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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT

Reap—the following paper :—
From the Inspector-General of Police, dated 12th July 1895, No. 4191.

I have the honour to submit, for the information of the Government, a report
from Mr. Fawcett, the Superintendent of Malabar, on the operations of the police in
preventing and detecting coffee-stealing in the Wynaad in the season of 1894-95.
With it I submit the District Magistrate’s covering letter.

9. The work of the police was, I believe, acknowledged by resident planters to
have been effective, and they were, on the whole, satisfied with what was done.
Mr. Faweett’s report shows that the matter was treated with intelligence and that the
police worked hard. The report 1s unf(_)rtunately marred, as Mr. Moberly remarks,
by comments‘on the sett}ement, about which Mr. Fawcett need not have said anything ;
and, if he did say anything, should have been careful to ascertain his facts first.

3. I do not ask, nor does Mr. Fawcett, for any rewards for the police. They
have been rewarded for each case which showed any special ability or involved any
special trouble. This, I thjnk, is sufficient. The men who worked in the Wynaad
received, all of them, the Wynaad allowances, which are fairly liberal. They did not
really do more than the Government is entitled to call upon them to do. In mext
year, if necessary and if the results justify it, I will ask Government to grant a small
reward to each constable who works in the Wynaad during the season.

I attach a statement showing the rewards granted from November to April 1895.
for coffee work in the Wynaad.

EncLosuREs.

Copy of letter from the District Magistrate of Malabar, to the Inspector-General
of Police, dated 19th June 1895, No. 1030-Magl, i e

I bave the honour to forward a report, No. 832, dated 10th instant, from the
Superintendent of Police, on the operations taken to prevent coffee-stealing in Wynaad
during 1894-95. The paragraphs have unfortunately not been numbered. The
report would have been a better one had Mr. Fawcett confined himself to matters
about which he is expected to know something. His statement that since the late
cottlement of Wynaad was set flying (whatever that may mean) the revenue has
decreased is grossly 1.ncorrect;. Subjoined is a table prepared from records in the
Collector’s office showing the revenue of Wynaad taluk since Fasli 1200 :—

Before Settlement. After Settlement.
Fasli. Revenue demand. Faali. Revenue demand.
RS, RS.
1290 To et T 1A 1298 PACER I RS 5 0
1291. . . . 1)029604 1299 .s .- . 1,44,535
1292 e acs 1T Lt SOOI 1300 T e o Ry
1293 ¥ T .. 887287 1301 o o .» 1,70,939
1294 RN | 1 1302 IR .. 1,82,602
4 1295 i jes e 82,687 1303 1 sio oo 1,710,234
\\ 1296 . .. e 82’111
~ 1297 e . . 80,083
i The figures speak for themselves.
-
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2. His statement, “ It is patent to any one standi

- - ’- dmo : 1 ‘.

:;1;?—111; Cc(::)lr';g eze(riy single space in the bottoym of the valle)?sil—lc:llll:d Icscl;?rlxlr?;ﬁn 13;(;1; :

By ik 'u;ﬁ };a , comparatively few on the Wynaad side, where the liey gf char

SR }ie o tf same, show signs of agriculture,” does not agree with what I saw

Sysia s 171 ﬂmaglrls in December last a few days before Mr. Fawcett went there.
y paddy flat in Wynaad to be seen distinctly from the Brahmagiris is in th(;

Tirunelli valley, and that i i 1
I rode throughy,the paddy %ilig‘;.nl e e e ULIeT e T

3. The statement that ¢“an observed

I > effect of th

land which but for it would be cultivated is now fallowe” s;z:tcl)zlgc:;gﬂseegl:d? ;I))etthat
easily proved in the face of the figures given in paragraph 1 supra 4 45 it

4. These mis-statements spoil what is i i :
_ ¢ other tel
gladly testify to the excellent work done by the g;lsfceat(ligiggig: %a;? I():?)If'ftée ie?ry
;r; %)ﬁ'g::r‘};ﬁ;ngc;geg‘gte:ﬁm% and(} trtrmi‘st that it may be possible to gran‘ t some reW:(I)'I(ll
ed in the Wynaad. The Tellicherry and Calicut police di

vl B . ¥ cut police did not have
g n:' uous work as their Wynaad brethren, so that I cannot recommend rewards

5. Before the next coffee season commences, I h

ope that Mr. Fawcett and myself
may be able to meet the Wynaad Planters’ A ek s
more effective prevention of coffee thefts. sl ol e e

——

Cory of report from the Superintendent of Police, Malabar, to the In ¥
of Police, Madras, dated 10th J une 1895, No. 832. spector-General

I have the honour to give you a bﬂrief account of the operations against the
aggravating erime—coffee-stealing, the béte noire of the ‘Wynaad planter ; and in order
that I may do 80 lucidly, I must beg your attention to the circumstances and to the
modes of stealing before speaking of the rethods for prevention which were adopted
during last season.

Ordinarily, when there is a commodity valuable and easily stealable, there

. will be thieves who will steal it if they can; if they are not of one class or caste, they
will be of another. There will be thieves of some kind, But this principle does
not apply strictly to the coffee thieves of Wynaad.

Within its 956 square miles there is, besides the Nayar landlords and Chetties—
the gentry whose family sport is spearing the tiger, very different to the over-fed,
greasy people called Chetties in the eastern country—there is a mixed community of
people from the east : Brahmins (a few), Muhammadans, Canarese and Tamil Paraiyas
in plenty; and there are Mappillas and a few Hindus from the West Coast, as well as
the class called comprehensively coolies, representing, however, very different peoples.

These form what may be called the foreign population, which, but for the coffee,
would not probably be now in Wynaad.
Then there are the autochthonic folk—

Panniars, Kurumbas, Adiyans,
Muppans, Kaders, Erriwas,
Kurichas, |

~ gome sub-divided, as the Kurumbas, who in their tribal divisions indicate what

\ amounts to racial distinctions.

\ Now, some of these are in a condition of predial serfdom—such is the overwhelm-
ing superiority of the law of custom over the law of the Government. Adiyan means
slave, or perhaps more correctly serf, for the two are different ; Panniar means
labourer. The condition is, of course, paralleled in the low country where there is
genuine but not oppressive serfdom.

\ Through various causes, multiplied as they must be into more numerous effects,
there has been considerable change in the general conditions, and one of these appears
in the loss to the landlord of the Panniar to till his land for him and in the more
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obvious fact that a good deal of arable land has been thrown out of cultivation. It 1s
patent to any one standing on the Brahmagiris, thatwhile in Coorg every single space
in the bottom of theval‘leys—called commonly paddy-flats—is cultivated, compgratively
few on the Wynaad side, where the lie of the country is just the same, show signs
of agriculture. The reason commonly givenis: * We do not cultivate as we have no
Panniars.” The late settlement, too, is imputed with mischief ; and certainly, whatever

* the cause may be, since it was set flying the revenue has decreased, and last year it was,

1 believe, lower than ever. Whatever the ultimate advantages of that scheme, an
observed effect of it seems to be that land, which but for it would be cultivated, is ,now
fallow. ;

This prelude is in the way of accounting for a troublesome class of coffee-
stealers—those who strip the trees by night—Panniars, who in the change of things
have been the cat’s-paw by which the assiduous Mappilla has drawn to himself the
chestnuts—1I mean the coffee of the Eurcpean planters.

The Panniars never received much more than subsistence in kind—grain and a
cloth or so from their masters—and they are now required to work for what is
relatively less to enable their masters to pay more tax and for what is little by com-
parison with the average rate for labour. So the serfs sometimes break away in a
night on some sign of oppression—for, savage though he is, the Panniar is very sensitive
to treatment—— and the paddy is left unreaped. It seems, by the way, out of the
question for agriculture to be done while paying at the average rate of labour, which
in Wynaad is high. Coercion has been resorted to, and in this the police have been
used much, not only, although chiefly, by the native landlords, but sometimes by the
Buropean planter. Say, Panniars run away when paddy is to be ploughed or coffee
plucked. Police are informed that such a thing has been lost, and the Panniars
having run away are suspected. In many cases the very appearance of the police on
tho scene to ask the needful questions suffices to fulfil the purpose of the complainant :
the police have appeared, and the wretched serfs, frightened into submission, refurn to
work.

Having been for 2 short time in the distriet, I cannot pretend to account for the
changes through which the conditions of existence of the hill peoples have been
upset. That they have been, there is little doubt. Panniars and other autochthons
derive their patronymic from the land to which they belong or on which they were
born, bearing it with them wherever they go ; or, i the case of some few, from that on
which they live for the time being. Now one seldom finds, I think, the patronymic
and the land the same ; so the people have chifted and many are constantly shifting
hither and thither. Nevertheless, there are some few Who seem t0 be in the old
groove, for they are available to be let out for hire by their masters——just as cattle.

1t is not yet apparent why an oppressed Panniar thrown out of his regular line
of life should steal coffee, but it will be made so presently. Let it suffice, for -the
present, to say that the Panniar, as well as others of his ilk, 1s a moonlighter—one who
steals coffee by moonlight. Happily —the circumstance is rare—if he can be led into
expenditure of his energy for other means of livelihood, he will not be replaced easily.
People of the plains, as Tamil coolies or others, dare not, for fear of a thousand devils—
to say nothing of its natural denizens—go through the forest by night ; so they are not

to be feared as night stealers. True they might go with a torch or by day, but either
is much too dangerous.

Luckily all the hill people are not prone to thieving as the Panniar is unde-
niably. The Kurichas, for example, are absolutely honest, and almost equally sothe
Kurumbas.

Put the estate coolies are thieves in a way. They have been accustomed to
pilfer largely, annexing as a perquisite a seer or so of coffee every week to exchange
in the market for tobacco, betel and other luxuries. This means a steady stream of
loss to the planters, and is most serious.

Then there is stealing from the vats, from tke drying yards, from the store-
houses, from the carts during transit to the coast, and through the malpractices of
dishonest writers who, after the manner of the unjust steward, are (in mixed metaphor)
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a thorn in the flesh of their masters. The modes of thieving are Jeg:

coffee is in the state of the succulent berry, in its parchment or Ontegflqn-whether the
varied that the planters have never known really what they lost. o Ae—e0 many and

Of course, where the thieves are, there will the receivers be galg

question than ¢¢ Who are the receivers ?’’ is * Who are not ? ” Anybo:i,. An easier
coffee. The clumsiness of the law is well known, and, defying it, peopl W'llln receive
on from year to year receiving ad lb. The planters thought the I,)o]ice v:e ave gone
paid by the receivers that they permitted the persistent villainy. T do not :‘ﬁ 80 well
were right, basing my opinion, not on the superlative honesty of the p Olicelntlf th
the probability of the eircumstances as well as in consideration of the diﬁict’ﬂt!lt pr
active opposition to suppress what had become a regular trade through Whichles in
became rich and through which a section of the community of Malabar earned its br:l:(;l

Not only is every petty shopkeeper a receiver, but many petty shopkee
receivers first and then shopkeepers. It has been c:mtomary for a svzarm gf MI;,%I;GZ:

to come up to Wynaad from the Coast to deal in coffee, arriving just before the season -

begins and leaving after it is over ; they erect temporary sheds wherein they live with
their families sometimes, and regularly squat to receive coffee. "'When the planter
sees a number of small shops put up just outside the entrance to his estate, he knows
what to expect. A simple circumstance is sometimes enough to enable one to form a
reasonable estimate of the truth. ¢ If we see a Brahmin drinking under a toddy-tree
we don’t think he is drinking milk.” But the planter has not been able to rid himself
of these offensive parasites, although he knows quite well they are absorbing the tissue
of his estate.

Many of these invaders receive large advances from wealthy Mappilla merchants
on the Coast for nothing else than stolen coffee.

But these are not the only class of receivers. There are the regular resident
receivers—some of them wealthy and influential —and these are, perhaps, the worst
of all. Then there are many native estate owners, eminently respectable, who are also
largely incriminated. Many of these are Chetties—as we discovered during last
season—who have been supplied with stolen coffee by their Muppans, and they are
almost, if not quite, as bad as the worst. The Muppans have been in this way quite
as bad if not worse than the Panniars. Curlously, the Chetties steal from each other.
1t is fashionable to do so.

Conviction of receivers was considered to be so important that the Planters’
Association offered (for years) a reward of Rs. 100 for every conviction of a coffee
receiver. It has always been a difficult matter to realize such convictions. The
munificent offer has not prevented loss of their coffee and, as I will endeavour to
show presently, I do not think that working on the line of conviction of receivers
produces the most potential deterrent to coffee-stealing.

To give a couple of instances of the difficulties in the way of opposition to
receivers. When on special duty to prevent coffee-stealing the season before last,
Inspector Mr. Sweeney, who did capital work, found a man in Vayittiri who made out
that his little plot, containing a few coffee trees and which was not cultivated, pro-
duced at the rate of 17 tons per acre, which is almost six times as much as the most
sanguine Kuropean planter expects from his highly-cultivated estate. Of course,
nine-tenths of the coffee was stolen coffee which he had received ; but although this
was obvious, there was no means of using the law to bring him to account. Again:
There is 2 man in Meppati who, during every coffee season, used to receive cart-loads
of coffee nightly, and throughgut he was busy at work drying and cleaning. No doubt
geveral tons passed through his hands. True he owned a small estate or two, but the

roduce of these was a small amount. As a ton of cherry coffee is worth somewhere
about Rs. 1,000, he was doing very well. He who worked in this way plucked a
bushel and received three or more, and to account for the coffee in his possession he
pointed to his few wretched trees: these being used as a blind, while receiving stolen
coffee was his business; anq to keep up_the.game, he began plucking after the Euro-
pean planters had begun theirs, and carried it on little by little throughout the season.

ey, e e Sy
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The difficulties in the way of preventing coffee-stealing are not to be appreciated
in a glance, and it may be as well to consider further the use of convictions—as they
have been used in former seasons—for purposes of prevention. A very common kind

“of case is this. A man is found conveying coffee—it may be cart-loads. He is asked

to produce his pass. He has none and gives some brilliant explanation. Charged
and fined for being without a pass (if he is not, as too often, acquitted) he is fined a
few rupees and the coffee which it is known he must have stolen or received illegally is
returned to him. One of the cases of this kind during last season was of two cart-
loads stopped near Manjéri; the coffee was measured and so on, and after much delay
the owner (?; was fined and let go with his coffee. I discovered afterwards that this
coffee had been stolen from the estate of Mr. Hamilton in South-East Wynaad
(Coimbatore district). In the absence of a complainant a man cannot be charged for
theft, and in the absence of theft a man cannot be convicted for receiving. And in all
cases where coffee is concerned there is the supreme obstacle behind which the thief
or receiver is so often safe—the unidentifiability of the stuff. Even if a man be con-
victed in one court he will probably be released if he appeals against his conviction.
This is a fine shelter for the thieves; and they know it.

We will be better prepared to view the subject of prevention if we hark back to
the Panniar and see how that, when oppressed and bullied, he is no more a labourer
but a coffee thief. He and the crafty receiver assist each other mutually. The
Panniar must live, and when he finds the yoke of bondage intolerable and throws it
oft, or while ne remains under it and is provided with no money to buy liquor,
tobacco, betel and the like luxuries, he is attracted to the Mappilla petty shopkeeper.
From him he gets trifles on credit. By skilful lying the Mappilla augments the debt
and soon has the wretched Panniar in his clutches. He frightens him and eventually
allows the debt to be cancelled if he brings coffee. Thereby comes stealing from the
trees by night. In somewhat similar style the Muppan steals for his Chetty master
and, like the Panniar, gets about one-tenth of its value for the coffee he has stolen.

Now for prevention; and we will look at the indirect means first; it bears on
prevention of stripping the trees by night.

To prevent the Panniar doing this we must work radically. With the word
Panniar it is meant to include those others of the hill folk who are somewhat similarly
situated. First of all, endeavour should be made to free him from oppression, not by
any legislative measure (which might make it worse for him), but simply by taking
care that his freedom is not inhibited. The freer they are the better; the more will
they come and live on the estates and learn to appreciate good wage and good treat-
ment. Year by year there is improvement in this direction to the advantage of the
planter as well as to the hill people.

Therefore I have given the strictest orders to prevent police being used for
oppression however slight and apparently inoffensive or reasonable. They are to be
very careful indeed, even to absolute refusal to entertain complaint of a cognizable
offence—further than registering it—until they have proper reasons for believing the
complaint to be genuine.

Good treatment will do more to prevent the Panniar moonlighting than anything
else. e must be free to work where he will. At present many Panniars are not.
Many circumstances are brought to bear against his being a free agent; and to this
are superadded his natural shyness of contact with Kuropeans as well as his dislike
to work for six days out of seven But not only this—he must be prevented receiving
advantage through coffec-stealing ; and this we bave endeavoured to do by working
against the receivers.

There seems to be little likelihood of the Panniar returning to prisfine condi-
tions, even were the land-tax lessened. Tt seems that nearly all the landlords once
rich are now paupers, retaining little more than their pride, which prevents them and
their families turning their hands to field labour. The Drink Fiend has had a good
pand in this. vd
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It not being germane to this report, I do not, of co i
might be the general efiect on angi)gult,:m'e “in W’ynaadm:f)’icslzazngghzogsgdie;‘dv\:ll:;
through absorption of the hill fulk by the coffee estates. That the subject deserves
consideration goes without saying. Aund I am not prepared to say, in thje\fuce of the
opinion of those who have had most experience that the people who live by agricul‘ii

t decreasi : i
v‘:rx‘;ull:l S creasingly poorer, that the effect would be the most rbeueﬁcml of all for

My immediate consideration is preventin ing
. : g coffee-stealing; and th i
manner of deubt that improvement in the lives of those who stea% coffoe fron(l‘rtehelirt:lez

by night —a class of erime confined to one class of the —wi :
the estates from depredations. Boopisigcuglh fo ahoh iaiiave

It is now time to speak of the more special and direct ) i :
4 s y ; > t
adopted during last season. The difficulties to be eneounteredn;faxlrl: dl?e:;h;(;]:]iv;ﬂ:
It will have been observed that the receiver has been in the habit of rlecei\;inw ail fhe
(=)

coffee he could get,and that all who were engaged in the business had had their

cunning and other faculties sharpened by much practice.
There was no means of check, If a man said he got his coffee from so and so

there was no proof (as required by the courts, so danger through them was not aPPre-.

hended)—there was no proof that he did not, as so and so had some coffee trees,
There was no means of checking whether during the season so and so had not sold:
twenty times as much as his trees could have produced or of knowing whether any
one had garnered ten times as much as he could possibly have gath.eredc from his owm
trees. :

To trust to prevention through convictions only would havs been a very fecble-

policy. The game would not be worth the candle. " Tustead of being subdued, delin-
quents might be elated by the easy evasion of the law whose limits they knew so
well. Moreover, the police could not possibly work with spirit at the sisyphean
game perpetually. M'inute sentences of imprisonment which never involved leaving
anaad—-being invariably within a month in duration—and trifling fines in the few
instances of conviction, had had very little deterrent c_aﬁect. So would they be
sowerful now ? It was, therefore, necessary to do something else. ‘
Nevertheless, it was by no means advisable to disregard cases and convictions.

b 5 sentences must be offectual and to a very considerable extent. While working
! e tion it was really more than ever desirable that infringement of the Coffee-
3 P.revel',’ o ention Act as well a8 of the Penal Code in respect of coffee should be
stealm.gh revre than nominal sentences. Thanks to the action of the District Magis-
o WIth mgetermined that convictions should be impressive, the Sub-Magisterial
trate W 1(: < ool widensd and those who were found guilty during the last season
horizon -ahpd as never before. There was not only enhancement in the fines but in
were pu;n.s:n risonment. People had something to fear when they ventured to leap
terms ﬁ tlh plaw It is not too much to say that while prevention of offences 18 more
ggl;;gtant tehan (;onviction of offenders, it cannot be done without the latter ; and not

only that the offenders must be made to feel the power of the law. Formerly while

fines were trifling and sentences never involved leaving Wynaad and meant no more
than restriction

' i d sub-jail, the hand
d good feeding for a week or two in a Wynaa \

f the law was 9:(1)0 tgeeble to be felt. It becomes a Very different matter when fines
gre substantial and jmprisonment the same,

involving residence in Cannanore Jail
f few months The very going to Cannanore is itself a serious punishment to the
ora ;
Wynaadee.

i rmised already that revention in its widest sense was our
i it él av?hg(:ett;li:umiﬂht be doney it Waspadvisable first of all to obtain accurate
Rl IIE i efr fhe extent ac;ld quantity of native-grown coffee—the cqﬁeel gro}:vn uﬁ
e o'd the planters’ estates. ~And this was gotten by the simple thoug
Wznaad i i [l the bearing trees and estimating the erop jchroughout
> estates, of course. It w;s d_on:: ;{n atfrlt(;i:adg mv;vnzg
i i o say here, in case objection 1s taken to the
&%ﬁ;ﬁgzﬁi 21?;)?& rel:xititl,nif “ flothiné succeeds like success ” is put aside, that

——— e Ee———_ TP e 4 e
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the scheme for protection was extended to the owner of the s'mallest garder} as {o t.he
largest estate and by the coffee-growers 1n the smallest way it was appreciated quite
as much as it was by the planters.

The result of this survey was entored in each station in a register. The object
of it was to hold in our hands the power to check stealing and receiving in the most
positive way. No one could now grow a bushel and swear he grew a ton.

When the time came for plucking, the gardens were again visited and the
quantity actually gathered in each was noted. F or their own sakes the_ growers were
induced to gather in their crop as soon as 1t was ripe. There was nothing in the way
of opposition, for the people soon l_cnew they were being well protecte-d. _These sm?,ll
growers have suffered much loss hitherto not only by theft, but by swindling, the wily
buyer falsifying his accounts. This latter offence, too, we were able to prevent
partially and the police have earned the good.wﬂl of the small growers, who have last
season been able to get a proper price for their produce.

It was possible, by examination o_f books showing purchases and of passes of
coffee on transit, to exercise very considerable check. The law does not require a
man to keep an account of the coffee he grows, but 1t compels him to account in his
books for all that he buys. Our knowledge of how much each man had grown made
it impracticable for any mat to pretend he had grown, eay, a ton when be had grown
but a bushel or to pretend that be had purchased from another more tl}an th_at other
had grown. There was no vagueness on these points—the vagueness 1n which men
had hitherto made themselves secure, Statements as tlo'purchases could be checked.
and no man was able to possess more than he could legitimately.

By the same means, too, we were able to check the swindling of local growers by
buyers and swindlers from the coast. We were able to exercise a check on every
form of thieving, receiving and swindling through the facts at our command and
acquaintance with the ways and wiles of coffee receivers and buyers ; we were ahle to
relieve Wynaad entirely of the six months’ parasites. A few came early in the season,
saw what was in hand, and, thinking it best to give up the game, went away. Wynaad
was completely free from them during the last season. It need scarcely be added
that many of the coast buyers were thereby much disturbed.

In order to prevent thefts by coolies on the estates, amicable aprangements were
made with the maistries and others of influence 80 that petty pilfering by the coolies
was prevented. Close watch was kept, too, on the markets when the coolies made
their weekly purchases.

There were regular patrols by night along the roads to the estates and to other
places requiring special watch and to the out-of-the-way passes and paths from the
hills to the low country. For this purpose four head constfxbles and fifteen consta.b.les
were taken from the divisions of the district below .the ghits——an arrangement which
brought with it no appreciable inconvenience and involved but the (extra) W}:naﬁ,d
allom?ances to the men. The general effect was that cpﬁee-steallng was I'}:rict}ca y
stopped. Very few planters lost any coffes and most of them lost lllmtn:ix e rgss::
were very trifling and there are good reasons 'for the presumption that k?rg wef: timft
more casos of theft thanare entered in our registers. Of course, Oertamt ;n 8 f(; i
are unpreventable by the police; as when a few seers of poﬁee arefs 0 er:l oo
abandoned estate far from any habitation under the 1mm?d1ate care of no o b\’rionsl
in a case of theft from a drying yard when the planter's watehmen are 0 y
guilty. a - :
Full of diffculty is the matter of preventin theft from carts during transit of
coffee to the coast. yCa.r'cmen will enga.g% to oarrg' coffee at a low 4;1' m‘i?h than they
will earry cinchona or any other produce—a significant fact in itse f.  Their expert-
ness in taking coffee out of the bags and turning Up at the receiving station with the
full weight is positively remarkable. Not only do they steal, l)ut in order to mak_e up
the weight they wet what theéy do not steal and thus reduce its value very eonsider-
ably. o clever are they through long practice that they are able (it is. said all.
round) by a very ingenious process to increase the weight of the sample whieh is-
sometimes sent in a sealed bottle. To prevent losses on the road there were patrols,
watch at halting places, and supervision of passes along with turning out and examiuing
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and measuring the coffee. Copies of the passes were sent with |

where it was comparatively eusy to ascertain whether they (;:;r(iel:y to Wynaad,
whether the coffee was legitimately come by. 'This was very necessar L
the impoverished landlords, ostensible dealers of respectability, and diz a8 Y00 many of

: . hone S
are ready enough to give a pass to any one for a very small recompense in c:fi?\dlka"‘sy

There were however —and it was ineyitable—some small losses on the rq d
very few in comparison with former seasons. The roads are dotted along with \[a » but
harpies, with whom it is most difficult to contend. The cartmen, nibstly Liaam‘mla
also, are no more keen to sell stolen coffee than are they to buy. ppillas

The arrangement for controlling examination of coffee on the road esteng d
throughout the district except in the Palghat neighbourhood, where, owing to tg
coffee estates being in Cochin territery, it was impossible to exercise the best supp::
vision. A proof of the vigilance exercised will appear in the following ecircumstance
In the month of February coffee worth about Rs. 1,200 was seized by the night best
constables within the limit of Calicut town while being transferred from boats to carts.
The owners (?) absconded and never dared to claim it ; and as it was proved from the
appearance of the berry to have been grown in the Ochterlony valley (Coimbatore) it
was handed over, with the Magistrate’s order to do so, to the agent.  Kuowing the
roads were well watched, the coffee had been carried down by river from somewhere
above Nilambur. The individual who did this was highly respectable, dving a large
trade in timber and other things.

This report gives but a general view of the coffee-stealing question and of the
means adopted for protection during last season ; and, though these were snccessful
beyond expectation, it 1s by no means intended to offer the inference that they werve
complete absolutely.  Far from it. We were, however, acquiring knowledge which
will enable us tu be better prepared for the next season, when it is hoped there will be
no losses.

The planters have it in their power, it may be added, to prevent all thieving on
the road—a kind of thieving by which they have always lost very largely and which
the police can never cope with quite successfully unless the planters do moe to help
themselves. The means in their power is this, viz., to put up their coffee in certain
bags which are practically seamless and which are tied and sealed on _the estate and
then placed upside down inside a bag belonging to their carrier, which 1s again sealed
by the earrier in his presence. Some of the planters used these bags during last season
and they lost nothing. If all will use these bags in future, the police will be able to
almost guarantee no losses during transit by road, because no coffee can be removed
from these bags surreptitiously. To remove coffee from the ordinary bag and leave
no mark is quite easy. But no man will tamper with the other bags when his doing
5o is at once clear evidence against him of theft.

The more we know of malpractices in respect of coffee-stealing the more we
ghould be able to meet them and to suppress them ; but we can never hope to suppress
them completely by supervision only. Precautions which are obviously neccessary
should be taken by the planters.

1 will conclude this very imperfect report—written, as it hajpens, under
continual interrupfion_while moving rapidly hither and thither—by expressing my
particular eatisfaction in the admirable work done by third-class Inspector K. Raman
of South Wynaad, and I hope you will allow what he has done against coffee-steal-
ing to have some weight when promotion is in the air. A word or two more: the

olice of North and South Wynaad have done well ; so, too, have those of Calicut and
Tellicherry—others too. But they have not, T am sorry to say, had great encourage-
ment in the way of rewards. But perhaps that is impossible. ~After next season if
operations are very sucoessful, I may ask you to move the Government to make the
men a douceur of a month’s pay all round. I am sure,if coffee-stealing is suppressed
completely, they will deserve 1t, .

P.8.—Attached are two statem ents which are irteresting. A’ shows the amount
of native-grown coffee in Wynaad last season. “B” shows the amount of coffee which
left Wyuaad. The account was taken at Peria on the road to Tellicherry ; at Oliote
op the road to Mysore; af Sultan’s Battery on the road to Mysore ; at the Kutiyadi
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pass ; and at Vayittiri. By far the most coffee passes through Vayittiri, but the account:
taken there is necessarily incorrect as much of the ecotffee which passes through
Vayittiri was (we found) grown in South-East Wynaad of Coimbatore district. The
arrangements made for collecting this information were, of course, imperfect. They

will be better next time.
« (" ig a statement of cases.

A. i
SraTemENT showing the number of coffee estates and theerop plucked during the season 1894-95.
Numbe: .
luitcs, QAT
SEERS.
South Wynaad 0 old Y 45 i B - .« 1,346 4,428,921
North Wynaa.d . . e O e . . .. 3,017 2,361,282
Total .. 4,363 6,790,203
-4 . > ¥ B )
SraTEMENT of coffee passed out of Wynaad. ~Beason 1894-05.
LY Parchment. Cherry. Clean.
BUSHELS. SEERS, BUSHELS. BEERS. RUSHELS. BEERS.

Europeans 44 e o s 78,0567 10 7,739 26 2,055 16

RALIVOA e ow . e hee e 2,565 19 3,399 2% 14,239 9

Total ., | 80,628 1 11,139 3 16,294 25

C. _.
SraTeMENT of cases under the Indian Penal Code and Coffee Act. Season 1894-95.

— Reported. I Detected. Arrested. | Convicted. Lost. Recovered.
RS, A, P. RS, A P
Under the Indian Penal Code . 34 19 46 28 1,223 8 8] 926 10 8

Under Coffee-stealing Prevention Act. 67 54 o 58 &

STATEMENT of rewards in coffee cases in Malabar from November last to April 1895.

Number of
Date. constables ~ Amount.

“WHM
1894. ! RS.
NOVﬁmber . oo v .o v ) . . s oe .l. .
Deoember e .o .o .o .o o v ¢ .. " Bl ¢ i ? .
J1895. :
anuary . . e e Lo il (lete e 5 ée .. e .s
Febma.ry P .o .. ) .w B e, . - . o .
2ndMaroh.. .o ) e .“s % N oy . .o 5 30
2nd ” .o .’: .o L . . . . e .. ;. 5 40
2nd ” .o .o . .e .e s . @ . .o .o 4 36
2nd ” .e . ce M & T .o e o .. o 5 36
80& (1) .o . o .o e .. . L e L 1 3
April e v .o ve .o dee; ol A e .o . .o e
Total .. 20 145

3
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Orper—No. 1684, Judicial, dated 10th August 1895. b

Recorded, with the remark that the Government i )

g 1 v ent rati

interest which Mr. Fawcett takes in his work and the saf%fiﬁ%ﬁed} to note the great
effected in regard to the prevention of coffee-stealing. Ly results which he has"

policy will, it is hoped, be accom anied wi continuance of
i Iyt S puniod Wifh oved M eponem St e e

2. Copies of paragraph 44 of the report and of Sta
be communicated to the United Planters’ Association of gZIESI?:mAIi%Ii):ndedh v willy

P i,

(True Extract.)

J. . I"RICE,
Chief Secretm‘%

To the Inspector-General of Police.
,,  Hony. Secretary, United Planters’ Association,

-

Exd. A, Raitt.

JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT.

(Miscellaneous.)

G.0., No. 1684, 10th August 1895.

-

Coffee Stealing in the Wynaad.—Recording the
report of Mr. Fawcett on the operations of the
Police in preventing and detecting — in the
Wynazd in the season of 1894-95, with remark,
expressive of the satisfaction of-Government; and
directing that copies of paragraph 44 of the report
and of statement appended to it be communicated
to the United Planters’ Association of Southern

India.




T e

e

A A A LA P A A I AN I ity TN

e e

No. 1684, Jupiciar, 10re Aveusr 1895.

B i acbaserrinct P P A R P R e PP S e e e P S e s M e ol

GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT.

Reap—the following paper :—
From the Inspector-General of Police, dated 12th July 1895, No. 4191.

I have the honour to submit, for the information of the Government, a report
from Mr. Fawecett, the Superintendent of Malabar, on the operations of the police in
preventing and detecting coffee-stealing 1n the Wynaad in the season of 1894-95.
With it T submit the District Magistrate’s covering letter.

9. The work of the police was, 1 believe, acknowledged by resident planters to
have been effective, and they were, on the whole, satisfied with what was done.
Mr. Fawecett’s report shows that the matter was treated with intelligence and that the
police worked bard. The report is unfortunately marred, as Mr. Moberly remarks,
by comments on the settlement, about which Mr. Fawcett need not have said anything ;
and, if he did say anything, should have been careful to ascertain his facts first.

3. T do not ask, nor does Mr. Fawcett, for any rewards for the police. They
have been rewarded for each case which showed any special ability or involved any
special trouble. This, I think, is sufficient. The men who worked in the Wynaad
received, all of them, the W ynaad allowances, which are fairly liberal. They did not
really do more than the Government is entitled to call upon them to do. In next
year, if necessary and if the results justify it, I will ask Government to grant a small
reward to each constable who works in the Wynaad during the season.

