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exhaustive inquiry to be made into the subject, deprecated direct legislative
interference, but issued instructions to local officers to adopt quiet and persuasive
measures, rather than any action likely to cause irritation, to induce the people
voluntarily to give up the practice, which had begun to show signs of decreasing.

In 1865 Raja Satya Sharan Ghosal, a member of the Bengal Legislative
Council, moved for leave to introduce a Bill to declare hook-swinging illegal. The
motion was, however, withdrawn, in deference to the opinion of the President and
of a majority of the members present that the discontinuance of the practice might
be brought about without recourse to special legislation. The British Indian Asso-
ciation, who were consulted in the matter, deprecated the barbarities still prevalent
but expressed preference for their suppression with the aid of the ordinary criminal
law rather than by a new enactment. Orders were then promulgated by a Reso-
lution of the Bengal Government, dated the 15th March 1865 (a copy of which will
be found amoung the papers appended 1o enclosure No. 5 of this letter), in which it
was announced that the Government viewed hook-swinging with abhorrence, and
magistrates were required, under the powers vested in them by law, ‘“ whenever
they considered that such direction was necessary to prevent annoyance to persons
lawiully employed, or danger to human life, health, or safety, to direct any person
to abstain from the act of hook-swingirg, or other self-torture, in public, and from
the abetment thereof, or to take such order with property in his possession or under
his management as might serve to prevent the commission of the act.”” Persons
disobeying any such injunction were o be prosecuted and punished aceording to
law. These instructions, which were issued after consulting leading members of
the Hindu community, were not intended to interfere with the purely religious
observances of the Charak festival. The proceedings of the Local Government
vvv'fredapproved by the Government of India and the Secretary of State (Sir Charles

ood).

The last orders issued by the Bengal Government regarding this matter are
contained in a circular dated the 13th August 1872, in which District Magistrates
were directed to republish every year the prohibition against’ hook-swing and
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other self-torture of the kind in all places where the Charak festival was celebrated. - - 3

The failure in the appellate court ¢f a prosecution, under the latter part of
section 188 of the Indian Penal Code of certain persons who had resorted to a
practice formerly in vogue of running skewers through their arms and tongues,
and exhibiting themselves in public, led to the issue of the circular referred to ;
the sessions judge who heard the dppeal having-set ‘aside the conviction on
the ground that the injunction published by the magistrate of the district in
1865 was not an injunetion for all tinte, and that there was not sufficient evidence
of its promulgation. -

3. In the Bombay Presidency, in the year 1855, it was held by the Sadar
Court that mo act of the legislature was required for the purpose of suppressing
hook-swinging, and that the Local Government were competent to proceed under
clause 1, section 19 of Bombay Regnlation XII of 1827. The Sadar Court also
advised that District Magistrates should, by proclamation, prohibit the exhibition of
the practice as occasion arose in the case of particular fairs, in preference to issuing
a general proclamation, as much less importance would thus be given to the subject.
The Bombay Government instructed District Magistrates accordingly.

4. Theaction taken in the Madras Presidency s described in the precis embodied
in the order of the Local Governmeny, No. 1418, dated the 27th August 1890, a
copy of which forms part of the enclosures of this letter. District Magistrates
were instructed to discourage the practice as much as possible with the co-operation
of the wealthy and intelligent classes, and to make known the disapproval of
Government.

9. The measures above mentioned appear to'have led to the entire cessation
of the practice in Bengal and Bombay, but recently there has been reason to
apprehend that it may revive in the jormer province.” Hook-swinging is reported
to have been practised in a village in the 24-Parganas on the occasion of the
Charak Puja in April 1893 ; and it is said that attempts have lately been made to
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institute a swinging festival in the Hazaribagh district. It may also be mentioned

that the practice of hook-syvinging.appears to be kept up annually at Frasdanga, a
small patch of French territory adjacent t¢ Balasore in Orissa,

