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To His EXCELLENCY

Tug Ricar HovorsBLE Tar Earr or Evely, ¢. ¢ L E,
&o, &c., &,

VICEROY AND GOVERNOR GENERAL OF INDIA.

The Humble Memorial of Acara NATESWARA PANDARA SANADHI,
Tiruvalur, Negapatam Talugq, Tanjore District,
in the Presidency of Madras.

Most RESPECTFULLY SHOWETH,
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That yonr Memorialist is generally styled and known as the Pandara ‘.
Sanadhi, of the Teruvaroor and four other Devastanams in the Tanjore District,
and, by virtue of his rank and position of Pandara Sanadhi aforesaid, is a
personage of considerable ecclesiastical and social importance in Southern India,
but more especially in the Tanjore District, in which he exercises the functions of |
a Guru over more or less Five Thousand followers.

1I. That the Pandara Sanadhiship is a hereditary office, which Memorial-
ist’s ancestors for generations past have held before him, and which, by virtue of
its being now vested in him, gives him spiritual and temporal dominion over the
following important Devastanams in the Tanjore District, viz:—

(1) Tiruvaroor Devastanam Abishaka Katlai,

& (2)  Do. do.  Annadhana Katlai,
(3) Tirupoohaloor Devastanam, :
4 Fx’g@. } (4) Tiruchankatancoody Devastanam,

i

(5) Tirumacheeoor Devastanam;
as well as the Kalladacoorchy Muttam, and lands pertaining to it, in the Ambasa-
moodrum Taluq of the Tinnevelly District. !

IIT. That” of these, the Tiruvaroor Devastanam, consisting of (1) the Abi-
shaka Katlai, and (2) the Anadana Katlai, is endowed with 500 velies of Nunjah
and Poonjah lands distributed over 20 villages in the Negapatam and Tirutara-
poondy Talugs.

The Tirupoohaloor Devasianam with 200 velies extending over 19 villages
in the Nannilam Talug.

The Tiruchankatancoody Devastanam with 150 velies extending over five * 4
villages in Nannilam Taluq, and

The Tirumacheeoor Devastanam with 30 velies in one and the same
village ; while, so far as the Tinnevelly District goes, the Kalladacoorchy Muttam

.
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owns 30 velies, thus making a grand total of 910 velies, yielding a net income of

RKupees 60,000,

IV. That the lands aforesaid are, for the most part, leased out to some-
where about 2,000 lessees, against a fair ;proportion of whom Memorialist' eventu-
ally has often to enforce his remedies in the Civil Courts of the District having
jurisdiction over the Devastanam lands, and the subject matter of dispute.

V. That it is in connection with the litigation so forced upon Memorialist
that he respectfully approaches Your Excellency, in view to obtaining exemption
from personal attendance as a witness in such courts,

VI. That as Your Excellency - will doubtless realize Memorialist’s high
position, as well as the many urgent and pressing demands upon his time in con-
nection with the discharge of his varied and numerous spiritual and temporal
duties as Pandara Sanadhi, are too often taken advantageof by unscrupulous
lessees to harass Memorialist by vexatious applications to examine him as a witness
in suits, for the most part, of trifling pecuniary value based on, or connected with
such leases, the Courts being naturally reluctant to reject such applications,
althongh they know them to be vexatious, inasmuch as, Primd facie, a party to a
suit has an inherent right to examine his adversary as and when he chooses.

VII. That Memorialist has never yet attended and givem evidence in any
Court of law, preferring rather, when subpeened, to compromise the particular suit,
on ‘terms more or less unfavourable to the interests of the Devastanams, than
lose the time, and incur all the inconvenience of more or less lengthy and
tedious journeys to and from such Courts.

VIII. That on an average 100 to 150 suits have to be filed in the course of a
year in connection with Devastanam lands in the Negapatam - Sub-Court, and the
Munsif’s Courts of Negapatam, Tirutarapoondy and Tiruvaroor, in addition to
50 or 60 Summary suits under the Rent Recovery Act, se that opportunities for
such vexatious applications are numerous,

IX. That, in order to show this is no mere matter of sentiment, Memorial-
ist would specify his ordinary and daily routine duties. In the first place he has
to begin the day by the usual ablutions and poojah, followed by meditation and
prayers, extending altogether from about 6 aA.m, to 10 A Allowing a short
interval for meals, Memorialist has next to attend to the temporal affairs of the
Devastanams which take up a more or less indefinite period of time during each
day, involving as they do such extensive interests, and the supervision of some
five hundred temple servants, whose work and doings have to be constantly kept
under close and unremitting observation.

That Memorialist trusts he has made it plain that, though his office is one
of dignity and importance, it has also its corresponding duties and drawbacks.

That Memorialist would also venture to hope he has made it plain that
his request is but a reasonable one, not only when judged by the light of the facts
above set out, but also in considerati of the circumstance that others' holding
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corresponding positions, such as (1) Mahamud Vanauar Khan Bahadoor, Prince of
Arcot, (2) Rai Bahadoor Thirugnana Sambandha Pandara Sanadhi Avl, Madura
Siava Guru, (3) Sir Vidhiya Narasimmah Bharathasami Avl, Pushpaghiri Madam,

Cadappa Taluq, Cadappah District, have obtained exemption which Memorialist
respectfully craves at the hands of Government.

Memorialist therefore most respectfyy prays that thec Order of the Madras,
Government dated 28th June 1895 No. 1375 declining to accede to the Petitioner’s

request contained in his Memorial to that Government bearing date the 20th May
1§95 may be set aside: that the prayer of this Memorial may be complied with, and
that early orders may issue, under Section 641, Civil Procedure Code, directing his
exemption from attendance as a witness before the Courts of law,

And Memorialist will, as in duty bound, ever pray.

TanJoRE, ' : 2 }
25 July. 1895, o 4 go- Lese el ov7 vV
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