I attach a statement showing the rewards granted from November to April 1895
for coffee work in the Wynaad.

ENcLosURES.

Copy of letter from the District Magistrate of Malabar, to the Inspector-General
of Police, dated 19th June 1895, No. 1030-Magl.

I bave the honour to forward a report, No. 832, dated 10th instant, from the
Superintendent of Police, on the operations taken to prevent coffee-stealing in Wynaad
during 1894-95. The paragraphs have unfortunately not been numbered. The
report would have been a better one had Mr. Fawcett confined himself to matters
about which he is expected to know something. His statement that since the late
settlement of Wynaad was set flying (whatever that may mean) the revenue has
decreased is grossly incorrect. Subjoined is a table prepared from records in the
Collector’s office showing the revenue of Wynaad taluk since Fasli 1290 :— '

Before Settlement. After Settlement.
Fasli. Revenue demand. Fasli. Revenue demand.
RSB. RS.

1290 o 2 os FOT120 1298 o i ..  1,28,095
1291 Ve s .. 1,02,604 1299 0 . .. 1,44635
1202 . o o 99,891 1300 . o® .. 1,6824%
1293 T it e 88,287 1301 e 5h o 1570,989
1294 o ol €S 84,217 1302 e o .. 1,82,602
1295 X 23 ou 82,087 1303 s ¥ .« 1,75,234
1296 A ¥ % 82,111

1297 s I 80,083

The figures speak for themselves,



NI IH

A AP,

92 No. 1684, Jupiciar, 101H Aveusr 1895

e e
A . S

2. His statement, ¢ It is patent to any one ine

while in Coorg every single spac]i, in the bottgm of t}iza:;iﬁl;;gfc:&:d Bratsagovis b

tlats—s cultivated, comparatively few on the Wynaad side, wh eommag}y\paddy

country is just the same, show signs of agriculture,” does not a reere o o

1 was on the Brahmagiris in December last a few days before M% ;awnh R s

The only paddy flat in Wynaad to be seen distinctly from the I'Smhzc:gn?:gt iﬁe{f 2
o

Tirunelli valley, and that certainly was cultivated 1
1 rode,throngh ’the il Bele ¥ vated in December, for Mr, Marshall and

3. The statement that ‘“an observed effect of the settl
lanfl which bufc for it would be cultivated is now fallow ” ‘ias oirgzt;gﬂse{:fdto ki
easily proved in the face of the figures given in paragraph 1 supra. i i o

4. These mis-statements spoil what is otherwise an interesting
gladly testify to the excellent work done by the police duringe:ﬁ: Ta;? I;?)Iiéftée e
in preventing coffee-stealing, and I trust that it may be possible to grant some rseason
to those who worked in the Wynaad. The Tellicherry and Calicut police did not(;a ‘;::r(;

such ard i
t:: th;;_ wous work as their Wynaad brethren, so that I cannot recommend rewards

5. Before the next coffee season commences, I hope that Mr. Fawcett and myself

may be able to meet the Wynaad Plantery’ iati
more effective prevention of g(?ﬂee thefts, i e Tl e R

—

Copy of report from the Superintendent of Poli
: oli
of Police, Madras, dated 10th ; :;1211 f?b%irht: %Igaz-lnspector-General

I have the honour to give i
L : _you a brief account of th ti 1
:Eag;‘?[vaﬁzg gz?erc%ifee-steahng, the béte noire of the WynZagI;)ﬁlzgf " ai%a;;mf)rg;
y o lucidly, I must beg your attention to the circumstan’ces and to the

modes of stealing before ine : .
dnbing Lok seni ogn. sE)eakmo of the methods for prevention which were adopted

Ordinarily, when there is a commodi
} : ' 18 1ty valuable and easil
will be thieves who will steal it if they can; if they are not of %?189 Zla:gezl-a(}::t’ef ltlﬁz(;

will be of another. There will be thi ; ]
not apply strictly to the coffee thieves olfe V%y(;iasdo.me kind. But this prinoiple does

tHe gg;:?;n;tﬁogsg f;asqlillare miles there is, besides the Nayar landlords and Chetties—
greasy: people ealledmC}z;t;%;rtixllstﬁgzﬁgntggu;l&;r’ Vt’ﬁry different to the over-fed,
people from the east: Brahmins (a few), Muh —thero is a mixed community of
1 . ' ; ammad . :
oyt hr e Saps o o o o o Co vl
v ; ; cor;xprehenswely coolies, representing, however, very differé;tsp:oples
ese form what may be call : < 3 &
would not probably be nogv in %yii;(il.e foreign population, which, but for the coffee,

Then there are the autochthonic folk—

Panniars, Kurumhb !
s oy 1. Roderss ¢ o b,
urichas, | LYEWHS)

gome sub-divided, as the Kurumbas i ) G
amounts to racial distinctions. » Who in their tribal divisions indicate what

Now, some of these are in a conditio ial serfdom m

v - - ' n i

ing superiority of the law of custom over ’cl:)ef ﬁ,l;‘;d;?ﬂslz éigvemsmuchtls - by
ent.

slave, o per m IT! rf .
e, Oor lhaps ore co ‘ectly se ,for the two are different; Pan:ﬁar m?aanss
b

labourer. The condition is, of 11
: course 1
e At R s’erf s 4m , paralleled in the low country where there is

there'll‘]};?gg:n Zﬁ;ﬁgzr‘:‘b‘;:esil qll?g:tiigliﬁ: ;2 ;h:grl must be into more numerous effects,
: g L XL
Tl s S e e 0 e
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obvious fact that a good deal of arable land has been thrown out of cultivation. It 18
atent to any one standing on the Brahmagiris, thatwhile 1n Coorg every single space
in the bottom of the valleys—called commonly paddy-flats—1s cultivated, comparatively
few on the Wynaad side, ‘where the lie of the country 1s just the same, show signs
of agriculture. The reason commonly givenis: “We do not cultivate as we have no
Panniars.”  The late settlement, too, is imputed with mischief ; and certainly, whatever
the cause may be, since it was set flying the revenue has decreased, and last year 1t was,
1 believe, lower than ever. Whatever the ultimate advantages of that scheme, an
observed effect of it seems to be that land, which but for it would be cultivated, is now

fallow.

This prelude is in the way of accounting for a troublesome class of coffee-
stealers—those who strip the trees by night——Panmarg, who in the change of things
have been the cat’s-paw by which the assiduous M appilla has drawn to himself the
chestnuts—I mean the coffee of the European planters.b R v gl

i ver received much more than su sistence in kind—grain and a
clotthgi ];::n E'?xl: ]tlﬁeir masters—and they are NOW required to Wprk‘ for what is
relatively less to enable their masters to pay more tax and for what 1s little by com-
parison with the average rate for labour. So the serfg sometimes b?eak away in 2
nicht on some sign of oppression—-for, savage though he 1s, the Panniar is very sensitive
to treatment—— and the paddy is left _unrea[;ed. It seems, by the way, out of the
question for agriculture to be done while paying at the average rate of _labour, which
in Wynaad is high. Coercion has been resorted to, and in this the police have been
used much, not only, although chiefly, by the native landlords, but sometimes by the
Turopean planter. Say, Panniars run away when paddy is to be ploughed or coffee
plucked. Police are informed that such a thing has been lost, and the Panniars
having run away are suspected. In many cases the very appearance of the pol'me on
the scene to ask the needful questions suffices to fulfil the purpose of the gomplama.ut :
the police have appeared, and the wretched serfs, frightened into submission, refurn to

work.

Having been for a short time in the district, I cannot pretend to account for the
changes through which the conditions of existence of the hill peoples have been
upset. That they have been, there is little doubt. Panniars and. other autochthons
derive their patronymic from the land to which they belong or on which they were
born, bearing it with them wherever they go ; or, in the case of some few, from that on
which they live for the time being, Now one seldom finds, I think, the patronymic
and the land the same ; so the people have shifted and many are constantly shifting
hither and thither. Nevertheless, there are some few who seem {0 be in the old
groove, for they are available to be let out for hire by their masters—just as cattle,

Tt is not yet apparent why an oppressed Panniar thrown out of his regular line
of life should steal coffee, but it will be made so presently. Let 1t suffice, for the
present, to say that the Panniar, as well as others of his ilk, 18 a moonlighter—one who
steals coffee by moonlight. Happily —the circumstance 18 rare—if he can be led into
expenditure of his energy for other means of livelihood, he will not be replaced easily.
People of the plains, as Tamil coolies or others, dare not, for fear of_ a thousand devils—
to say nothing of its natural denizens—go through the forest by night ; so they are not
to be feared as night stealers. True they might go with a torch or by day, but either
is much too dangerous. :

Tuckily all the hill people are not prone to thieving as the Panniar is unde-
niably. The Kurichas, for example, are absolutely honest, and almost equally 80 the

Kurumbas.
But the estate coolies are thieves in a way. They have been accustomed to
iIfer largely, annexing as a perquisite a seer or S0 of coffee every week to exchange
=)

in the market for tobacc, betel and other luxuries. This means a steady stream of
Joss to the planters, and is most serious. :

Then there 18 stealing from the vats, from the drymng yards, from the store-
houses,; from the carts during transit to the coast, and through the malpractices of
diqhoﬁ,est writers who, after the manner of the unjust stoward, are (in mixe d metaphor)
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reventing coffee-stealing are not to be appreciated

rictions—as thev
. rther the use of convictions—as 103
- : be as well to consider fu ; Soinon: ind
in a glance, aI—lddil;tfcl:I]'ger seasons—ifor purposes of prevent;)onéar:_i] 0‘:(;3 He is asked
hfa o be?sntilliss A man is found conveying coffe melt ll)lzl‘?giaxft explanation.  Charged
osase t : He has none and gives s0 : : i d
as . tted) he is fined a
o produce his pass. e . not, as too often, acquittec \ X
;(:lg fined for being without a pass (;{fn (])1\31118}16 lt;mst have stolen or received illegally 1s

v The difficulties in the way of p
a thorn in the flesh of their masters, —

coﬁge is in the state of the succulent berry, in itg parchmep g are legio ~Whethey the
varied that the planters have never known really what th

Of course, where the thieves are, there will the recei
question than ‘“ Who are the receivers P77 g w¢ el ol also,

0 are not ? » Anybody An easior

v ; hich it is s : § t rt-
coffee. The clumsiness of the law is well known and, defying it 1l Tecejy, few rupees an(_l o COﬁeefwﬂl; cases of this kind during last seasor; v;as of “1710 dcjla
on from year to year receiving ad 4b. The pla té Rt 3L People haye . turned to him. One of th ffce was measured and so on, and after muc 'y
paid by the receivers that thef permiited the%e:lsisizrgl (\)rlillih't o !ioli% Were g go;lﬁ e fgags stopped near Manjeri lﬂtl;e Cg “(-ieth his coffee. I discovered at‘temgr%s tV}Sl;}t th1;

) : ey iny, g ‘ - 2 Xy 5
were rlght,. pasmg my opinion, not on the superlative hOnest§ of t%z ot think they the owner (?; was fined a?ime t}%e estate of Mr. Hamilton in South-Eas yn
the probability of the circumstances as well as in consideration of the olice, g on coffee had been stolen Ir

1 annot be charged for
t a complainant a man canno :
ft a man cannot be convicted for receiving. An}(ll 1;1} ?,]%
f thed ti;lerLe is the supreme obstacle behind .whlch tbe nﬁ-
e unidentiﬁability of the stuff. Even if a man be co

w i inst his conviction.
rt i leased if he appeals agai

i 11 probably be re

victed in one court he wi

. ) sv know 1t.
: the thieves; and they

is is a fine shelter for ] ot o Yol
We .wlll bﬁ seeé hoxg that, when oppressed and bu_lltle e; ¢ lf 51|
the Panniar and He and the crafty receiver assis _ it
o lerable and throws 1
but a coffce th'lef. e hen he finds the yoke Of bon(‘laoe into b i
i Il?'?eb;t Illlev?enggns\;‘ under it and is vatldc(f(}; v:;]téll\}l:pgﬁgegettt(; sl‘llgpke%perf
wAtOu TN 8 ike luxuries, he is attracted to ) G et
o i b i i ol i e gl gments L1

From ' iar in his clutches. g .

: tched Panniar in his g fror the
el h((llg ttltliowtl)‘z Zaﬁcelled if he brings coffee. Thereslzzafrfr(l)is }ii:a(}lll:egtty it
;‘“"Wi); hﬁi{"ﬁt o i sty}lle tfh?t h{";{)t?: If;or the coffee he has stolen.

rees 2 0L, its
: anni sts about one-tenth o
and, like the Panniar, ge

and we will look at the indirect means first; it bears on
onj;

. L Ay bsence o
active opposition to suppress what had become a regular trade thpoy glgﬁﬁl‘lltxes i In the abs
¢

bezame rich and through which a section of the community of Malabay earned j
i

Not only is every petty shopkeeper a receiver but
receiwers first and then shopkeepers. pIt has been czlst sl shopkeepers are
to come up to Wynaad from the Coast to deal in coffee, arri i Ppillag
begins and leaving after it is over ; they erect temporax"y shgiggwjl;?llitf ftfe the s
their families sometimes, and regularly squat to re €y live
sees a number of small shops put up just outside the
what to expect. A simple circumstance ig someti
reasonable estimate of the truth. « If we see a
we don’t think he is drinking milk.” But the p
of these offensive parasites, although he knows q
of his estate, ‘

Many of these invaders receive large advances from wealthy Mappi
on the Coast for nothing else than stolen coffee, ¥ Mappilla merchants

(Coimbatore distriet).
theft, and in the absence 0 b
eases where coffee 18 confoe .
or receiver is so often sate—

: ~tree
€ torid himgg|g

rbing the tissye

lanter has not been abl
uite well they are abso

But these are not the only class of receivers, There are the regular resident
receivers—some of them wealthy and influential —and these are, perhaps, the Worst
of all. Then there are many native estate owners, eminently respectable, who are alsg
largely incriminated. Many of these are Chetties—as we discovered during last
season—who have been supplied with stolen coffee by their Muppans, -and they are
almost, if not quite, as bad as the worst. The Muppans have been in this way quite

as bad if not worse than the Panniars. Curiously, the Chetties steal from each other.
It is fashionable to do so. :

Now for pl‘qvm}ti : Sl
prevention of stripping the trees by night. otk GRS W ke woed

iar doing this we must ; hat similarly
To prevent the Panmar ¢ the hill folk who are somewha
e t to include those others o 3 oppression, not by
If!:nntla& 2 Ilii:-];i? T; al?, endeavour should be made to free him from opp
situated. :

: i t simply by taking
ik i ke it worse for him), bu _
any legislative measure (W hich might mak: flreer they are the better; the more will

at hi is not inhibited. Th 4 e and good treat-
- g A cirfi(iri?z] the estates and learn to appreciate t%ggdtov:;?l{g a.dvangage of the
theyt;eon;e::'l by year there is improvement 1n this direc
ment. ‘ ' :
planter as well as to the hill people. ders to prevent police being used for
iven the strictest or J _ They are to be
Th?reffewivgivﬁiggﬁz and apparently inoffensive ? rinre::;);;igilrelt of a,ycogniz“ble
oppreis;::fd (;ndeed, even to absolute refulsalll s hinvt:rpi:oper reasons for believing the
very istering it—until they
pglstering 1
offence—further than regis

eomplaint to be genuine. -

ill do t the

Good treatment will do more to prevent t |

to work where he will. Al pre Ry e

g »mu::agitgz(i*e Ob:';)ught to bear against his pelng a free :vg;l]t 5 z;l 0

Many clrcud"‘ 1 hie aataral shyness of contact with huropean% as s civie

are superad s days out of seven But not only this—he must edp DL e e
tc‘)iworz;gf:r :ﬁfoug)l; coffec-stealing ; and this we* have endeavoure

advan

2 :e1vers. ; s g £
b be little likelihood of the Panniar returning to pristine condi
0

t nearly all the landlords once
R tll'mprilclle, vghich prevents them and

The Drink Fiend has had a good

receiver. It has always been a difficult mattep to
munificent offer has not prevented loss of their coff
show presently, T do not think that working on the
produces the most potential deterrent to coffee-stealing.

.To give a couple of instances of the difficulties in the
recevers.  When on special duty to prevent goffee
Inspector Mr. Sweeney, who did capital work, found a
that his little plot, containing a few coffee

man in Vayittiri who made out
rees and which was not cultivated, pro-
18 almost six times as much as the most
18 highly-cultivated estate. OFf course,

i ighti thing
Panniar moonlighting than apything
At present many Panniars are not.

was obvious, there was no means of using th

There is a man in Meppati who, during every coffee season, used to receive cart-loads
of coffee nightly, and throughout he was busy at work drying and cleaning. No doubt
several tons passed through his hands. True he owned & small estate or two, but the

produce of these was a small amount. As a ton of oh offee is worth somewh , ems t
about Rs. 1,000, he was doing very well. . gt i ia 1 ¥ There se

g e who worked in this way plucked @ jons. even were th S 08 hiok
bushel and received three or more, aud to account for the coffee in his pg,ss%ssion he t-lizh ;m now paupers, retaining little more than t

pointed to his few wretched trees: these being used as a blind, while receiving stolen: | their families turning their hands to field labour.

coffee was his business 5 and to keep up the game, he began plucking after the Euro- ' | Eand in this.
Pean planters had begun theirs, and carried it on little by little throu%ho.ut the season.

e law to bring him to account, Again :

2
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It not being germ: to thi e ..
germane to this report, T do not, of course. o o .. i
me, s‘ta

might be the general effect i : .
¢hrough absorption of th h.l]"? agriculture m Wynaad whick ¥ to consider what
consideration goes with et il fulk°by. the coffea estaten 'l‘hct mght be iuduead
eria e oy og s out saying. Aund I am not prepared to"f the subject i e
A se who have had most experience that the pe ' ]b"‘y’ in the faeeb fl vex
ecreasingly poorer, that the effect would be t People Who Live by ce s 18
Wynaad. e the most beneficial yiag“(llll-
My immediate consideration i i i
on 18 preventin £ oo :
ma . . { g coffee-ste §
- '!xlllilsrh tOf dmibt that improvement in the lives of those whso( :tl m}g iy aud there iy p
o g —a class of erime confined to one class of the peopl eal coffee from the fpon
he estates from depredations. people—will do much to pej; ces
. leveg

It is now time to speak

. peak of the more special and di m which w

adopted during last season. The difficulties to be eneog:liiif;d }fathOdls) ok iyvag
ve been outlined

coffee he could get, and that all who v
: ver sd 1 i
cunning and other faculties sharpened by Ifuiag;;g;gti(l:: Vg busincssiihad: Yad, (il

There was no means of check. Ifa i
Sy (i ) G man said he got his en
hende:lv)i}:lgefgoga(: i;‘eqmrefdt}: y the coprts, so danger tghl‘ml{?hc:liiﬁ ff'om ek
o P (glrook_ at he did not, as so and Soohad ~S was not appre-
twenty times as much iai whether during the season so dome b
: as his trees ecould have produced or of kna:)nwi:g h?latl}lOt -
g wihether any

one had garnered ten ti
o mes as much as he could possibly bave gathered from his o
Wi

To trust to prevention th -

: h eonvicti

oliey. ~ Th : e, fons only would havs

gueu{s e ﬁtggéne 1Would not be worth the eandle. yInstead 2? Y;,. been a very feeblo

well. Mm%ao e}f ted by the easy evasion of the law whose (]}ng o ueiudoine

g perpetu:;r‘,r t ;é polltee could not possibly work with spirit;maxxlttstflbey.k“ew so
laily. inute sentences of i i 5 - t the sisyphean

Wynaad—being invari ithi w0 it i

: - ablv within a month in durati ever involved leavin

S e PR - By e h in duration—and trifling fines i g

, had had very little deterr gtiies Ayt few
powerful now? It was, therefore, necessary to do sorfxz:h?fgeitl.se e

Nevertheless, it was by no means advisabl i
2 S
f:;o];iz vs:;tiixlllceii must be effectual and to a very ef)?xs;icizf'i%zl];ixetgxe? alvlghgonvlcthns.
i€ o Preventiov;az rtzally more than ever desirable that infrinfrem.ent of tz ng‘klng
yon Neovanon ne as lwell as of the Penal Code in resl.;e(j; of coffee S?l (l)gee-
e determinedomglm sentences. Thanks to the action of the Distri tolc[' be
A g R dat convictions should be impressive, the Sul: Mc "_r.tag}s-
o b en% and those who were found guilty (iurin th -l af? feey
T it vetr efore. There was not only enhancement ixg1 th eﬁ?ls g
it e g I?ié : I;e;)ple had something to fear when they venteurec?"tbult e
important than convieti iy foo much to say that while prevention of offences i g
b That. the S on of offenders, it cannot be done without the latt o il
f}? es were trifling andss:x?';frtel()a: Ir?zggrt(i)nﬁzﬂ tl‘lel e e ;‘o:xlx.lérl;n?v}?i(l);
o > ‘ed leavin / '
i o gL Tt o vk o T4 Wy iy L
. . e € i ’

are substantial and imprisonment the sanﬁ:oxixf:o?v‘irsgy féggéiﬁz ﬁage' Faen %nes
annanore Jail

for a few months. The very goi :
Wynaadee. y gomng to Cannanore is itself a serious punishment to the

It will have been surmised alread

Sy iadke surn dy that prevention in its wi
informatio‘;riefr ;c}}ll:te;l;‘l; ;mgl(lit be done it was advisable ﬁrstlgsf leld::to;:;sxf s
i v tan’ quantity of native-grown coffee—the coffee i:'ccum.t r:
i) couﬁt' erxil estates. And this was gotten by the sim )lég ;);Vn ki
i nllagta ’the bearing trees and estimating the cro Ith B}
e sk o 50 T 2 biolE
0 0 : 1 i ¢ ln c - - - 2
ringing about a good result, if « nothiné suc:esgdso ]lai]lf:t;?;cl:sstﬁ??:;&:tgztligaﬁez’
‘ y Loak

coffee on transit, to exercise Vv
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the scheme for protection was extended to the owner of the smallest garden as 1o the
laréest ostate and by the coffee-growers in the smallest way it was appreciated quite

as much as it Was by the planters. ‘
The result of this survey was entered in each stationin 2 register. 'The object
of it was to hold in our hands the power to choak stealing and receiving 1n the most

ositive way. No one could now grow a bushel and swear he grew a ton.

When the time came for plucking, the gardens were again visited and the
nantity actually gathered in each was noted. F or their own sakes the growers were

1 i i i hing in the way
induced to gather 11 their crop as soon as it was ripe. There was nothing 3

of opposition, for the people soon knew they were being well protecte_d.d 4 Thes}g: Smﬁu
growers have suffered much loss hitherto not only by theft, but by swindliing, the wily
buver falsifying his accounts. This latter ofience, too, we were able to prevent
partially and the pelice have carned the good will of the small growers, who have last

season been able to get a proper price for their produce.
It was possible by examination of books showing purchases and of passes of
1S ; ery considerable check. The law does mot require a
: < count of the coffee he grows, but it compels him to account in his
B s e . Our knowledge of how much each man had grown made

"‘ca'l)le for zmy‘mm\ to pretend he had grown, eay, & ton when he had grown

B d that be had purchased fromn auother more than that other

but a bushel or to preten ] : .
had grown. There Was DO Vagueness vi these points—the vaguencss in which men
had hitherto made themselves secure. Statements as to purchases could be checked.
and no man W

as able to possess more than he could legitimately.
1y the same meuns, too, we were able to check the swindling of local growers by
buyers and swindlers from the coast.  We were able o exercise:a check on every
form of: thieving, receiving and swin

dling through the faots at our command and
acquaintance with the ways and wiles of coffee receivers and buyers ; we were able to
relieve Wynaad entirely of the six months’ parasites. A few came ear
saw what was in hand., an .
was completely free from them during
that many of the coast buyers were thereby m .
In order to prevent thefts by coolies on the estates, amlcal)le a.rrangements were
made with the maistries and others of influence so that petty pilfering by the coolies

was prevented. Close watch was kept, too, on the markets when the coolies made

their weekly purchases.
There were regular patrols by night along the roads to the estates and to other

3 : of-the- d paths from the
laces requiring special watch and to the out-of-the-way passes an
hills to the 1ow%ountry. For this purpose four head constables and fifteen constables

o &g, - . A LT \ hich.
were taken from the divisions of the distriet beloWw the ghits—an arrangement W

brought with it 1o appreciable inconvenience and involved but the (extra) Wynaad
allowances to the men. The general effect was that coffee-stealing was practically-
and most of them lost none. The losses:

ly in the season,

d, thinking it best to give up the game, went away. Wynaad
the last season. It need scarcely be added

uch disturbed.

stopped. Very few planters lost any coffee ;
Wegg very triﬁgng and there are good reasons for the presumption that there were no-

more cases of theft than are entered in our registers. Of- course, certain kinds of theft

are unpreventable by the police; a8 when a few seers of coffee are stolen from an
abandoned estate far from any habitation under- the immediate care of no one ; oras
in a case of theft from 2 drying yard when the planter's watehmen- are obviously:
guilty. '

"~ Full of difficulty is the matter of preventing theft from
coffee to the coast. Cartmen will engage to carry coffee at a lf)werr r‘at‘e t_han they

will carry cinchona or any other produce—a significant fact m_lt.self. Their expert--
ness in taking coffee out of the bagsand turning up at the receiving: station with the

full weight is positively remarkable. Not only do they steal, butin order to make up.
the weight they wet what they do not steal and thus reduce 1ts value very consider-

ably. So clever are they through long  practice that they are able (it 18 sqld all

round) by a very ingenious Pprocess to increase the weight of the sample which is:
gsometimes sent in @ Sealed bottle: ~ To prevent losses on- the road there were: patrols,
watch at halting places, and supervision of passes along with turning out and examining

carts during transit of



A~

g - No. 1684, Juprciar, 10te Aveusr 1895.

and measurin i i
e wasg c?ni ;;)rf::?\.rel CO}?IGS of the passes were sent without delay to Wynaad
B e cufoo masle ity easy to ascertain whether they were true oney; an(i
B pover i Beudior c{{ t)m:l)tely come by. This was very necessary as too many of
i piiied el 6 ensible dealers of respectability, and dishonest diky i
give a pass to any one for a very small reéompense in eoi?\ "

There were h
owever — i . .
very few in comparison \irith?nd it was inevitable—some small losses on the road, but
barpies, with whom it is mo‘;:”;?flﬁseaisons, The roads are dotted along with Ma[;pilla
also, are diffieult to contend. The car e Mane
, are no more keen to sell stolen coffee than are they to Clill t’men, mostly Mappillas

The arrange .
throughout :lioi;?settitctfo;xco“tl'(}umg examination of coffee on the road estended
coffee estates being in Cocilic: ptt i the Palghat neighbourhood, where, owing to s
Miadiso. i A piok otk vigils erritory, it was impossible to exercise the best super-
Th 408 1t B SRR ebviin g glce exercised will appear in the following circumstance
Saniatatilee withih fhe 1in§'tc“f o= worth about Rs. 1,200 was seized by the night beat
The ownera (%) abscondedf a(:] d(.ahcut town while being transferred from b(}atsat() carts
appearance of the berry to h never dared to claim it ; and as it was proved from tl‘«;
Y ave been grown in the Ochterlony valley (Coimbatore) it

was handed over, with the Magistrate’s ord -
f er to do so, to the agent. Kuowing the -

roads were well w
atched
, the coffee had been carried down by river from somewhere

above Nilambur. The individual w
Bt ' d id thi .
trade in timber and other tllrilngsu : hovlid fisnpg, bighly. rosp ectable, dving a large

This I‘epnrt 1v
es b : :
means adopted ffr prore‘;tti?)ngzueral view of the coffee-stealing questinn and of the
beyond expectation, it is by nburlng 1?‘.515 season ; and, though "{hese were successful
complete absolutely. Far from i':ean\‘}’vlflte“ded to offer the inference that they were
. We were, however, acquiring knowledge which

will enable us to b
X e e better prepared for the next season, when it is hoped there will be

The planters have it i : .
the road—a kud Ofatv}?i;t.m t%)le“' power, it may be added, to prevent all*thieving on
ving by which they have always'lz)st very largely and w%ich

the police can never cope Wi '
themselves. T ¥ Wlth-qu‘te Suqcessfuu unless :
B R o Bt s
then placed upside down : Si?mless and which are tied and sealed on the estate and
by the carrier in bis pres ez:sz 4 g bag belonging to their carrier, which is a ain sealed
:Illd thtey lost nothing. If (:{i Wi?lm:sgftg;:tf 1§tnte1:s g theso ‘t,)ags (luri;xgglast season
T i i | i 0 A e
ptitiously. To remove coffee from thréooigiu(;.;a%agea;?ﬁzzze

no mark is quite eas ;
2 y. Dut no man will it
g0 is at once clear evidence against him oft’:ﬁg:r with the other bags when bis S8

The more we k ices 1
should be able to me;;o:}vmg: i 3lpmeuces in respect of coffee-stealing the more WO
nd to suppress them ; but we can never hope to suppress

them completely by supervisi
ol T by St’he Iﬁ;;\;:s;:‘n only. Precautions which are obviously necessary

T will conclude this i
F : 2 very imperf .
oont}nual interruption while moyving gzpiﬁt ?port—wntten, as it happens, under
particular satisfaction in the admirable Woﬂ{ d‘ther and thither—by expressing my
of South Wynaad, and I hope you will allow v‘;getby third-class Inspector K. Raman
111% to lflage sgme weight when promotion is in tz]\a he has done against coffee-steal-
%‘L ﬁ‘i‘é lferry(f-tot;:i Stggth %?;n:}.?d have done well? z:)r.toﬁ hvggzdtl‘:;set v;g Ctgﬁl:lt :23
ment in the way of rewards. Bsg ha';;e not, I am SOT;‘Y to say, had great encourage;
operations are very successful, T m%?;las?syto}:latt is impossible. After next seasor if
men a douceur of & month’s pay all r o move the Government to make the
completely, they will deserve iz, $round. "1 am sure, if coffee-stealing 18 suppressed
P.S.—Attached are two statements whi
% . ich are 1 g AP
o S S s T
0‘; the z::(f to M gotzqozztswﬁs tf,zken at Peria on the road-to Tellicherry; at Oliote
- i ultan’s Battery on the road to Mysore; at the Kutiyadi

\-
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No.
Vayittiri. By far the most coffee passes through Vayittiri, but the account
i ect as much of the cofice which passes through

in South-East W ynaad of Coimbatore district. The
this information Were, of course, imperfect. They

pass;and at'V
taken. there (
Coittiri was ‘
:’.ay ements made for collecting
will be better next time. .
«(Q”isa statement of cases.

R

A.
. STATEMENT showing the pumber of coffee ostates and the erop plncked during the season 1894-95.
: ¥ Number L T
of e, Tl oo B
SEERS.
e .o L 0 s © 1,346 4,428 921
%’;ﬁl %Vv’;,l,ﬁﬁ s SO e RS OS T 2017 2,361,282
Total .- 4,363 6,790,203
W — ——-——‘

B

STATEMENT of coffee passed out of Wynaad. Season 1894 -95.

BUSHELS. SEERS. BUSHELB. SEERS. RUSHELS.
€ 78,057 10 7,139 26 2,066
European? bk v Gvat iR 19 3,399 2} 14,239 9
Na.t.weu e L ' ___________________ ’_____—__-—_________ _________—__’__.__
’_/—:it:l;;_/jﬁ/"’;f’;fi”;* 16,294 e
C.
SraTeMENT of cases under the Indian Penal Code and Coffee Act. Season 1894-95.

Reported. Deteoted.

—

\ Arrested- \ Oonvicmd.\ Lost. \ Recovered.

48 28

Under the Indian Penal Code 34

e

Under Coffee-stealing Prevention Act. 67

e

SraTEMENT of rewards in coffee cases in Malabar from November last to April 1895.

Number of i
Date. constables Amount.
rewarded.
1894. BS.
vNOVGmbel' . o w e .o e ve . .e . . oe .o
Deoembel‘ . . .o .e .o % e . .e .e e .
1895. : '
:JFa.Itl)UBry v s L .s . .. e .e .e .o L e
ebruary - e o e .o Lo (ilflele e . .o . .o
2ﬂdmu0hoo . e .o o . e e | . """ g ig
2!1(1 ” o .o .o ) . . e s o . LA/ 4 36
2nd ” e . e .e .o s .® . .e sdind
2nd 113 . LI L .. .. . . .. L . 5 86
30th ” ) o . .e o - ® o .e s .o 1 3

L P .

|
l

April oi s .o .

=
£
S
-
o

\
|

(~~]

S
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OnpEr—No. 1684, Judicial, dated 10th August 1895.

: %Recor@ed, with the remark that the Government is gratified to note the great
interest which Mr. Fawoett takes in his work and the satisfactory results which he has
eﬁefﬁed n regard to the prevention of coffee-stealing. A continunance of the same
2:;;%}1" will, it is hoped, be accompanied with even more success in the ensuing

*

2."Copies of paragraph 44 of the report and of Statement A appended to it will
be communicated to the United Planters’ Association of Southern India.

(True Extract.)

. J. V. PRICE,
Chief Secretary.

To the Inspector-General of Police.
Houy. Secretary, United Planters’ Association.

»

Exd. A. Raitt.

|
L
|

Al
|
|
o

JUDICLAL DEPARTMENT.