6. There is no doubt that the practice, which was reported to have almost
died out in Madras, has latety been resuscitated in that presidency and is rapidl
extending in certain districts. In 1884, 1885 and 1889 there were petitions to the
Local Government from the Madura district for permission to celebrate the
swinging festival. In 1890 a case occurred at Valambagudi, in the Tanjore district,
which appears to have shown the people th:g;.t they had no need to ask permission,
for the ceremony was performed with impunity in spite of the expressed disapproval
of the officers of Government. In September 1891, hook-swinging was pradtied
at Sholavandan, in_the Madura district, after (it is said) having been discontinued
for fifteen years. In May 1892, a celebratioy, was held at Virabandi, in the same
district, and another at Abhishekapuram, in the Trichinopoly district, after the lapse
of twenty-eight f'cars. In the same year the festival was repeated at Sholavandan
and Valambagudi, and it was announced that it was intended to hold a celebration
at Cope, in the Trichinopoly district.

These instances seem to show that the practice is regaining popularity in
the Madras Presidency, and that intimation of the disapproval of Government is
of no avail in checking resort to 1t.

7. The Government of India are advised that, under the present law, there
is no legal means of preventing or punishing the practice of hook-swinging,
provided that the person on whom the operation is performed is a consenting

arty and of full age. The Resolution of the Bengal Government, dated the 15th
farch 1865, was issued when the old Code of Criminal Procedure (Act XXV of
1861) was in force, and the terms of section 62 of that enactment were wide
enough to authorise magistrates to 1ssue the necessary injunctions. But under the
present Code it is probable that no such prohibition could lawfully be issued.

8. The Governor-General in Council helieves that, as stated in the previous
correspondence on the subject when the practice was put a stop to, this form of
seli-torture [which does mot appear ever to have heen prevalent elsewhere than in
Lower Bengal (including Orissa) and Southern India] has no religious sanction
or obligation among Hindus, a_nc_l has grown up merely as a form of penance
which may be resorted to by individual devotees at their discretion for the purpose
of propitiating a deity or acquiring a reputation for asceticism.

In this connection I am to a pen(! a copy of the letter, dated the 4th February
1865, from the British Indian Association, which is quoted in the preamble to
the Bengal Governmeni Licscivtion of the [5th March of that year, and appears
to express accurately the feeling with wh.ch the practice was regarded by educated
Hindu opinion in that province twenty-eiyht years ago. His Excelleney in
Council 1s persuaded that, with the advance in general education and enlighten-
ment which has since taken place, the abhorrence of the observance which was so
strongly expressed bly the British Indian .Al’;;sociation in 1865 is now even more
widely felt among all classes of the populatmx}, a.nd that any revival of the practice,
though it might find some vogue among the ignorant and degraded, would be
strongly condemned by all right-thinking persons among the Hindu community.

9. In these circumstances, and in view q}f the change in the Criminal Proce-
dure Code which has removed the legal sanction under which the Bengal orders
of 1865 were issued, it has been suggested to the Government of India that legis-
lation should be resorted to with a view to make the practice distinctly illegal, and
to subject persons resorting to it, either as principals or abettors, to definite
penalties. uch legislation might perhaps ?a)ke the fort_n of (i) declaring hook-
swinging, when performed in a place to which the public have access, either on
payment_or without it, to be a public nuisance; and (2) appointing a penalty,
which might be that mentioned in section 290 of the Indian Penal Code (fine up
to Rs. 200), with an alternative of three monthy’ imprisonment, for principals and

abettors in the offence.
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10. Before taking the matter intc! consideration, t}
Council desires to be informed whether, ’in the opinion ,ofttll?e (é(())iemor-
such legislation is expedient, or whethert, it is thought that the irn;)'r :
suppressed by any other means. I an’t particularly to ask thzs; Tl: g
the leaders of Hindu society in the BSmbay Presidency on the 1§_ opinions of
obtained and forwarded for the informa?tlon of the Government of iilxlldjieaCt ol

(;u'reneral in
m Couneil,

f—
1
Nch. 683.

