy.way of accounting for these results is to atiribute it to remissness on
the part of the Hackney Carriage Police establishment. That individual instances of
such remissness do oceur, I have no doubt ; but L am satisfied that there has been no
such systematic negligence on the part of these men as would account for the results.

‘ 7. The Police establishment for working the Hackney Carriage Act is two sub=
inspectors and four constables. All processes jssued under the Act are executed by

these four constables who have, moreover, other duties to perform, and a very large
D

roportion of the cases prosecuted are taken up by them. If Government sees serious
sable by Police, I must ask for an

objections to making offences under the Act cogni

increase of the establishment, but I am convinced that completely satisfactory results

will not be obtained until every police officer is made responsible for the detection of
Hackney Carriage Act offences.
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8. Under the Bombay Act all licensees are required to oi i
address under a penalty of Rs. 20. Section 18 ofqthe Madrgsvzgto ilt,?cfu(i)ﬁe: htzillflx%%d(l)f
place of abode of a licensed driver shall be entered in his license, but there ‘is ng
provision in the Act requiring him to notify change of zbode, O‘v’nérs 6f licensed
carriages are required to give such notice under section 13, This anomaly should be
removed, for these men are exceedingly migratory in their habits and the (yiiﬂicult of
finding them when they are wanted is sometimes very great. I’f this change inythe
D

law is adopted, it will diminish the necessity for making offences cognisable, but it does
)

not meet the ease of offenders against section 20—dri\?ing without a license. A very

large proportion of the offenders who escape punishment are th i
section 20, who have given false names and addresses. The word 3812[1(1)1;?111(31“[’1’(1?111'
section 21 renders it almost impossible to get at such persons indirectly =

9. Some licensed drivers, especially the drivers of .
dirtily and untidily dressed and there is no remedy, Alstthir;:t%cl(l)d fggszeca{;‘ ages, are
license in the case of drivers who systematically appear in dirty or ra dl'erieztil a
might have some effect, but, as the law does not make either cleanliness %{fed clothes
condition of employment as driver of a hackney carriage in Madras, it Woulcf Cengyba
proper to refuse to renew a license on this ground. {2 oG
10. I append a note (marked C) showing the alterati ks
Hackney Carriage Act which I cons?ider advigsable and W(l)(z):?}? a‘;]lll(: 2;11(111%0’15 t_to th}’
Government. sideration o

Excrosurges.
A.
. |
Number of { Number of A
Years. carriages, drivers, I Receipts. Fixpenditure, d %;’d';gf Ox
e T ance.
R3. A, p,
(L, IR OCR = Wiy T o 1,807 2119 1T 6 | 137 5% %1 8 3
1881 o 1 oo . “ . 2,028 3,117 14 0 2,925 12 2 192 1 10
iggg uy 2 i o3 » = g,gg; 2,234 12 o 3,433 5 @ 208 9 6
£ sy L e b A . ) 1367 2 0 3,215 1 :
:334 T 0 LI T i,ggg 332?, gygig (_;10 2,974 tln? ;i(‘) g{?
5 e e .. e . ) ] 3 E 9
1325{5 53 oA x = o gggi g,éiz 3,628 0 0 g'ggsl; glg 9(155 1; ?
1 M by et i ngiipe: o ! \94H 3,717 14 0o 3.9
1888 . 2,325 2,634 4,005 8 o 5568 1.;. 1 gé 151
1889 . 2,330 2,685 3,872 8 0 3135 1 3 737 6 9
T R P e 2,319 2,597 3,828 8 0 3,802 1 0 25 7 0
1891 s . 5 rE o 2,242 2,527 3,721 14 o 2,411 14 6 1,309 15 6
1893 - L S e e o) 352}, g,zgg g,gw 40 2,507 4 4 1,411 16 8
1893 i I e o .. 3 2,7 915 4 0 2,765 14 v
YRR 4 g Bt e e oy g i 2,214 2,415 3,668 10 0 2,552 15 g %}12 13 i
1,
e SRR
B.
Bummonses. Warrants.
Year.
Tssued. Served. Tssued. Executed,
1889 e e e . 1,611 1,467 96 90
1890 ean T s N 2,004 Sebd 112 97
1891 3 i il s 2,664 2,304 226 179
1892 FANLT RIS S 2,600 2,244 272 180
1893 g iy = & 2,667 2,182 334 195
1894 A S RNt 2,466 1,966 426 211
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C.
Prorosep amendments and additions to the Madras Hackney Carriage Act (Act III of 1879).

Section 13.—After the words “ section 8 ”” insert  or section 18.”

Section 38.—After the words “ infectious disease ” add * or who shall be dirty in person or
attire, or otherwise than respectably dressed.”
Adopt section 32 of the Bombay Act as follows or something to the same effect :—

New Seetion—Any Police officer may arrest without a warrant any person committing in
his view any offence against this Act and may seize and detain in any place of safety until
judgment shall be given in the case any conveyance which, for the better fulfilment of the trne
intent and meaning of this Act, it may be necessary so to seize and detain.

OrpEr—No. 2336, Judicial, dated 15th November 1895,

The foregoing letter will be communicated to the Hon’ble the Judges of the
High Court, the Advocate-General, the Inspector-General of Police, the Chief
Presidency Magistrate and the Municipal Commissioners, Madras, for favour of
opinion,

(True Extract.)

Chief Secretary.

To the Hon’ble the Chief Justice, with C.L.
Government Solicitor.
Inspector-General of Police.
Commissioner of Police. t
Chief Presidency Magistrate.
President, Madras Municipal Commission,
through Local and Municipal Department.

»
”
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2
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Fxd. Bhaik Ksrim.
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Madras Hackney Carriage Act.

Commrmcatmg to the Hon’ble the Judges of
the High Court, the Advocate-General, the
Inspeetor- -General of Police, the Chief Prumdenoy
Magistrate and the Mumclpal Comimissioners,
Madras, for favour of opinion, a letler from
the Commissioner of Police, Madras, suggestmg
certain alterations and additions to the —
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