(Miscellaneous.)

J‘

G.0., No. 1684, 10th August 1899.

—_—

Coffee Stealing in the Wynaad.—Recording the

report of Mr. Fawcett on the operations of the '

Police in preventing and detecting — in the
Wynaad in the season of 1894-95, with remark,
expressive of the satisfaction of Government ; and
directing that copies of paragraph 44 of the report

and of statement appended to it be communicated

to the United Planters’ Association of Southern
Indisa.

.
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. and at Vayittiri. By far the most coffee passes through Vayittiri, but the account
It’gls;:ﬁméhere isyneeessanly incorrect as much of the coffee which ’p‘dsses through
Vﬁyittiri' was (we found) grown i S_oqth-East W ynaad of Coimbatore district. The
arrangements made for collecting this information were, of - Girttwa; fatipertost.  They
will be better next time. :

«(C”is 2 statement of cases.

e oo

A.
STATEMENT ghowing the pumber of coffee estates and theorop plucked during the season 1894-95
Number Z
of estates, Quantity
native. plucked.

g SEERS.
South Wynaad Tee oo 5 ire §ia » % “ia .. 1,346 4,428,921
North Wynaad. e e oe . Py .o . e 3,017 2’361’282

Total .. 4,363 6,790,203
B.
Srarement of coffee passed out of Wynaad. Beason 1894 -95.
S Parchment. Cherry. “Clean.
Bl’;SBHESLS. 8!2138. 3075!;3;3. BEE;.S. BUSHELS. BEERS,
e e ,067 0 y 2 2,066 16
g‘;?:: RN SR P, 2,566 19 3,399 2} 14,229 9
Total ..| 80,623 1 11,189 3 16,294 o
i e e
C.

der the Indian Penal Code and Coffee Act. Season 1894-95.

STATEMENT of cases un

TSR

—_—

Reported. ‘ Detected. \ Arrested. \ Convicted.

Lost. \ Recovered.

34 46 28 1,223 8 8| 926 1

Under the Indian Ponal Code
Under Coffee-steal ing Prevention Act. 67

BRS. A, P.| RS. A. P.

o 8

ages in Malabar from November last to April 1895.

SrATEMENT of rewards in coffee ¢
Number of

constables Amount.

g rewarded.
1894.
November e . v e ') v e P ') . . o
December . . ve . . oe .o . .o v
1895.
.]anuary o . U] L .e °n oo .e . v .0
Febl'u&fy .o .o .o .e " P P .0 . . e
2ndMa!0h. .o . ee . .e e .o . e 5
2ﬂd. » . TR e . ' e P ' W s 5
2nd ” e 4] o e .o . .o . v . 1
Bk enr. o Lty RN ARV AN P 5
30th ,, - .- .o v A £ ! b »i S 1
Apl'll . . L ’e o0 .o P ) . . .o
Total .. 20
3

30
40
36
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and measuring the coffee. Copies of the passes w i
where it was comparatively easy to ascgrtain wﬁghﬁnttféth?:rde]%w g
whether the coffee was legitunately come by. This was very l{eces g :o Shiie
the impoverished landlords, ostensible dealers of respectability ands:illi‘g’hﬂ's (t) n;?l? e
are ready enough to give a pass to any one for a very small re(’zumpense (i’xl:?:)i: -
There were however —and it was inevitable—some sma '
very few 1n comparison with former seasons. The roads are di:t&:isifli: n v:il:‘lal x;&ad, bltllat
harpies, with whom it is most difficult to contend. The cartmen m%stl l\iaapl')l‘l
also, are no more keen to sell stolen coffee than are they to buy. : g
The arrangement for controllin examination of coffee on the roa
throughout the district except in tﬁe Palghat neighbourhood, where ow‘riin? t’f: %ﬁ:
coffee estates being in Cochin territery, it was impossible to exercise the best super-
vision. A proof of the vigilance exercised will appear in the following circumstugc )
In the month of February coffee worth about Rs. 1,200 was seized by the night b v
constables within the limit of Calicut town while being transferred from boutsoto ¢ etat
The owners (?) absconded and never dared to claim it; and as it was proved fromazls.
appearance of the berry to have been grown in the Ochterlony valley (Coimbator )l'e
was handed over, with the Magistrate’s order to do so, to t-he.agont. Kuowin etllt
roads were well watched, the coffee had been carried down by river from somegh i
above.le?mbur. ‘The individual who did this was highly respectable doing a 1 i
trade in timber and other things. " ’ S5

This report gives but a general view of the 1 i
) _ r coffee-stealing question and
means adopted for protection during last season ; and, thoughgtl?ese were smiec?istflzﬁ
bey OI;d ex;l))ectutlon, it is by no means intended to offer the inference that they were
f&?{%ﬁ:ﬁ)ﬁa i‘:“;ﬁ‘i&e .b :‘tar from lt-d fWe were, however, acquiring knowledge “which
¢ )y o s . . .
s o er prepared for the next season, when it is hoped there will be

The planters have it in their power, it may be ievl

the road—a kind of thieving by which they haze alv?g;}:dl:):g vgll‘-(\jrvf;tgz{]* tzlﬁ??%igll:
the police can never cope with quite successfully unless the plan{ers do }more to hel

themselves. The means in their power is this, viz., to put up their coffee in certaip
bags which are praetically seamless and which are tied and sealed on the estate an]@li
then placed upside down inside a bag belonging to their carrier, which is again sealed
by the carrier in his presence. Some of the planters used these bags during last season
and they lost nothing. 1f all will use these bags in future, the police will be al;le ta
almost guarantee no losses during transit by road, beca.use’ no coffee can be removed
from these bags surreptitiously. To remove coffee from the ordinary bag and leave
no mark is quite easy. DBut no man will tamper with the other bags when his doing

go is at once clear evidence against him of theft.

The more we know of malpractices in respect of i

ooffee-steal
should be able to meet them and to suppress thenln) ; but weoc';;l ;eie:nﬁ’:)pih:o I;?;;rx:
them completely by supervision only. Precautions which are obviously necessar
should be taken by the planters. 4

I will conclude this very imperfect report—wri i
oont'mual intgrrup’.cion.whi_le movi.ng rapidly hir:(l)ler azgt:}iﬁil:,gy h:g;:;z’in‘;nﬁz
rticular vsr'cxtls‘faa.ctmn in the admlrabl.e work done by third-class Inspeetor K. Raman
of South Wynaad, and I hope you will allow what he has done against coffee-steal-
ing to lflage s}(:me weight when promotion is in the air. A word or two more: the
Tollllcise If ort i 1::nd %outh Wynaad have done well ; so, oo, have those of Calicut and
e t(;. el:}-ly-,-o er; 0o. But they have not, I am sorry to say, had great encourage-
ment in the way o rewards. But perhaps that is impossible. After next season if
operations are very succes,sful, I may ask you to move the Government to make the
men a douceur of a month’s pay all round. T am sure, if coffee-stealing is suppressed

completely, they will deserve it,
P.S.—Attached are two statements which are i i
: ! e irte . «AYsh th
of .nanve-grown coffee in Wynaad last season. « Br;’ ;}‘,e:::: %he au?ouzt (:,vfyioﬂ::?vﬁ:ﬁ
})cttthWyuaad. The account was taken at Peria on the road to Tellicherry ; at Oliote
n the road te Mysore;-at-Sultan’s Battery on the road to Mysore; at the Kutiyadi
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: at Vayittiri. BY far the most coffee passes through Vayittiri

%:i?ar’xmtlgere isynecessanly incorrect as much of the cottee %ﬁ;f’;‘;:gle :i:ﬁ;)t;m}t
Vayittiri was (we found) grown in South-East Wynsad of Coimbatore district T% b
arrangements made for collecting this information were, of course, imperfect o
will be better next time. , . They

«C”isa statement of cases.

rc1aL, 10TE Aveust 1895, 9

A.
STATEMENT showing the number of coffee estates and theorop plucked during the season 1894-95
Number :
of estates, Quantity
native. plucked.
BRERS
South Wrynaﬂd .e o0 . . e e .e . 1,346 4 498 ¢
North Wynaﬂd . .0 .o o o .o . .. 3,017 2:361:?2%%
Total .. 4,363 6,790,203
B.

Srarement of coffee passed out of Wynaad. Beason 1894-95.

/j/_—r';‘-’"fthant. l Cherry. “Clean.

BUSHELS, SEERS. BUSHELS. SEERS. RBUSHELS. BEERS,
Earopeans i N |22 RO 10 7,739 26 2,055 16
- e S L LT 2,566 19 3,399 25 14,259 9
Total ..| 80,623 1 11,139 3 16,294 25

C.

SraTeMENT of cases under the Indian Penal Code and Coffee Act. Season 1894-95.

e

—_—

B.eported. ‘ Detected. Arrested. \ Convicted.\ Lost. \ Recovered.

R o g SR

BRS. A, P:| RS. A. P.
Under the Indian Penal Code & 34 19 46 28 1,228 8 8| 926 10 8
Under Coffee-stealing Prevention Act. 67 b4 sd 58

SraTeMENT of rewards in coffee cases in Malabar from November last to April 1895.

Number of

Date. constables Amount.

rewarded.

1894. ES.
November .. .o vie .o oo - = in o ) %, o
Deoember . .o . ' . v o . e . e e

1895.

Ja,nua.ry o .o .e .0 . " e ee .o .o e e
Februa.ry e v e e e v . s 0 . o'e P
2ndMa.l‘oh.' . . e .e .o o .e e .e 5 30
2nd ”» s L ot ey .. L " 0o ee . .e 5 40
2nd ” .e L .o .0 .o . .e . . . 4 36
2nd ” . e WS L b id [ v R ve . “o 5 36
30th ” e ne Lty L o' .o . .o .o . 1 3
Aprﬂ o . (L] s v P P o o . «o )

Total .- 20 145

3
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The difficulties in the way of preventing coffee-stealing are not to be appreciated

in a glance, and it may be as well to consider further the use of convictions—as they
have been used in former seasons—Tfor purposes of prevention. A very common kind
of case is this. A man is found conveying coffee—it may be cart-loads. He is asked
to produce his pass. He has none and gives some brilliant explanation. Charged
and fined for being without a pass (if he is not, as too often, acquitted) he is fined a
fow rupees and the coffee which it is known he must have stolen or received illegally is
returned to him. One of the cases of this kind during last season was of two cart-
loads stopped near Manjéri; the coffee was measured and so on, and after much delay
the owner (?; was fined and let go with his coffee. I discovered afterwards that this
coffee had been stolen from the estate of Mr. Hamilton in South-East Wynaad

Coimbatore district). In the absence of a complainant a man cannot be charged for
theft, and in the absence of theft a man cannot be convicted for receiving. And in all
cases where coffee is concerned there is the supreme obstacle behind which the thief
or receiver is so often safo—the unidentifiability of the stuff. Even if a man be con-
victed in one court he will probably be released if he appeals against his conviction.
This is a fine shelter for the thieves; and they know it.

We will be better prepared to view the subject of prevention if we hark back to
the Panniar and see how that, when oppressed and bullied, he is no more a labourer
but a coffee thief. He and the crafty receiver assist each other mutually. The
Panniar must live, anfl when he finds the yoke of bondage intolerable and throws it
off, or while ne remains under it and is pmvided with no money to buy liquor,
;tE(‘)bacclnl,. befol and th_e like luxurjes, he is attracted to the Mappilla petty shopkeeper.

‘rgm 1mh e gets trifles on credit. By skilful lying the Mappilla augments the debf
and soon has the wretched Panniar in his clutches. He frightens him and eventually
allows the'debt to be cancelled lf he brings coffee. Thereby comes stealing from the
trees by night. In somewhat similar style the Muppan steals for his Chetty master
and, like the Panmar, gets about one-tenth of its value for the coffee he has stolen.

Now for prevention ; and we will look indi '
! Ve t the indi ;
bE A of i gy $ nigh(:f at the indirect means first; it bears on

To prevent the Panniar doing this w ot work radi *
Panniar it is meant to include those others o(f3 t!}rll: lfill folll;( vﬁd;c:iyéomz‘gﬁl;ttsliemiwlaor;d
situated. First of all, endeavour should be made to free him from oppression, not bg',
any 13%—',131'4‘}1"3 measure (“’111_0]1 _m_lght make it worse for him), but simply by’r taking
care that his fre_edom is not inhibited. The freer they are the better; the more will
:Illlgzt;comYe le‘l(%)lrlve 3: ttlhe estates and learn to appreciate good wage and good treat-
ear b e 1ere 18 1mprover 1 1 i 1
planter as well asyto the hill peole’e. ment in this direstion to M Sangs o the

‘Th.erefore I have given the strictest orders to prevent police being used for
oppression however slight and apparently inoffensive or reasonable. They are to be
very careful indeed, even to absolute refusal to entertain complaint of a cognizable
offence—further than registering it—until they have proper reasons for believing the

compluint to be genuine.

Good treatment will do more to prevent the Panniar moonlighti

' ighting th ;
else. H_e must be free to work where he will. At present mfny I;gann?:r:lg;h];?f
Many circumstances are brought to bear against his being a free agent; and to thié
are superadded his natural shyness of contact with Kuropeans as well as his diglikes
to work for Slllx dail;s O‘ili? of :evlqn Bufinot only this—he must be prevented receiving
advantage through coitec-stea ing ; and this we have endeavoured t : i
against the receivers. o do by working

There seems to e little likelihood of the Panniar returni gos .
tions, even were the land-tax 1e§sened. It seems that nea:}ll;“;ﬁgt 11:(; {):ll]sdtll;lfdgo:;]é;
rich are now paupers, Tetaining little more than their pride, which prevents them and
their families turning their hands to field labour. The Drink Fiend has had a good
hand in this. A e 3

2
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o Tt mot héing germane to this report, I do not, of eourse, stay to consider what
might be the general effect on agriculture in Wynaad which might be induced
thron.lgh a}morptmn of the hill fulk by the coffee estates. That the subject deserves
consideration goes without saying. And I am not prepared to say, in the face of the
opinion of those who have had most experience that the people who live by agricul«

ture are decreasingly poorer, that the effect would be the most beneficial of all for
‘Wynaad.

My immediate consideration is preventing coffee-stealing; gndyiiasy o
manzer of doubt that improvement in the lives of those who steal coffee from the trees
by night —a class of crime confined to one class of the people—will drapoisoRaRe
the estates from depredations. |

3. Itis now time to speak of the more special and direct methods which were
‘I OP.t(‘d during last season. “The difficulties to be encountered have been outlined.
t will have been observed that the receiver has been in the habit of receiving ail the
coffee he could get, and that all who were engaged in the husiness had had their
cunning and other faculties sharpened by much p?actice.

thereTszre Was 10 means Qf check. If a man said he got his enffee from so and so
hended)irtll(; ‘pruoj (as required by the courts, so danger through them was not appre-
oot n:;re was no proof that he did net, as so and so had some coffee trees.
twenty tin means of checking whether during the season so and so had not sold

y times as much as his trees could have produced or of knowing whether any

one had r i :
s garnered ten times as much as he ¢ould possibly have gathered from his own

To trust to prevention throu et

o - gh eonvictions only would havs been a very feeble

}l"l’l‘(;g’s u'lli‘hgtggme would not he worth the candle. yIns(t);lad of ‘lr)ein«_; subdued, delin<

well Mogeo ¢ elated by the casy evasion of the law whose limits they knew so
1 ver, the police could not possibly work with spirit at the sisyphean

game perpetually. Mi % : . - i
Wynaadgbeingrinvarila’ﬁte sentences of ‘imprisonment whicli never involved leaving

; SR wvariably within a month in duration—and trifling fines in the few
;::)ta;;‘l? I?(fwzoml'ltc?v‘:;’ t};ﬁi fh ad very little deterrelnt a(':;?flegl ; gi would they be
! : A elore, necessary to do something else.

Propg'esv:rﬁ:i:s;nlt ;V%Z "3’ no means advisable to disregard ecases and convictions.
] i us effectual and to a very considerable extent. While W orking
Sonk e enei. Owaz really more than ever desirable that infringement of the Coffee-
g B n Act as well as of the Penal Code in respec?t of coffee should be
e s an ndomma.l sentences. Thanks to the action of the District Magis-
trath WBR Yo Itllmn_tii that, convictions should be /impressive, the Sub-Magisterial
i widened and those who were found guilty (iuriug the last seasom
e risos nevetr before. There was not only enhancement in the fines but 1
(e of mprisoument.  People had something to fear when, they ventured fo lesp
important than convi 1: not too much to say that while prevention of offences is more
only that, the offen otion of offenders, it cannot be done without the latter ; and 1o

t offenders must be made to feel the power of the law. Form(’arly while

fines ifli 2

B :';:igi:éﬁ‘;% zﬂd sgnftenqes never involved leaying Wynaad and meant 10 mOre
ol Rt ti%%l etedmg for a, week or two in a Wynaad sub-jail, the han
ard| sbReaRtial: aud i fis 0 be felt. It becomes a, very different matter when fines
for a few months. Thepveronme.nt he mame, Involving. residence in Cannanore Jail
Wynaadee, ¥ going to Cannanore is itself a serious punishment to the:

It will have been s &l;m{ i
aim. In order that thisumiglzidbah('fady- that prevention in its widest sense was our
information of the extent and @ done it was advisable first of all to obtain accurate
and quantity of native-grown eoffce—the coffee grown in

Wynaad outside the planters’ e
/ tates, . .
tedious process of counting all t]?ea bisari And  this was gotten by the simple though

Wynaad—outside the planters’ estates,ng trees and estimating the crop thronghout

without arousing alarm. Letm of course. It was done in a friendly way
e . e . fipshrsliar
of bringing about a good result, if 8‘? Zo?lfir:é lu case objection is taken to the manner

succeeds like success ” is put aside, that
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the scheme for protectidn was extended to the owner of the smallest garden as fo the
largest estate and by the coffee-growers 10 the smallest way it was appreciated quite

s much as it was by the planters.

The rezult of this survey was entered in each station in a register. The object
of it was to hold in our hands the power to check stealing and receiving in the most
positive way. - No one could now grow a bushel and swear he grew a ton.

When the time came for plucking, the gardens. were again visited and the
quantity actually gathered in each was noted. For their own sakes the growers were
induced to gather in their erop as soon as it was ripe. There was nothing in the way
of opposition, for the people soon knew they were being well protected. These smalil
h loss hitherto not only by theft, but by swindling, the wily
buver falsifying his accounts. This latter offence, too, we were able to prevent
partially and the police have earned the good will of the small growers, who have Jast

scason been able to get a proper price for their produce.

It was possible, by examination of books ghowing purchases and of passes of
coffee on transit, to exercise very considerable checlg. The law. does not require a
man to keep an account of the coffee he grows, but it compels him to account in his
books for all that he buys. - Our knowledge of how much each man had grown made
it impracticable for any man to pretend he had grownyeay, a ton when he had grown
but a bushel or to pretend that be had purchased from another more than that other
had grbwn. There - was no vagueness on these points——the vaguencss which men
had hitherto made themselves secure. Statements as to purchases could be checked

and no man was able to possess more than he could legitimately.

Ibv the same meuns, too, we were able to check the swindling of local growers by
buyersv and swindlers from the coast.  We were able to exerecise a check on every
form of thieving, receiving and swindling through the facts at our command and
acquaintance with the ways and lwiles of eoffee receivers and buyers ; we were ahle to
relieve Wynaad entirely of the six months’ parasites. A few came early in the season,
saw what was in hand. and, thinking it best to give up the game, wentaway. Wynaad
was completely free from them during the last season. It meed scarcely be added
that many of the coast buyers were thereby much disturbed.

In ovder to prevent thefts by coolies on the estates, amicable arrangements were
made with the maistriesand others of influence so that petty pilfering by the coolies
was prevented. Close watch was kept, too, on the markets when the coolies made
their weekly purchases. ‘

There were regular patrols by night along the roads to the estates and to other

laces requiring special wateh and to the out-of-the-way passes and paths from the
hills to the low eountry. For this purpose four head constables and fifteen constables
were taken from the divisions of the district below the ghéits—an arrangement which
brought with it no appreciable inconvenience and involved but the (extra) Wynaad
allowances to the men. The general effect was that coffee-stealing was practically
stopped. - Very few planters lost any coffee and most of them lost none. The losses
were very trifling and there are good reasons for the presumption that there were no
mote cases of theft thanare entered in our registers. ~Of course, certain kinds of theft
are unpreventable by the police; as yvhen a few seers of coffee are stolen from an
abandoned estate far from any habitation under the immediate care of no one; or as
in a case of theft from 2 drying yard when the planter’s watchmen are obviously
guilty. ’ ,

Full of difficulty is the matter of preventing theft from carts during transit of
coffec to the coast. Cartmen will engage to carry coffee at a lower rate than they
will carry cinchona or any other produce—a significant fact in itself. Their expert-
ffee out of the bags and turning up at the receiving station with the
full weight is positively remarkable. Not only do they steal, but in order to make up
the weight they wet what they do not steal and ' thus reduce its yulue very consider-
ably. So clever are they through long practice that they are able (it is said all
round) by a very ingenious process to increase the weight of the sample Whlch is.

od bottle. To prevent losses on the road ‘there were-patrels, -

i ont in a seal = A 2 g
e v o g it o e

growers have suffered mue

ness in taking €0
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d measuring the cofiee. Copies of the passes e, -
and mea e. S8es were sent wi

where it was comparatively easy to ascertuin whether tg;;hﬁl;rdelz,y to Wyrxaadi
whether the coffee was legitimately come by. is was very necessae rie ones and
the impoverished landlords, ostensible dealers of respectability, and d.i‘Zhas too many of
are ready enough to give a pass to any one for a very small l‘e(,}ompense (i)xl:ecscfi:dlkans,

There were however —and it was inevitable—some small logses on th '

very few in comparison with former seasons. The roads are dotted alon w'it?] P&ad, b'llt
barpies, with whom it is most difficult to contend. The cartmen m%stl M apPI‘II .
also, are no more keen to sell stolen coffee than are they to buy. < g R

The arrangement for controlling examination of coffee on th

throughout the district except in the Palghat neighbourhood, whe?*er?):iine: t:: (:ﬁd
coffee estates being in Cochin territory, it was impossible to exercise t’he be;t sa .
vision, A proof of the vigilance exercised will appear in the followin per
In the month of February coffee worth about Rs. 1,200 was seized by the night beat
constables within the limit of Calicut town while being transferred from bouts to eartz
The owners (?) absconded and never dared to claim it ; and as it was proved from the
appearance of the berry to have been grown in the Ochterlony valley (Coimbatare) .it
was handed over, with the Magistrate’s order to do so, to the agent. Kuowing the
roads were well watched, the coffee had been carried down by river from somewhere
above Nilambar. The individual who did this was highly respectable, doing a large
trade in timber and other things. e

This report gives but a general view of the coffee-stealing question and of the
means adopted for protection during last season ; and, though these were successful
beyond expectation, it is by no means intended to offer the inference that they were
eomplete absolutely. Far from it. We were, however, acquiring knowledge which

Wﬂ% enable us to be better prepared for the next season, when it is hoped there will be
no losses,

g eircumstuance,

The planters have it in their power, it may be added, to prevent all thieving on
the road—a kind of thieving by which they have always lost very largely and which
the police can never cope with quite successfully unless the planfers do more to help
the_mselv.es. The means in their power is this, viz., to put up their coffee in certain
bags which are praetically seamless and which are tied and sealed on the estate and
then placed‘ upside down nside a bag belonging to their carrier, which is again sealed
by the earrier in h}s presence, Some of the planters used these bags during last season
and they lost nothing. If all will use these bags in future, the police will be-able to
almost guarantee no los:‘,;gs during transit by road, because no coffee can be removed
from these bags sarreptitiously. To remove coffee from the ordinary bag and leave

no .mark is quite easy. But no man will tamper with the other bags when his doing
8o is at once clear evidence against him of theft,

The more we know of malpractices in respect of coffee-stealing the more we
should be able to meet them and to suppress them ; but we ean never hope to suppress

them completely by supervision only. Precauti i bviousl
should be taken by the planters. e o e ST R el

_I wnl} conclufie thi.s very imperfect report—written, as it hajppens, under
continual interruption while moving rapidly hither and thither—by expressing my
particular satisfaction in the admirable work done by third-class Inspector K. Raman
of South Wynaad, and I hope you will allow what he has done against coffee-steal-
ing to have some weight when promotion is in the air. A word or two more: the
police of North and South Wynaad have done well ; 80, t00, have those of Calicut and
Telhc!;wrry—others too. But they have not, I am sorry to say, had great encourage-
ment in the way of rewards. But perhaps that ig impossible. After next season if
operations are very successful, I may ask you to move the Government to make the
men a douceur of a month’s pay all round, " T am sure, if coffee-stealing is suppressed

completely, they will deserve it,

P.8.—Attached are two statements which are irteresting. A’ shows theamount
of native-grown coffee in Wynaad last season. « B » ghows the amount of coffee which
left Wyuaad.. The account was taken at Peria on the road to Tellicherry ; at Oliote
on the road te Mysore; at-Sultan’s Battery on the road to Mysore; at the Kutiyadi
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.1 the flesh of their masters. The modes of thieving are legion —whether the
zo%l:; I;suilnttlfe state of the succulent berry, in its parchment or out of it—so many and
varied that the planters have never known really what they lost.

" , thieves are, there will the receivers be also. An eas'ier

i est%)ofnc;)};l;[slez f%%lﬁ?;gﬂfs lreceivers, ?7 is * Who are not ?”” Anybody will receive
. ff The clumsiness of the law is well known, and, defying it, people have gone
i fe - ear to year receiving ad lb. The planters thought the police were so well
pirst drgmt}krle recei};'el's that they permitted the persistent villainy. I do not think they
vl ht, basing my opinion, not on the superlative honesty of the police, but on
were rx% it ofgtheycircumstances as well as in consideration of the difficulties in
the probabi }gon to suppress what had become a regular trade through which men
%(;u;:,: fil()jf;nd through which a section of the community of Malabar earned its bread.

o =}

f i v shopkeeper a receiver, but many petty shopkeepers are

Vot (f)inli’ gtilde;rﬁg Is)ﬁzgkzepgrs. pIt has been customary for a swarm of Mappillas
ke r: Wynaad from the Coast to deal in coffee, arriving just jbefore th_e season
by u([; 1gqvign after it is over ; they erect temporary sheds wherein they live with
begins anﬂ.e; sox?xetimes, and regularly squat to recelve coffee. ‘When the planter
o A0 ll)er of small shops put up just outside the entrance to his estate, he knows
a2 atnu;;; ect. A simple circumstance is sometimes enough to enable one to form a
Yo 0ble Estir.nate of the truth. ¢ If we see a Brahmin drinking under a 1§0ddy-tree
reasggs,t think he is drinking milk.” But the planter has not becn able to rid himself
Z;ethese offensive parasites, although he knows quite well they are absorbing the tissue

of his estate. :
Many of these invaders receive large advances from wealthy Mappilla merchants

on the Coast for nothing else than stolen coffee.

But these are not the only class of. receivers. There are the regular resule'nt
receivers—some of them wealthy and mﬂuential—ar.ld these are, perhaps, the W0{§t
of all. Then there are many native estate owners, eminently respectable, who are zlt S0
largely incriminated. Many of these are Chetties—as we discovered durllfllg ast
season—who have been supplied with stolen coffee by their Muppans, a}ld they 9:It‘8
almost, if not quite, as bad as the worst. The Muppans have been in this Waily ‘%ﬁl £
as bad if not worse than the Panniars. Curiously, the Chetties steal from each other.

It is fashionable to do so.

Conviction of receivers was considered to be so important that the Plant%rs’
Association offered (for years) a reward of Rs. 100 for every conviction of a cnge
receiver. It has always been a difficult matter to realize such convictions. te
munifizent offer has not prevented loss of their coffee and, as I “will endeavour to
show presently, I do not think that working on the line of conviction of receivers
produces the most potential deterrent to coffee-stealing.

o a couple of instances of the difficulties in the way of opposition to
receiiﬁ-é‘flv\%hen 011; special duty t'o prevent coﬂee-stealin.g the season beforg 1aStt:
Inspector Mr. Sweeney, who did capital work, found a man in Vayittirl wh_o made ou
that his little plot, containing a few coﬁ’ep trees and W!nch_ was not eultwatia1 : pro;
duced at the rate of 1} tons per acre, Whlch.ls a}most six times as much as the mos
sanguine European planter expects from his hxghly-cultwa};ed estate. Of ci)lurgg,
nine-tenths of the coffee was stolen coffee which he had received ; but although t! is
was obvious, there was no means of using the law to bring him to accognt. Agla.n(l1 :
There is a man in Meppati who, during every coffee season, used to receive cla\Trt—d oabi
of coffee nightly, and throughout he was busy at work drying and cleaning. g tOIt?he
several tons passed through his hands. True he owned a small estate or two, bu i
produce of these was a small_ amount. As a ton of cherry coﬁt_ae is ’fvorth soxi1evlv{ gr
about Rs. 1,000, he was doing very well. He who worked in this way pluc 3 ha
bushel and received three or more, and to account for the goﬁee in his st§ess1ot : z
pointed to his few wretched trees: these being used as a blind, wt}ﬂe ref(iew?lig SE 0 :‘.)-
coffee was his business ; and to keep u’p_the_ game, he began plucking ha (:rth e 1810n
pean planters had begun theirs, and carried it on little by little throughout the season.

-
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d suring the coffee. Copies of the pa e
and mea e. 1 passes were sent wi
where it was comparatively easy to ascertuin whether the;hovl:;rgel:y to Wynaad,
whether the coffee was legitimately come by. This was very necessar “1:0 ones and
the impoverished landlords, ostensible dealers of respecmbili'ty, and diZhaSA o HRhy N
are ready enough to give a pass to any one for a very small recompense (i)::?(:?i:dlkans,
There were however —and it was inevitable—some small losses on th . d, b
very few in comparison with former seasons. The roads are dotted along wit?x r&a : ."1‘:
harpies, with whom it is most difficult to contend. The car ey

tmen :
also, are no more keen to sell stolen coffee than are they to buy. » mostly Mappillas

The arrangement for controlling examination of coffee on the

throughout the district except in the Palghat neighbourhood, whem:‘?)“;iniﬂf: %}e,d
coffee estates being in Cochin territory, it was impossible to exercise the best su ere
vision. A proof of the vigilance exercised will appear in the following circumstugc )
In the month of February coffee worth about Rs. 1,200 was seized by the night be cé
constables within the limit of Calicut town while being transferred from bouts to carta

The owners (?) abseonded and never dared to claim it ; and as it was proved from tbse;
appearance of the berry to have been grown in the Ochterlony valley (Coimbatore) .it
was handed over, with the Magistrate’s order to do so, to the agent. Kuowing the
roads were well watched, the coffee had been carried down by river from somewhere
above Nilambur. The individual whe did this was highly respectable, dving a large
trade in timber and other things. . g

This report gives but a general view of the coffee-stealing question and of the
means adopted for protection during last season ; and, though these were successful
beyond expectation, it is by no means intended to offer the inference that they were
eomplete absolutely. TFar from it. We were, however, acquiring knowledge which
wi]{ enable us to be better prepared for the next season, when it is hoped there will be
no losses,

The planters have it in their power, it may be added, to prevent all thieving on
the road—a kind of thieving by which they have always lost very largely and which
the police can never cope with quite successfully unless the planters do more to help
themselves. The means in their power is this, viz., to put up their coffee in certain
bags which are practically seamless and which are tied and sealed on the estate and
then placed upside down inside a bag belonging to their carrier, which is again sealed
by the carrier in his presence. Some of the planters used these bags during last season
and they lost nothing. 1f all will use these bags in future, the police will be- able ta
almost guarantee no losses during tramsit by road, because no cofiee can be removed
from these bags surreptitiously. To remove coffee from the ordinary bag and leave
no mark is quite easy. But no man will tamper with the other bags when his doing
go is at once clear evidence against him of theft.

The more we know of malpractices in respect of coffee-stealing the more we
ghould be able to meet them and to suppress therq ; but we ean never hope to suppress
them completely by supervision only. Precautions whieh are obviously necessary
should be taken by the planters.

I will conclude this very imperfect report—written, as it haypens, under
continual interruption while moving rapidly hither and thither—by expressing my
particular satisfaction in the admirable work done by third-class Inspector K. Raman
of South Wynaad, and I hope you will allow what he has done against coffee-steal-
ing to have some weight when promotion is in the air. A word or two more: the
police of North and South Wynaad have done well ; so, too, have those of Calicut and
Tellicherry—others too. But they have not, I am sorry to say, had great encourage-
ment in the way of rewards. But perhaps that is impossible. After next season if
operations are very successful, I may ask you to move the Government to make the
men a douceur of a month’s pay all round. T am sure, if coffee-stealing is suppressed
completely, they will deserve it,

P.8.—Attached are two statements which are irteresting. “A” shows the amount
of native-grown coffee in Wynaad last season. « B ” ghows the amount of coffee which
left Wyuaad. The account was taken at Peria on the road to Tellicherry ; at Oliote
on the road to Mysore;-at-Sultan’s Battery on the road to Mysore; at the Kutiyadi
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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT

Rzap—the following paper :— : ]
From the Inspector-General of Police, dated 12th July 1895, No. 4191.