)

Copy forwarded to the Governn ient of Madras, with g
Governgx)'r in Council may be moved toy favour the Government ol%e(%‘;?lsi; thflt(;lthe
expression of his views on the subj e(ct of the proposed legislation. It v? lan
requested that the opinions of the leadewys Qf Hindu society in the Madras Presi?le?x =
on the subject may be obtained and sub]mltted for the information of the Govern o
General in Council. 1 ]

1r order.
(B}[ : )

) (Signed)  P. J. MELITUS,
3 Depy. Secy. to the Govt. of India.

i
Orper—dated 30th June 1893, No. 1334, Judicial.

] . :
The letter from the Government ~ of India will be referred to the Mahajana
Sabha of Madras, for opinion, and to gall District Magistrates, who will report their
own views and also consult such locall associations and individuals as they think

advisable. g

9. The Government doubts Whew_he_l' the legislation proposed by the Govern-
ment of India is quite sufficient and s inclined to think that District Magistrates
should have power to prohibit exhibits1ons of the kind in question and that disobe-

dience to such orders should be madey penal. Moreover, if: appears to Government
that the legislation should not be coy, ©fined to hook-swinging but should extend to
other public exhibitions of self-torturz- The Government will be glad to have the

opinions of the associations and persolns consulted on these suggestions also.
Y
(Tx ue Extract.)

J. F. PRICE,
Chief Secretary.
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To the Secretary to the Mahajana Sabha, ] Madras.
,, all District Magistrates. 3
N
n

Exd E. Fernandez,
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il By I ACE BSOS CBE CLR, Wy N
Secretary to the Government of India,

)
f. Tur SECRETARY To THE GOVERNMENT oF BOMBAY,
] ‘ JupICIAL DEPARTMENT.

Tue CHIEF SECRETARY T0 THE GOVERNMENT oF BENGAL.

Issued 1 Tue SECRETARY 10 THE GOVERNMENT OF THE
1 NORTH-WESTERN PROVINCES AND OUDH,
JupiciAL DEPARTMENT.

Recd. Enel.
Tug CHIEF SECRETARY 10 THE GOVERNMENT OF THE

. . | ; PUNJAB.

2 Tue CHIEF COMMISSIONER or THE CENTRAL PROVINCES.

G.0., 30th June 1893, No. 1334. Tue CHIEF COMMISSIONER or BURMA.

Tue CHIEF COMMISSIONER-oF ASSAM.
Tue CHIEF COMMISSIONER or COORGC.

Tue RESIDENT at HYDERABAD.

b " Home Department.
T Fudicial.
Simla, theAS Fune 1893.
SIR,
I AM directed to forward a copy of the papers noted in the margin,
e W Sl SN regarding the practice of hook-' =
D tch from Her Majesty's Secretary of State, No. 4 1ngl 1 1 %
(]éé)iciaf)s.pga(t:ed the 17th December 1891. X Svungmg n Fhe -Madras Pre31dency,
(2) Madras Government’s order No. 1418, dated the 27th from which it will be seen that cer-
Alzg-,;)uslt) ;gggich L AR o tain recent instances of the revival
cretary of State, No. 8 (Judicial), dated the 17th May 1892, ©of this practice have given rise
ith enel , (a %0856 B 5279
with enclosare, (220 Gecretary o Stats 1o the Govera: to a co,rrespondence between Her
Hook-swinging. & g yment of Madras, No. s (Judicil), dated, (5e uth Juy 1802, Majesty’s Secretary of State and
CY"'O' - 4=13) Despatch from the Goverpment of Madras to the Se- the Government Of Madras h
. Lt 04 Lleretary of State, No. 13 (Judicial), dated the g Totober 1 . o fs
; , with certain observations, that the I o i O the Secretary of State to_the G e S
: ; . : E B . Despatch from the Secretary of State to the Govern- i i
letter from the Government of India rega: gf the . ¥ |eeTutad L of Tia, No. 2 (Judicial), dated sth January 1893. ?g-opied forith gippraghion, saittns
l s o Pm(’tardmemo ho g X | g et : . is Lordship has desired to be fur-
Pmed’be gslm e ';]i(laha]aqa. B ot (%1 ali | = ished with the views of the Government of India upon the subject. |
Dul. "y 2 eiro 1nion as we al - { ¥ . . &
Ezsi“ for heir fn sion, @ well s | ! 2. The practice of hook-swinging appears to have been carried on formerly
w“ ¢ of su shm;ml' ,mad a Sbpgert i , 4 as a public exhibition not only in Madras, but also in Bombay and the Lower
latte s think advisa nsul | . | Provinces of Bengal. In 1851 a case of hook-swinging at the Charak Puja in the
e ' district of Jessore in Bengal attracted the notice of the Court of Directors, who
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expressed their opinion that the practice was inconsistent with the dictates of
humanity, and desired that it should be put a stop to by any proper measures
that could be adopted. An enquiry was instituted by the Local Government
and it was stated that the authoritative suppression of hook-swinging would’
be regarded with satisfaction'by the sensible part of the Hindu community and
with indifference by the rest. The Court of Directors, in reviewing the matter
however, were of opinion that endeavours for the suppression of the practicé
should be based on the exertion of influence rather than upon any act of authority.

