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No. 43, dated Simla, the 28th August 1894,
From=The Government of India, o
To—The Secrefary of State for India. o

IN his Despatch No. 117 (Revenue), dated the 17th November 1892, Lord

Kimberley; in reviewing the Report of the Hyderabad Chloroform Commission,

. observed that there was no Act in force in India similar to the English Act of

" 1876, 39 and 40 Vict.,"Cap. 77, to restrict and regulate: experiments on living..
animals ; and suggested that, as it was possible that the labours of the Commis=
sion might lead to the adoption of the same method of scientific research.in -
British India, legal powers should be taken in this country to admit'of condi-
tions being imposed analogous to those required under the English Act as to the

~ persons by whont, and the regulations under which, these experiments might be
conducted.. : , LRk : : '

- 2. We consulted the Local Governments and Administrations upon g draft

Bill which we caused to be prepared on the lines of the Engisn Act, intimati
that we were disposed to accept the principle that legislation should be' under-

- taken for the purpose indicated. * We now forward a copy of the replies which.
. have been received and of a representation, addréssed by the ¢ Scottish Society
for the Total Sippression of Vivisection,” 3 Pk AV
; 3. It will be seen that the proposal to legislate on the subject has, generally

speaking, met with disapproval or indifference on the part of the officjals cone
sulted, and that there is no practice of experimenting on animals in India’ such 1
as to call for regulation by law. It is believed that.t e only experiments carried
on in this country in a systematic manner, are those made in regard to the effects
~ of snake-poison in charge of a European Medical Officer at Calcutta. It is un.
likely that such experiments will become common in' the future, as there are
*‘in this country very few persons competent to conduct them, and these persons
“are practically without exception European servants of Government, who are too
‘much occupied with their own ordinary work to find time for experiments
unconnected therewith. - Natives of India are net by aptitude or inclination
drawn towards experiments of the kind under notice ; and, considering that
there isa dearth.in this country of well-furnished laboratories, that the climate
“of India generally is not favourable for experiments during a great part of the
year, and that funds do not exist for endowment of research, it seems to us very
unlikely that non-official Europeans interested in original research will come to
India to pursue their investigations, , A e ‘

- 4. It will further be observed from the memorial of, the Scottish Society,
~and the letter of Mr. Justice Norris enclosed in the Bengal Government’s reply,
“that the proposed measure has been met by the anti-vivisectionists with stre- o

nuous opposition, on the ground that the effect of legalizing vivisection is to
popularize it. It may also be added that, from the few notices on the subject .
which have appeared in the Native newspapers, it would seem that any such
enactment is likely to be misundefstood by the People generally asgivinga legis- -
lative sanction to cruelty. . - ’ e, < .
~ b. Having regard to these considerations, wé have arrived at the eonclusion
that legislation on the subject of vivisection in this country is unnecessary and
undesirable at present, ; and accordingly we do not propose to praceed farther
-in the matter. This decision will not interfere with such legislation being
. undertaken hereafter, should circumstances or the state of public opinion ever
~ render it necessary, s ¢ g P i
We have the honour to be, ete., .
. ELGIN. . :
,-G. 8. WHITE.
A. E. MILLER. ,
a5 BRACKENBURY.
C. B. PRITCHARD,
. J7 WESTLAND.
A, P. MAcDONNELL.
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No. 167 (Revenue), dated India Office, London, the 6th December 189 4.

From—The Right Honourable H, H. Fowrrr, Her Majesty’s Secretary of State for
Indid, :

To—His Excellency the Right Honourable the Goverxor GeNErar of India in Couneil,

I mAvE considered in Council the papers received with your Excellency’s
letter No. 43, dated the 28th August 1894, regarding the suggestion that a
Vivisection Act should be enacted for India.

2. 1 am not prepared to dissent from the conclusion of your Government
that a Vivisection Act is not at present necessary in Tndia.

3. 1 gather from the present papers that physiological investizations of the
kind under discassion are occasionally undertaken for the publie good by officers
in your service. I am confident that your scientific officers would, in such
cases, by the employment of anzesthetics and in other ws ys, take precautions
against causing avoidable pain to animals. Nevertheless, it would be well that
you should issue standing orders for the guidance of your officers who may have
to undertake such investigations,

1 have, ete.

HENRY H. FOWLER,

G. 1. C. P. O.—No. 1697 H, D.—1-4-95.—300,—E . N. 1.
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No officer of Government shall perform on a living animal any experi-

ment calculated to give pain without written authority from the Secretary to
the Government in which he is serving, whether in civil or military employ-

~ ment, to perform such experiments. -

' 9, Such authority shall be given subject to the conditions enumerated

 in the following rules. ;

oo "‘31, No experiment shall be performed—
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" 4, The animal shall,

 pain may
power to ]

as an illustration of lectures in any Medical School, Hospital,
- College or elsewhere, or _ : SRR
for the 'purpé’gejpf atta‘inibg*ma-nﬁala‘skill, or

ent by new

except with a view to the advancem

disecovery of physio-

. logical knowledge or of knowledge which is likely to be useful

- forsaving or prolonging life or alleviating suffering; or of testing
~ a particular former discovery alleged to Esye been made for the
‘advancement of such knowledge. :

S
r-&_ .

durmg the whole of an experime: t in which serious
be caused, be under the influence of some anwsthetic of sufficient
prevent it from feeling pain, except in any case in which the object of

9 the exper!
: 5. The animal must, if serious pain is likely to continue after
" the anssthetic has ceased,

be killed
be killed

iment wo?ld be necessarily frustrated if insensibility were produced.
the effect of

d that in any case in which so to kill the animal

as soon as it recovers : i > of t
immediately after such object bas been attained.
: Moy -3 : ."\.‘ -
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or if any serious injury has been inflicted on it, be

Killed before it has recovered from the influence of the anwsthetic which has
been administered, provide 3 case ! |

would necessarily frustrate the object of the experiment the animal need not
from the influence of the aneesthetic, but must
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Confidential. ]

i ni 1%(/‘/
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J. P. HEWEIT, Esq., C.LE.,,

Frou
Ojf” yecretary to the Government of India,

T Ok Kwhgfw

Home Department.
Medical.

WJ/% y%ﬂﬂ/ll

fNT of °
d[C(‘l([((l the 1g March 1895,
SIR,

Wirn reference to correspondence ending with your letter

204 ( /Mmal/ ool 37 Dofobn 1899 i

I am direéted to forward, wx v /”%ﬁzweﬂ L.
/%t //1—17/1/714(,/ sv Lo s % ,é//,d /jug;M

® To the Secretary of State, No. 43 (F2010), dated the marginally noted despatches
28th August 1894 At o0%
From the Secretary of State, No. 167 (Revenue), hd\\ I){Lh.\(‘d ])(‘L\V(\Cn
dated 6th December 1894,

which
1 ~ . 5
the Government of

India and the Secretary of State recard
3 4 p el v o4
ing the proposal to enact a law regarding Vivisection in India.

D > ) 2t 4 snft rpiilog PR . 3

9. T am to enclose a set of draft rules prepared with the objeet of carrying

out the wishes of the Secretary of State as stated in paragraph 3 of his despat ‘
T . > atch

of 6th December last, and to ask that the Governor General in Council may be

favoured with Wy Veer's J/{Lﬁw c{?b[&/&u-t/ /4] %7@;;%4/ e 4&(4’4{ ol i

in respect of them.

I have the honour to be,

SIR,

Your most obedient Servant,

J P Mttt

Offg. Secretary to the Govt. of India.
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