I have the homour to submit, for the information of the (:‘fovel':)l;n&:g, I?O{i?;oir:
from Mr. Fawcett, the Superintendent of Malabar, on the 9Pe!1‘19-t1(;2:son of 1894-95,
preventing and detecting coffee-stealing in the Wynaad in the
With it I 'submit the District Magistrate’s covering letter. SRR

9. The work of the police was, I believe, acknowledged by, FesSiCHii P Ra "
have been effective, and they were, on the whole, satisfied Wil' nce and that the
Mr. Fawcett’s report shows that the matter was treated with mtﬁ lg& ety ok,
police worked hard. The report is unfortunately marred, as trix e dyanything‘
by comments on the settlement, about which Mr. Fawcett need no hﬁw facts first. g
and, if he did say anything, should have been careful to ascertain his

ice. They
3. I do not ask, nor does Mr. Fawcett, for any rewa_rds fqr_ the pghce

have been rewarded Tor each case which shc;wed any special ability or 1tnvolved any
special trouble. This, I think, is sufficient. The men who worked 11n T i Hit
received, all of them, the Wynaad allowances, which are fairly hbemi A y In next
really do more than the Government is entitled to call upon themt to St & sl
year, if necessary and if the results justify it, I will ask Government to gr
reward to each constable who works in the Wynaad during the season.

: il 1895
I attach a statement showing the rewards granted from November to April 1
for coffee work in the Wynaad.

ENcLosurEs.

Cory of letter from the District Magistrate of Malabar, to the1 Inspector—General
of Police, dated 19th June 1895, No. 1030-Magl.

I bave the honour to forward a report, No. 832, dated 10th instant, from the

i i : -stealing in Wynaad
Superintendent of Police, on the operations taken to prevent coffee-stealing
du?ing 1894-95. The paragraphs have unfortunately not been 'numlb%e:ed. t%‘}iz
report would have been a better one had Mr. Fawcett confined himsel OtI}:?a let
about which he is expected to know something. His statement that since the }t:e
settlement of Wynaad was set flying {(whatever that may mean) the revgm{e “a:s
decreased is grossly incorrect. Subjoined is a table pr-epared from records in the
Collector’s office showing the revenue of Wynaad taluk since Fasli 1290 :—

Before Settlement. After Settlement.

Fasli. Revenue demand. Fasli. B.evenu:‘:emand-
= RS, q

1290 .. se ee 107,120 T RN
1291 L Sy .. 1’02)604 1299 . o .o 1’58,24*
1292 .. .- -+ 99801 1800 ' o e iR Sl
1293 . L0 LR 88;287 1301 .o .. .. 1’82’602
1294 . .o LI 84;217 1302 L .o ve 1’75’234
S e ks BT 1508 o aai e s T,
1296 s .. 82111
1297 g 80,083

The figures speak for themselves.



e valleys—called commonly padig
d, comparatively few on the Wynaad side, where the lie of t

» Show signs of agriculture,” does not agree with Whatt Ithsealz.
I was on the Brahmagiris in December last a few days before Mr. Fawcett wen .

s 4 ; iris is in the
The only paddy flat in Wynaad to be seen distinetly from the Brahmagiris is in d
Tirunelli valley, and that certainly was cultivated in December, for Mr. Marshall an
I rode through the paddy fields.
3. The statement that ¢
land which but for it would b
easily proved in the face of th

t
an observed effect of the settlement seemsi1 to l?sttgz ¢
e cultivated is now fallow ” is one easily made,

e figures given in paragraph 1 supra.

. T .
spoil what is otherwise an interesting report. I very
_gla.dly test_ify to the excellent i

; p : t have
to those who worked in the Wynaad, The Tellicherry and Calicut police did no
such arduous work as thejr

wards
Wynaad brethren, 8o that I cannot recommend re
to them.,

self
5. Before the next coffee season commences, I hope that Mr. Fawcett and myse
may be able to meet the Wynaad

, ugp St
Planters’ Association and to arrange fo
more effective prevention of coffee thefts,

——

Cory of report from the Superintendent

-General
of Police, Malabar, to the Inspector-Ge
of Police, Madras, date

d 10th June 1895, No. 832.

3 adOPted
modes of stealing before ’8peaking of the methods for prevention which were
during last season.

Ordinarily, when there is a commod;
will be thieves who wil] steal it if they can : rincip
will be of another, There will be thieves of some kind. But this P

not apply strictly to the coffee

thieves of Wynaad. d Chetties—
Within its 956 Square miles there is, hesigeg the Nayar landlords an fed
the gentry whose famil i

-1e )
: ifferent to the over fecy
Y Sport is spearing the tiger very differen mmunity 0%
greasy. people called Chetties in the e;::gn count%yr,—thel‘e 18 8 mlxgd'[ca(:nil Pa“"‘lyx
people from the east - Brahming (a few), Muhammadans, Canarese a0 Cloaatiio® wel
In plenty ; and there are i

Mappillas and'a few Hindus from the West difterent peoples-
the class called ¢omprehensively coolies, Tepresenting, however, very the coffee,
These form what may be called the

3 :oh. but for
forei ulation, which,
Would not probably be poyy fn €1gn pop J

Wynaad.
Then there are the autoch

thonic folk—

Panniarg, Kurumbsg Adiyans, ‘
Muppans, Kaders, ! Erriwas,
Kurichas, '

some sub-divided, as the K

; what
oflfn > indlcate
ed, as. urumbas, who i their tribal divisions
amounts to racial distinetiong,

helm-
is the overw
Now, some of these are in 5 condition of pregial serfdom"&mgxlx1 TS Adiyan ﬁiiiz
ing superiority of the law of custom gver the law of the Gove_l‘n“;e at Panmarthere 3
slave, or perhaps more correctly serf, for the two are dlﬁiuntry where
labourer. The condition is, of course, parallgled in the low ©
genuine but not oppressive serfdom, '

ffects
A re NUMETrous e s
Through various causes, multiplied g they must be mtonz(xiloone of these appears
there has been considerable ch

i iti S in the more
aDge 1n the geners] conditions; 2 ¢ him and in
in the loss to, the landlord of the Panniar o 41| his land 0

- e

3
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of cultivation. It 1s
t a good deal of arable land has been tlﬁylcgvixlll (gg;org o lip At
et gy e t%mding R . e 2 2l t1 is cultivated, comparatively
RS ot onehs alleys—called commonly paddy-fla s-Ts 2 O iArs G
o e(;f idey where the lie of the countrzf1 1ng B 12ROy Shiol, 1T
o gl Wyn';?le f‘eas’on i A ok Rl Icl)ief ; and certainly, whatever
of agriculture. late settlement, too, is imputed with mls(; gk A4 £eraD J» Hhsdre
iy T g it was set flying the revenue hasde e ik
s ﬁlncher Whatever the ultimate a Y:nw :uld ol e
: believs, flfowi‘:a Ic;ft i::l I;eems to be that land, which but fori
observed eftec

me class of coffee-
fallow. o din Eho way of accounting for a trglébizs:he change of things
Rl poiia e ) tl? the trees by night—-Pannlarﬁ’law has drawn to himself the
stealors—those Wgo S@;pby which the assiduous Mapp
have been the canstlll)e coftee of the European planters.b istence in kind—grain and a
chestnuts—I mea ived much more than subsi 000 Do A Hee Whak i
e r(;c:ters_and i B rer(llclll 1for what is little by com-
Jihror thl:(:lIr tﬁleir masters to pay more ta!;f: sometimes break away in a
relatively less to enable rate for labour. So the she is, the Panniar is very sensitive
parison with the average ession—for, savage though ele;ns by the way, out of the
night on some sign of %Ppl' addy is left unreaped. Ii;1 :seave r’a 50 Hats of abotr WhitK
to treatment—— and the p be done while paying at t ed e A palits have beei
uestion for agriculture to ion has been resorted to, an ]il . it agmmimtisatho6is
in Wynaad is hign, 01(2?1?111 h chiefly, by, the native laﬁd i ploughed or coffee
used much, not onlYa‘a Paffni;.rs run away wheﬂ pad % loat. and the Panainre
European planter. Say formed that such a thing has been r; it flide:on
plucked. Police are i;ls ected. In many cases the very ﬂpP‘::xe of the complainant ;
heging FRANRY o0 Sedflill quistitnbuiioos o fL07 i Pél I"Pto submission, return to
the scene t;)1 aséi :g;;‘;e d, and the wretched serfs, frightened in
the police hav

for the
Lcacy: : for a short time in the district, I cannot ,Preﬁe'?ld tgoa?gg ullll;veo been
Ha?}?g bgﬁnw(])agch the conditions of exisbtizenc:eP ;:njt:res a; i Pot.hI:ar L
changes throu been, there is little doubt. hich they were
t they have been, hich they belong or on whic y

upset. Tha ic from the land to which they . from that on
del'iV‘;0 fhanr L3 ?Ergv?zﬂliemowherever they go ; or, 113 t;e f(ﬁﬁ oi S:ﬁ?:kf,e&e I;atronymic
born, bearing the time being. Now one seldo ) onstantly shifting
which they live for ; so the people have shifted and many are ¢ b6 5 Eha ‘old
.ancil the la(iufi:L ﬁ;ﬁi :fmeﬁeierth‘*l%zs’ there a;re ﬁsf)mfib ;e&exhgazzzi?usg as cattle,
hither an e available to be let out for hire

for they are aval
groove,

. i ular line
is not yet apparent why an oppressed Panniar thrcgvn ox{cegfith;i f;‘ii%, it
i s yt il pesioe eyl vt HoA IR 1o pr?s?{lk % moonlighter-—one who
ofditq shpuid stl? t the P:mniar, as well as others of hisilk,isa 4 o teint Ber Jod ikt
Preslesnt, itfo Sf{)};’ ‘m?)onlight'. Happily—the circumls_t]z:ncg li ;i:ﬁl_not s il
steals corice E ey for other means of livelihood, A dovils
i f his energy IQr othe t, for fear of a thousand devi
expenditure of hi il coolies or others, dare not, . LSt v ava ot
People of the plafuil?é 22;?11?1 denizens—go thrc;ugh the .fores: btho%h'; },r sgy, gﬁt s
9 Bayfmth&n fs (;ﬁght stealers. True they might go with a tor
to be feare o o
is much too dangero v " to thieving as the Panniar is
i 1 people are mot prone 1lv so the
L e tor example, aro absolutely honest, and almost equally
niably. =i AR
custom _
St tate coolies are thieves in a way. They have be:le:]: to exchange
R e 8 aexing as a perquisite a seer or 8o of coﬁee e‘;;‘;ya steady stream of
pilfer hrgeig{ ?c?rntobacco, betel and other lnxuries. This me
in the mar d is. most serions, AT oy
it . from the
g e Plante'rs’tealing from the vats, from the dryﬁngu yg’gﬁ; malpractices of
Theh o8 fstss during transit to the coast, and t »l“i fre (in mixed metaphor)
et ftmm"ctglrz s\?ﬁo after the manner of the unjust stewar
dishonest wr1 $
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a thorn in the flesh of their masters.
coffee is in the state of the succulent b
varied that the planters have never k

The modes of thieving are legion—whether the
erry, in its parchment or out of it—so many and
nown really what they lost.

Of course, where the thieves are, there will the receivers be also. An easier
question than “Who are the receivers 2’

18 *“ Who are not ?” Anybody will receive
coffee. The clumsiness of the law is well known, and, defying it, people have gc'mﬁ
on from year to year receiving ad lih. The planters thought the police were 80 \;e
paid by the receivers that they permitted the persistent villainy. I do not thiuk they
Wwere right, basing my opinion, not on the superlative honesty of the police, but on
the probability of the circumstances as well as in consideration of the difficulties in
active opposition to suppress what had become a regular trade through wlpclL medn
bezame rich and through which a section of the community of Malabar earned its bread.

Not only is every petty shopkeeper a receiver, but many petty shopkeepers are
receivers first and then shopk

eepers, It has been customary for a swarm of Mappxl.lus
to come up to Wynaad from the Coast to deal in coffee, arriving just before tlll.c sea's.(:lli
begins and leaving after it ig over ; they erect temporary sheds wherein theyh ive 1;:1 1t
their families sometimes, and regularly squat to receive ecoffee. 'When t he pk e;'
Sees a number of small shops Put up just outside the entrance to his estate, he ; now
what to expect. A simple circumstance is sometimes enough to enable one todor:n a
reasonable estimate of the trutl,. < If we see o Brahmin drinking under a 1_:0dh_y- rel?
we don’t think he is drinking milk.” But the planter has not becn able to rid imse
oi these offensive parasites, although he knows quite well they are absorbing the tissue
of his estate, -

Many of these invaders receive large advances from wealthy Mappilla merchants
on the Coast for nothing else than stolen coffee,

But these are not the only class of receivers, There are the regular resulen::;
receivers—some of them wealthy and influential —and these are, perhaps, the wo;s
are many native estate owners, eminently respectable, who are elt stz
“hetties—as we discovered during las

olen coffee by their Muppans, and they a.:‘?
almost, if not quite, as bad as the worst. The Muppans have been in this way qﬁl e
as-bad if not worse than the Panniars. Curiously, the Chetties steal from each other.
It is fashionable to do so.

been supplied with st

!
_ Conviction of receivers was considered to be so important that the Plantie;:e
Association_offered (for years) a reward of Rs, 100 for every conviction of a co

receiver. It has always been a difficult matter to realize such convictions. The

munificent offer has not prevented loss of their coffee and, as I will endeavoglre‘;:
show presently, T do not think that working on the line of conviction of receiv
produces the most potential deterrent to

GOffee-stealing.
To givea ¢

¢ ouple of instances of the difficulties in the way of opposition to
receivers. When on special duty to preve

last
nt coffee-stealing the season before .
Inspector Mr. Sweeney, who did capital work, founge a ::1; fl Vayittiri who made ouii
that his little plot, containing a few coffen tres and which was not cultivated, P“s’ :
duced at the rate of 11 tons per acre, Which jis almost six times as much as the m(;e
sanguine Furopean planter expects from hjg highly-cultivated estate. Of cﬁu:his’
nine-tenths of the coffee wag stolen eoffee which he had received ; but althoug o
was obvious, there was no means of using the law to bring him to account. J:i‘?); .
There is a man in Meppati who, during every coffee season, used to receive clgl(') ;605
of coffee nightly, and throughout he was busy at work drying and cleaning.

several tons passed through his hands,

oo b el el SRR L
produce of these was a small amount. Ag g ton of cherry coffee is W0

: . 4
about Rs. 1,000, he was doing very well. He who worked in this wagsg.:;_:okzdhe
bushel and received three or more, and to aceount for the coffee In ln?3 c}; T
pointed to his few wretched trees: these being used as a blind, while ; e it ny
coffee was his business: and to keep up the game, he began pluikulllg e
pean planters had begun theirs, and earried it op Little by little throug
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G.0., No. 1684, 10th Angust 1895,

Coffee Stealing in the Wynaad —Recording the
report of Mr. Fawcett on the operations of the

~ Police in preventing and detecting — in the
Wynaad in the season of 1894-95, with remark,

expressive of the satisfaction of Government; and
directing that copies of paragraph 44 of the report
and of statement appended to it be communica

ted
to the United Planters’ Association of Southern
India.

10 No. 1684, Jupiciar, 10Te Aveusr 1895.

Orper—No. 1684, Judicial, dated 10th August 1895.

Recorded, with the remark that the Government is gratified to note the great
interest which Mr. Fawcett takes in his work and the satisfactory results which he has
effected in regard to the prevention of coffee-stealing. A continuance of the same

policy will, it is hoped, be accompanied with even more success in the ensuing
season.

2. Copies of paragraph 44 of the report and of Statement A appended to it will
be communicated to the United Planters’ Association of Southern India.

(True Extract.)

J. I. PRICE,
Chief Secretary.

To the Inspector-General of Police.
,, Hony. Secretary, United Planters’ Association,

Exd. A, Raitt.

&
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pass; and at Vayittiri. By far the most eoffee passes through Vayittiri, but the account

taken there is necessarily incorrect as much of the coffee which passes through
Vayittiri was (we found) grown in South-East Wynaad of Coimbatore district. The
arrangements made for collecting this information were, of course, imperfect. They
will be better next time.

“C"” is a statement of cases.

——

A.
SvarEMENT showing the number of coffee estates and theerop plucked during the season 1894-95.
; ' Number Quantity
ofﬂz:g:?'- plucked.
‘ SEERS. i
South W o .. 1346 4,428,921 .
North m Gottazuris aguort shdir ot i) todinil el S01% » »1,063,963

- ——

et

Total .. 4,363 6,790,203

—

‘ B.
; StaTEMENT of coffee passed out of Wynaad. Beason 1894-95.
Parchment, Cherry. Clean.
BUSHELS, ¥ SEERS. BUSHELS, SEERS.
Europeans & We = i 78,057 “‘;3" mlf‘;sx;’ 26 2,056 16
Natives .. . . . . 2,565 19 3:399 21 14,239 9
Total ..| = 80,628 1 11,139 H 16,204 25
S—
C.

BTATEMENT of cases under the Indian Penal Code and Coffes Act. Season 1894-95.

X Reported, Deteoted. Arrested. \ Convicted. ‘ Lost. ‘ Recovered.
- BS. A. P.| BS. A P.
Under the Indian Penal Code g, 84 19 46 28 1,223 8 8| 926 10 8
Under Coffee-stealing Prevention Act. 67 B4 i 58
StaTeMENT of rewards in coffee cases in Malabar from November last to April 1895.
Number of

Date. constables Amount.

rewarded.

1894. BS.
November .. v.e e e - o e e o o ¥y S
December .. oo oo - ik A W o ¥ Py A o

1895, :
January .. .o .o o la ol ol <L 3y I .o ¥
Febmary .o "s L e 174 s e ol o 5 .. . ..
2ndM.u0h-. .o . "e g el Bs =% - > & b ig
2nd. ," e .o .. LR . oy PR P P .e i 36
2nd ” .0 e o ve . o o .~ .o .e 5 36
2nd ”» .e . . . s s o . .o .o 1 8
30th ” . . oe . " e o« .. L) .

APril Y ) ° e T .e M e . . . : 6
Total .. 20 145

eI
I

8 No. 1684, Juprciar, 10tH Aveusr 1895.

and measuring the coffee. Copies of the passes were sent without delay to Wynaad,
where it was comparatively easy to ascertain whether they were true owes and
whether the coffee was legitimately come by. This was very necessary as too many of
the impoverished landlords, ostensible dealers of respectability, and dishonest adikaris,
are ready enough to give a pass to any one for a very small recompense in eoin.

There were however —and it was inevitable—some small losses on the road, but
very’fcw in comparison with former seasons. The roads are dotted along with Mappilla
harpies, with whom it is most difficult to contend. The cartmen, mostly Mappillas
also, are no more keen to sell stolen coffee than are they to buy.

The arrangement for ooutx'911ing examination of coffee on the road estended
throughout the district extept in the Palghat neighbiurhood, where, owing to the
coffee estates being in Cochin territory, it was impossible to exercise the lest super-
vision. A proof of the vigilance exercised will appear in the following circumstance,
In themonth of February coffee worth about Rs. 1,200 was seized by the night beat
constables within the limit of Calicut town while being transferred from bouts to earts,
The owners (?) absconded and never dared to claim it ; and as it was proved from the
appearance of the berry to have been grown in the Ochterlony valley (Coimbatore) it
was hande:l over, with the Magistrate’s order to do so, to the agent. Kuowing the

. roads were well watched, the coffee had been carried down by river from somewhere

above Nilambur. The individual who did this was highly respectable, doing a large
trade in timber and other things.

This report gives but a general view of the coffee-stealing question and of the
means adopted for protection during last season ; and, though these were successful
beyond expectation, it is by no means intended to offer the inference that they were
complete absolutely. ~ Far from it. We were, however, acquiring knowledge which
wil} enable us to be better prepared for the next season, when it is hoped there will be
no losses.

The planters have it in their power, it may be added, to prevent all thieving on
the road—a kind of thieving by which they have always lost very largely and which
the police can never cope with quite successfully unless the plan{ers do more to help
themselves. The means in their power is this, viz., to put up their coffee in certain
bags which are practically seamless and which are tied and sealed on the estate and
then placed upside down zzside a bag belouging to their carrier, which is again sealed
by the carrier in his presence. Some of the planters used these bags during last season
and they lost nothing, 1f all will use these bags in future, the police will be able to
almost guarantee no losses during transit by road, because no cofiee can be removed
from these bags surreptitiously. To remove coffee from the ordinary bag and leave
no mark is quite easy. But no man will tamper with the other bags when his doing
so is at once clear evidence against him of theft,

The more we know of malpractices in respect of coffee-stealing the more we
should be able to meet them and to suppress them ; but we can never hope to suppress
them completely by supervision only. Precautions which are obviously necessary
should be taken by the planters.

I wil} conclude this very imperfect report—written, as it happens, under
continual interruption while moving rapidly hither and thither—by expressing my
particular satisfaction in the admirable work done by third-class Inspector K. Raman
of South Wynaad, an(_l I hope you Wlll.allow what he has done against coffee-steal-
ing to have some weight when promotion is.in the air. A word or two more: the
police of North and South Wynaad have done well ; 80, too, have those of Calicut and
Tellicherry—others too. But they have not, I am sorry to say, had great encourage-
ment in the way of rewards. But perhaps that ig impossible. After next season if
operations are very successful, I may ask you to move the Government to make the
men a douceur of a month’s pay all round. T am sure, if coffee-stealing is suppressed
completely, they will deserve it.

P.8.—Attached are two statements which are irteresting. A’ shows the amount
of native-grown coffee in Wynaad last season, « B » ghows the amount of coffee which
left Wyuaad. The account was taken at Peria on the road to Tellicherry ; at Oliote
on the road to Mysore; af Sultan’s Battery on the road to Mysore; at the Kutiyadi
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pass ; and at V_ayittiri. By f?u' the most coffee passes through Vayittiri, but the account
;ake.xx _tl'1ere Is necessarily incorrect as much of the coffee which passes through
Vayittiri was (we found) grown in South-East Wynaad of Coimbatore district. The

arrangements made for collecting this information’ were, of course, imperfect. They
will be better next time,

¢ 3
“C?” is a statement of cases.

—_—

A.
StATEMENT showing the number of coffee estates and theerop plucked during the season 1894-95.
» Numbe 3
of atates, LY
. SEERS.
South Wynaad A a5 N & .. 1346 4,428,921 .
SSoui Wysiaad it bovistaw i) sadnd slid igp) junide) tadunilow!s GO1E v ~B,260,960
Total .. 4,363 6,790,203
. B.

StaTEMENT of coffee passed out of Wynaad. Beason 1894-95.

i Parch;;nent_ ) Cherry. Clean.
BUSHELS, : 8. BEERS.
Rdropdia o 2ol DU Aneey e 13 et Ao Saguiyic 1881d i (sloss 16
. . . . 2,565 19 3:399 2} 14,239 9
Total .. | 80,623 1 11,139 3 16,294 25
C.
STATEMENT of cases under the Indian Penal Code and Coffee Act. Season 1894-95.
2, Reported, Detected, | Arrested. | Convicted. Lost. Recovered.
Under the Indian Penal Code G 84' 19 46 28 1,1;32;3 : PB' 91;;. :0 Pl
Under Coffee-stoaling Prevention Act. 67 b4 58
S ——
StaTEMENT of rewards in coffee cases in Malabar from November last to April 1895.
Number of
Date, e(l)lnutables Amount.
1894. iy B8,
November .. . Sy . . g
Deoember .o . . P ': Y % = ¥ D .: ! .
1895. f Reiraito Sorle JiRiew antox - 3
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2nd " .0 . U "o 9.0 S s P .. ) .. 4 36
211(1 » e .o o LR} Y e s . . . 6 36
30&& ” .. . L .o ° e Ao ° ) . . 1 3
Apnl b . s v o S o P . . ve s
Total .. 20 145
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The difficulties in the way of preventing coffee-stealing are not to be appreciated
in a glance, and it may be as well to consider further the use of convictions—asg they
have been used in former seasons—for purposes of prevention. A very common kind
of case is this. A man is found conveying coffee—it may be cart-loads. He is asked
to produce his pass. He has none and gives some brilliant explanation, _Charged
and fined for being without a pass (if he is not, as too often, aequntefl) he_ is fined a
fow rupees and the coffee which it is known he must have stolen orreceived illegally is
returned to him. One of the cases of this kind during last season was of two cart-
loads stopped near Manjeri; the coffee was measured and so on, and after much delay
the owner (?; was fined and let go with his coffee. I (i.lscox'gl'ed afterwards that this
coffee had been stolen from the estate of Mr. Hamilton in South-East Wynaad
(Coimbatore district). In the absence of a complainant a man cannot be charged for
theft, and in the absence of theft a man cannot be convicted for receiving. \ And in all
cases where coffee is concerned there is the supreme obstacle behln(! which the thief
or receiver is so often safe—the unidentifiability of the stuff. Even if a man be con-
victed in one court he will probably be released if he appeals against his conviction.
This is a fine shelter for the thieves; and they know it.

We will be better prepared to view the subject of prevention if we hark back to
the Panniar and see how that, when oppressed and bullied, he is no more a labourer

but a coffee thief. He and the crafty receiver assist each other mutually. The

Panniar must live, and when he finds the yoke of bondage intolerable and throws it
off, or while ne remains under it and is provided with no money to buy liquor,
tobacco, betel and the like luxuries, he is attracted to the Mappilla petty shopkeeper.
From him he gets trifles on credit. By skilful lying the Mappilla augments the debt
and soon has the wretched Panniar in his clutches. He frightens him and eventually
allows the debt to be cancelled if he brings coffee. Thereby comes stealing from the
trees by night. In somewhat similar style the Muppan steals for his Chetty master
and, like the Panniar, gets about one-tenth of its value for the coffee he has stolen.

Now for prevention; and we will look at the indirect means first; it bears on
prevention of stripping the trees by night.

To prevent the Panniar doing this we must work radically. With the word
Panniar it is meant to include those others of the hill folk who are somewhat similarly
situated. First of all, endeavour should he made to free him from oppression, not by
any legislative measure (which might make it worse for him), but simply by taking
care that his freedom is not inhibited. The freer they are the better ; the more wili
they come and live on the estates and learn to appreciate good wage and good treat--
ment. Year by year there is improvement in this direction to the advantage of the
planter as well as to the hill people.

Therefore I have given the strictest orders to prevent police being used for
oppression hqwever slight and apparently inoffensive or reasonable. They are to be
very careful indeed; even to absolute refusal to entertain complaint of a cognizable

offence—further than registering it—until they have proper reasons for believing the
compluaint to be genuine.

Good treatment will do more to prevent the Panniar moonlighting than anything
else. He must be free to work where he will. At present many Panniars are not.
Many circumstances are bronght to bear against his being a free agent; and to this
are SuPeTadd?d his natura_l shyness of contact with Europeans as well as his dislike
to work for six days out of seven But not only this—he must be prevented receiving
advantage through coffec-stealing ; and this we have endeavoured to do by working
against the receivers. :

There secems to be little likelihood of the Panniar returning to pristine condi.
tions, even were the land-tax lessened. It seems that nearly all the landlords once
rich are now paupers, retuining little more than their pride, which prevents them and
their families turning their hands to field labour. The Drink Fiend has had u good
band in this. ;
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It not' being germane to this re
might be the general effect on a
through absorption of the hill fulk
cousideration goes without saying.
opinion of those who have had mos

ture are decreasingly poorer
Wynaad. ‘ ;

My immediate consideration is preventing coffec-stealing ; and there is ne
manner of doubt that improvement in t

he lives of those who steal coftee from the trees

by night—a class of crime confined to one class of the people—will do much to relieve
the estates from depredations.

Itis now time to speak of the more special and direct methods which were
adopted  during last season. The difficulties to be encountered have been outlined.
It will have been observed that the receiver has been in ithe habit of receiving ail the

coffee. he could get, and that all who were engaged in the business had had their
cunning and other faculties sharpened by much practice.

There was no means of check, If a man said he got his coffee from so and so
there was no proof (as required by the courts, so danger through them was not appre=

'hended)—there Was no. proof that he did net, as so and so had some coffee trees.
T'here was no means of checkin

twenty times as much .as his trees could have produced or of knowing whether any
:ue had garnered ten times as much as he could possibly have gathered from his own
rees.

port, I do not, of course, stay to:consider what
griculture in Wynuad which might be induced
by the coffee estates. That the subject deserves
Aund I am not prepared to say, in the face of the
t experience that the people who live by agricul-
that the effect would be the most beneficial of all for

To trust to prevention throu

ieti ~ feeble
poliey.  The ga gh convictions only would havs been a very

[ me would not be worth the eandle, = Instead of being subdued, delin-
quents might be elated by the easy evasion of the law whose limits they knew so
well.  Moreover, the police could not possibly work with spirit at the sisyphean
game pel'petqally.. Minute sentences of mprisonment which never involved leaving
Wynaad—being mvariably within a month in duration—and trifling fines in the few
1nstances of conviction, had had very” little deterrent effect. So would they be
powerful now ? It was, therefore, necessary to do something else.

Nevertheless, it was by no means advisable to disregard cases and convietions.
Proper sentences must be effectual and to a very considerable extent. While wo‘rkmg
for prevention it was really more than ever desirable that infringement of the Boees

stealing Prevention Act as well as of the Penal Code in respect of coffee should b
met with more than nom

. inal sentences. Thanks to the action of the District M“gis'
trate who determined that convictions should be impressive, the Sub-Magisterial

horizon has been widened and those who wer i i last seasomr

: ' e found guilty during the las i

zere pu;u.shed as never before. There was not, only efhang;ment iﬁ the fines but 10
rms of im

prisonment. = People had somethin hev ventured to leap
through the law. It is not tcﬁ) mu &1to fear when they

. ch to say th : ion of offences is more
important than convietion of Y that while prevention

offenders, it can : latter ; and not
only that, the offenders mus ’ not be done without. the )

b t be made to feel .. Formerly while
fines were trifling and sentences never ; el the power of the law

than restriction and good feeding for a week or two i naad sub-jail, the hand
of the law was too feeble to be felt. It beco;le:: ;:r; gé:ra;;t mutt]er when fines
are substantial and imprisonment the

for a few months. The very going to ¢

annanore is itself a serious punishment to the:
Wynaadee. '

It will have been surmised already that Prevention in its widest sense was our

aim. In order that this might be done it was advisable first of all to obtain POGHEDTS
information of the extent and quantity of native-zjo;n cozfee—'—the co_ﬁee1 gr;)l:ﬂlll 1}’1
Wynaad outside the planters’ estates. And this was gotten by the s1mphe (;1 O% :
tedious process of counting all the bearing trees and estimating the crop t r((i)lu 8 way
Wynaad—outside the planters’ estates, of course. It was done 1n. # f”&f n{anner
without arousing alarm. Let me say here, in case objection 13 ta}(gn 'cot eide

of bringing about a good result, if « nothing succeeds like success " 18 put asi®s

g whether during the season so and so had not sold:

. i 3 : Jail
same, involying residence in Cannanore '

e ————— -
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son was extended to the owner of the s_mallest gardep as to {]

the sctlex:titio; I?(;‘Og;ct;}(:: coffee-growers in the smallest way it was appreciated quite

est est:
ﬁrgnuch as it was by the planters. 2 Jeps i The object
v 1t of this survey was entered in each station in a register. The objee

. The reslu 1d in our hands the power to check stealing and receiving in the most

of {tﬁ:is vﬁ:ym No orie could now grow a bushel and swear he grew a ton.

posi .

i ing. the gardens were again visited and the
When th‘ﬁ tlr:ihgi:ieitfogacl;}lﬁfs ng(;ted. gF or their own sakes the grqwell-ls were
ﬂuantlty act\lah yr gin their crop as soon as it was ripe. There was nothing IE the waix{
i gatfe the people soon knew they were being well protected. T es;]a sm?i
e O& red pmueh loss hitherto not only by theft, but by swindling, the wi ‘;
growers have su eli’ accounts. This latter offence, too, we were able. toh?re\«]en
Ll fulsxfyu;]g oliqice have earned the good will of the small growers, who have last
Partmll%r anda‘{)lee& get a proper price for their produc'e. : :
ok b ‘ble. by examination of books showing purchases and of passes o
e xey-rcise very considerable check. The law does not reql_l.u-(lel a
Clle o) B en’é of the coffee he grows, but 1t compels him to account in (;s
i Byl a(};coguvs Our knowledge of how much each man had glﬁ)v;rin made
Pt i tha}: eanv'm'an to pretend he had grown, say, a ton when he i}ll tgrggvx;
s retend that be had purchased from another more tl_lan th.aho e
heb s ?]:1 s P v{zas no vagueness on these points—the vagueness In w 1ch n]lel(:;
haﬂ %I"fk;mt.o ri]algzbthemselves sccure. Statements as to purchases could be checke ;
had hither

1 no man was able to possess more than he could legitimately.
and no r

check the swindling of local growers by
. samedﬂ?:nzzsaoz&e (Zigi.abl&fzowere able to exercise a check on gverg
buyers afid s“‘r“(ly receiving and swindling through the facts at our comman } lan v
form .Of th1ev1’1_1,-}.l, thel Wuysoand wiles of coffee receivers and buyers ; we were able to
acquaintance W = tirely of the six months’ parasites. A few came early in the season(i
relieve Wynaad ti]n nd' and, thinking it best to give up the game, went away. bW'yggad
it waslmf :e from ‘them. during the last season. It need scarcely be adde
v compltztfe t)l'lercoast buyers were thereby much disturbed.
- 1Imnyder Vto prevent thefts by coolies on the estates, amicable arrangements were
n or :

i ilferi the coolies
. istel hers of influence so that petty pilfering by th
madowrith 1 mamtﬂei:;ghmw:;skept, too, on the markets when the coolies made

it impractical

sd. Close
was prevent(,d. 4 |
theid weekly B & Is by nicht alone the roads to the estates and to other
e I rsegcltlali:ll. \82:3)1 a'li(ylr togthe ont-%f-the-way passes andfpaths froin btlhe
laces requlrlﬂgmfntr,y_ For this purpose four head constﬂables and fifteen cox;s ah'flsi
hilli'to the ¥ cthe divisions of the district below the ghits—an arrangeme%vw ‘vd
were taken from o appreciable inconvenience and involved but the (extra) anﬁ
brought w1t:;1 1::11: mfn The general effect was that (;oigﬁe-stelzaling was %‘rﬁﬁt;z:s eys

% : none,
ers lost any coffee and most of them los

stopped. o fe;vnglzﬂire are goody reasons for the presumption that th?rg w?rteh nfz
were very trlﬁll?gft than are entered in our registers. Of course, certain kinds f0 (:m
more cases 0 t}ﬁ by the police; as when a few seers of coffee are stolen foz,ﬂas

are unpreventateefaryfrom any habitation under the immediate care of no omla) ey
abandonedfe:]gtft from a drying yard when the planter’s watchmen are o y

in a case 0 g ‘ :

guilty- .o 1ty is the matter of preventing theft from carts dm‘lt!;g tg:;szz g;
Full of &MOEY 3 men will engage to carry coffee af I?W(i? O THeestperts
coffee to the coast. ] ’a ny other produce—a significant fact in itse PRI e et
iz carz'ykguéclégré:;eoout of the bags anlg mm%nglur:lggytl;:ea!iect?;:li[)ngorder 0 Wikl
vt itively remarkablo. i A it | lue very consider-
full ‘weight is positive iat they do not steal and thus reduce 1ts va B yis g el
the weight they wet W ugh long practice that they are able @i 1id al
S bl o tlxll(iac};usth;;(l)‘ocgess to ginlc)remse the weight of fih:hsam‘ll:’l;;v h:t}?ol?
routid) bY ¢ :efg ;,ngsaled bottle. To prevent losses on the road there P £

some}tlimfsh :?tning places, and super vision of passes along with turning out and examining
wateh a

allowances
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and measuring: the coffee. Copies of the passes were sent without delay to Wynaad,

WAgTR i g comparatively easy to ascertain whether they were true ones and

ghe.ther the coffce was legitimately come by. This was very necessary astoo many of

anﬁ and()Vemshed landlords, ostensible dealers of respectability, and dishonest adikaris,
ready enough to give Pass to any one for a very small recompense in eoin.