1In 1858 the question came before the Legislative Council of India in' con-
nection with a petition from certain Protestant missionaries who prayed for the
passing of an enactment to suppress hook-swinging in Bengal; but it was
resolved that any direct interference’ on the part of Government was inadvis-
able. Her Majesty’s Secretary of State (Lord Stanley), in commenting upon
the proceedings of the Council, intimated that if the practice could not be
discountenanced by such action as might be adopted in the course of official
administration, it might be necessary to consider whether Government would not
be called upon to take more decided steps to put an_ end to observances so
flagrantly opposed to the dictates of common humanity. The Lieutenant-
Governor (Sic J. P. Grant)! who caused an exhaustive enquiry to be made
into the subject, deprecated direct legislative interference, but issued instruc-
tions to local officers to adopt quiet and persuasive measures, rather than an
action likely to cause irritation, to induce the people voluntarily to give up thg
practice, which had begun to show signs of decreasing.

: In 1865 Raja Satya Sharan Ghosdl, a member of the Bengal Legislative

© Council, moved for leave to introduce a Bill to declare hook-swinging illegal. The =
motion was, however, withdrawn, in deference to the opinion of the President
and of a majority of the members present that the discontinuanze of the prac-
tice might be brought about without recourse to special legislation. The British
Indian Association, who were consulted in the matter, deprecated the barbarities
still prevalent, but expressed preference for their suppression with the aid of
the ordinary criminal law rather than by a new enactment. = Orders were then pro-
mulgated by a Resolution of the Bengal Government, dated the 15th March 1865 p>*
(a copy of which will be found among the papers appended to enclosure No. 5 of ¢
this letter), in which it was announced that the Government viewed hook-,swingin Yo
with abhorrence, and Magistrates were required, under the powers vested in theng1
by law, “ whenever they considered that such direction was necessary to prevent
“annoyance to persons lawfully employed, or danger to human life, health, or
“safety, to direct any person to abstain from the act of hook-swinoir;g or other

“ self-torture, in public, and from the abetment thereof, or to take such (;rder with

“ property in his possession or under his management as might serve to prevent

“ the commission of the act.” Persons disobeying any such injunction were to
be prosecuted and punished according to law. These instructions, which were
issued after consulting leading members of the Hindu communit’y were not
intended to interfere with the purely religious observances of the Charak festival
The proceedings of the Local Government were approved by the Government
of India and the Secretary of State (Sir Charles Wood). 5

The last orders issued by the Bengal Government regarding this matter are
contained in a circular dated the 13th August 1872, in which District Maoistrates
were directed to republish every year the prohibition against hook-swin fig . e
other self-torture of the kind in all places where the Charak festival was Cégleb?ated
The failure in the Appellate Court of a prosecution, under the latter part of
section 188 of the Indian Penal Code, of certain persons who had resortF:ad s
a practice formerly in vogue of running skewers through their arms and tongues

and exhibiting themselves in public, led to the issue of the circular referred to: /

the Sessions Judge who heard the appeal having set aside the conviction on
the ground that the injunction published by the Magistrate of the District in
1865 was not an injunction for all time, and that there was not sufficient evidence
of its promulgation. : :

