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His Excellency, ’
The Rizht Honorable

»

VIicTOR-ALEXANDER BRUCE
EArL oF ELGIN & KINCARDINE P. C. L: L D.

Viceroy & Governor-General of India in Council,

lisrigh bl Jovermmunt of Lacte: GALEUTTA.

The humble Memorial of SUNDARAM Prurar, 2nd Class Constable No. 355, of the Madras
Police Force, J. I. Division, Tanjore District.

Most RESPECTFCLLY SHEWETH :—

That your Excellency’s Humble Memorialist was entertained in the Police
Force of the Tanjore District on the 9th July 1884 as 3rd Class Constable and was
doing duty for a period of eight years and a half, i e, till 1st February 1893, when he

was dismissed the service on the Black Mark System obtaining in the Police Depart-
ment, Madras.

IT. That your Excellency’s Humble Memorialist, having been awarded 7 Black
Marks for faults mentioned under, was ultimately pronounced dismissed by the
Authorities of the Department who paid little or no attention to the explanation that
your Excellency’s Humble Memorialist offered, setting forth the peculiar circumstan-
ces under which he acted and has such, how little he was liable to the several charg-
es that entailed the Black Marks. Your Excellency’s Humble memorialist subsequently

appealed to the Government of Madras whoalso declined to interfere on his behalf,
averlooking the injustice done to him by the Department.

Faults:—i. Not taking to Police Station 2 drunken men arrested by
Section Officer and sent by him on the 15th October 189C.

ii. Failing to take an accused person to station as ordered by
Furopean Head Constable Mr. Spears on the 2nd November1890

i, Absence from morning Drill on the 4th April 1891.

The uninterrunted

Jeviod of good conduct iv. Absence from Negapatam Hospital when he was an inpatient

e o 1 e there on the night of the 15th December 1891.
2 b ']' & . : .
et dh “}’:‘q v. Illegal procedure in not having produced a prisoner before the

NI&1V ., 8 ";‘;“‘({“dif K umbaconam Town Magistrate in whose Jurisdiction he arres-
I EX et aguiind ted a woman on a warrant issned by Negapatam Town Magis-
V & VI, 10 months & trate on the 24th February 1892.

5 days.

VIS ¥ike, 17 dny vi. Appearing at inspection with a dirty belt on the 29th
December 1892.

vii. Sleeping while on night beat duty in Negapatam Town on
the 15th January 1893.

III. As regards the cause of the First Black Mark, Your Excellency’s Humble
Memorialist begs respectfully te submit that the Section Officer No. 252, did order
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him to take to station two men on a charge of drunkenness and rioting, But E

cellency’s Humble Memorialist, suspecting the soundness of the chargr;e i’ Oélrf g
written order of the Section Officer as an authority against any com n] g 8 el o
two delinquents might bring against Memorialist should the crime th RS A
with by the Officer prove frivolous as it ultimately did. The Section(gf;"mre Cha"ged
this, vour Excellency’s Humble Memorialist did x;ut execute the order oo
he was running a risk if he had done so without on prover a'lthorit; er as he thought

IV, That as reg
WS e TR S ,}‘ards the cause of the second Black Mark., vour Excellency’s
3 ‘| "y ‘- ‘oﬁ . - ¥, - P, ’ » &
i £ TR \I‘ S’La-‘ to submit that, on the 2nd November 1890, the Euro -'\
¢ . . AL 5y ) ¢
( stable Mr. Spears, ignorant as he was of the rules of the Poli wuropean
ordered him to take to station thedierseskecper‘oftheduoeal S IC; Department,
a noise in the eourse G e ' Q¢ ’F“}s“"“\“‘ m!&kin
of his bargaining with a grass-cutter-woman who Was &t j 8
' ¢ 10 Was ot issue

with hin as regards tl 1
A8 Barorionn & " (‘;e P:l(: of grass. Your Excellency’s Humble Memorialist asked
an Head Consts - 3 . emorialist askec
able, as well, for a written order thai hie may e
av he ay account to

the Police Inspector
setor shou ; . ;

i alngini s p?'ote G 1d'he question him on his absence from his heat at that spot
as ¢ ction against ¢ 2 AR OGNS at spot;

i w1 g 'l‘nbt any ‘charge that Memorialist thoueht tl I
3 preter a,g,un,t, hl'n‘ I'he E ronas i H <h e ]Iﬂ]-se k(x(fp(ll-
pean Head Constable neither ¢ive him tl o4
her. 8 e writt-

en authority nor took horse-keeper himselt to Station

¥r 'l'l v i S
lﬂb] \,] i ‘- l;ll refereuce to the cause ()f L]Ie Tlli!‘d B"le .M
e Mamoria iSt b gS tO st t : as notv 1 7: er aaxsent 1 “ n Y
H]l- : | % e stale tll'd ' llU was H = om 1 =
D[]n; but \Vas [(Itc b!/ ][l’l" an IL()][;‘ “'lli('l roaQ 1 (; ][”i itlll I' h ; 'l‘ ‘)l. in‘
lb P d 1‘ lf f tl P ' de 1 ,ljl 1 1 was ()]\\ l““s })'drt.]y to }Ii.%' ]]{l\'i”U‘ ]i\'(’d a n‘i'
3 an a a rom 1e dra é ound ?11](1 partiv l 1 g 1 _‘.
] g . é A : ' I art tot 1at mornin ha"l o l ee *d er
dy and not ia Ould,ble tO p]‘npel‘ kn()wled,ﬂe ()i Lh(’.‘ llO\ll‘ 0‘ Ih 1 ”.‘ Zir ) (h l
Cl0 : i €' C ﬁy.