Al
_'lherje were hqwever —and it was Inevitable—some small losses on the road, but
very few in comparison with former seasons.  The roads are dotted along with Mappilla
pies, with whom it is most diffien]t to contend. The cartmen, mostly Mappillas
also, are no more keen to sell stolen coffee than are they to buy.

The arrangement for controlling examination of eoffee on the road estended
throughout the district exvept in the Palghat neighbou:hood, where, owing to the
coffee estates being in Cochin territory, it was impossible to exercise the best super-
vision. A proof of the vigilanee exercised will appear in the following circumstance.
In the month of February coffee worth about Rs. 1,200 was seized by the night beat
constables within the limit of Calicut town while being transferred from bouts o carts.

© owners (?) absconded and never dared to claim itn; and as it was proved from the
appearance of the berry to have been grown in the Ochterlony valley (Coimbatore) it
was hande:l over, with the Magistrate’s order to do s0, to the agent. Kuowing the
& d been carried down by river from somewhere

above Nilambur, The individual who dig thisc\‘:;;e'dhighly res}pectuble, dving a large

This report gives but a general view of the coffec-stealing question and of the
means adopted for protection during last season ; and, though these were successful
beyond expectation, it is by no means intended ’to Oﬁi.,. bhio inference that they were
complete absolutely. Far from i e Were, however, acquiring knowledge which

will enable ok s it v
no losses, ® U3t be botfer prepared for the pext season, when it is hoped there will be

The planters have it jn their power, it m o prevent all thieving on
the road—a kind of thieving by which tl, oy h:‘feb;v‘::‘;:‘k :t vr;rv largely and which
the police can never cope with quite successfully unlegs the Planfers do more to help
themS(*lv‘cs. The means in their power is this, viz t% put up their coffee in certain
bags which are Practically seamless and whic,h are tied and sealed on the estate and
then placed upside down inside a bag belonging to their carrier, which is again sealed
by the carrier in his presence. Some of the planters used these bags during last season

and they lost nothing, 1f all will use these bags in future, the police will be able to

almost guarantee no losses during transit by road, hecause no cofice can be removed

80 is at once clear evidence against him of theft.

should t?el:glr: t: © know of malpractices in respect of coffee-stealing the more we

meet them and to suppresg them ; but we can never hope to suppress
:ﬁg:ldcg?giﬁyb; zh:‘;g::"t;‘;}so‘n only. P wcauti_(;ns which are obyiously necessary

: : . S very imperfect rt—writt it haypens, under
continual Interruption while moving rapidly lfi‘:;)mr av:x:; t}el?t%::—'lby eg;?ressing my

particular satisfaction in the admirable work ird- ector K. Raman
(_)f South Wynaad, and I hope you will allow d;’;l]:tbi ;hﬁﬁ 31:3: ,I;gzli)nst éottoe steal-
ing to have some weight when promotion ig. iy the air. A word or two more: the
police of North and South Wynaad have done well ; so, too, have those of Calicut and
Tellicherry—others too. But they have net, 1 am sorry to say, had great encourage-
ment in the way of rewards. But perhaps t’hat is impossible. " After mext season if
operations are very successful, I may ask you to move the Government to make the
men a douceur of a month’s pay all round. * | am sure, if coffee-stealing is suppressed
completely, they will deserve it.

P.8.—Attached are two statements which are interesting. A’ shows the amount
of native-grown coffee in Wynaad last season, « 13 ghows the amount of coffee which
left Wyuaad. The account was taken at Peria on the road to Tellicherry ; at Q“:(ti?
on the road to Mysore; at Sultan’s Battery on the road to Mysore; at the-Kutiyadi
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a thorn in the flesh of their masters. The modes of thieving are legion —whether the
coffee is in the state of the succulent berry, in its parchment or out of it—sgo many and
varied that the planters have never known really what they lost.

Of course, where the thieves are, there will the receivers be also. An easier
question than ¢ Who are the receivers ?” is * Who are not ? Anybody will receive
coffee. The clumsiness of the law is well known, and, defying it, people have gone
on from year to year receiving ad k6. The planters thought the police were so well
paid by the receivers that they permitted the persistent villainy. T do not think they
were right, basing my opinion, not on the supe_rlatlve‘hones.ty of the police, but on
the probability of the circumstances as well as in consideration of the difficulties in
active opposition to suppress what ha}d become a regular trade through which men
became rich and through which a section of the community of Malabar earned its bread.

Not only is every petty shopkeeper a receiver, but many petty shopkeepers are
receivers first and then shopkeepers. It has been customary for a swarm of Mappillas
to come up to Wynaad from the Coast to deal in coffee; arriving just before the season
begins and leaving after it is over ; they erect temporary sheds wherein they live with
their families sometimes, and regularly squat to receive coffee. When the planter
sees a number of small shops put up just outside the entrance to his estate, he knows
what to expect. A simple circumstance is sometimes enough to enable one to form a
reasonable estimate of the truth. “If we see a Brahmin drinking under a toddy-tree
we don’t think he is drinking milk.” But the planter has not been able to rid himself
of these offensive parasites, although he knows quite well they are absorbing the tissue
of his estate,

Many of these invaders receive large advances from wealthy Mappilla: merchants:
on the Coast for nothing else than stolen coffee,

But these are not the only class of receivers, There are the regular resident
receivers—some of them wealthy and influential —and these are, perhaps, the worst
of all. Then there are many native estate Owners, eminently respectable, who are also
largely incriminated. Many of these are Chetties—as we discovered during last
season—who have been supplied with stolen coffee by their Muppans, and they are
almost, if not quite, as bad as the worst. The Muppans have been in this way quite
as bad if not worse than the Panniars. Curiously, the Chetties steal from each other.
It is fashionable to do so. :

Conviction of receivers was considered to be go important that the Planters’
Association offered (for years) a reward of Rs, 100 for every conviction of a coffec
receiver. It has always been a difficult matter to realize such convictions. The
munificent offer has not prevented loss of their coffee and, as I will endeavour to
show presently, T do not think that working on the line of conviction of receivers
produces the most potential deterrent to coffee-stealing.

To give a couple of instances of the difficulties in the way of opposition to
receivers. When on special duty to prevent coffee-stealing the seasom before last,
Inspector Mr. Sweeney, who did capital work, found a man in Vayittiri who made out
that his little plot, containing a few coffee trees and which was not cultivated, pro-
duced at the rate of 11 tons per acre, which is almost six times as much as the most
sanguine European planter expects from hig highly-cultivated estate. Of course,
nine-tenths of the coffee was stolen coffee which he had received ; but although this
was obvious, there was no means of using the law to bring him to aceount. Again:
There is a man in Meppati who, during every coffee season, used to receive cart-loads
of coffee nightly, and throughout he was busy at work drying and cleaning. No doubt
several tons passed through his hands. True he owned a small estate or two, but the
produce of these was a small amount. As a ton of cherry coffee is worth somewhere
about Rs. 1,000, he was doing very well. He who worked in this way plucked a
bushel and received three or more, and to account for the coffee in his possession he
pointed to his few wretched trees: these being used as a blind, while receiving stolen
coffee was his business; and to keep up the game, he began plucking after the Euro-
Ppean planters had begun theirs, and carried it on 1ittle by little throughout the season.

i
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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT.

Ruap—the following paper :—
From the Inspector-General of Police, dated 12th July 1895, No. 4191.

I have the honour to submit, for the information of the G_rovernment, a report
from Mr. Fawcett, the Superintendent of Malabar, on the operations of the police in

preventing and detecting coffee-stealing in the Wynaad in the season of 1894-95.
With it I submit the District Magistrate’s covering letter.

2. The work of the police was, I believe, acknowledged by resident planters e
have been effective, and they were, on the whole, satisfied with what was done.
Mr. Fawcett’s report shows that the matter was treated with intelligence and that the
police worked hard. The report is unfortunately marred, as Mr. Mobex_'ly remayks,
by comments on the settlement, about which Mr. Fawcett need not have said anything ;
and, if he did say anything, should have been careful to ascertain his facts first.

3. I do not ask, nor does Mr. Fawcett. for any rewards for the police. They
have been rewarded for each case which shéwed any special ability or involved any
special trouble. This, I think, is sufficient. The men who worked in the Wynaad
received, all of them, the Wynaad allowances, which are fairly liberal. They did not
really do more than the Government is entit’led to call upon them to do. In next

year, if necessary and if the results justity it, T will ask Government to grant a small
reward to each constable who works in the Wynaad during the season.

fhioE e Siowingth from November to April 1895
for coffee work in the Wynaad. g the rewards granted from

—_—

ENcrosures.

Cory of letter from the District Magistrate of Malabar, to the Inspector-General
of Police, dated 19th June 1895, No. 1030-Magl.

I bave the honour to forward a repq . 832, dated 10th instant, from the
Supprintendent of Police, on the opel‘aticl))n:t éali(x)l to pre;vent coffee-stealing in Wynaad
during 1894-95. The paragraphs have unfortunately not been numbered. The
report would have been a better one had Mr. Fawcett confined himself to matters
about which he is expected to know something. His statement that since the late
settlement of Wynaad was set flying (whatever that may mean) the revenue 1;1*115
decreased is grossly incorrect. Subjoined is a table prepared from records in the
Collector’s office showing the revenue of Wynaad taluk since Fasli 1290 :—

Before Settlement.

After Settlement.
Fasli, Revenne demand. Fasli. B"mu;:.em‘nd'
RS 95
1290 - prat IO ¥, 0T 1298 et }'243'235
A e 1,02.604 T e B 01068244
ST L Taoset 1300 .o @t " T70939
7 EEN I - T S e LR v
PRSI R S R R A et W, (T T
1495 1y 15 : : 82:587 1303 . v.# ee 1,09,
1296 ¥ 3 R . 4§
1997 Y 80,083

The figures speak for themselves.
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(Miscellaneous.)
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——

~ Coffee Blealing in the Wynaad.—Recordi
report of Mr. Fawcett on the operationsmge :lﬁ:
Police in preventing and detecting — in the
Wynaad in the season of 1894-95, with remark,
expressive of the satisfaction of Government; and
directing that copies of paragraph 44 of the report
and of statement appended to it be communicated
;o sil: United Planters’ Association of Southern
n
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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT.

Reap—the following paper :—
From the Inspector-General of Police, dated 12th July 1835, No. 4191.

I have the honour to submit, for the information of the Government, a report
from Mr. Fawcett, the Superintendent.of Malabar, on the operations of the police in
preventing and detecting coffee-stealing in the Wynaad in the season of 1894-95.
With it I submit the District Magistrate’s covering letter.

'9. The work of the police was, I believe, acknowledged by resident planters to
have been effective, and they were, on the whole, satisfied with what was done.
Mr. Fawcett’s report shows that the matter was treated with intelligence and that the
police worked hard. The report is unfortunately marred, as Mr. Moberly remarks,
by comments on the settlement, about which Mr. Fawcett need not have said anything ;
and, if he did say anything, should have been careful to ascertain his facts first.

3. I do not ask, nor does Mr. Fawcett, for any rewards for the police. They
have been rewarded for each case which showed any special ability or involved any
special trouble. This, I think, is sufficient. Thg men who worked in the Wynaad
received, all of them, the Wynaad allowances, which are fairly liberal. They did not
really do more than the Government is.ent}tled to call upon them to do. In next
year, if necessary and if the results justify 1t, I will ask Government to grant a small

reward to each constable who works in the Wynaad during the season.

I attach a statement showing the rewards granted from November to April 1895
for coffee work in the Wynaad.

———

ENCLOSURES.

Copy of letter from the District Magistrate of Malabar, to the Inspector-General
of Police, dated 19th June 1895, No. 1030-Magl.

I bave the honour to forward a report, No. 832, dated 10th instant, from the
Superintendent of Police, on the operations taken to prevent coffee-stealing in Wynaad
during 1894-95. The paragraphs have unfortunately not been numbered. The

“report would have been a better one had Mr. Fawcett confined himself to matters

about which he is expected to know something. His statement that since the late
settlement of Wynaad was set flying (whatever that may mean) the revenue has
decreased is grossly incorrect. Subjoined 1s a table prepared from records in the
Collector’s office showing the revenue of Wynaad taluk since Fasli 1290 :—

BEfOI'G Settlement. Afte.r Settlement.
Fasli. ' Revenue demand. Fasli, Revenue demand.
RB8. RS.

1290 ¥ s o HUT120 1298 % 3 .. 1,28,095
1291 . .0 .o 1,02’604 1299 oes e . 1,44,535
1292 wh S5 .. 99,801 1300 e . 1,568,244
1293 Sk s P 4o DRICOT- e 1301 : . 1,70,939
1294 L Vi3 e LAY 1302 : .. 1,82602
1295 P s SRRy o ¥ ) | 1308 AT . 1,75,234
1296 s < s 82,111

1297 5e 80,083

The figures speak for themselves,
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2. His statement, “It is patent to any one standing on the Brahmagiris that
while in Coorg every single space in the bottom of the valleys—called commonly paddy
tlats—is cultivated, comparatively few on the Wynaad side, where the lie of the
country is just the same, show signs of agriculture,” does not agree with what 1 saw.
I was on the Brahmagiris in December last a few days before Mr. Fawcett went there.
The only paddy flat in Wynaad to be seen distinetly from the Brahmagiris is in the
Tirunelli valley, and that certainly was cultivated in December, for Mr. Marshall and
I rode through the paddy ficlds.

8. The statement that ¢“an observed effect of the settlement seems to be that
land which but for it would be cultivated is now fallow ” is one easily made, but not
easily proved in the face of the figures given in paragraph 1 supra.

4. These mis-statements spoil what is otherwise an in‘terestmg report. I very
gladly testify to the excellent work done by the police during the last coffee season
in preventing coffee-stealing, and I trust that it may be possible to grant some reward
to those who worked in the Wynaad. The Tellicherry and Calicut police did not have
such arduous work as their Wynaad brethren, so that I cannot recommend rewards
to them.

5. Before the next coffee season commences, I hope that Mr. Fawcett and myself
may be able to meet the Wynaad Planters’ Association and to arrange for a still
more effective prevention of coffee thefts.

—_—

Cory of report from the Superintendent of Police, Malabar, to the Inspector-General
of Police, Madras, dated 10th June 1895, No. 832.

I have the honour to give you a brief account of the operations against the
aggravating crime—coffee-stealing, the béte noire of the ‘Wynaad planter ; and in order
that I may do so lucidly, I must beg your attention to the circumstances and to the
modes of stealing before speaking of the methods for prevention which were adopted

during last season.

Ordinarily, when there is a commodity valuable and easily stealable, there
will be thieves who will steal it if they can ; if they are not of one class or caste, they
will be of another. There will be thieves, of some kind. But this principle does
not apply strictly to the coffee thieves of Wynaad.

Within its 956 square miles there is, besides the Nayar landlords and Chetties—
the gentry whose family sport is speari;:lg the tiger, very different to the over-fed,
greasy people called Chetties in the eastern country—there s a mixed community of
people from the east : Brahmins (a few Muhammadans, Canarese and Tamil Paraiyas
in plenty ; and there are Mappillas and a fow Hindus from the West Coast, as well as
the class called comprehensively coolies, representing, however, very different peoples.

These form what may be called the foreign population, which, but for the coffee,
would not probably be now in Wynaad.

Then there are the autochthonic folk—

Panniars, | Xurumbas, Adiyans,
Muppans, Kaders, Erriwas,
Kurichas,

some sub-divided, as the Kurumbas, who in their tribal divisions indicate what
amounts to racial distinctions: ; -

Now, some of these are in a condition of predial serfdom—such is the overwhelm-
ing superiority of the law of custom gver the law of the Government. Adiyan means
glave, or perhaps more correctly gerf, for the two are different ; Panniar means
labourer. The condition is, of course, paralleled in the low country where there is
genuine but not oppressive serfdom.

Through various causes, multiplied as they must be into more numerous effects,

there has been considerable change in the general conditions, and one of these appears
in the loss to the landlord of the Papmiar to till his land for him and in the more
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f arable land has been thrown out of cultivation. It 1s
obyious fact ﬂ;ﬁn‘;“s ti‘:l‘:ﬁndgeilnothi Brahmagiris, thatwhile in Coorg every single space
atent totf'ng of thevalleys—called commonly paddy-flats—1s cultivated, comparatively
in the bohO Wynaad side, where the lie of the country 1s just the same, show signs
few on tl te 2t y The reas’on commonly givenis: “ We do not cultivate as we have no
of agrict H T}le late settlement, too, is imputed with mischief ; and certainly, whatever
Panniars. be. since it was set flying the revenue has decreased, and last year it was,
the cause may bé Whatever the ultimate advantages of that scheme, an
to be that land, which but for it would be cultivated, is now

N~

believe lower t}_lan ever.
gbserved’eﬁect of it seems

fallow.

This prelude is in the way of accounting for a troublesome class of coffee-

ip the trees b nicht— Panniars, who in the change of things
steale{')S;]—lﬂéﬁze czgz.;;gpby which ﬂl}(; assiduous Mappilla has drawn to himself tEe
gﬁg:tnsts——l mean the coffee of the European planters, . :
~ The Panniars never received much more than subsistence 1n kind—grain and a
loth or so from their masters—and they are now required to w'ork. for what is
e 1y less to enable their masters to pay more tax and for what is little by com-
e };vith the average rate for labour. So the serfs sometimes break away ina
?F;S;O:n some sign of oppression—for, savage though he is, the Panniar is very sensitive
?(: treatment—— and the paddy is 1eft‘unrea}.)ed. It scems, by the way, out of the
uestion for agriculture to be done while paying at the average rate of labour, which
in Wynaad is high. Coercion has been resorted to, and in this the pohce. have been
used much, not only, although' chiefly, by the native landlgrds, but sometimes by the
Turopean planter. Sa_y, Panniars run away W}len paddy is to be ploughed or coffee
plucked. Police are informed that such a thing has been lost, and the Panniars
having run away are suspected. In many cases the very appearance of the police on
the scene to ask the needful questions suffices to fulfil the purpose of the complainant :
the Eolice have appeared, and the wretched serfs, frightened into submission, refurn to

work.

Having been for a short time in the district, I cannot pretend to account for the
changes through which the conditions of existence of the hill peoples have been
upset. That they have been, there is little doubt. Panniars and other autochthons
derive their patronymic from the land to which they belong or on which they were
born, bearing it with them wherever they go ; or, in the case of some few, from that on
which they live for the time being. Now one seldom finds, I think, the patronymic
and the land the same ; so the people have shifted and many are constantly shifting
hither and thither. Nevertheless, there are some few who seem to be in the old
groove, for they are available to be let out for hire by their masters—just as cattle.

It is not yet apparent why an oppressed Panniar thrown out of his regular line
of life should steal coffee, but it will be made so presently. Let it suffice, for the
present, to say that the Panniar, as well as others of his ilk, isa moonlighter—lone who
steals coffee by moonlight. Happily—the circumstance is rare—if he can be led into
expenditure of his energy for other means of livelihood, he will not be replaced easily.
People of the plains, as Tamil coolies or others, dare not, for fear of a thousand devils—
to say nothing of its natural denizens—go through the forest by night ; so they are not
to be feared as night stealers. True they might go with a torch or by’r day, but either
is much too dangerous. Pl

Luckily all tl_le hill people are not prone to thieving as the Panniar is unde-
niably. The Kurichas, for example, are absolutely honest, and almost equally so the
Kurumbas. :

But the estate coolies are thieves in a way. They have been accustomed to

_pilfer largely, annexing as a perquisite a seer or so of coffee every week to exchange

in the market for tobacco, betel and other luxuries. This means a steady stream of
loss to the planters, and is most serious. W !

Then there is stealing from the vats, from the drying yards, from the store-
houses, from the carts during transit to the coast, and through the malpractices of
dishonest writers who, after the manner of the unjust steward, are (in mixed wetaphor)
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a thorn in the flesh of their masters. The modes of thieving are legion—whether the
« coffee is in the state of the succulent berry, in its parchment or out of it—so many and
varied that the planters have never known really what they lost.

Of course, where the thieves are, there will the receivers be also. An easier
question than ¢ Who are the receivers ?”’ is ** Who are not ? ”’ Anybody will receive
coffee. The clumsiness of the law is well known, and, defying it, people have gone
on from year to year receiving ad 4h. The planters thought the police were so well
paid by the receivers that they permitted the persistent villainy. I do not think they
were right, basing my opinion, not on the superlative honesty of the police, but on
the probability of the circumstances as well as in consideration of the difficulties in
active opposition to suppress what had become a regular trade through which men
became rich and through which a section of the community of Malabar earned its bread.

Not only is every petty shopkeeper a receiver, but many petty shopkeepers are
receivers first and then shopkeepers, ~ It has been customary for a swarm of Mappillas
to come up to Wynaad from the Coast to deal in cofice, arriving just before the season
begins and leaving after it is over ; they erect temporary sheds wherein they live with
their families sometimes, and regularly squat to receive coffee. ~When the planter
8ees a number of small shops put up just outside the entrance to his estate, he knows
what to expect. A simple circumstance is sometimes enough to enable one to form a
reasonable estimate of the truth. « If we see a Brahmin drinking under a @oddy-tree
we don’t think he is drinking milk” But the planter has not been able to rid himself

of these offensive parasites, although he knows quite well they are absorbing the tissue
of his estate,

Ma?y of these invaders receive large advances from wealthy Mappilla merchants
on the Coast for nothing else than stolen coffee.

_But these are not the only clags of receivers. There are the regular resident
recelvers—some of them wealthy and influential —and these are, perhaps, the worst
of all. Then there are many native estate owners, eminently respectable, who are also
1argely incriminﬂted- Many Of these are Cbetties_as we discovel‘ed dul‘lng last
season—who have been supplied with stolen coffee by their Muppans, and they are
almost, if not quite, as bad as the wopst. The Muppans have been in this way quite

as bad if not worse than the Papn; iously. the Chetties steal from each other.
It is fashionable to'do 83, - Ty Cnrlousy, the

Conviction of receivers w : important that the Planters’
Association offered (for years)a: r?;:r(iiel;eédR? 15630 . eliery conviction of a coffee
SPARINES It has always been a difficult matter to realize such convietions. The
munificent offer has not preventeq loss of their coffee and, as I will endeavour to
show presently, I do not think that working on the line of conviction of receivers
produces the most potential deterrvent to coffge-stealing.

To give a couple of instan difficulties in the way of opposition to
receivers. 'When on special dui;s t(:)f :eh:ent coffee-stealing the season before last,
Inspector Mr. Sweeney, who did capitalp work, found a man in Vayittiri who made out
that his little plot, containing a few coffee ;;rees and which was not cultivated, pro-
duced at the rate of 13 tons per acre, which is almost six times as much as the m'ost
sanguine Kuropean planter expects trom his highly-cultivated estate. Of Cﬁutlﬁ?a
nine-tenths of the coffee was stolen coffee which he had received ; bub although tl is
was obvious, there was ng means of using the law to bring him to account. Aglan(xl :
There is a man in Meppati who, durin every coffee season, used to receive cart-d oabi
of coffee nightly, and thronghou,t he wfs busy at work drying and cleaning. N g t()ltlh
several tons passed through his hands, True he owned a small estate or two, bu 3 e
produce of these was a Small amonnt. As a ton of cherry coﬁge is yort-h scmewhere
about Rs. 1,000, he was ol e "well. He who worked in this way plucked a
bu_shel and received three or more rznd to account for the coffee 1m his possession he
pointed to his few wretched trees : these being used as a blind, while receiving stolen
coffee was his business; and to kee up the game, he began plucking after the Euro-
pean planters had begun theirs, and carried it on little by little throughout the season.
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The difficulties in the way of preventing coffee-stealing are not to be appreciated
in a glance, and it may be as well to consider further the use of convictions—as they
have been used in former seasons—for purposes of prevention. A very common kind
of case is this. A man is found conveying coffee—it may be cart-loads. He is asked
to produce his pass. He has none and gives some brilliant explanation. Charged
and fined for being without a pass (if he is not, as too often, acquitted) he is fined a
few rupees and the coffee which it is known he must have stolen or received illegally is
returned to him. One of the cases of this kind during last season was of two cart-
loads stopped near Manjéri ; the coffee was measured and so on, and after much delay
the owner (?} was fined and let go with his coffee. I discovered afterwards that this
coffee had been stolen from the estate of Mr. Hamilton in South-East Wynaad
(Coimbatore district). In the absence of a complainant a man cannot be charged for
theft, and in the absence of theft a man cannot be convicted for receiving, And in all
cases where coffee is concerned thcre is tne supreme obstacle behind which the thief
or receiver is so ¢ften safe—the unidentifiability of the stuff. Even if a man be con-
victed in one court he will probably be released if he appeals against his conviction.
This is a fine shelter for the thieves; and they know it.

We will be better prepared to view the subject of prevention if we hark back to
the Panniar and see how that, when oppressed and bullied, he is no more a labourer
but a coffee thief. He and the crafty receiver assist each other mutually. The
Panniar must live, and when he finds the yoke of bondage intolerable and throws it
off, or while he remains under it and is provided with no money to buy liquor,
tobacco, betel and the like luxuries, he is attracted to the Mappilla petty shopkeeper.
From him he gets trifles on credit. By skilful lying the Mappilla augments the debt
and soon has the wretched Panniar in his clutches. He frightens him and eventually
allows the debt to be cancelled if he brings coffee. Thereby comes stealing from the
trees by night. In somewhat similar style the Muppan steals for his Chetty master
and, like the P amlia.r, gets about one-tenth of its value for the coffee he has stolen.

* Now for prevention ; and we will look at the indirect means first; it bears on
prevention of stripping the trees by night.

- To prevent the Panniar doing this we must work radically. %W g
Panniar it is meant to include those others of the hill folk who al'eysom:\:}tllz:t t:}fni‘i;(l)'i‘d
situated. First of all, endeavour should be made to free him from oppression, not bg
any legislative measure (which might make it worse for him), but simpl by takin
care that his freedom is not inhibited. The freer they are the’ better ; Ith; rgore Wiﬁ
they come and live on the estates and learn to appreciate good wage a’nd good treat-

ment. Year by year there is improvement in this direct; .
planter as well as to the hill people. A Yo i

Thpref(l)lre I have given the strictest orders
oppression however slight and apparently iroffensive or re

v;ry carefful ﬁndee}«li, even to absolute refusal to entertain ::r(r):;)ﬁilgi; o%‘h:{;;gi;(;bti:
offence—further than registering it—until they hg ievi
it i i g Y have proper reasons for believing the

to prevent police being ‘used for

Good treatment will do more to prevent the Pann; ¥ 2y g
else. He must be free to work whell')e he will. At har moonlighting than anything

: At present m :
Many circunistances are brought to bear against his being 4 frigyagzﬁl{lﬁda;i s
are superadded his natural shyness of contact with Europeans as voll o his dislike
to work for six days out of seven. But not only ¢

his—he must be prevented receiving
advantage through coffee-stealing ; and this we hg \ g i
against the receivers. 1 Ve endchrdired 19,00 S ERRE

_ There seems to be little likelihood of the Panniar returning to pristine condi-
tions, even were the Iand-'tax lessened. It seems that nearl;lizllg;he fandlords once
:]lfh are now paupers, retaining little more than their pride, which prevents them and
o afﬁ fﬁntl}lll}es turning their hands to field labour. The Drink Fiend has had a good
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most experience that the ppo;ﬂ:‘l{.h ml'the face ol the
'ho live by agricul-

ture are decreasi
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Wynaad. gly poorer, that the effect would be ‘the most b

eneficial of all for
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al coffee from the trees
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16 55 ing lazt season. The di more special and di X
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he receiver has been in the habit l(?fve been outlined.
2 receiving ail the

coffee he could
el get, and that all
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practice. o
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he owner of the smallest garden as to the

the scheme for protection was extended to t
he smallest way it was appreciated quite

Jargest estate and by the coffee-growers 11 t
as much as 1t Was by the planters.

_ The result of this survey was €n
of it was to hold in our hands the powe
positive Way. No one could now growa

tered in each station in a register. T

- ~ h j
r to check stealing and re:eiving in ttlaxeotgec‘;
bushel and swear he grew a ton. i

When the time came for plucking, the gardens were again visited and the
induced to gather in their crop as soon 2% it was ripe. There was nothing 1
. the wa
le soon knew they were being well protected g Y

s have suffered muc E . . These small
buver falsifying his accounts. This latter oience, too, we were abl
partially and the police have oarned the good W ill of the anall growers, v‘:'h? hg:‘rzv]‘:;z

1t was possible by examination of books showing purchases and
coffee on transit, to exercise very considerable check. The law does n?)ft ?:;?fii of
man to keep an account o e ofEECY h e a
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it impractic he had grown, say, a ton when he had vt
but a bushel X i & | ad grown
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4
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: nd others of influence so that petty Afering b %0
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v Ty e
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ble by the po :0e: as when & €W Seers of eott
abandoned ostate far from g.;ly habitation lllm 5 ee are stolen from an
from a drying yard when the planter’s watchm .
guilty. en are obviously
Full of difﬁcultyC St =
artmen engage to carry coffee at a lag
will carry cinchona or 81y i er rate than they
. coffee out of the bags and turning up at the receiving station with th
full weight is P e
the weight they wet what they do not steal anq thus reduce its val :

g r are they through long practice that they are all)llz v(ftryl Sco:s_léler-.
round) by a very ingenio aid all
sometimes sent 10 & cealed bottle. To prevent losses on the road there were patr

d supervision of passes along with turning out and e};apa. “')lsg,

quantity actually gathered in each was not For their own sakes the growers wer
: e
of opposition, for the peop
grower h loss hitherto not only by theft, but by swindling, the wily
?
season been able to get a proper price for their produce.
£ the cofiee he grows, but it compels him to account in his
d that be had purchased from another more than that other
had grown- 1
mselves secure.
han he could legitimately.
By the same means, too, We were ab
ing, receiving an dling through the facts at our command and
relieve W ynad: 2 81X .
was in hand. and, thinking it best to gi1ve up the game, went away. Wynaad
i0s on the estates, amicable arra
: nge v
made with the maistiies a . gements were
ept, t00, o1 the markets when the coclies made
There were regular pa g
i d to the out-of-the-way passes a
nd
hills to the low country. rp e -t paths from the
sions of the distric elow the ghéits——an a .
prought with it 10 appre rrangement which
he general effect W3 that coffee-stealing was practicall
stopped- a1y
trifling and there are good 1€ o
r registers. . Of course, certain kind
are unpreventa S , certain kinas of theft
er the immediate car
in a case of theft e of no one; oras
is the mattér of preventing theft from ca :
rts d :
coffee to the coast. : s during transit of
other produce—2 significant fact in itself. Their expert
ositively remarkable. Not only do they steal, but in order to AL 5
up
ably. 5o cleve C
us process to increase the weight of the sample which is
watch at halting places, 8l
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and measuring the coffee. Copies of the passes were sent without delay to Wynaad,

. Where it was comparatively easy to ascertain whether they were true ones and

z;']};e.ther the coffee was legitimately come by. This was very necessary as too many of
i Im%OVerlshed land!ords, ostensible dealers of respectability, and dishonest adikaris,
ready enough to give a pass to any one for a very small recompense in coin.