3. In the Bombay Presidency, in the year 1855, it was held by the Sadar °
Court that ne Act of the Legislature was required for the purpose of suppressing

 disapproval of Government. s g sin i (8 o
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. hook-swinging was practised at Sholavandan in the Madura District, after (it §

~"is said) having been discontinued for fifteen years. In May 1892, a celebration |

“the 15th March 1863, was issued when the old Code of Criminal Procedure -
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hook-swinging, and that the Local Government were competent to proceed under ,_
clause 1, section 19 of Bombay Regulation XII of 1827. The Sadar Court ’\‘-
also advised that District Magistrates sbould by proclamation prohibit the j
exhibition of the practice as occasion arose in the case of particular fairs, in N‘

preference to issuing a general proclamation, as much less importance would thus
be given to the subject. The Bombay Government instructed District Magis-

trates accordingly.

4. The action taken in the Madras Presidency is described in the précis
embodied in the order of the Local Government, No. 1418, dated the 27th
August 1890, a copy of which forms part of the enclosures of this letter. District
Magistrates were instructed to discourage the practice as much as possible with
the co-operation of the wealthy and intelligent classes, and to make known the

.  The measures above mentioned appear to have led to the entire cessa-
“tion of the practice in Bengal and Bombay, but recently there has been reason to i
apprehend that it may revive in the former Province. Hook-swinging is reported
to have been practised in a village in the 24-Parganas on the occasion of the
Charak Puja in April 1893 ; and it is said that attempts have lately beemmade
to institute a swinging festival in the Hazaribagh District. It may also be
mentioned that the practice of hook-swinging appears to be kept up annually at
Frésdinga, a small patch of French territory adjacent to Balasore in Orissa.

6. There is no doubt that thé practice, which was reported to have almost died
out in Madras, has lately been resuscitated in that Presidency and is rapidly ex-
tending in certain districts. In 1884, 1883, and 1889 there were petitions to
the Loeal Government from the Madura District for permission to celebrate the
swinging festival. In 1890 a case occurred at Valambagudi in the Tanjore
District, which appears to have shown the people that they had nomneed to ask

_permission, for the ceremony was performed with impunity in spite of the pmssnss
isapproval of the officers of Government. In September 1891, Ti

was held at Virabandi in the same district, and another at Abhishekapuram in
the Trichinopoly District after the lapse of twenty-eight years. In the same year
the festival was repeated at Sholavandan and Valambagudi, and it was announced
that it was intended’to hold a celebration at Cope in the Trichinopoly district.

These instances seem to show that the practice s regaining popularity in
the Madras Presidency, and that intimation of the disapproval of Government
is of no avail in checking resort to 1it. :

7. The Government of India are advis_ed_that under the present law there
is no legal means of preventing or punyshlng_the practice of hook-swinging,
provided that the person on whom the operation is performed is a consent-
ing party and of full age. ‘The Resolution of the Bengal Government, dated

(Act XXV of 1861) was in force, and the terms of section 62 of that enactment |
were wide enough to authorise Magistrates 1o issue the necessary injunctions. .
But under the present Code it is probable that no such prohibition could lawfully = |

be issued.

8. The Governor Generzl in Council believes that, as stated in the previous
correspondence on the subject when the practice was put a stop to, this form of
self-torture (which does not appear ever to have been prevalent elsewhere than in
Lower Bengal [including Orissa] and Southern India) has no religious sanction
or obligation among Hindus, and has grown up merely as a form of penance
which may be resorted to by individual devotees at their discretion for the purpose
of propitiating a deity or acquiring a reputation for asceticism.

In this connection I am to append a copy of the letter, dated the 4th Feb-
ruary 1865 from the British Indian Association which is quoted in the preamble
to the Bengal Government Resolution of the 15th March of that year, and appears
to express accurately the feeling with which the practice was regarded by edu-
cated Hindu opinion in that Province twenty-eight yearsago. His Excellency in
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Council is persuaded that, with the advance in general education and enlighten-
ment which has since taken place, the abhorrence of the observance which was so
strongly expressed by the British Indian Association in 1865 is now even more
widely felt among all classes of the population, and that any revival of the prac-
tice, though it might find some vogue among the ignorant and degraded, would be
strengly condemned by all right-thinking persons among the Hindu community.

