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Bissoyi of Gumma and Gayiba,

Reporting more precisely as to the proprietary
rights in the forests of his muttah alleged by

uryanarayana, —, in the Parlékimed; Agenoy
tracts.
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Reap the following paper :—
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(Land Revenue),
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The Seeretary to the Govt.of Madras,

’

LT -

Revenue Department.

Department off Revenue gimla ,the A?ﬁ”TiJuL" 1894.

and Agriculture.
(Forests)
S 1t \

T 'am directed to comnunicate the following remarks

with referenee to your letter, No .290 dated the R7th April last,
forwarding & petition from Suryanarayana, Bigsoyi of Gumma and
Gayiba forts in the parlakimedi Agency Tracts of the Ganjam Dis=

triet, in which € appeals against th& orders of the Madras ==

o . .
L ABEEEES fe  n

Government No.1480 Judieial , dated 21sT Jiuly. 1898; and No.1645

D /*/57q1
¥ 'l ¢ ; Y 2
- Judieial, dated 16th August 1893.
.’ H
,l) é«‘b'¥a
! ek 2. From the papers secompanying Or veferred, to in yOULFED
‘,’4’-
Yetter tne government of Tndia are unable to arrive at a defin=
- 7

ite conclusion on the question rgfarrud,‘and T am therefore tO =

request that the case may be atated more 15 U gufficient rea-

sons have not i o instance/be;n given for the repudiation by ==
the Madras Government of the petitioner’s elaims. It is not ap-

parent why the Bissoyi’s tenure 18 considered incompatible with

rights of ownership in the forests of his Muttah. It has not o=

pean stated whether or TOL che Zamindar, who 1s alleged to have

=4 to by the petitioner enjoyed

created the service inams referr

o P

’ shts over the forests and conveyed these rights to the -

o | ' e
f WLl A4D

J;LLtionér’s
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His Excellehcy the Viceroy and Governor. General of India in
Council—
: ~ SR et s e ' 4 & , i Mayit please your Excellency in Council,
} : Fahg 3 | f» Ay : The Humble Petition of Suryanarayana”Bissoyi of Gumma and Gayiba, forts
-; il T w2y :' . in the Parlakimedi Agency! Tracts, Ganjam District, Madras Presi ity ket
respectfully sheweth:— : |
1. That Petitioner is one of the Hill Chieftains of the Parlakimedi Maliahs,
the ancestors of the present Zemindar of Parlakimed; having appointed Petitioner’s
aacestors as Bissoyis (literally, trustees) of the Gumma and Gayiba;Maliahs,— to
maintain peace and order in those wild regions, to guard the passes thereof against
the devastating incursions of Savaras(wild hill-men)into the lowlands, and to render

and enjoy the same,! paying to the
Kattubadi of Rs. 400. Vide Mr. Russell’s Report of 1832-4,
2. That in the Sanad-i.—milkeut-istimrar given by Government to the
V ight of demanding military service of the Bissoyis is ey
abrogated and he is declared as entitled to the kattubadi only, the prerogative of = |
demanding military service being reserved to Government only, :

3. That the Zemindar 'has no control over the Bissoyi’s muttah besides the i ok
right of collecting the annual Kattubadi of Rs. 400.Vide G. O, No, 1277 dated 26th /o / v/ .
June 1891, :

4. That petitioner’s ancestors have from time immemorial exercised rights of
ownership over the forests in their muttah, enjoying the produce of the trees and 2,
disposing of trees &c., in the Same way as hill chiefs have done in other Zemindaries

~ in the district, e.g.in the Pedda Kimedi and Bodogoda Zemindary maliahs and even |
in the Chinna Kimedi and Ghumsur maliahs which are directly under Government,

Their rights over the forests havenever been hitherto disputed by the Zemindar op
by Government. st :

o+
-/

g oy

S o

6 That so long as Petitioner pays the Kattubadi of Rs, 400 annually to the |
Zemindar, and zontinues loyal to the Government, his right to the fore‘égg dompo- |

B e

sicg his muttah cannot be infirmed, .

| . 7. That Petitioner’s tenants are all Savara people- a wild hill-tribe whose

ek S g pi PR Ly { ¥ rrpae TR method of cultivation called Pody is as follows: they clear away a small portion of v e
AR IR i Rl : pe- ‘ jungle and sow on the cl‘earing and cultivate it for a period of three years. There.

after they forsake the clearing- which by reason of its being immemovria] waste, ig

unfit for yielding crops again- and migrating in a body with their families & goods

and chattels, they settle in another part and there clear another

portion of th ot g
P R o o period of three years, and go on. This has been the

Pnty
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customary method of agriculture with the Sarava from time Immemorial ; ana to
prohibit himitrom carrying on podu cultivation is to doom him to death ang his race
to extinction.

8. That the Sarava people being denizens of the Jjungle, and exposed to the

chill mountain air and heavy dews of the maliahs, fires are an absolute necessity
with them both by day and night not only for cooking their food and for warming

themselves,but also for scaring away the reptiles and beasts of prey which abound
in the Maliahs.

9. That the preseriptive right of the Savaras is admitted by the late Agent

% of Ganjam, Mr. J.G. Horsfall in his Report:G.0. No.1472/5-9-90, and that the right
Leo!)l.e,whn are tenants of Petitioner,is really the right of theirlandlord your Lordship’s
petitioner.

10. That Petitioner’s means of sustenance is entirely dependent on the well
being of his tenantsthe Savaras;and any rules or restrictions that tend to injure them
must necessarily injure him. Mr. Macarties report embodied in G. O. 1954/2-1192 ¢/ |
shows the details ot payment from these aboriginal people.

11. That the order passed by the Madras Governorment G. O. 1480 21-7.93
virtually condemns the Savaras to famine, cold and death, and renders the ancient

and immemorial tenure of your Lordship’s Petitioner absolutely valueless.

12. That the introduction of forest laws into a rude and wild tract of country
like Petitioner’s muttah, tenanted as it is by a most primtive and barbarous people,
is at the present time premature.That the enforcement of these laws will entail irre-
parable injury of the most serious nature on the Savara peopleand on their landlord,
your Lardships Petitioner whose income is entirely drawn from his lands, which lands
lying as they do in a wild hilly malarious region none will tenant except these
Savaras.

13. That according to the latest census returns,there are 2679 homesteads and
11929 persons residing in Petitioner’s muttah,of whom at leaist 10,000 are Savaras
and the remmant are Paiks and others; but all of them are dependent for their very
life or: the forest.

14. That Petitioner’s family has always been lawabiding and loyal tc the
Government, aud this circumtance, Petitioner humbly prays, may be taken into

.onsideration in deciding the question

Petitioner therefore humbly prays that your excellency in Council on perus-
ing the grounds above set forth and the records of the case will be pleased to restore
to Petitioner his ancient rights over the forest of his muttah., For which act of
mercy, Petitioner, as in duty bound, shall ever pray. ;
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