= 'S;:m were hgwevex:—a.nd it was inevitable—some small losses on the road, but

haryies l[ltﬁ«)mpansop vylth formgr seasons. The roads are dotted along with Mappilla

% pies, with whom it is most difficult to contend. The cartmen, mostly Mappillas
S0, are no more keen to sell stolen coffee than are they to buy.

throuT}llf i‘l;l'rt;nget{len.t for controlling examination of coffee on the road estended
coﬂ‘eegesgbe tbe_dlst.rlct except in the Palghat neighbourhood, where, owing to the
e e “;ﬂgf in Cochin territory, it was impossible to exercise the best super-
In tht;montgm(f) [;) bthe vigilance exercised will appear in the following circumstance.
bl Wit(l)l : :hrut}ry_ coffee worth about Rs. 1,200 was seized by the night beat
ol u{) e limit of Calicut town while being transferred from boats to carts.
ol iy, ]: slt):onded and never dared to claim it; and as it was proved from the
Seuk chanidad ~ e_“ily to have been grown in the Ochterlony valley (Coimbatore) it
oy 0‘17191‘, with the Magistrate’s order to do so, to the agent. Kuowing the

were well watched, the coffee had been carried down by river from somewhere

above Nilambur. The individ i i ighly res i
trade in timber #nd’ othep thin;rl:l who did this was highly respectable, dving a large

mean'fl:;o;etggrtfog;vei tht,a general view of the coffee-stealing question and of the
beyond expectation Pito .ec‘ll)on during la.st season ; and, though these were successful
complete absolutel 2 Fls ¥ 1o means intended to offer the inference that they were

Y. Xar from it, We were, however, acquiring knowledge which

will
no loeslsl:: le us to be better prepared for the next season, when it is hoped there will be

¥ rt?;](fi)}iarlltiil; ol;at‘;? 1t In their power, it may be added, to prevent all thieving on
the police can never 1eving by which they have always lost very largely and which
Qitimiioc P § cope with quite successfully unless the planters do more to help
br2s which are rac?nsllln their power is this, viz., to put up their coffee in certain
then Mkl ige 1 \cally seamless and which are tied and sealed on the estate and
by thg At erpisn hi OWD inside a bag belonging to their carrier, which is again sealed
and they lost nothilz presence. Some of the planters used these bags during Jast season
almost gyuar;ntoc B gl If all will use these bags in future, the police will be able to
from these bags ' 10 losses during transit by road, because no coffee can be removed
8 i b u%:esﬂi'l‘eptl%ousl . To remove coffee from the ordinary bag and leave
80 is at 0V caeds, Sut 10 man will tamper with the other bags when his doing
once clear evidenco against him of theft.

The more we know of . Lt .
; malpractices in respect of coffee-stealing the more we
should be able to meet them and to suppress them ; but we can never hope to suppress

th - ! i .
!hgt?:dcgglﬂi?l}ybyb{h:lﬁ:;gs;;n only. Precautions which are obviously necessary

I will conclude this ve i ; :

: : : '8 very imperfect report—written, as it happens, under
;:::il:‘?ﬁlr zzz?gul;?on.whle moving rapidly hither and thither—by expressing my
of South W naac on in the admirabie work done by third-class Inspector K. Raman
ing to havey soad, and I hope you will allow what he has done against coffee-steal-
s il Northmedwelght when promotion is in theair. A word or two more: the
Tellicherrv— ﬂ?n South Wynaad have done well ; so, too, have those of Calicut and
ment in thy—o ers too. But they have not, I am sorry to say, had great encourage-
. Sl e way of rewards. But perhaps that is impossible. ~After next season if
men a doao:;i z?rzr _succes’afp_l, I may ask you to move the Government to make the
mmP}?tely, et wif?ﬁzﬁg rsv gﬂg all round. ~ I am sure, if coffee-stealing is suppressed

-8.—Attached are two statements which are interesti o L
i : - ‘teresting. A’ shows theamount
f:f:a %1; 9vgl‘<:lwn %ﬁee in Wynaad last season. “ B ” shows fhe amount of coffee which
on the Feuy 1oE © account was taken at Peria on the road to Tellicherry; at Oliote
' 4% 10 Mysore; at Sultan’s Battery on the road to Mysore ; at the Kutiyadi

e A A A A A e e A e e A A i
oA P - = S
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ass : and at Vayittiri. By far the most coffee passes through Vayittiri, but the account
%;,:;;:ﬁmtlhere isyneeessarily incorrect as much of the cotfee ‘whlch passes through
Vayittiri was (we found) grown in South-East ,_Wynaad of Coimbatore district. The
arrin ements made for collecting this information were, of course, querfect. Thg_y

will be better next time.
¢« (” is a statement of cases.

RS

AL
SraTeMENT showing the number of coffee estates and theerop plucked during the season 1894-95.
s Quantity
mative. | plucked.
SEERS,

1,346 4,428,921
3017 2,361,282

So;lth ‘Wynaad
North Wynaad s os oo .h .t o i ek

Total .. 4,363 6,790,203

B.
StaTEMENT of coffee passed out of Wynaad, Beason 1894-95.
A1 e Parchment. Cherry. : Clean.
BUSHELS. SEERS, BU;I;BM. BEERS, BUSHELS. Bxlxgs.
AL TASE SV RE T L ET 78,057 10 1739 26 2,055
Eﬂ??:: o PSR Nt e D 2,665 19 3,399 2 14239 9
Total .. | 80,628 1 11,139 3 16,294 25
C.

S'II‘ATEMENT of cases under the Indian Penal Code and Coffee Act. Season 1894-95.

Reported. l Deteoted. ' Arrested. ‘ Convicted. Lost. Recovered.

Under the Indian Penal Code ., 34 19 48 28 1,228
Under Coffee-stealing Prevention Act. 67 54 d 58

——

STATEMENT of rewards in coffee cases in Malabar from November last to April 1895.

Number of

Date. constables = Amount.

rewarded.

1894. BS.
November - el iad b1y 9.8 = = .0 . .o o Fridvs
December . . e .o oo o o oo i R ¥ = x

1895.

January .. .. .o . o o . s iiwe v vie .
Febmary e . e .o LR . . - P % P ..
2ndM&l‘0h.. . L) e LA LR LA . e e 5 30
2nd ”» . - LR} LN L L . .0 .o oo 5 40
2nd ” .e o oo ve oo .o oe e P .o 4 36
2nd ” .o s . o . ) .. o' o . 5 36
Soth ” e .o ae . . ) . e e o .o 1 3
April .o . . LR o o . .o .e o0 LR e

3
o
| 81
—
[N
o
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Coffee Btealing in the Wynaad.—Recording the
report of Mr. Fawcett on the operations of the
Police in preventing and detecting — in the
‘Wynaad in the season of 1894-95, with remark,
expressive of the satisfaction of Government; and
directing that copies of tg)t;mgmph 44 of the report
and of statement appended to it be communicated
to the United Planters’ Association of Southern

India.
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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT.

Reap—the following paper : —
From the Inspector-General of Police, dated 12th July 1895, No. 4191.

I have the honour to submit, for the information of the Government, a report
from Mr. Fawcett, the Superintendent of Malabar, on the operations of the police in
preventing and detecting coffee-stealing in the_ Wynaad in the season of 1894-95.
With it T submit the District Magistrate’s covering letter,

2. The work of the police was, I believe, acknowledged by resident planters to
have been effective, and they were, on the whole, satisfied with what was done.
Mr. Fawcett’s report shows that the matter was treated with intelligence and that the
police worked hard. The report is unfortunately marred, as Mr. Moberly remarks,
by comments on the settlement, about which Mr. Fawcett need not have sajd anything ;
and, if he did say anything, should have been careful to ascertain his facts first.

3. I do not ask, nor does Mr. Fawcett, for any rewards for the police. They
have been rewarded for each case which showed any special ability or involved any
special trouble. This, I think, is sufficient. The men who worked in the Wynaad
received, all of them, the Wynaad allowances, which are fairly liberal. They did not
really do more than the Government is entitled to call upon them to do. In next
year, if necessary and if the results justify it, I will ask Government to grant a small
reward to each constable who works in the Wynaad during the season.

I attach a statement showing the rewards granted from November to April 1895
for coffee work in the Wynaad.

ENcLosURES.

orY of letter from the District Magistrate of Malabar. to the I &
of Police, dated 19th June 1895, No. 1030-Magl, oo 0 oo™l

I bave the honour to forward a report, No. 832, dated 10th instant, from the
Superintendent of Police, on the operations taken to Prevent coﬂee-stealing’in Wynaad
during 1894-95. The paragraphs have unfortunately not been numbered. The
report would have been a better one had Mr. Fawcett confined himself to matters
about which he is expected to know something. His statement that since the late
settlement of Wynaad was set flying (whatever that may mean) the revenue has
decreased is grossly incorrect. Subjoined is a table prepared from records in the
Collector’s office showing the revenue of Wynaad taluk since Faslj 1290 :—

Before Settlement. After Settlement.
Fasli, Revenue demand. Fasli, Revenne demand.
RS, RS.

1290 v ey o ae OGS0 1298 o, T s iR
1291 o b .« 1,02,604 1299 % o oo 1,44.5635
1292 .. .. . 99,891 1300 LI . e Ll 1’58’24*
1293 o i . 88,287 1301 e o .. 1,70,939
1294 o s o 84,217 1302 ita o .o 1,82,602
1295 .o . .0 82’587 1303 . e . .. 1’75'234
1296 e s s 82,111

1297 o FaE . 80,083

The figures speak for themgelves,
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. 2. His Statement,. “It is patent to any one standing on the Brahmagiris that
ngle space in the bottom of the valleys—called commonly paddy
ly few on the Wynaad side, where the lie of the
gus of agriculture,” does not agree with what I saw.

giris in December last a fow days before Mr. Fawcett went there.

2, - - . - the
Tirunelli valley, and tha y from the Brahmagiris is in

t certain] : : : ) : L
I rode through the pad a5 ﬁcldi:;l,n ¥ was cultivated in December, for Mr, Marshall an

vated is now fallow ” is one easily made, but not
: e figures given in paragraph 1 supra.
4. Thesge mis-statements

4 Spoil what is otherwise an interestin report. I very
gladly testify to the excellent work dope by the police during the {l;ast eoffee season

2 preventing coffee-stealing, ang : e 5 ‘ g
to those who worked in the ng g st that il may be possible to grant some rew

' Wynaad, The Tellicherry and Calicut police did not have
::)1 illlle::duous work as their Wynaad brethren, 80 that T cannot recommend rewards

may %e Eifl?er:oﬂ;?e:: xtgl:Oﬂee Season commences, I hope that Mr. Fawcett and myself

i naad P 4 iati range for a still
‘more effective prevention of coffee th;?tzters Association and to arrange

Cory of report from the Super: ’ - v
of Police, ﬁe l;ntendent of Police, Malabar, to the Inspector-Gene

adras, dated 10th June 1895, No, 832.
I have the honour to o

: : Ve You a brief account of the operations against the
:lgfiraivaxt;: g gl'lmel——c.oﬁ'ee-steahng’ the béte noire of the ‘Wynaad planter ; and in order
modes of sireaﬁ:: 0 bu?dly ) I must beg your attention to the circumstances and to the
during last sea.sogn. s *peaking of the methods for prevention which were adopted

Ordinarily, when th : . : h
will be th_ieveg ,who will st::fils a commodity valuable and easily stealable, there

g t if they can; if they are not of one class or caste, they
Wltl:l be lof another. There iyl be tiieves’ of some kind., But this principle does
1oL apply strictly to the coffeq thieves of Wynaad.

Within its 956 g

4%are miles there is, besides the Na ar landlords and Chetties—
the gentry whose family sport g Bpeari;lg the tiger, vezy different to the over-fed,
greasy people called Chetties ip the eastern country—there is a mixed community of
.Peolile fro.m the cast: Brahming (a few), Muhammadans, Canarese and Tamil Paraiyas
i Plenty; and there are Mappillas and s few Hindus from the West Coast, as well a8
the class called comprehenmvely caolies, representing, however, very different peoples.

These form what may b : i i for the coffee
would not probably be nozv il(: %ﬁ:{ie 500 s :

Then there are the autochthonic fo]k—

{;.[anniars, Kurumbas, I Adivans,
uppans, Kaders, iwas, * i
Kunehas, y Erriwas, :

some sub-divided, as the K
amounts to racial distinetigng

. Now, 99tme (f?ftltlhelse are in a condition of predial serfdom—such is the overwhelm-
Ing superiority of the law of custom over the law of the Government. Adiyan meang

slave, or perhaps more correctly g i : i
I s erf, for the two are different: Panpi:
labourer. The condition 1s, of odzu- ’ okt e

. ; lleled in the 1 .
genuine but not oppressive serfdom, o DR o oountry Where thero is
Through variqus causes, mp]

urumbas, who in their tribal divisions indicate what

tiplied as they must be into more numerous effects,
change in the general conditions, and one of these

<2
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ious fact that a good
OBZent to any one standing on

in the bottom of thevalleys—ca

been thrown out of cultivation. Tt is
ood deal of ar%ﬁ:&?{;‘iﬁ;ﬁ thatwhile in Coorg every single Space
tllll(fd commox?ly paddy-flats—is cultivated, comparatively

few on e ynaa, slae (5] i y 1 | he same ShOW signg
th VV d 1d Wh(}l' the lie Of the country 1s just the -
: .
)‘ B y

. have no
ivenis: ¢ We do not cultivate as we
of agriculture. The reaslon gzlgl?;’:lg’s %;apute d with mischief ; a:ild Ce&.ﬁ;ly:?:r};%tggzr
Panniars.” The late settlem se,t flying the revenue has decreased, a? i }Src,heme s,
the cause may be, since 1t was S e ad\fantagelsd% ﬁivated 5
o 1Owerft}']ta nei;f .to be that land, which but for it would be cult :
observed effect of 1t S€

fallow. -+ in the way of accounting for a troub}esggw }flilzsse (;ff (;gil_'fnee;
This prelude 18 I trees by night—Panniars, who in the change - f
stealers—those who Strip St iduous Mappilla has drawn to himself the

ich the assi
»s-paw.by which v ek

have been the cat sﬂge coffee of the European planters : e
chestnuts—I mean t oived much more than subsistence lt S i

The Panniars never ;,chters—-and they are now rqulﬁgg W;)] a;viogx e
i Of Slo Sirgome’f:}fllg S mastersb . paysgloglfe tsaz::'ffsmsometimes break away in a
elati o our. ¢ P I
161?;;0‘: Zvith the average rate f_off;? savage though he is, the Panniar is very sens;tge
g?;ﬁt on some sign of (LP pl‘esle(;nis lcf7t unreaped. It seems, by the way, out of the

i d the paddy :

: i X bour, which

b o o it o dous el P 8 WP B L 8
stion for agr: - as been res 0y :
;l;‘ %;%(;aad is high. 01(2%1;0111(‘):111 Iﬁieﬁ?, by the native landlords, lI)mt lsomehtl(ringi bc}(f) &];:
o much,]noz Only,S;ly Panniars run away t\ﬁ'hen I})Jadd}lr)elsntologtpaonudg t?le Panniars
Paiw an planter. M, - uch 2 ing has : ar
Dl‘x]llc(;gii pPolice are mfolnz(‘:g thIant xsany cases the very appearance of the Iiol_lce (1):1.1
ﬁavino' run away are susfpelc uestions suffices to fulfil the purpose of the comp atmant(;
the scene to ask the neeg uan(%i the wretched serfs, frightened into submission, return
: eared,

the police have app

ork. ime in the district, I cannot pretend to account for the
A Having been for 18111:0}1? Son;?ﬁltlilog:e of existence of the hill peoples hav}itgeen
changes through whic been. there is little doubt. Panniars and Otllll(l?rhauttlgc (;Irl:
upset. That they have om the land to which they belong or on w Cf et};l:vt' 3
derive their pz_mtrol})rmtlfl m wherever they g0 ; or, in the case of some few, I‘Olil. *
born, bearing 1t with ";c ime being. Now one seldom finds, I think, the Iia u;?f% :
which they live for th(? A the people have shifted and many are constant y s l; uig
and the land the same ’ei(;rthelessa there are some few who seem to be in the o

hither and thither. N o be let out for hire by their masters—just as cattle.

ailable t : ;
groove, for they are anllsz(;ly an OPpressed Panniar thrown out of his regular line

It is not yet apparcn it will be made so presently. Let it suffice, for the

of life should Wby cohﬁeI"a;r})nlfi;rl tazlgell as others of his ilk, isa mponlighter—-one ‘.JV}lO
resent, to say that tlie ht Hai)Pily—the circumstance is rare—if he can be led into
steals coffee by m'oonnegr y for other means of livelihood, he will not be replaced easily.
expenditure Oflh'l sse as '%amil coolies or others, dare not, for fear oi:f a thousand devils—
People Oftgﬁgpoa:fl?té natural denizens—go through the forest by night ; so they are not

gt an ed as night stealers. True they might go with a torch or by day, but either
to be lear

- —aach too dangerous.

e . : de-
. hill people are not prome to thieving as the Panniar is un

: bl?ucls;L}; ?Kuu?i]c(i;as, folx)' ezI;)ample, are absolutely honest, and almost equally so the
niably.

Kurumbas. . : stomed to
olies are thieves ina way. They have been accu :

3 But thle fﬁtjxiffg as a perquisite a seer or so of coffee every week to exchange;
?xlfg;lggxiz{ for tobacco, betel and other luxuries, This means a steady stream o
n - .
loss to the planters, and is most serious. ' s e

Then there is stealing from the vats, from the drying yards, from o £
4 ef;xom the carts during transit to the coast, and through the g]alprac’%ce;oo
df;llxs:&st writers who, after the manner of the unjust steward, are (in mixed metaphor)
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a thorn in the flesh of their masters. The modes of thieving are legion —whether the
coffee is in the state of the succulent berry, in its parchment or out of it—so many and
varied that the planters have never known really what they lost.

Of course, where the thieves are, there will the receivers be also. An easier
question than ¢ Who are the receivers ?”” is *¢ Who are not?” Anybody will receive
coffee. The clumsiness of the law is well known, and, defying it, people have gone
on from year to year receiving ad 4b. 'The planters thought the police were so well
paid by the receivers that they permitted the persistent villainy. I do not think they
were right, basing my opinion, not on the superlative honesty of the police, but on
the probability of the circumstances as well as in consideration of the difficulties in
aclive opposition to suppress what had become a regular trade through W]:}lch men
became rich and through which a section of the community of Malabar earned its bread.

Not only is every petty shopkeeper a receiver, but many petty shopkeepers are
receivers first and then shopkeepers. ~ It has been customary for a swarm of Mappillas
to come up to Wynaad from the Coast to deal in coffee, arriving just before th.e season
begms and leaving after it is over ; they erect temporary sheds wherein they live with
their families sometimes, and regularly squat to receive coffee. When the planter
sees a number of small shops put up just outside the entrance to his estate, he knows
what to expect. A simple circumstance is sometimes enough to enable one to form a
reasonable estimate of the truth. ¢« If we see a Brahmin drinking under a toddy-tree
we don’t think he is drinking milk,” Byt the planter has not been able to rid himself

of tk}ese offensive parasites, although he knows quite well they are absorbing the tissue
of his estate. '

Many of these inyaders receive large advances from wealthy Mappilla merchants
on the Coast for nothing else than stolen coffee.

_But these are not the only class of receivers. There are the regular resident
receivers—some of them wealthy and influential —and these are, perhaps, the worst
of all. Then there are many native estate owners, eminently respectable, who are also
largely incriminated. Many of these are Chetties—as we discovered during last
season—who have been supplied with stolen coffee by their Muppans, and they are
almost, if not quite, as bad as the worst, The Muppans have been in this way quite

as bad if not worse than the Panniars. (uriously, the Chetties steal from each other.
It is fashionable to do so. s

C_!onvietion of receivers was considered to be so important that the Plante.rs’
Association offered (for years) a reward of Rs. 100 for every conviction of a coffee
receiver. It has always been a diffienlt matter to realize such convictions. The
munificent offer has not prevented loss of their coffee and, as I will endeavour to
show presently, I do not think that working on the line of conviction of receivers
produces the most potential detervent to coffee-stealing.

To give a couple of instances of the difficulties in the way of opposition to
receivers. When on special duty to prevent coffee-stealing the season before last,
Inspector Mr. Sweeney, who did capital work, found a man in Vayittiri who made out
that his little plot, containing a few eoﬂ’ge trees and which was not cultivated, pro-
duced at the rate of 11 tons per acre, which is almost six times as much as the most
sanguine European planter expects frop; his highly-enliivated £si2ls. Ot cours,
nine-tenths of the coffee was stolen coffoe which he had received; but although this
was obvious, there was no means of using the law to bring him to aceount. Again:
There is a man in Meppati who, during every coffee season, used to receive cart-loads
of coffee nightly, and throughout he was busy at work drying and cleaning. No doubt
several tons passed through his hands. True he owned a small estate or two, but the
produce of these was a small amount, Ag a ton of cherry coffee is worth somewhere
about Rs. 1,000, he was doing very well. He who worked in this way plucked a
bushel and received three or more, and to account for the coffee in his possession he
pointed to his few wretched trees: these being used as a blind, while receiving stolen
coffee Was his business ; and to keep up the game, he began plucking after the Euro-
pean planters had begun theirs, and carried it on little by little throughout the season.

T
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The difficulties in the way of preventing coffee-stealing are not to be appreciated
in a glance, and it may be as well to consider further the use of convictions—as tt}ey
have been used in former seasons—for purposes of Preventlon. A very common kind
of case is this. A man is found conveying coffee—it may be cart-]oads._ He is asked
to produce his pass. He has none and gives some brilliant explanation. Charged
and fined for being without a pass (if he is not, as too often, acquitted) he is fined a
few rupees and the coffee which it is known he must have stolen or received illegally is
returned to him. One of the cases of this kind during last season was of two cart-
loads stopped near Manjéri; the coffee was measured and so on, and after much delay
the owner (?; was fined and let go with his coffee. 1 (i.lscovegred afterwards that this
coffee had been stolen from the estate of Mr. Hamilton in South-East Wynaad

Coimbatore district). In the absence of a complainant a man cannot be charge_d for
theft, and in the absence of theft a man cannot be convicted for receiving. ~And in all
cases where coffee is concerned there is the _supreme obstacle behmq which the thief
or receiver is so often safe—the unidentifiability of the stuff. Even if a man be con-
victed in one court he will probably be released if he appeals against his conviction.
This is a fine shelter for the thieves; and they know it.

We will be better prepared to view the subject of prevention if we hark back to
the Panniar and see how that, when oppressed and bullied, he is no more a labourer
but a coffee thief. e and the crafty receiver assist each other mutually. The
Panniar must live, and when he finds the yoke of bondage intolerable and throws it
off, or while ne remains under it and is provided with no money to buy liquor,
tobaceo, betel and the like luxuries, he is attracted to the Mappilla petty shopkeeper.
From him he gets trifles on credit. By skilful lying the Mappilla augments the debt
and soon has the wretched Panniar in his clutches. ~He frightens bim and eventually
allows the debt to be cancelled if he brings coffee. Thereby comes stealing from the
trees by night. In somewhat similar style th_e Muppan steals for his Chetty master
and, like the Panniar,” gets about one-tenth of its value for the coffee he has stolen.

Now for prevention; and we will look at the indirect means first; it bears on
prevention of stripping the trees by night.

To prevent the Panuiar doing this we must work radically. With the word
Panniar it is meant to include those others of the hill folk who are somewhat similarly
situated. First of all, endeavour should be made to free him from oppression, not by
any legislative measure (which might make it worse for him), but simply by taking
care that his freedom is not inhibited. The freer they are the better; the more will
they come and live on the estates and learn to appreciate good wage and good treat-
ment. Year by year there is improvement in this direction to the advantage of the
planter as well as to the hill people.

Therefore I have given the strictest orders to prevent police being used for
oppression however slight and apparently inoffensive or reasonable. They are to be
very careful indeed, even to absolute refusal to entertain complaint of a cognizable

offence—further than registering it—until they have proper reasons for believing the
complaint to be genuine. ¢

Good treatment will do more to prevent the Panniar moonlighting than anything
else. Tie must be free to work where he will. At present many Panniars are not.
Many circumstances are brought to bear against his being a free agent; and to this
are superadded his natural shyness of contact with Kuropeans as well as his dislike
to work for six days out of seven But not only this—he must be prevented receiving
advantage through coffec-stealing ; and this we have endeavoured to do by working
against the receivers.

There seems to be little likelihood of the Panniar returning to pristine condi-
tions, even were the land-tax lessened. It seems that nearly all the landlords once
rich are now paupers, retaining little more than their pride, which prevents them and
their families turning their hands to field labour, The Drink Fiend has had a goed
band in this. % '
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It not being ger .

might be the g%noe‘i":{m:g ?? this “’P‘“‘t, 1 df) not, of course, stay to consider what

Ghtonglt sbsorption of the il & agriculture in Wynaad which might be induced

consideration goes without ‘\,1 . olk by the coffee estates. That the subject deserves

opinion of  those who h o Aud 1 am not prepared to say, in the face of the
ave had most experience that the people who live by agricul-

ture are decreasi
ngl ¢
W Yﬂaad. gly poorer, that the effect would be the most eneficiul of all for

My immedi :

ediate e : . .
manmner of doubt that o S;((l,e.ramm is preventing coffec-stealing; and there is DO
provement in the lives of those who steal coftee from the trees

by night T
y night —a cluss of crime ¥
the estates from depredaﬁog(;nhm'd to one class of the people —will do much to relieve

It is now time t
adopted during last sglszll)leﬂk,r‘})f %{e more speeial and direct methods which were
4 v‘vﬂl have been observed that tl(; ifficulties to be encountered have been outlined.
‘;’f’ﬂe‘? he could get, and that all ewlii(;ewor has been ip the habit of receiving ail the
unning and other faculties sharpened b‘;effuzlllxggﬁ::}tizn R g gl o had, theit
e.

There was no m

there was no proof (aﬁ’eﬁﬁeghﬁgk- 1f 2 man said he got his enffee from 80 and s0
}mnded)—-them was no proof th} the courts, so danger through them was not ;1 re=
T'here was no means of (?heok" at he did not, as so and sohhud hsome( coftee E‘[;CS-
twenty times as much as Wi “tlg whether during the season soand so had not 80
one had garnered ten times rees could have produced or of knowing whether any
tEaE as much as he could possibly have gathg;:(f f‘:O:; lfs own

To trust to pr :
: prevention thr 2
poliey.  Phio gavae would ough convictions onl
v 3 s only would have ble
quents might be elated x&“’it}’ e worth the candle. Instead o?‘}r)vi: o fatiined, f(f:un-
well.  Moreover, the police ce elasy evasion of the law whose li g?"twt)h 5 ]: ew SO
game perpetually. Minute sﬂ‘:&d not ppssiblyawork with spirit n:tsthee};aisn heant
Wynaad —being invariably withi nees of jmprisonment which never invol 4 Toaving
instances of conviction, had hlg 2 month in duration—and triﬁin lgvo by the few
powerful now? It Was,, therefo;:'e ;Tery little deterrent effect S% ‘\rrls\il:ln th:y be
Naverthcloasiit waks , Decegsary to do something'eiqe

Proper sent ! s by no means advisabl : i
for };reventi?:lce?t ?;Ztrgzlrﬁectual and to a ver; ct)(;s(ilclli:i%?rd- cages and g
stealing Prevention Act aZ ;‘;‘ie than ever desirable that ir?f(:ixnt 23 s {foe-
met with more than nominal sen%s of the Penal Code in respecgteg;ent gf th(la1 L(idese
tl‘ate Wh() dete!‘mined .enfies, Thanks to the a,ct' co : ee .S ou L
horizon has been Widen‘g(llata:gnt‘li::;oni should, ' be imPl‘cs:s(i):eOEt}tlge sl )Est;i(:t 3 {fl%;:
we i e who were f asiye, the  Bub-MA8%

re punished as never before. There was not 0(;]‘11; defﬁﬁifge “‘}:;;ﬂ_g ttlllle fliaSt %eats?;

in the fines bt

terms of imprisonment. Peopl
. ¢ had g
through the law. Tt i P something to fear wh :
important than convicltsiol;m:)ft (ﬁfm‘ﬁ“h to say that while pre::ntggzy fve;tured s a}(),
enders, it cannot be done without tﬁe(f t(énces = :ingl(;t
atter ; an

only that, the offenders must be m

? A 2 ade to ‘feel the 5 )
glll:i l{;l;icttliﬁnag g.nd sentefices never involved 15::;’;; %t;f the 1::1w. Formerly while
¢ the 1 b 500‘1 feeding for a week or two in W) npad and x;le;mt Do more
of the law was too feeble to be felt. a Wynaad sub-jail, the hand

are substantial and imprison involving
ment the same, 1n ] 1
s olving residens U’L\,E(n
5 ence-1n

SV

for a few months. The ver oing t : e
Wynaadee. y going to Cannanore is itself a serious punishment to th
e

It will have been surmised alread

1 . . that r 3 . . r

aim. In order that th o e prevention 1n 1t

information of the extzl:;n ;Ol(lit be done it was advisable first osf ‘;’lliiczst fense, W as; O

Wynaad outside the p1antefs, %‘;z?tt“y Oilila.tive-gmwn ot 1 cob&am accurate

tedious : Lt d this was gotte ofiee grown 1n
process of counting all the bearing trees and esgmmi?ngyt}:l;e Slml)}e though

ating the crop throughout

It was done in a friendly way
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Wynaad—outside the planters’ estates, of course.

without arousing alarm. Let

¥ . me say here, 1 5 [

of bringing ab e say here, in case objection is tak

ging about a good result, if “ nothing succeeds liJke su%(:lgs;a’]’\?;‘ to tthe. (linanner
put aside, that
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the scheme for protection was extend

: ed to the owner of th
largest estate and by the coffee-growers in the smallest Wae sirtnagles'; Ko ate 5
as much as 1t was by the planters. i S L, SR

The result of this survey was ent i

: ered oh station i .
of it was to hold in our ha.nd}s; the power to l&fzkhs:gﬁg? l:ng :g;"’;?t‘?r' The object
positive way. No one could now grow a bushel and swear he grewl:,“:gnm el e

xyhen the time came for plucking, the gardens were again visited and the
quantity actually gathered 1n each was noted. For their own sakes the growers were
induced to gather in their crop as soon as it was ripe. There was nothing in the way
of opposition, for the people soon knew they were being well protected. These smail
growers have suffered much loss hitherto not only by theft, but by swindling, the wily
buver falsifying his accounts. This latter offence, too, we were able to preveﬁt

partially and the police have earned the good will of the small growers, who have Jast

season been able to get a proper price for their produce.

It was possible, by examination of books showing purchases and of passes of
eoffee on transit, to exercise very considerable check. The law does not require a
count of the coffee he grows, but it compels him to account in his

man to keep an acc
books for all that he buys. Qur knowledge of how much each man had grown made
it in_\pructicable for any man to pretend he bad grown, gay, & ton when he had grown

but a bushel or to pretend that be had purchased from another more than that other
vagueness o1 these points—the yagueness in which men

had grown. "'here was 10
had hitherto made themselves seeure. Statements as to purchases could be checked

and no man Was able to possess MOTe than he could legitimately.
too, we were able to check the swindling of loeal growers by

By the sameé means,

buyers and gwindlers from the coast. We were able to exercise a check on every
form of thieving, receiving and <windling through the facts at our command and
acquaintance with the ways and wiles of coffee receivers and buyers ; we were able to

relieve Wynaad entirely of the gix months’ parasites. A few came early in the season,

gaw what was in hand. and, thinking it best to give up the game, went away. Wyn
was completely free #rom them during the last season. It need scarcely be added

that many of the coast buyers were thereby much disturbed.
In order to prevent thefts by coolies oD the estates, amicable arrangements were

made with the maistries and others of influence 80 that petty pilfering by the coolies
was prevented. Close watch was kept, 00, on the markets when the coolies made

their weekly purehases.
There were regular patrols by night along the roads to the estates and to other
places requiring speeial wateh and to the out-of-the-way passes and paths from the

hills to the low country. For this purpos® four head constables and fifteen constables
were taken from the divisions of the district below the ghits——an arrangement which
brought with it 10 appreciable inconvenience and involved but the (extra) Wynaad
allowances to the men. The general effect Wos that coffee-stealing Was practically

stopped. Very few planters lost any coffee and most of them lost none. The losses
were very trifling and there are good reasons _for the presumption that there were 10
more cases of theft than are entered in our registers. OF course, certain kinds of theft
are unpreventable by the police; as when a few seers of coffee are stolen from an

habitation under the ;mmediate care of no one; oras

abandoned estate far from any a 2
: ard when the planter’s watchmen are obviously

in a case of theft from * drying yat
guilty. ‘
Full of difficulty is the matter of preventing theft from carts during transit of
Cartmen will engage to carry coffee at a lower rate than they
or any other produce—=2 significant fact in itself. Their expert-
ness in taking coffee out of the bags and tarning up at the receiving station with the
full weight is positively remarkable. Not only do they steal, but 11 order to make up
the weight they wet what they do not steal and thus reduce 1its value very con§lder-
ably. So clever are they through long practice that they are able (it is said all

round) by a very ingenious Process to inerease the weight of the sample which 18

sometimes sent in a sealed bottle.

watch at halting places, and supervision of passes along with turning oub and examining

&

T prevent losses on the road there were patrols,
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and measuring the coffee. Copies of the passes were sent ;}V:thout delatu,y ;o Xe);!m;and({
where it was comparatively eusy to ascertaln whether tney wera l‘“tm .
whether the coffee was legitimately come by. This was ‘i{?{_} }Je.cegs((lilj)"hﬁs < d‘ikg.’l‘is
the impoverished landlords, ostensible dealers of respecta .nu ity ) an enn" (;ELcn‘in )
are ready enough to give a pass to any one for a very small recompense in coin. A

There were however —and it was inevitable—some small 1(?913 on tht(la I‘&ﬂ ) ililla
very few in comparison with former seasons. Lhe roads'i‘lre dotted along wt I ,‘ ]ﬁuap)l':uas
harpies, with whom it is most difficult to contend. The fft"“‘*n: mostly Mapy
also, are no more keen to sell stolen coffee than are they to buy.