In these circumstances, and in view of the change in the Crimigal Pro-
cedure Code which has removed the legal sanction under which the Bengal
orders of 1863 were issued, it has been suggested to the Government of India
that legislation should be resorted to with a view to make the practice distinctly
illegal, and to subject persons resorting to it, either as principals or abettors, to
definite penalties. Such legislation ‘might perhaps take the form of (1) declar-
ing hook-swinging, when performed in a place to which the public have access,
either on payment or without it, to be a public nuisance ; and (2) appointing a
penalty, which might be that mentioned in section 29o of the Indian Penal Code
(fine up to Rs. 200), with an alternative of three months’ imprisonment, for prin-
cipals and abettors in the offence.

10. Before taking the matter into consideration, the Governor General in

of the Governor in Council

‘Council desires to be informed whether in ,%:,5, OPINION & f, . the L. G, (and G, €)
such legislation is expedient, or whether it is thought that the practice might be
suppressed by any other means. [am particularly to ask that the opinions of
the leaders of Hindu society in " B e~ on the subject may be obtained
and forwarded for the information of the Government of India.

I have the honour to be,
SIR,

Your most obedient Servant,

f*:f‘4 !',‘(,.% ;“ \L v = 4 |>'.' -
R A

Secretary to the Government of India.

7 — No.éfﬁ,

Copy forwarded to the Government of Madras, with a request that the
Governor in Council may be moved to favour the Government of India with an
expression of his views on the subject of the proposed legislation. It is also

~ requested that the opinions of the leaders of Hindu society in the Madréas Pre-
sidency on the subject may be obtained and submitted for the information of the
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Depy. Secy. to the Govt. of India.
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o] "-.l_‘.:":.' —ﬁﬂ BT Ty
g - I
s _—0:&.’ sy
pd '

J ,,.:‘:_.1"' o L S| .' _ ]
o ,uvméé&afwh By order, R Lo

& ‘T»
'.""V.

o
¢
3

A"L —

— s - e~

———————— N A —
e e — ———

No. 4, Judicial, dated India Office, London, the 17th December 18gt.

From—Her Majesty’s Secretary of State for India,
To—His Excellency the Right Hon'ble the Governor in Council, Madras.

My attention has been called to the _swinging festival held at Madura in
September last, of which an account is given in the Madras Weekly Mail of the
29th of October last. 1t 1s alleged that the Government were apprized _of the
coming event and took no steps to prevent 1t. I desire that your Lordship will
furnish me with an early report on this case, and state, at the same time, whether
vour Government hasissued any instructions since the date of your order dated

27th August 1890, No. 1413, Judicial.
el o Ak sl
Extract from the Proceedings of the Government of Madras, Fudicial Department,
No. 1418, dated 27th August 1890.

READ the following paper :—
No. 4598, dated Renigunta, the 12th August 18go.

From—Colonel C. A. PORTEOUS, Acting Inspector-General of Police,
To=-The Chief Secretary to the Government of Madras.

Tue Superintendent cf Police, Tanjore district, having mentioned in his
weekly report that a case of swinging (Chedel kuttd) had taken place, during the
festival, in honour of goddess Mariamman, at Valambagudi, in the Vallam taluk
of his district, 1 called for a special report cn the subject, copy of which 1 have
the honour now to submit for the information of Government.

The practice of swinging having been prohibited many years ago, it 1s diffi-
cult to understand how it has continued in the Tanjore district to this day.

No. 738, dated Koradacheri, the 2nd August 18go.
From T. E. THoMAS, Esq., Superintendcnt of Police, Tanjore,
To—The Inspector-General of Police, Madras.

