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8. An exhaustive note, prepared in the Central Special Branch of the Thagi R
and Dacoity Department with the Government of India, which deals with the '
whole history of the movement, is now being printed, together with a sketch of the s
s this Presidency and the doings of ¢ Sriman Swami.” :
SRt

agitation as far as concern
These will be sent to you 11 the course of a few days, but, 1n the meanwhile, I am

to ask you to be so good as to put your best detective agency at work in order to
ascertain in the most confidential manner the extent to which the movement
prevails in your district, the attitude tchn.by the Congress party and the revivalists
generally, and whether the feeling 1s viewed with any favour by the Hindu
community at large. Let me know also please whether there has ever been any

difficulty about municipal beef slaughter-houses.
9. T am to ask you to keep this letter ¢ strictly confidential,” to acknowledge )

b
its receipt and to return the papers referred to in paragraph 8 as soon as done 1
with. k, G
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No. 123
Fort St. GEORGE,
1st November 1893.

My DEAR

The question of ¢ kine-killing ¥ and the extent to which the agitation has
increased in other provinces in India is DOW being viewed with grave apprehension
by the Government of India, and I am accordingly directed to write to you onl the
subject.

9. You will doubtless recollect that the prime mover in the agitation, one

¢ §riman Swami” alias Desika Chari, an ex-convict, visited Madras in August
1889 and held 2 meeting in the Pacheappa’s Hall. Sriman Swami’s principal
supporters on the occasion were the late Raja gir T. Madhava Row, P. Soma-
Chettiyar, Diwan Bahadur R. Raghunatha Row, P. Rungiah Nayudu
(recently olected as member of the Legislative Council for Madras Municipality)
and Walji Laljl Sait; Mr. Eardley Norton also figured as 2 p(’)litical speaker on the
measure wasone closely associated with the Indian

sundrum

occasion, and argued that the
National Congress.

3. ¢ Sriman Swami,” On leaving Madras, made an extended tour through
Salem, Coimbatore, Malabar (Palghat and Calicut), Cochin, Trayancore, Tinnevelly,
Madura, Trichinopoly and Tanjore, and it was reported at the time that he was
enthusiastically received ; he returned to Madras on the 12th October 1889 and
then vanished on being recognised as the ex-convich Desika Chari. 1t is suppose
he left for Allahabad. At all the places visited he delivered lectures and starte
¢ gabhas” in support of the movement, but nothing more has been heard of them.

4. In December 1890, a Benares sanyasl, taking the title of the ¢ Paramahamsa
Saraswati Swami,” of the Nagpur ¢« Graurakshinl Sabha,” and & representative

member of the ¢ Arya Samaj’ of Calcutta, visited Madras and Jectured at the
Hindu Theological college under the wing of one Sivasankara Pandiya, the Presi-
dent of the Hindu Tract Society,” and a branch of the * Gaurakshini Sabha ”
was started in Sowearpet, Madras. The meeting Was well attended, but chiefly
composed of Brahman vakils and students.
5. The Government nOwW wishes to learn whether these sabhas ”’ 80 started
by ¢ Sriman Swami” and the advocates of the movement are still in existence and
t 18 evinced in the agitation which has assumed such grave

whether any interes
roportions in other parts of India. Qo far as can be ascertained by the reports on
the Vernacular Press, the agitation does not seem t0 be gaining ground, but careful

local inquiry Into the existence O otherwise of these @ gabhas,” and 1f they still
exist what they 8re doing or have done, 18 considered necessary-
6. The * Hindu Tract Society” of Madras, under the presidentship of Siva-
gankara Pandiya, is an element fraught with con_siderable_} danger, a8 it 1s pledged
o support the movement, but, in their pl'-oceedmgs, v.vlnch have been spasmodic
and chiefly aimed at the work of missionaries, no mention of ¢ kine-killing ” seems
to have been made, nor do the ¢ tracts” issued by the gociety touched upon the
subject; it seems, therefore, apparent to Grovernment that either—
a) the agitation receives no favour in this Presidency, OF
(b) that the workings of the agents of the moyement and their modus
ope-randi generally are kept 80 gecret that District officers have been
left in the dark.

(This has peen pointed out as one of the chief
dangers of the agitution.)

7. I have reported to Government—as far as I have been informed in the
£ Specia\ Branch »__that 1 consider the agitation receives no favour in this Presi-

dency, but 1 am to ask you for your opinion, after careful inquiry, and, in view of
the great interest evince t is, to say the least of it, strange

d in other provinces, 1
that Madras should show such apathy-
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