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Declining to interfere with the sentnce of death passed on convict f
Anthony Nadan in Tinnevelly Sessions Case No.81 of 1894 . ’
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JUDGMENT IN
TINNEVELLY SESSION CASE NO. 81 OF 18%4.

Committed by M. Kanthimathy Pillai, Stationary 2nd Class Magistrate of Nanguneri.

Prisoner.
EMPRESS. V. o Anthoni Nadan. (Defended by Pleader Kan~
thimathinatha Pillai).

OFFENCES. o Murder and attempt to commit suicide

under sections 302 and 309, I. P. C.
ASSESSORS; oo o One Vellala and one Brahmin.
OPINION OF ASSESSORS. ..  Guilty.
FINDING OF JUDGE. oo Do.
SENTENCE. To be hanged by the neck until he is dead.

The accused in this case is charged with having murdered his wife

and with having tried to commit suicide afterwards.

9. Six witnesses have been examined for the prosecution. The first is
the grandmother of the deceased woman. She states that the accused and his wife
were sleeping inside the house with the door fastened on the inside while she was
sleeping on the pyall outside. There was nobody else in'the house at the time. To-
wards morning she heard cries inside the house and asked what the matter was.
There wag no reply at first but soon afterwards the accused opened the door and
came out. His clothes were covered with blood and he was bleeding from a wound
on his neck. The witness went inside and found her grand daughter lying on the
oot dead with wounds on her neck and back. A blood stained bill-hook was found
under the cot. The second and third witnesses cameup on hearing the alarm and
saw the accused and the dead body. The accused admitted that he had killed his
wite and that he had attempted to kill himself.

3. The fourth witness is the Village Munsif and the fifth is the Police
Constable who took the corpse to the Hospital.

4. The accused admits having killed his wife but states that he did so in
a fit of insanity.

5. The sixth prosecution witness is the mother of the deceased woman.

She states that the accused never suffered from fits of any kind and never showed
any symptoms of insanity. All the other prosecution witnesses who were acquainted
with the accused give evidence to the same effect.

6. The accused was under the observation of the Civil Apotbecary of
Nanguneri for fourteen days, The Apothecary has certified that he could find no
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signs in the accused of unsoundness of mind.

7. No motive for the murder has been suggested.

8. The defence is that the accused was saddenly seized wiﬁ:aﬁt@_& s |
homicidal mania under the influence of which and when he was no longer respon- -

sible for his actions he killed his wife and attempted to kill himself afterwards,

9. T am unable to believe that there is any truth in the defence theory.
- The wound which the accused inflicted on himself does not seem to have been very
severe and I do not believe that he really made any serious attempt to take his own
life. The fit of homicidal mania which he is supposed to have had is said to have
come on without any premonitory symptoms and to have passed away without lea-
ving any traces behind it. The action of the accused in calmly announcing shortly
after the event that he had killed his wife in a fit of madness does not seem to me
like the act of a mad man,

10. Tt is of course impossible to say what transpired behind the closed
doors of the house on the night of the murder. Itis probable, however, that the
accused had a quarrel with his wife and that he killed her ina fit of passion. His
own words in the Sessions Court indicate that this is the correct solution. When
called upon to plead to the charge of murder he said I murdered my wife—She
spoke disgracefully and so I killed her”.

11. 1 find the accused guilty of murder and' am unable to find. any exte-~
nuating circumstances. He is sentenced tobe hanged by the neek until he is dead
under section 302, I. P, C.

12, The accused is informed that if he wishes to appeal he must do so
within seven days. He notifies his intention of appealing.

15th November 1894, - (Signed) M. D. BELI,

Ag. Session Judge.
(True copy)
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® IN THE HIGH COURT OF JUDICATURE AT MADRAS.
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- The Honouralble é\/ W' W ;I

and

The Honourable My, Justice W‘r" 3

Referred Trial No, { T of 1894

%WM t./é’z,y(_/% Prisoner.

Trial referred by the Court of Session of 1713\2/;44,0«-1,4(‘( Division

Jor confirmation of the sentence of death passed upow the said Prisoner in Case

No. 27 of the Calendar for 1804
ORIMINAL APPBAL o, & §Zs 180 &

Appeal by the Prisoner against the said Sentence,
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Having considered the circumstances of the case as set forth in the foregoing
- papers, the Right Hon’ble the Governor in Council sees no reason to interfere with the

 sentence of death passed on Connct f /27/ dey Satan -
2. The law wﬂl take 1ts course,
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