I have the honour to report, for your information, that on 1oth June 1890,
after the Car festival of the Mariamman goddess at Valambagudi village, in the

" Xrallam fiskah, Tanjore taluk of this district, was celebrated, a Swinging festival

ettty Tami. © oY > # ook place. This is a yvow performed by a
Pariah to propitiate the deity known there as the “ Muthu Mariamman,” and this
year the duty devolved on Para Vythi of Palyaputty, a strongly-made man aged
5 years. Two iron hooks were passed through the skin of the back in opposite
directions, below the shoulder blades, and on .both sides*of the spine, an
tied to the end of a long beam which rested on its centre on a granite pillar
about 12 or 13 feet high; a rope was attached to the other end of the beam, and
2 man lowered it, and thus elevates the end to which Vythi was hooked and then
pulled it tound six times. The Inspector described it “as if the man were
floating in the air, ata height of 50 feet,” but from the length of the beam and
height of the pillar, I should say it could not be more than 20 or 25 feet. After
the sixth round the man was lowered, and the hooks were removed, and his
wounds were dressed, and he was given some arrack, and conducted to a place
near the temple of the deity, and allowed to rest; after which he appeared all
-, and moved about. Only the Pariabs of Palyaputty are allowed to perform
this vow ; the temple is common to 18 villages, and its affairs are managed by
2 Brahmin, Swamy Iyen, who is the 'temple priest or goorucal.” : Both the
riest and the Pariahs profit to a certain extent by :che alms ghat are given by the
people that witness the ceremony. 1t has been going on uninterruptedly for the
past 30 years, as the priest told me. . The Inspector mentioned in bis diary that
the Pariahs would really like the thing stopped, but are afraid to_express such a
wish, for fear of the Kullars; but from what 1 learned from a Pariah who had

byt e
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been swung some few years back, I should say they are not willing to have it dis.
continued. In 1888 the villagers were split into two factions, and one of them
put in an application to the Division Magistrate and District Magistrate prayin
for an injunction to discontinue the practice. The PTayer was not granted “and
serious breach of the peace was apprehended, but averted by the presence
of the Inspector and Sub-Magistrate. Since 1 mentioned the circumstance of
this Swinging festival in my weekly report, the District Magistrate has issued the
following order under date t_he toth July 1.899, No. 1132, on the arzee No. 8s,
dated 2nd July 189o, reporting on the Swinging festival at Valambagudi;

““It appears that in 1638 Mr. Gibson, on a petition made, passed orders directing the
Sub-Magistrate of Vallam to see that the celebration of a certain Swinging festival 1% not
revived if the petitioner’s statements were true. The undersigned régards this order as
prohibiting such festivals and now also distinctly prohibits them everywhere : the Sub.
Magistrate will see that this order is communicated to all concerned,”

READ also the following :—

Précis of Orders on the Swinging Festival,
On the 12th September 1853, on receipt of a letter from the Government
Minutes of Consultation, dated of India giing _COVEI‘ to COP}’ .Ofa Despatch from
12th September 1853, No. 861, the Court of Directors reporting the measyres
adopted in British Guiana for the suppression of the Swinging festiyal amon
Indian emigrants in that colony, an order was issued calling on al] District Magis.
trates and the Chief Magistrate at Madras to report on the frequency of the
observance of this festival in the Madras Presidency and the _measures adopted
for discouraging it. The replies to this order have been printed in the bt
phlet—Selection No. VII from the records of the Madras Goy

€lnment,
2. In the order passed on these reports, it was observed that the Swingin

Minutes of Consultation, dated . f€stival appeared to be less frequently obseryeq i
18th February 1854, No, 173. formerly, and that though the suppression of a prac-
tice so revolting in its nature and soinjurious in its effects to those who it-
nessed it, would be perfectly justifiable, the Government hoped that it might be
greatly checked, if not entirely abolished, by the influence of the Magistrates,
aided by the example and endeavours of the higher and .more educated classes
of the native community. The introduction of the practice in any place %hass
it did not then obtain might with propriety be prohibited, and the Ceremony
might be prohibited in any village where the observance led to loss of life. The
‘best method of discouraging the practice must therefore be left to the discretion
of the Magistracy, and the Government felt confident that, if the object of its
interference were clearly understood, the efforts of the Maglstra_cy would be
willingly seconded by the influence of the great mass of the community and more
particularly of the wealthy and intelligent classes, who did not appear even thep
to countenance or support the ceremony.