The arrangement for controlling examination of c«;tgcedonwg;ieT‘:)’t“}in‘i’xtf:‘ti‘i
throughout the district except in the Palghat.nelgh")“nl £2 f(,rc,ist, ihe ot super-
coffee estates being in Cochin territory, it was impossible to (fnli wiﬁ peet i
vision: A proof of the vigilance exercised will appoar the. £ ({ b gthe night beat
In the month of February coffee worth about Rs. BADG Artee };el/'('cl £ gm boats to carts
constables within the limit of Calicut town while being transterrec .r 1_0‘.édkfmm tl»é
The owners (?) absconded and never dared to claim it ; and as }t WﬁS p((bimhatore) 5
appearance of the berry to have been grown in the Ochterlony i e{ Kuowing the
was handed over, with the Magistrate’s order to do so, to the agen t somewhere
roads were well watched, the coffee had been carried .down by river ro(llﬂ- a.v large
above Nilambur, The individual who did this was highly r espectable, duing Lie
trade in timber and other things.

This report gives but a general view of the coffee-stealing questu3n and O(lfs stf}\;el‘
means adopted for protection during last season ; and, though these “:3"‘; ;:;10 ) were
beyond expectation, it is by no means intended to offer the inference t l{l)duleywlli0|l
complete absolutely. Far from it. We were, however, acquiriig know (il 8¢ 11 be
will enable us to be better prepared for the next season, when it is hoped there w1
no losses.

The planters have it in their power, it may be added, to prevent all t]uevmg_t?u
the road_Pa. kind of thieving by wll)xich they have always lost very largely 5(1)1‘1;1 tw(;)vllxlx:l};
the police can never cope with quite successfullx unless the planters oﬁm i 10
themselves. The means in their power is this, viz., to put up their co : }ee ey
bags which are practically seamless and which are tied and seale'(tll_o:ll % 1ae s
then placed upside down inside a bag belonging 1o their carnert,)avt 1((13 o glast e
by the carrier in his presence. Some of the planters used thes<;1 gs]. u i igil ! ablle -
and they lost nothing. TIf all will use these bags future, the p&) )1ce el
almost guarantee no losses during transit by road, because no cg' Le.cart\’ it
from these bags surreptitiously. To remove coffee from the ordinary hag gt
no mark is quite easy. DBut no man will tamper with the other bags when s g
8o is at once clear evidence against him of theft. B sear i S

The more we know of malpractices in respect of coilee-stealing e m
ghould be able to meet them and I:.o suppress them ; but we can never 'hopcla to S}lpssl-::s
them completely by supervision only. Precautions which are obviously neccessary
should be taken by the planters. \ . 25

I will conclude this very imperfect report—written, as g hay P:;:’i n“ o8
continual interraption while moving rapidly hither and thlthel‘—l' y e:lol; o Rgaman

rticular satisfaction in the admirable work done b{ thlrd.fllass DSIi)gzt B e
of South Wynaad, and I hope you will allow what he- has done 3ga<&mn“more: A
ing to have some weight when promotion is in the air. A word l?r u..E + Imut i

Tice of North and South Wynaad have done well ; so, too, have }f gse 0 : z; 0
Tellicherry—others too. But they have not, I am sorry to say, Aaft grea et Py : 8‘;f
ment in the way of rewards. But perhaps that 1s impossible. er tn:x sela; 01;11
operations are very successful, I may ask you to move the Governull_en to make 3
men a douceur of a month’s pay all round. I am sure, if coffee-stealing 1s suppresse
completely, they will deserve it. :

P.S.— Attached are two statements which are irteresting. “ A" shows the amount
of native-grown coffee in Wynaad last season. “B” shows the amou.nt of coffee whlch
left Wyuaad. The account was taken at Peria on the road to Tellicherry ; a;t Qhotq
o the road to Mysore; at Sultan’s Battery on the road to Mysore ; at the Kutiyadi

i
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pass ; and at Vayittiri. By far the most coffee passes through Vayittiri, but the account
taken there is mnecessarily incorrect as much of the cottee .which passes through
Vayittiri was (we found) grown in South-East Wynaad of Coimbatore district. The
arrangements made for collecting this information were, of course, imperfect. They
will be better next time.

¢« (” is a statement of cases.

—

A
SraTEMENT showing the number of coffee estates and the erop plucked during the season 1894-95.
‘ v fN ;';lt”r Qnuantity
5 nntive?s, plucked.
. ; SEERS,
South Wynaad .e e .e o .. ) B R e 1,346 4,428,921
North Wynaad A oo .o . .o .o .o .. 3,017 2,361,282
Total .. 4,363 6,790,203
B.
StATEMENT of coffee passed out of Wynaad. Beason 1894-95.
— Parchment. Cherry. Clean.
BUSHELS. SEERS. BUSHELS, BEERSR. RUSHELS. BEERS.
Europeans o a3 4 £ 78,067 10 7,739 26 2,056 16
Natives .. o . . . 2,665 19 3,399 2% 14,259 9
Total ..| 80,623 1 11,139 3 16,294 25
C.

StaTEMENT of cases under the Indian Penal Code and Coffee Act. Season 1894-95.

3

a— Reported. | Deteoted. , Arrested. ‘ Convicted. Recovered.

RS, . i
Under the Indian Penal Code ks 34 19 46 28 1,223 ‘8. ; 91585 fo v

Under Coffee-stwaling Prevention Act. . 58

67 b4

StaTEMENT of rewards in coffee cases in Malabar from November last to April 1895.

Number of
Date, constables Amount.
1894, R
NOvember e .o ) .. "e e e = 8 e e e e
Deoember .o ." .o . . o .o ) " e .. .0
1895.
Jﬂn\lﬂl’y .o . o e .. *e .e .o v. e .o
Febmary . .o .e . .e .o . o RS et e b
2ndMﬂI0h.. .. LI L] LI ] L LA . L L 5 80
2nd ” .. L) . L) . .. e ..’ .s .e 5 40
2nd ” " .. .e L L LA e Y e oo 4 36
2nd ” . .. .. L L 3L o @, e . . . 6 86
80& » . . L . L4 AL . . . . 1 3
April LY o0 LY . o o LR . . . .e e
Total .. 20 145
3
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G.0., No. 1684, 10th August 1895.

Coffee Stealing in the Wynaad.—Recording the
report of Mr, Fawcett on the operations of the
Police in preventing and detecting — in the r
Wynaad in the season of 1894-95, with remark, b
expressive of the satisfaction of Government ; and E
directing that copies of paragraph 44 of the report '
and of statement appended to it be communicated
to the United Planters’ Association of Southern
Indis.

No. 1684, Jupiciar, 10tH Aveusr 1895.

GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT.

Reap—the following paper :—
From the Inspector-General of Police, dated 12th July 1895, No. 4191.

I have the honour to submit, for the information of the Government, a report
from Mr. Fawcett, the Superintendent of Malabar, on the operations of the police in
preventing and detecting coffee-stealing in the Wynaad in the season of 1894-95.
With it I submit the District Magistrate’s covering letter.

9. The work of the police was, I believe, acknowledged by resident planters to
have been effective, and they were, on the whole, satisfied with what was done.
Mr. Fawcett’s report shows that the matter was treated with intelligence and that the
police worked hard. The report is unfortunately marred, as Mr. Moberly remarks,

N by comments on the settlement, about which Mr. Fawcett need not have said anything ;

and, if he did say anything, should have been careful to ascertain his facts first.

3. I do not ask, nor does Mr. Fawcett, for any rewards for the police. They
have been rewarded for each case which showed any special ability or involved any
special trouble. This, I think, is sufficient. .The men who worked in the Wynaad
received, all of them, the Wynaad allowances, which are fairly liberal. They did not
really do more than the Government is entitled to call upon them to do. In mext.
year, if necessary and if the results justify it, I will ask Government to grant a small
reward to each constable who works in the Wynaad during the season.

T attach a statement showing the rewards granted from November to April 1895
for coffee work in the Wynaad.

i

ENCLOSURES.

Cory of letter from the District Magistrate of Malabar, to the T tor- ]
of Police, dated 19th June 1895, No. 1030-Magl, =

I bave the honour to forward a report, No. 832, dated 10th instant, from the
Superintendent of Police, on the operations taken to prevent eoﬂee-stealing’in Wynaad
during 1894-95. The paragraphs have unfortunately not been numbered. The
report would have been a better one had Mr. Fawcett confined himself to matters
about which he is expected to know something. His statement that since the late
settlement of Wynaad was set flying (whatever that may mean) the revenue has
decreased is grossly incorrect. Subjoined is a table prepared from records in the
Collector’s office showing the revenue of Wynaad taluk since Fasli 1290 :—

Before Settlement. After Settlement.
Fasli. Revenue demand. Fali. Revenue demand.
RS8. £ d RS.

1290 o .. 1,07,120 1298 = oh s H28095"
PR L. 102,604 1299 . 144,535
1292 . : 99,891 1300 .t - .. 158241
1293 . 88,287 1301 . s .. 1,70,939
izg@ et - BT ig% e - ve —1,82,602

295 g" .. 82587 03 izt & ) Th O
e e LT B
1297 . 80,083

The figures speak for themselves.
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2. His statement, “ It ig patent to any one standing on the Brahmagirs tha

while in Coorg every single space in the bottom of the valleys—called commonly Pp
flats—is cultivated, comparatively few on the Wynaad “side, where the e ‘i sawW-
(iountry 18 Just the same, show signs of agriculture,” does not agree with o p
T}:vas I:)ln the Brahmagm's in December last a few days before Mr. Fawcett s in the 4
N ll)i’ paddy flat in Wynaad to be seen distinctly from the Brahmagiris 1; 1 and
'I‘mmI elll valley, and that certainly was cultivated in December, for Mr. Myt -
rode through the paddy ficlds. . ;

land 3.};-]3he statemgnt that ““an observed effect of the settlement seems to bet pob
which but for it would be cultivated is now fallow ” is one easily made;

easily proved in the face of the figures given in paragraph 1 supre. ¢, 1very

4. These mis-statements snoi : : i ] 0T
. spoil what is otherwise an interesting rep n
{snhd]y testify to the excellent work done by the police during the last coffee seas N
& fhreventmg coﬁee.gtealmg, and T teust that it may be possible to grant g(.;me l’:ba vo il
0% who worked in the Wynaad. The Tellicherry and Caliout police di€ 7% Gy &

stzctlllle?:duous work as their Wynaad brethren, so that I cannot recommen '
5' Bet t m ”u‘(
ore the next coffee season commences, I hope that Mr. Fawcett nm: " 'du

may be able to meet the W A 0
more effective prevention of Lo ﬁ“g tﬂat;ten’ Association and to arrang® .

Cory of re . pnéf®™ =
Ros fl‘z;n Pt’{‘izfﬂpenmendm of Police, Malabar, to the lﬂgpecwr’G o o
Bilinyeth homs . M"‘h. a8, dated 1Uth June 1895, No. 832. _ ahe
aggravating crime-cg;f:: BIVe you a brief mccount of the operations 35‘ orde®
that I may do so lueid] ';tea.lmg, the béte noire of the Wynaad planter ; an and 10 %
‘modes of stealing ‘be!orey 1 TMUSt bog your attention to the circumstance® adopt®™
during last season, speaking of the methods for prevention which were o

: narily : ble,
will be th : )8 2 commodit ily steals
will be oilemtf;:. w%lh:t::l:tﬂ{f they ean ;liyf t;:l;l‘):’en:? ((i’f ?:;lzlnss or ciple Lot
not a.%s!z h:;rictly to the coffee thi::“ﬂ:‘:g; of some kind, But this pri? a.} i

il its 956 ynaad. 1087
the gentry whose famile . o8 there is, hesides the Nayar landlords and Chevw 3
greasy people called Chptime 1® Pearing the tiger, very difforent o the STty €5
people from the east - Brahmi m(:hﬂ eastern country—there is a mixed ""mi!ln P !

in plenty; and th few), M Q Tamil 2 188
the clsa sallod ooy, APBUS T o Himr s W ost Cotehs B 0l
These form what may beel’mhu’ representing, however, very differe’” pof ’
would not probably be oW in %n"d the foreign population, which, but tor tbe 3
Then @here are the anmdlthof’::‘:‘lk i
Panniam Lr 2.
M“P_Panl,, Rurumbas, Adiyans,
K\lnchag' z‘der‘a Erriwas,

some sub-divided, ag ty :
amou;Tts to mcial’digtine&mf.“m‘m, who in their tribal divisions ind!
: 0w, some of these gpe ; '
ing superiority of the ] " & condition of pred; b is th
islave, or perhaps mo:ew oA custony over the gr;d:;l tﬁ“gﬂ?:,m::;:tfﬂ
bou‘rer The condition is, of w’ﬁ Serf, for the two are different;
genm';x: but not oppressive mfdom"ta, in the low country ¥
rough various causes my’ d us
- N ro
:;191& fﬁ;ef: :}t:gsx]derable cimng:t'::h“: - t::‘yl must be into more n\;;“teh b
i theloss to the landlord of the Pyegsene Ay Daitione, :;nd bim and i
is land for bl

to say nothing of its
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obvious fact that a good deal of arable land has been thrown out of cultivation. It is
patent to any one standing on the Brahmagiris, that while in Coorg every single space
in the bottom of thevalleys—called commonly paddy-flats—is cultivated, comparatively
few on the Wynaad side, where the lie of the country is just the same, show signs
of agriculture. The reason commonly given is: “ We do not cultivate as we have no
Panniars.” The late settlement, too, is imputed with mischief ; and certainly, whatever
the cause may be, since it was set flying the revenue has decreased, and last year it was,
I believe, lower than ever. Whatever the ultimate advantages of that scheme, an
observed effect of it seems to be that land, which but for it would be cultivated, is now
fallow.

This prelude is in the way of accounting for a troublesome class of coffee-
stealers—those who strip the trees by night——Panniars, who in the change of things
have been the cat’s-paw by which the assiduous Mappilla has drawn to himself the
chestnuts—I mean the coftee of the European planters.

The Panniars never received much more than subsistence in kind—grain and a
cloth or so from their masters—and they are now required to work for what is
relatively less to enable their masters to pay more tax and for what is little by com-
parison with the average rate for labour. So the serfs sometimes break away in a
night on some sign of oppression—for, savage though he is, the Panniar is very sensitive
to treatment— and the paddy is left unreaped. It seems, by the way, out of the
question for agriculture to be done while paying at the average rate of labour, which
in Wynaad is high. Coercion has been resorted to, and in this the police have been
used much, not only, although chiefly, by the native landlords, but sometimes by the
European planter. Say, Panniars run away when paddy is to be ploughed or coffee
plucked. Police are informed that such a thing has been lost, and the Panniars
having run away are suspected. In many cases the very appearance of the police on
the scene to ask the needful questions suffices to fulfil the purpose of the complainant :
the police have appeared, and the wretched serfs, frightened into submission, return to

work,

Having been for a short time in the district, I cannot pretend to account for the
changes through which the conditions of existence of the hill peoples have been
upset. That they have been, there is little doubt. Panniars and other autochthons
derive their patronymie from the land to which they belong or on which they were
born, bearing it with them wherever they go ; or, in the case of some few, from that on
which they live for the time being. Now one seldom finds, I think, the patronymic
and the land the same ; so the people have shifted and many are constantly shifting
hither and thither. Nevertheless, there are some few who seem to be in the old
groove, for they are available to be let out for hire by their masters—just as cattle.

Tt is not yet apparent why an oppressed Panniar thrown out of his regular line
of life should steal coffce, but it will be made so‘presently. Let it suffice, for the
present, to say that the Panniar, as well as others of his ilk, is a moonlighter-—one who
steals coffee by moonlight. Happily —the circumstance is rare—if he can be led into
expenditure of his energy fgr othgr means of hvehhood, he will not be replaced easily.
People of the plains, as Tamil coc_)hes or others, dare not, for fear of a thousand devils—

natural denizens—go through the forest by night ; so they are not

o be feared as night stealers. True they might go with a torch or by day, but either

is much too dangerous.

] the hill people are not prone to thieving as the Panniar is unde-

niabl?uc%l';ia 8i1{urichas, for esample, are absolutely honest, and almost equally so the

K : : '
s thieves ina way. They have been accustomed to.

oolies are
‘ ilferBluta:c hle (f:tlit:xiflg as a perquisite a seer Or S0 of coffee every week to exchange
é)n the :;:kZ{ for tobacco, betel and other luxuries. This means a steady stream of

loss to the planters, and is most serious. ' 7

. . from the vats, from tke drying yards, from the store-

'hO“Sg‘shi?oglifelzasrtt?ggﬁﬂg transit to t}’w coast, and through the malpractices of
Seyi)

dishonest writers who, after the manner of the unjust steward, are (in mixed metaphor)
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a thorn in the flesh of their masters, The modes of thieving are legion—whether the
cofﬁee is in the state of the succulent berry, in its parchment or out of it—so many and
varied that the planters have never known really what they lost.

Qf course, where the thieves are, there will the receivers be also. An easier
question than ¢ Who are the receivers ?’ is * Who are not ?”” Anybody will receive
coffee. The clumsiness of the law is well known, and, defying it, people have gone
on from year to year receiving ad &b, 'The planters thought the police were so well
paid b)f the recc?ivers that they permitted the persistent villainy. I do not think they
were right, basing my opinion, not on the superlative honesty of the pelice, but on
the. PrObﬂbﬂ}ty of the circumstances as well as in consideration of the difficulties in
active opposition to suppress what had become a regular trade through which men
bezame rich and throngh which a section of the community of Malabar earned its bread.

Not only is every petty shopkeeper a receiver, but many petty shopkeepers are
receivers first and then shopkeepers. ~ It has been customary for a swarm of Mappillus
to come up to Wynaad from the Coast to deal in coffee, arriving just before the season
begins and leaving after it is over ; they erect temporary sheds wherein they live with
their families sometimes, and regularly squat to receive coffee. When the planter
sees a number of small shops put up just outside the entrance to his estate, he.knows
what to expect. A simple circumstance is sometimes enough to enable one to form a
reasonable estimate of the truth. ¢« Jf we see a Brabhmin drinking under a toddy-treo
wo don’t think he is driuking milk””  But the planter has not been able to rid himself

of these offensive parasites, although he knows quite well they are absorbing the tissue
of his estate.

Many of these invaders receiy appills hants
1 ; sceive large advances from wealthy Mappilla merchan
on the Coast for nothing else thap stolen coffee. Y

 But these are not the only clags of receivers. There are the regular resident
receivers—some of them wealthy and influential —and these are, perhaps, the worst
i Then there are many native estate owners, eminently respectable, who are also
largely incriminated. Many of these are Chetties—as we discovered during last
season—who have been supplied ith stolen coffee by their Muppans, and they are
almost, if not quite, as bad as the worst. The Muppans have been in this way quite

T Rbif st Wovse that kho g Juri -, the Chettics steal from each other.
It is fashionable to do so. Buiars.  Curiously, the

(}on_vietion of receivers was . be so important that the Planters’
Association offered (for Years) a I'eeovrvlzfieg?dfit;). 100 Tor egery conviction of ‘a coffee
receiver. It has always been diffoult matter to realize such convictions. The
n;umﬁcent offer has not prevented loss of their coffee and, as'I will endeavour to
show presently, I do not think that working on the line of conviction of receivers
produces the most potentigl detervent to coffee-stealing.

_To give a couple of instaniges ifficulties in the way of opposition to
receivers. When on special duty toofp :;I:endti : (fﬁee-stealing s g’eason qufore Ty
Inspector Mr. 8weeney, who did capital work, found a man in Vayittiri who made out
g i o containing a few goffee trees and which was not cultivated, pro-
duced‘ at the rate of 11 tons per acre. which is almost six times as much as the most
sanguine luropean planter expects from his highly-cultivated estate. Of course,
nine-tenths of the coffee was stolen coffee which he had received ; but although this
was obvious, there was no means of using the law to bring him to account. Again:
There is a man in Meppati who, during every coffee season, used to receive cart-loads
of coffee nightly, and throughout he was busy at work drying and cleaning. No doubt
several tons passed through his hands, True he owned a small estate or two, but the
produce of these was a small amount. Ag a ton of cherry coffee is worth somewhere
about Rs. 1,000, he was doing very well. He who worked in this way plucked a
bushel and received three or more, and to aceount for the coffee in his possession he
pointed to his few wretched trees: thege being used as a blind, while receiving stolen
coffee was his business ; and to keep yp the game, he began plucking after the Euro-
pean planters had begun theirs, and earried it on little by little throughout the scason.
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The difficulties in the way of preventing coffee-stealing are not to be appreciated
in a glance, and it may be as well to consider further the use of convictions—as they

" have been used in former seasons—for purposes of prevention. A very common kind

of case is this. A man is found conveying coffee—it may be cart-loads. He is asked
to produce his pass. He has none and gives some brilliant explanation. Charged
and fined for being without a pass (if he is not, as too often, aequlttegl) he 1s fined a
fow rupees and the coffee which it is known he must have stolen or received illegally is
returned to him. One of the eases of this kind during last season was of two cart-
loads stopped near Manjéri ; the coffee was measured and so on, and after much delay
the owner (?; was fined and let go with his coffee. T discovered afterwards that this
coffee had been stolen from the estate of Mr. Hamilton in South-East Wynaad

(Cloimbatore district). In the absence of a complainant a man cannot be charged for
theft, and in the absence of theft a man cannot be convicted for receiving. And in all
cases where coffee is concerned there is the supreme obstacle behind which the thief
or receiver is so often safe—the unidentifiability of the stuff. Even if a man be con-
victed in one court he will probably be released if he appeals against his conviction.
This is a fine shelter for the thieves; and they know it.

We will be better prepared to view the subject of prevention if we hark back to
the Panniar and see how that, when oppressed and bullied, he is no more a labourer

but a coffee thief. He and the crafty receiver assist each other mutually. The

Panniar must live, and when he finds the yoke of bondage intolerable and throws it
off, or while ne remains under it and is provided with no money to buy liquor,
tobacen, betel and the like luxuries, he 1s attracted to the Mappiila petty shopkeeper.
From him he gets trifles on credit. By skilful lying the Mappilla augments the debt
and soon has the wretched Panniar in his clutches, He frightens him and eventually
allows the debt to be cancelled if he brings eoffee. Thereby comes stealing from the
trees by night. In somewhat similar style the Muppan steals for his Chetty master
and, like the Panniar, gets about one-tenth of its value for the coffee he has stolen.

Now for prevention ; and we will look at the indirect means first; it bears on
prevention of stripping the trees by night.

To prevent the Panniar doing this we must work radically. With the word
Panniar it is meant to include those others of the hill folk who are somewhat similarly
situated. First of all, endeavour ghould be made to free him from oppression, not by
any legislative measure (which might make 1t worse for him), but simply by taking
care that his freedom is not inhibited. The freer they are the better; the more will
they come and live on the estates and learn to appreciate good wage and good treat-
ment. Year by year there is improvement in this direction to the advantage of the
planter as well as to the hill people.

Therefore I have given the strictest _orders to prevent police being used for
oppression however slight and apparently inoffensive or reasonable. They are to be
very careful indeed, even to absolpte reipsal to entertain complaint of a cognizable
offence—further than registering it—until they have proper reasons for believing the

complaint to be genuine.

Good treatment will do more to prevent the Panniar moonlighting than anything

He must be free to work where he will. At present many Panniars are not.
Many circumstances are brought to bear against his being a free agent; and to this
are superadded his natural shyness of contact with Europeans as well as his dislike
to work for six days out of seven But not' only this—he must be prevented receiving
advantage through coffec-stealing ; and this we have endeavoured to do by working

against the receivers. ,‘

be little likelihood of the Panniar returning to pristine condi-
e & ttli)e l:nd-tax lessened. It seems that nearly all the landlords once
ittle more than their pride, which prevents them and

else.

tions, even were _
rich are now paupers, retaining 1

their families turning their hands to field labour. The Drink Fiend has had a good
hand in this,

2
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»«Ft'not" bein
might ‘be the general effect on agriculture in W
through absorption of the hill fulk by the coffee estates. That the subject deserves
consideration goes without saying. ~Aund I am not prepared to say, in the face of the
opimion of those who have had most experience that the people who live by agricul-

ture are decreasingly poorer, that the effect would be the most beneficial of all for
‘Wynaad.

yuaad which might be induced

My immediate consideration is preventing coffee-stealing ; and there is no
manner of doubt that improvement in the lives of those who steal coffee from the trees

by night—a class of crime confined to one class of the people—will do much to relieve
the estates from depredations.

It is now time to speak of the more special and direct methods which were
adopted during last season. The difficulties to be emcountered have been outlined.
It will have been observed that the recejver has been in the habit of receiving ail the
coffee he could get, and that all whe were engaged in the business had had their
tunning and other facuities sharpened by much practice.
~There was no means of check, If a man said he got his coffee from so and so
there was no proof (as required by the courts, so danger through them was not appre~
hended)—there was no proof that he did not, as so and so had some coffee trees:
king whether during the season so and so had not sold
8 trees could have produced or of knowing whether any
bt a8 much as:he could possibly have gathered from his oW

twenty times as much as hi

_ To trust to prevention throu
poliey. The game would not 1
quents might be elated by th

well.  Moreover, the police could C : o isyphean
L not possibly work with spirit at the sisyphe
game perpetually.  Minute sentences of imprisonment which lx)le\;er involved leaving

Wynaad—being invariably within : : . fow
& : a a the
instances of ¢ onviotion, had had. month in duration—and trifling fines 1n

2 . be
very little deterrent effect. would they
powerful now ? It was, therefore, Decessary to do somethgngm;lq i -
Nevortheless, it was by no meang ad«: . o ictions-
s advisable to d ase d convictie
Proper sentences must be effectual aud to g very consiézz'i%?l:d rifxsets ar\l,v hile working
for prevention it was really more t gt

ould be
hanks to the action of the District M“g;:'
and those wh i fbe impressive, the S“b'?datg lztc?:son
: & Who were found guilty durine the last $685°
rore s nova oo e, Yot o iy ding fhe . 5
through theplaw Iin‘. eople. ad something to fear when they ventured .to fenp
: gt {, S 18 Dot to0 mugl ¢, say that while prevention of offences is MO
1mFor lint than icfom(rlletmn of offen » it cannot be done without the latter ; and npt
gn e); : :ré tr‘iaﬂ(i) b e(;s must be made to feel the power of the law, Formerly whil®
ﬂlll Wstrieti g g‘n sentences: never inyolyed leaving Wynaad and meant 1o more
ofailh:eléw w(:; 8‘:(])0 igc;(l))(}efetedi;ngffg:’ B Weck o5 g in & Wynaad sub-jail, the lfxial:‘:
: 0 : v n
are substantial and imprisonmeen: tfflelt oegiaee YUk Spemtmatier, X )or .

. : : - 1
for a few months. The very going to Cmme, nvolving residence in Cannanore Jal
Wynaadee.

It will have been surmiged alreaq
aim, In order tﬁat this might be don
information of the extent and quantity of native. Y 'op grown 10
Wynaad outside the planters’ exstates,y f\nd th?sgv:?i:x;oi?g;{i)y tPlfec;)ifr}nepleg though
tedious process of counting all the aring trees and estimating the crop throughout
Wynaad—outside the planters’ eslates, of course. It was done in a friendly Way
without arousing alarm. - Let ™e 8ay here, in case objection is taken to the manner
of bringing about a good result, if « nothing succeeds like succoss ” s put aside, that

gh convictions only would havs been a very feel-)l?
© worth the candle. Instead of being subdued, deliv

v that prevention in its widest sense Was O‘g
€ 1t was advisable first of all to obtain accura!

g germane- to this report, I do not, of course, stay to consider what

€ easy evasion of the law whose limits they knew 59

annanore is itself a serious punishment to the .

e
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the smallest garden as fo-f
: tended to the owner of ! » ¢ a0
the schen;etfox{; rf)(ll'oé;ct;ﬁ: :(;%se:_ngowers in the smallest way 1t was. appreciated qu;tg
largest estate ‘

't was by the planters. j N ister. The object

e ltIW f tlfis survey was entered in each station 1n 3 reg;?:tia; i'lll‘ tieonis:t
o resl‘xl %doin our hands the power to chefik st(:falmg 9‘}:; grx(?:w & t({);n

of it was to ho w a bushel and swear . i

positive Wway- No one could now gro ardens were again visited and the

: ing, the
Sien s t1me} cm?ieirf OgacI})lht:{:;nxi;ted. gF or their own sakes the growers were
iere

i - i thing in the way
nantity actually gather s soon as it was Tipe. There was no
?nduced 20 gat?:!l“ ;ﬁetgzgpg (;:([))0%:1 knew they were being well protected. These small
of opposition,

: ft, but by swindling, the wily
; hitherto not only by theft,
growers ha've.suﬂfel_ed n;‘;gl}:nlt(;?s This latter offence, too, we were able.ht)ohgzzv]e:;z
buyer ]fulslglt?lg I?(;lsic: have earned the good will of the small growers, w
partially and the

rice for their produce.

season beeu able t z gef;)‘i z;(:trr)r?irnztion of books showing purchases and 01; Pass:fiieo'i

It was possible, by cise very considerable check. ~The law does no reg. his
coffee on transit, to exfsl'of the coffee he grows, but it compels him to sccomnlxxrlxade
man to keep anta(}llco‘él‘; s, Our knowledge of how much each manhha » egli?:i e
hoolks for all thaf ~ean 'ym.an to pretend he had grown, say, a ton W e“than e
1t impmc?,ca{b(}f tc()npretyend that be had purc}z}hased frzm :}ugtgi; lllrécl)ll;es o s

a bushe ! n these points—the va
g:‘ti growit. T].’ﬁwﬂmﬁsﬁfve‘;dgszceﬁf UStatemeflts as to. purchases could be eheckec?
had hitherto ma aﬁﬂe to possess more than he could Iegltlm‘atel?r. ,
and no man was too. we were able to check the swindling of local grower? y

By thereams dllne‘an?mm the coast. We were able to exercise a check on &3\ erzlr
buyers and swin 'elsoeiving and swindling through the facts at our comman hlﬁo
form of thieving, tll'edwu s and wiles of cuffee receivers and buyers ; we Wflll‘e aeason
acquaintance with t_li 1 0}; the six months’ parasites. A few came early in e“?_ 3
reliove Wynaad OnURFY ) O - ing it best to give up the game, went ik A o
saw what was mflﬁ: from them during the last season, It need scarcely

was completely ors were thereby much disturbed.
that manydof t.ile ;:::;;Ut};mfts by oodlishlen the estates, amicable arrangements were
In order tO

1 ) ilfering by the coolies
made W maistri of influence so that petty pilfering !
B tthfi aésif)‘:eesw:;:g}fgl:;skept, too, on the markets when the coclies made
was prevented.

their weekly purchases. H night along the roads to the estates and to other

| : s hs from the
There were regular pa the out-of-the-way passes and paths fr
laces requiring spe:x};l W;f:gl tﬁ;dp?rpose four Had constables and fifteen constables
hills to the low country.

g strict below the ghits——an arrangement which

ivisions of the dlst}'lct the gl .
were taken from thea dl;ﬁiable inconvenience and involved but {pe (extls‘a) r:‘ert}i’;:]:ﬁy
Do tha s, The genoal ot hat ot e o
allowances to the . lost any coffee and most of them los .
Sapped ety (% Bt 15 1 ke T the rosumiion that e were o
: rifil 11 registers. ) :
Wel'g Z::gs of theft than axe eliFe;?d;: ;’,‘ﬁ;n agl few seers of coffee are stolen from an
e g byf i aIr)loyul}]ai)itation ander the immediate care of no one; or as
tate far Irom

drying yard when the planter’s watchmen are obviously
oft from a

' i ts during transit of A
ilty. ; tor of preventing theft from car
gu y;_zuu of difficulty 1srtthgnm;§1{’ engagpe to carry coffee at a lf)w?f“ m’ﬁ: etiaa:x tg:z
coffee to the e orC:nYmother produce—2a .";,%n:xgc:'? chlfzef‘e;gi:rtizeg ‘station witlf the
i gargk(i:;!;cgg%ze G anl\(}ottuglllliyodo they steal, but in order to make up
ness in

" ie le. { ider~
full weight 13 positively rengl;a;’O not steal and thus reduce its value very consider

: ble (it is said all
the weight they Wi ‘I}ﬁ:; through long Pr:::;cethghavt;etigfl); oi;n::h?a sarflple which is
ably.d) b}? 01e§gl;yaingeﬂi0“5 process to MY e on the road there were patrols,
roun s

: ttle. To prevel : : faatbe
sometimes s;e;t in ; ci?lzgdb;upervision of passes along with turning out and examining
watch at halting p )
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and measuring the coffee. Copies of the passes were sent without delay to Wj;na;ii
where it was comparatively easy to ascertain whether they were true ouean > of
whether the coffce was legitimately come by. This was very necessary as too n(li'kzzris
the impoverished landlords, ostensible dealers of respectability, and dishonest ad1 )
are ready enough to give a pass to any one for a very small recompense 11 ¢o1n.