ark, Your Excellency’s

VI. ‘That with r

¢ b reference to the caus

T el ause of the Four ~— 4

cy’s Haumble Memorialist begs to state that he ourth Black Mark, Your Excellene

the orde : : » A8 an inpatj o -
ders of the Surgeon in charge of the diin patient, was entirely under

. msary whe
and 10 P. M. on the 15th December 1891 for his %.1yn fhen el WRPU bome ba iy
&R l\

of the general concession granted by that offic
= . X o) i

the mability of the 1
bilit : poorly-p: 3
o i poorly-paid constables to secure the services of ing then
; meals at nights. Here Your l‘]\:cellon(-y will ok o th.ol
3 e 1l observe that the Poli
at the Police Ingpector

Mr. Mayers, wi i

. s, with a view to feed f:

advantage of th P ArR eed fat the grudge he owed agai iali

advantage of the Memorialists, absence at that ti 1 TR

of any complaint fr < at time and reported bi i

: . : iim, in the abs '

I m the Surgeon and obtained an additional £ “tlu;\ absence
: ack Mark to hun.
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solelv under the orders of the Sur
f ' . the Surgeon from the moment Le was
ment to the time of his relief. , 4 Mamsteddor  SoeRis

per which was on thie strength
to all constables in consideration of

VII. That with referenge to Bleck Mark No. 6. ¥
Memorialist would mx p. to Dinck Mark Ro. 6, Your Excelleney: |
emorialist wonld most respeqtfully submic that the belt, | ‘elency’s Humble
: i i o L 1€ belt, he was wear R

referred to, was the ) 4 : . 3 as wearing at the )
s ¢ 1:(; one that was furnished himn at his entertainment sﬂt 1” )
ment which was : . i ent 1 the Depari-
1 ] ]O] S o »sq‘d further stood 81 vear®s’ wenr with tl \Ie ‘l"']”
and as such, could i oty - i s'wear with the Memorialist
it 1 : lm)t but inculp@itéhim in the eyes of his superiors, Your K m;‘l“ 2
w1 1er )3erv : I \ . o TR . S, onr Lxcee 7
m: , ;a 0 .s : (i‘tu;f Memormlm&*ai:w{ound fault with on a matter which | LXCE He-nc.‘
“hav ) : 1o recla | N “hich he con t
W ; '1~e pefll r;out ecision on ‘Me}!q?fa“hst’s appeal petition. to the Inspeet Gl : no]
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of Police, that Officer has observed that the cause of this Black M k] ~Genera
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VIII. That with reference to Black Marks No. 5 and 7, the Memorialist feels
diffident to put forth any explanation as he cannot possibly find any extenuating
circumstances that will render his case less criminating ; although in reference to No.

7 he can plead sore-eye and indisposition for his having been asleep while on duty.

IX. That as regards the Black Mark System of the Madras police the rules were
S0 severe as 10 constable, who had more than one black mark, was able to cancel them
one by one as he was required to put in uninterrupted good conduct for a consecutive
months to cancel 2 black marks, 9 months to cancel 3 black marks and
12 months to cancel either 4 or 5 black marks. Lately the Government of Madras,
having found out the real severity of these rules, has revised and identified them with
those of the other departments cuchas Salt and Abkari and jail whick allow their
gervants to wipe off each black mark seperately by 3 months’ uninterrupted good

period of 6

conduct.

Appm]s fron constables against the Black marks are often rejected or over
looked by the Ligher authorities of the Departmentf, which encourages the Superin-
tendents to be more liberal in awarding black marks to their subordinates for offences
however trivial they may be, though it is a deviation from Tnspector-General's order
which is now revised as Black mark rule 12. [Care must be taken not to award a
black mark on every oocasion on which it may be necessary to warn or reprimand

an officer. A hlack mark should only be given when, but for these rules, a fine

would be imposed. |

X That, having laid open for your Excellency’s favourable consideration the
varions circumstances under which Your Bxcellency’s Memorialist was awarded
Black Marks. Your Excellency’s Memorialist would crave Your Excellency’s Gracious
consideration to (e soundness or ovherwise of the grounds upon which the award of
cuch Black Marks was based and would further submit if Black Marks No 1, 2, 3
and 4 would any more tend to eriminate Memorialist than No 6 .which was considered

R pronounced by the Head of the Police Department as trivial and was therefore

taken no account of.

x[. Under the cirenmstances explained, Your Excellency’s Humble Memorialist
would most respectfully solicit Your Excellency’s Clemency to the consideration that
anvy. the least, number of the Black Marks to which Memorialist offered his explana-
fi“ru" i# cancelled, would tend to Jesson the crime aggravated by the several Black
Marks and exculpate him from the dismissal which iv has now entailed: and he would
eg Your Excellency to be graciously pleased to cancel such
of the Black Marks as would seem in Your Excellency’s merciful eyes pardonable
and restove himn to his appnintnwn:; shewing him the justice and kindness he seeks at
Your E ccellency s hands, for which act of condescension and charity Memorialist will
as in duty bound, Dray for Your Excellency’s long life and happiness here and here-

after.

therefore, most humbly b
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men must— ‘&q sllen Cuerw® @3
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(1) be submitted through the’
Local Govern-mgpt;

(2) if emanating from an official,
also be submitted through
the Head of his Department
or Office, must not be in the
grature of a joint petition,
and must refer to matters
in which the etitioner has

some personal interest;

!

|

(3) be signed and dated by the
petitioner ; !

() if in the form of an . appeal
against an order contain
- the original or an authen-
ticated copy of the order
appealed against, and be
resented within © months

of the date of that order;

(5) conclude with a specific prayer;

loyal,
respectful

(6) be . prepared in
. temperate  and
language.

B.—Petitions in which these rules
are not complied with will not be
considered. :
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