There were however —and it was inevitable—some small losses on tbe road, bllll't
very few 1n comparison with former seasons. The ruuds’ are dotted along fwt’h\}‘fap}_)llh;;
harpies, with whom it is most difficult to contend. The cartmen, mostly Mappt
also, are no more keen to sell stolen coffee than are they to buy.

The arrangement for controlling examination of coftee on the road (frxtﬁ:lcigi
throughout the district except in the Palghat neighbourhood, Wl}‘*":et’lo“’{)njgt L
coffee estates being in Cochin territory, it was impossible to exN'C'l'S}(-" lg;m; b ull)lcu
vision. A proof of the vigilance exercised will appear 10 the follow ﬁnotlu; i s
In the month of February coffee worth about Rs. 1,200 was seized by Heat 5t0 ks
constables within the limit of Calicut town while being transferr ed from f’:ds o 1
The owners (?) absconded and never dared to claim it ; and as it Wﬁ% Pr%?oiml)aﬁore) it
appearance of the berry to have been grown 1n the Ochterlony va “{ ( Kuowing the
was handed over, with the Magistrate’s order to do so, to the agen i ST
roads were well watched, the coffee had been carried down by rlverl ro(xiniu a large
above Nilambur. The individual who did this was highly respectable, Cuiig
trade in timber and other things. g - ilia

This report gives but a general view of the eoffee-steah;l%ﬂ(}:::t“:?;ea;ﬂ c?xfsst'ul
means adopted for protection during last season; and, though terence that they were
beyond expectation, it is by no means intended to offer the 1nte L: e Teiie. whioh
complete absolutely. Far from it. We were, however, acqm"‘!‘ol oped there will be
‘will enable us to be better prepared for the next seasom, when 1t 18 LOP
no losses,

The planters have it in their power, it may be added, to pre d which
the road—?-a kind of thieving by wlk)xicb they have always %;mt Y:gell"zrfgf:b;nt?e to help
the police can never cope with quite succeSSf“HY, oot their coffee in certain
themselves. The means in their power is this, viz., to put dup led on the estate and
bags which are practically seamless and which are tiad am .::a :hich is again sealed
then placed upside down 2nside a bag belonging to their c?:‘m f)a s during last season
by the carrier in his presence. Some of the planters used t P-S?1 golice will be able to
and they lost nothing. 1f all will use these bags in future, 13 To w0 W o emoved
almost guarantee no losses during transit by road, beoﬂusthn rdinary bag and leave
from these bags surreptitionsly. To remove coffee from eho - gwhen his doing
no mark is quite easy. But no man will tamper with the other bag
g0 is at once clear evidence against him of theft.

The more we know of malpractices in respect of coﬁee-steahn}gfo 'ch:!0 I:‘?;;r:;:
should be able to meet them and to suppress them ; e nevgr ioulg necessary
them completely by supervision only. Precautions which are oby y '
should be taken by the planters,

B i i eport—written, as it happens, under
o | srritio il o] fmpor lilipt-her and thither—by expressing my
continual interruption while moving rapidly ' iy, sxEnes 0
arﬁclll,al‘ S&tisfaction in the admirable WOl'k done by thlrd-class nSIi)zst coﬁee-steal-
of South Wynaad, and I hope you will allow what he has done ;%a; R e
ing to bave THE weight when promotion is in the air. A wor T A g
police of North and South Wynaad haye done well ; so, 100, have i
Tellicherry—others too. But they have not, I am sorry to tl-m.y, Dt et A
B e T T EoTe 8 vt tho Goveaman f ke i
ions are very successful, I may ask you to . ent t
f‘?e:m: gouceur Ofrg month’s pay all r):mnd. 7 1 am sure, if coffee-stealing 1s suppressed
tely, they will deserve it, '
comP}f.S Z’_Atthhed are two statements which are irteresting. « A7 shows the amount
f ti\.re: rown coffee in Wynaad lagt season. B 7 shows the amount of coffee which
(1) f:aw ' ‘u%’ad. The account was taken at Peria on the road to Tellicherry ; at Oliote
o ‘iho soad fo Mysore; at Sulten's Battery on the road to Mysore; af the Kutiyads

vent all thieving on

S e I A R R A R R - o S P o o . o . e s s e et et et vt i i e S,
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pass ; and at Vayittiri. By far the most coffeé passés through Vayittiri, but the account’
taken there is necessarily incorrect as much of the coffee which passes through
Vayittiri was (we found) grown in South-East ‘Wynaad of Coimbatore district. The
arrangements made for collecting this information were, of course, imperfect. They
will be better next.time. ‘ :

¢ (7 is a statement of cases.

————

: A, .
SraremENT showing the number of coffee estates and theerop plucked during the season 1894-95.
Number Q -
of estates, uantit
native. plucked.
. ) SEERS.
South Wynaad oo oo o2 e die e % o oy ;020 4,428,921
North Wynaad o o .

. ‘e oe .o . el 1 2,361,282

Total .. 4,363 6,790,203

B. 3
StateMENT of coffee passed out of Wynaad. Season 1894-95.
A Parchment. Cherry, Clean.
BUSHELS. SEERS. BUSHELS, SEERS, RBUBHELS, SEERS,
Europeans REE e NN PLERL O Bl L 1 10 7,739 26 2,056 16
Natives .. o . . . 2,666 19 3,399 2y 14,239 9
Total .. | 80,623 1 11,139 3 16,294 25
C.

SrareMENT of cases under the Indian Penal Code and Coffee Act. Season 1894-95.

1 Reported. | Deteoted. | Arrested. | Convicted. | Lost. Recovered.

Undec the Indian Penal Code &7 34 19
Under Coffee-stealing Prevention Act. 67 b4

BS. A&, P.,| RS. A. P.
23 8 '8/ 926 10 8

e —

SraTEMENT of rewards in coffee cases in Malabar from Noyember last to April 1895.

Number of
Date. . t;:nstabla? Amount.
1894. , i
November .. oe vey _ 4 .o .o .o as i Sty &< 2
Deoembel' .. .. LR L L) ‘o- * e . .. .o . ..
1895. :

%'&%uﬂry . o .o . oo .o ve oe 0y .. e 53
emar}' .. . LR LR - Py e by e .. &r e
2ndM8.tOh.. . e .e . . L LR g . “e = 5 80
2!](1 » .o ) .e oo .e .e » S L) LR e 5 40
2nd ” .o .o .o .o e . .0 e .o . ® 4 36
2nd ” s .. " Ll e L] »e L LI . 5 36
SOth ” - . . e L . . .. O . e 1 3
A-Pl'il e o . .o e . LR a \dipd 0" v % e

Total .. = 20 . 145

(V¥
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OrpErR—No. 1684, Judicial, dated 10th August 1895.

Recorded, with the remark that the Government is i

i : gratified to note the great

::;fter: 53 which Mr. Fawcett takes in his work and the satisfactory results which hﬁrhas
0{3.0 ed 1n regard to the prevention of coffee-stealing. A continuance of the same

Eea;(;i will, it is hoped, be accompanied with even more success in the ensuing

b 2. Copies of paragraph 44 of the report and of Statement A appended to it will
e communicated to the United Planters’ Association of Southern India.

(True Extract.)

J. F. PRICE,
Chief Secretary.

To the Inspector-General of Police,
» Hony. Secretary, United Planters’ Association.

Exd. A, Raitt.
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Coffee Stealing in the W
! ynaad.—Record;
report of Mr. Fawcett on the operationsmogfv :}ﬁ:
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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT.

Reap—the following paper :—
From the Inspector-General of Police, dated 12th July 1895, No. 4191,

I have the honour to submit, for the information of the Government, a report
from Mr. Fawcett, the Superintendent of Malabar, on the operations of the police in
preventing and detecting coffee-stealing in the Wynaad in the season of 1894-95.
With it I submit the District Magistrate’s covering letter.

2. The work of the police was, I believe, acknowledged by resident planters to
have been effective, and they were, on the whole, satisfied with what was done.
Mr. Fawcett’s report shows that the matter was treated with intelligence and that the
police worked hard. The report is uufq.)rtunately marred, as Mr. Moberly remarks,
by comments on the settlement, about which Mr. Fawcett need not have said anything ;
and, if he did say anything, should have been careful to ascertain his facts first.

3. I dO not ask, nor dOCS MI‘. Fawcett, fOI' any rewards for the po]ice_ They
have been rewarded for each case which showed any special ability or involved any
special trouble. This, I think, is sufficient. The men who worked in the Wynaad
received, all of them, the Wynaad allowances, which are fairly liberal. They did not
really do more than the Government is entitled to eal] upon them to do. In next
year, if necessary and if the results justify it, I will ask Government to grant a small
reward to each constable who works in the Wynaad during the season.

I attach a statement showing the rewards granted from November to April 1895
for coffee work in the Wynaad.

ENCLOSURES.

Cory of letter from the District Magistrate of Malabar, to the Inspector-General
of Police, dated 19th June 1895, No. 1030-Magl.

I bave the honour to forward a report, No. 832, dated 10th instant, from the
Superintendent of Police, on the operations taken to prevent coffee-stealing in Wynaad
during 1894-95. The paragraphs have unfortunately not been numbered. The
report would have been a better one had Mr. Fawcett confined himself to matters
about which he is expected to know something. His statement that since the late
seftlement of Wynaad was set flying (whatever that may mean) the revenue has
decreased is grossly incorrect. Subjoined is a table Prepared from records in the
Collector’s office showing the revenue of Wynaad taluk since Fasl 1290 : —

Before Settlement. After Settlement.

Fasli. Revenue demand. Fasli, Revenue demand.
RS, RB.

1290 iy bre® «« 1,07,120 1298 éi i .. 1,28095

1291 S e s A 1299 o, o v L Y

1292 08 o .. 99,891 1300 $b 7 .. 1,568,244

1293 e Il P Y 1301 o 50 S il it AR B

1294 2 o vo . W BASET 1302 &q e .. 1,82,602

1295 e e .. 82,687 1303 he 2 oo 1,765,234

1296 R R T

1297 s 80,083

The figures speak for themselves,
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: 2. His statement, “Tt is patent to any one standing on the Brahmagiris that
X;’tge_lg C?l’;ig e"gg)’ single space in the bottgm of the vallegg's-called eommonglv paddy
e 5T isc usﬁil s Oomparatlvp_ly few on the Wynaad side, where the lie of the
1 was gn tlge Brahe same, show signs of agriculture,” does not agree with what I saw.
The aily. tadd ﬂ;naglrm in December last a few days before Mr. Fawcett went there.

Y paddy 1lat in Wynaad to be seen distinctly from the Brahmagiris is in the

Tirunelli valley, and tha ' . :
T R B iy ™ Wk aDlesaber, fon . Mawshallund

3. The statement that ““an obser
) _ ved effect of the settlement seems to be that
l:;!;;ll which but for it would be cultivated is now fallow ” is one easily gaiieo bst not
¥ proved in the face of the figures given in paragraph 1 supra. ’

4. These mis-statements spoil i i i .

e _ poil what is otherwise an interesting report. I very
ign pxl-gvt;sttiiy 2(:’ ffthe exc;llent work done by the police during the %ast I():offee season
to those whogwork‘;?l'?te:hmg' and I trust that it may be possible to grant some reward

in the Wynaad. The Tellicherry and Calicut police did not have

such arduous work i
to them. ork as their Wynaad brethren, so that I cannot recommend rewards

5.
Before the next coffee Season commences, I hope that Mr, Fawcett and mysqlf

may be able to meet the Wynaa : iati
more effective prevention of goffeg tlﬂi‘!’tl;tem, Py et i A

—_—

C f i
OPY of report bg;llpz}lli?}f“ﬁeﬁntendent of Police, Malabar, to the Inspector-Grenersl
b 4 T ) ra8, dated 10th June 1895, No. 832.
ve tue honour to give you a brief account of the operations against -

aggravating erime—coffee-steali s :
that I may do so lucidly, T must . - ¢ "%ire of the Wynaad planter ; and in order

modes of stealing before s - % your attention to the circumstances and to the
during last season. speaking of the methods for prevention which were adop'

Ordinarily, when th 2 :
will be thieves who will stee;fim thommodity valuable and easily stealable, thers

will be of another. Thers w‘islif bt.hey can ;. if they are not of one class or caste, the

not apply strictly to the coffee thioyey oy Yo" KiMd- But this principle

SRt Ves of W d
Within its 956 3 g e
the gentry whose f;lg?l;ms;ﬂnes' there is, besides the Nayar landlords and Chetties ™"
greasy people called Chetties i g pearing the tiger, very different to the over-fe%
people from the east: Brahm; 11 the eastern country—there is a mixed commumity
in plenty ; and there’m M;;lfl-smm(: fow), Muhammadans, Canaresemt:g Tamil Paral
the class called comprehensively, ‘and a few Hindus from the West Coast, a8 well 88

These form what may be cauc::he.’ representing, however, very different peoples:

would not probably be now ip Wym"th, e foreign Population, which, but for the coffe®
Then there are the autochthop;, foik :

Panniarg
Muppans, %df“mh“: Adiyans,
Kurichas, e Erriwas,
some sub-divided, as th
i mm’disﬁncgoglmmbas, who in their tribal divisions indicate Wbat

Now, some of these are ; ks
ing superi,ority of the'la:r:flgl:t:“dltlon of predial serfdom—such is the overwhelm”
slave, or perhaps more correct] M over the law of the Government., Adiyan means
labourer. The condition is, of coyu Serf, for the two are diﬁerent.' Panniar means
genuine but not oppressive serfdom"se, in the low oountr,y where there 18

Through various causes, m ol
there has been considerable cimn;}t}phed as they must be into more numerous effect®

: in Ho oy
' the s 0 b Tanlod ofth e onions an s of e SPP
an

e e e e o A I I NI i P i I

—~—
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obvious fact that a good
tent to any one standing on

in the bottom of thevalleys—ca

od deal of arable land has been thrown out of cultivation. It is
the Brahmagiris, thatwhile in Coorg every single space
lled commonly paddy-flats—is eultivated, comparatively
few on the Wynaad side, where the lie of the country is just the same, show signs
of agriculture. The reason commonly givenis: We do not cultivate as we have no
Panniars.” The late settlement, too, is imputed with mischief ; and certainly, wh.atever
the cause may be, since it was set flying the revenue has decreased, and last year it was,
1 believe, lower than ever. Whatever the ultimate advantages of that schen}e, an
observed effect of it seems to be that land, which but for it would be cultivated, is now

fallow.

This prelude is in the way of accounting for a troublesome class of coffee-

~those who strip the trees by night—FPanniars, who in the change of things
‘ls::ielﬁ;n tl?: cat’s-pa.wpby which the assiduous Mappilla has drawn to himself the

chestnuts—I mean the coffee of the European planters.

The Panniars never received much more than subsistence in kind—grain and a
cloth or so from their masters—and they are now required to work for what is
relatively less to enable their masters to pay more tax and for what is little by com-
parison with the average rate for labour. So the serfs sometimes break away in a
night on some sign of oppression—for, savage though he is, the Panniar is very sensitive
to treatment— and the paddy is left 'unrea[.)ed. It seems, by the way, out of the
question for agriculture to be done while paying at the average rate of labour, which
in Wynaad is high. Coercion has been resorted to, and in this the pollce_ have been
used much, not only; although chiefly, by the native landlords, but sometimes by the
European planter. Say, Panniars run away when paddy is to be ploughed or coffee
plucked. Police are informed that such a thing has been lost, and the Pal_lmars
havine run away are suspected. In many cases the very appearance of the police on
the scene to ask the needful questions suffices to fulfil the purpose of the complainant :
the police have appeared, and the wretched serfs, frightened into submission, return to

work. .
Having been for a short time in the distriet, I cannot pretend to account for the

changes through which the conditions of existence of the hill peoples have been

upset. That they have been, there 1s little doubt.  Panniars and other autochthons

derive their patronymic from the land to which they belong or on which they were

born, bearing it with them wherever they go ; or, inithe case of some few, from that on

which they live for the time being. Now one scldom finds, I think, the patronymic

and the land the same ; so the people have shifted and many are constantly shifting -
hither and thither. Nevertheless, there are some few who seem to be in the old

groove, for they are available to be let out fo‘r hlr_e,;by their masters——just as cattle.

It is not yet apparent why an _oppressed Pannmiar thrown out of his regular line
of life should steal coffee, but it will be-made o presonitly. = Let it suffice, for the
present, to say that the Panniar, as well as o.thers of his ilk, isa moonlighter—one who
steals coffee by moonlight. Happily—the circumstance is rare—if he can be led into
expenditure of his energy for other means of livelihood, he will not be replaced easily.
People of the plains, as Tamil coolies or others, dare not, for fear ofa thousand devils—
to say nothing of its natural denizens—go thl.‘Oth the'forest by night ; so they are not
to bo feared as night stealers. True they might go with a torch or by day, but either
is much too dangerous.

Luckily all the hill people are not prone to thieving as the Panniar is unde- .
niably. The Kurichas, for example, are absolutely honest, and almost equally so the

Kurumbas. ; [
But the estate coolies are thieves in a way. They have been accustomed to
a perquisme a seer or 80 of coffee every week to exchange

: oely, annexing as 5 1
?xﬁirelz:::kg’i for tobafco, betel and other luxuries, This means a steady stream of

loss to the planters and is most serious. S04
08 P y ts, from tke drying yards, from the store-

1 ling from the va
Then there is steaung the coast, and through the malpractices of

f the carts during transit to ; the n
3?8%?;;51‘.[?;&3’5 who, after the manner of the unjust steward, are (in mixed metaphor)
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a thorn in the flesh of their masters, The modes of thieving are legion—whether the

coffee is in the state of the succulent berry, in its parchment or out of it—so many and
varied that the planters have never known really what they lost,

Of course, where the thieves are, there will the receivers be also. An easier
question than “ Who are the receivers ?7 is ** Who are not ? Anybody will receive
coffee. The clumsiness of the law is well known, and, defying it, people have goné
on from year to Jear receiving ad 6, 'The planters thought the police were so well
paid by the receivers that they permitted the persistent villainy, T do not think they
were rlght,' basing my opinion, not on the superlative honesty of the police, but on
the. probability of the circumstances as well as in consideration of the difficulties in
aclive opposition to suppress what had become a regular trade through which men
became rich and through which a section of the community of Malabar earned its bread.

_N ot only is every petty shopkeeper a receiver, but many petty shopkeepers are
receivers first and then shopkeepers. ~ It has been customary for a swarm of Mappillas
to come up to Wynaad from the Coast to dral in coffee, arriving just before the season
begins and leaving after it is over; they erect temporary sheds wherein they live with
their families sometimes, and regularly squat to receive coffee. When the planter
8ees a number of small shops put up just outside the entrance to his estate, he knows
what to expect. A simple circumstance is sometimes enough to enable one to form a
reasonable estimate of the truth. <« Tf we see a Brahmin drinking under a toddy-tree
we don’t think he is drinking milk.” * But the planter has not becn able to rid himself
of these offensive parasites, although he knows quite well they are absorbing the tissue
of his estate.

Many of these invaders receiye large advances from wealthy Mappilla merchants
on the Coast for nothing else thay stolen coffee.

But these are not the only.clags of receivers. There are the regular resident
receivers—some of them wealthy and influential —and these are, perhaps, the worst
of all. - Then there are wany native estate owners, eminently respectable, who are also
largely ineriminated. Many of ‘these ‘are Chetties—as we discovered during last
season—who have been supplied wit), stolen eoffee by their Muppans, and they are
almost,_ if not quite, as bad as the worst. The Muppzins have been in this way quite
as bad if not worse than the Pannijapg Curiously, the Chetties steal from each other,
It is fashionable to do so. : :

Conviction of receivers Was considered to be so important that the Planters’
Association offered (for Years) a reward of Rs. 100 for every convietion of a coffee
recerver. It has always beep g difficult matter to realize such convictions. The
munificent offer has not Prevented Joss of ‘their coffee and, as I will endeavour to
show presently, T do not think that working on the line of conviction of receivers
produces the most potential dﬁ[fl‘rent to coffee-stealing.

.To give a couple of instances of the difficulties in the way of opposition to
receivers.  When on speeja] duty t, prevent coffee-stealing the season before last,
Inspector Mr. Sweéney, who did capital work, found a man in Vayittiri who made out
that his little plot, containing g foy coffee ;;rees and which was not cultivated, pro-
duced at the rate of 11 topg Per acre, which is almost six times as much as the most
sanguine Furopean planter expects ’from his highly-cultivated estate. Of course,
nine-tenths of the coffee was stolen coffee which he had received ; but although this
was obylous, tbe_zre Was no means of using the law to bring him to account. Again:
There 1s a man in Meppati who, during every coffee season, used to receive cart-loads
of coffee nightly, and throughout he was bu sy at work drying and cleaning. No doubt
several tons passed through his hands,  True he owned a small estate or two, but the
produce of these was a sma]] amount. As a ton of cherry coffee is worth somewhere
about Rs. 1,000, he was doing very well.  He who worked in this way plucked a
bushel and received three or more, and to account for the coffee in his possession he
pointed to his few wretched trees . these being used as a blind, wl}lle receiving stolen
coffee was his business ; and to eep up the game, he began plucking after the Euro-
pean planters had begun theirs, and earried it on little by little throughout the season,

No. 1684, Jupiciar, 10tE Aveusr 1895, 5

ifficulties in the way of preventing coffee-stealing are not to be a preciated
e Tﬁiiﬁﬁ it may be as Zvell %o consider further the use of convictionsp—as they
have been used in former seasons—for purposes of prevention. A very common kind
of case is this. A man is found conveying coffee—it mgy- be cart-loads._ He is asked
to produce his pass. He has none and gives some brilliant explanation. -Charged
o({) fined for being without a pass (if he is not, as too often, acquitted) he is fined a
:n rupees and the coffee which it is known he must have stolen or received illegally is
91';" ngg to him. One of the cases of this kind during last season was of two cart-
;:ads stopped near Manjéri ; the coffee was measured and so on, and after much delay
the owner (?; was fined and let go with his coffee. I (i_lscovqred afterwards that this
coffee had been stolen from the estate of Mr. Hamilton in South-East Wynaad
Coimbatore district). In the absence of a complainant a man cannot be charg,qd for
theft, and in the absence of theft a man cannot be convicted for recelving. And in all
cases’ where coffee is concerned there is the supreme obstac_le behmq which the thief
or receiver is so often safe—the unidentifiability of the stuff. Evep if a man bg con-
victed in one court he will probably be released if he appeals against his conviction.

This is a fine shelter for the thieves; and they know it.

We will be better prepared to view the subject of prevention if we hark back to
the Panniar and see how that, when oppressed and bullied, he is no more a labourer
but a coffee thief. He and the crafty receiver assist each other mutually. The
Panniar must live, and when he finds the yoke of bonflage intolerable and throws it
off. or while he remains under it and is provided with no money to buy liquor,
tob,accn, betel and the like luxuries, he is attracted to the Mappilla petty shopkeeper.
From him he gets trifles on credit. By skilful lying the Mappilla augments the debt
and soon has the wretched Panniar in his clutches. " He frightens him and eventually
allows the debt to be cancelled if he brings coffee. Thereby comes stealing from the
trees by night. In somewhat similar style the Muppan steals for his Chetty master
and, like the Panniar, gets about one-tenth of its value for the coffee he has stolen.

Now for prevention ; and we will look at the indirect means first; it bears on
prevention of stripping the trees by night.

To prevent the Panniar doing this we must work radically. With the word
Panniar it is meant to include those others of the hill folk who are somewhat similarly
situated. First of all, endeavour should be made to free him from oppression, not by
any legislative measure (which might make it worse for him), but simply by taking
care that his freedom is not inhibited. ~The freer they are the better; the more will
they come and live on the estates and learn to appreciate good wage and good treat-
ment. Year by year there is improvewent in this direction to the advantage of the
planter as well as to the hill people. v 3

Therefore I have given the strictest orders to prevent police being used for
oppression however slight and apparently inoffensive Or reasonable. They are to be
very careful indeed, even to absolpt:e refpsa.l to entertain complaint of a’cognizable
offence—further than registering it—until they have Proper reasons for believing the
complaint to be genuine.

Good tesettent JiL domorg fo provnt Ehy Piulisk moonlighting than anything
B Faia i R e o Wk present many Panniars are not.
Many circumstances are brought fo bear against his heing a free agent; and to this
are superadded his natural shyness of contact with Europeans as well as his dislike
to work for six dayg obt of teyen  But not only this—he must be prevented receiving
advantage through coffec-stealing ; and this we have endeayoured to do by working
against the receivers. \ :

There seems to be little likelihood of the Panniar returning to pristine eond;-

tions, even were the land-tax lessened. It seems that nearly all the landlords onee

rich are now paupers, retaining little more than their pride, which prevents them and
their families turning their hands to field labour. The Drink Fiend has had a good
2
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and measurin .

where it Waég ct)};s c;g??' l Copies of the passes were sent without delay to Wynaad

whether the coffee sl:'as llvg y easy to ascertain whether they were true ones and

the impoverished' landlo ?ltlmamly come by. This was very necessary as too many of

are ready enough to gi rds, ostensible dealers of respectability, and dishonest adikaris
8 give a pass to any one for a very small recompense in coin. i

There were ; : :
vors fow i 0()mp;?r(i):(v)(:1‘ fvljt—ht;nd it was inevitable—some small losses on the road, but
hlarpies, b g wing | i; mo::nggfr{-i sva;sons. The roads are dotted along with Mappilla
i Vo ] ifficult to contend. The cartmen, mostly Mappill:
y are no more keen to sell stolen coffee than are they to buyl i AR

The a o .

throughoutrmozzi:;ctfor controlling examination of coffee on the road estended
coffee estates being in Coetxl'cept in the Palgllat_ neighbourhood, where, owing to the
vision. A proof of the V?"'ll'-] te"!'ltnry,. it was impossible to exercise the best super-
In the month of Februsa igilance exercised will appear in the following eircumstance.
AT e R li:y.teuﬁ'efa worth about Rs. 1,200 was seized by the night beat
e s ) abseondezil Ofd Calicut town while being transferred from boats to carts.
appearance of the berry tnall: never dared to. claim it ; and as it was proved from the
was handed over, with th :;e Peen grown in the Ochterlony valley (Coimbatore) it
roads were well v,vatch d e Magistrate’s order to do so, to the agent. Kuowing the

ed, the coffee had been carried down by river from somewhere

above Nilambur. The indivi
trade in timber and ot(;ltlalrl(itl;ilgg: | who did this was highly respectable, dving a large

This report gi
means a.doptg?i ff:v;iogl;tia general view of the coffee-stealing question and of the
beyond expectation, it is bon during last season ; and, though these were successful
complete absolutely, Fa f}' 10 means intended to offer the inference that they were
; rfrom it. We were, however, acquiring knowledge which

will enable us to b
no losses. e better prepared for the next season, when it is hoped there will be

The lanters 0 .

the road—ga kind ol;a:}? it in their power, it may be added, to prevent all thieving on
the police can never col eving by which they have always lost very largely and which
themselves. The mea pe Wlth‘q\lite successfully unless the planters do more to help
bags which are Pr‘act‘nblm their power is this, viz., to put up their coffee in certain
then placed upside d e seamless and which are tied and sealed on the estate and
by the carrier in his own inside a-bag belonging to their carrier, which is again sealed
and they lost nothin pres]efn ce. Some of the planters used these bags during last seasonl

most guarantee nogfosse & will-use these bags in future, the police will be able to
from these bags surrepti s during transit by road, because no coffee can be removed
no mark is quite eas P uI;"uSIY- To remove coffee from the ordinary bag and leave
80 i8 8t 0noe dlenriorsdarc N0, 180 Yill Samper with the other bags when his doing.

T evidence against him of theft.

The more we k
now- of tices in respect of coffee-stealing the more We

should be able to m
them completely ,h;et them and to suppress. them ; but we can never hope to suppress.

should be taken by Ih:!;)%gd:hiteh::n only. Precautions which are obviously necessary
I will conclude this ver.

oontinual"‘ilifel’rupltlioz 3}111.1 very imperfect report—written, as it haypens, under
: lle moving rapidly hither and thither—by expressing my

hird-class Inspector K. Raman

i : ffee-steal-

}1)‘01111261: f North and ght when promotion is in the air. A word oF two more: the

ellicherr A .

ment in th)::’):l;e:; :»g(; But they have not, I am’szor;*y to say, :

operations are yery suc rin - But perhaps that is impossible. After next seasonl if

men a douceur of a mon‘;‘;;’s’zm’ 1 may ask you to move the Government |

completely, they Will'deservgai{ all round. T am sure, if coffee-stealing

.8
Attached are two stat shows the amount

of native-gro : ements which are i ting. “A”
grown coffee in Wynaad lagt seqs o:f ?BI [;:t (:;,e:;:the amount of coffee which

on the ,}-yoa: o )}h:}a"fonnt was taken at Peria on the road t0 Tellicherry ; at Oliote
i ysore; at Sultan’s Battery on the road to Mysore ; at the Kutiyadi
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passes through Vayittiri, but the account

s By far the most coffee ‘
P ase; and &t '!:y';f:;;(:ssa1'il}yr incorrect as much of the cofiee which pa;ises_ ihw;it
taken the 1 we found) grown in South-East Wynaad of Coimbatore rsftuc o on
Vayltt“;l;;z éxade for collecting this information were, of course, imperfect. ey
€ ; 1
:vrfl?nbge better pext time.
w(”isa statement of cases. e

A.

amber of coffee estates and theorop plucked during the season 1894-95.

STATEMENT showing the 0 o}“;’;‘:::' %Tﬂ;?
native.
SRERS.

' i (o T S 4,;28,9%;
SOl:ttl}lJ %yxlll:aa% :: :: :- o e 9.0 e, &= ?’017 2’ 61,2
o 4 Total .. 4,363 6,790,203

T 1 Sieadsie,
B.

SraTEMENT Of coffee passed out of Wynaad. ~Beason 1894-95.

////_/-r//:m;.;/_

- F RBS. BUSHELS. BEERS. BUSHELS.

e T **10 7,439 26 2,066 6
Eusopens o ] 2,665 19| 3,399 i
B e Total 80,623 1 11,139 % 16,294 25

0 s ’
//// 7
C.
the Indian Penal Code and Coffee Act, Season 1894-95.

| Bapoitit \ Deteoted. | Arrested. \ Oonvictod.\ Lost. \ Recovered.

e " 19 46 28 1,993 8 8| 036 10 8
Undec the Indiss Penal Code 54 i %3 58
Under Coffee-stealing Prevention s - e
P i} bowe &
o0 cases in Malabar from November last fo April 1895.
STATEMENT of rowards 10 coff : 7 P ol
constables ~Amount.
Date o rewarded. o
1894. - a3 '.I .o» . .e e 1] o ". .:
Novem . LB b Rt L% et .e . . .e .o -.
December - °° N &
1895. ia e ale ar .e .s L) .« . ™
gusanes) 43 00T ey prbs mad 0N L, SEhal At
e L S PR e
2n M . . .8 " ': . .. oe .. 4 36
Bnd A A :0 - B by 24 :. . .e . e 5 36
2nd " ‘.. . LB e S . .e . .e . 1 3
2nd ot s Y ¥ o =6 .- e e e L e LR e
30th_ ki ': % . ¥ N s ‘ s R
glepril oLt WEOEE - Total .. 20 148
e A
3 :



bi"-"%;'11,:0101AL DEPARTMENT.

T TN

- (Miscellaneous.)

G.0., No. 1684, 10th August 1895,

Coffee Stealing in the Wynaad.—Recording the
report of Mr. Fawcett on the operations of the
Police in preventing and detecting — in the
Wynaad in the season of 1894-95, with remark,
expressive of the satisfaction of Government ; and
directing that copies of paragraph 44 of the report
and of statement appended to it be communicated
to the United Planters’ Association of Southern

India.
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