3. In Minutes of Consultation, .dated 24th _February 1854, No.
Minates of Consultation, dated 24th ~ Magistrate of Conrqbator_e W
February 1854, No. 187. had exceed_ed @he' mtention
entirely prohibiting the Swinging festival in his zillah, and
was requested, with reference to a report by the Collector
ence of two Maniems in that district for the Swinging fe
similar grants existed elsewhere, and the steps proposed f
ing the Government from so ob]ectlonablg a custom.

4. On the 24th July 1854, the District Ma :
Minutes of Consultation, dated 1st tl.le _f_estlval had been ent"-e]y abandoned % his
i district, and that the managers of the 78 pagodas
in the district, where the practice had hltf}ﬁ'}t_o ;l)revalled, had voluntgrily given a
written engagement to 'dxscontmu% it. is letter was communicatog el
Magistrates for information and guidance.

5. The Magistrate of Trichinopoly, in his letter No. 121, dated 18th Sep-
Minutes of Consultation, dated 3rd tember'1854, in aCkUOWIedgmg receipt of the order
October 1854; No. 1117. _ last mentioned, stated that the practice had similarl
been abandoned in that district, the managers of the 18 pagodas where it had
prevailed having given a written promise to entirely discontinue i,

: 187, the
as informed that he

s of Government by
the Board of Revenye
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gistrate of Tanjore reported that
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Extract Minutes of
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11, In his letter, No. 31 of 24th September 1857, the Magistrate of Nell
Extract Minutes of Consultation, TEPOYtEd that the practice of the Swingin feet'ore]
dated 3rd October 1857, No. 1410, had been generally sbandoned o i dltgtngct S’Il;(‘a
was brought to the notice of the Court of Directors in paragraph 4 of Des 1§
No. 8, dated 16th February 1858. patc

12. The Magistrate of North Arcot, in his report on a petition endorsed t
Order, dated 16th October 1837, him by Government directing him to state Whac;
No. 1476- order had been passed regarding the Swingin
festivalin the village of Chary in Caveripauk taluk of that district, stated thatg}ch
Collector had in 1854 issued a circular virtually prohibiting the celebration o?
the festival at all. This was, however, superseded by a subsequent circular
issued by Mr. Bourdillon, in which the orders of Government were strictly fol-
lowed. The Collector proposed that the Tahsildar of the taluk in whichy the
village in question was situated should be directed to limit his exertions to in-
ducing the people to relinquish the custom, and not authoritatively to prohibit it
The Government ruled that the Magistrate should be guided by the circulal.-
instructions issued by Mr. Bourdillon in 1854.

13. The Magistrate of Tinnevelly reported, in his letter No. 73, dated 10oth
Order, dated 24th February 1838, February 1858, that the Swinging festival had not
No. 225 been performed in his district Eluring 1857. Thi

information was forwarded to the Court of Directors. ; o4

14. The Magistrate of Canara, in his letter No. 47, dated sth June 1858
Order, dated 23cd June 1858, No. reported that, though none of the Swinging festivi]s’
765- usually held in the district were given up in the
December preceding, he believed that the practice was gradually on the decline
At one of the places where the practice obtained, the most influential mar; i
_the neighbourhood was interested in keeping up the festival, as the offerings
considerable in amount, found their way into his pocket as Mokhtesar of the
village temple at which they were made. The Magistrate, however, hoped that
the individual in question would be induced to use his influence in the right

Order, dated 15th September 1838,  direction. This report was communicated to %he
No. 1147- Court of Directors in paragraph 6 of Despatch
No. 40, dated goth October 1838.

12 ~The Magistrate of Nellore, in his letter No. 18, dated 1st September
1858, reported that the Swinging festival was not practised in his district during
1857. )

16, The Magistrate of Tinnevelly, in his letter' No. 25, dated 23rd Januar

Order, dated 3¢d February 1860, 1860, reported that the Swinging festival had no);
No. 162, been performed in the district during the previous
year.

17. In his Despatch, No. 10, dated 11th March 1862, the Secretary of State

Order, dated 2nd ‘May 1862, No. for India intignated his approval of the Government’s
534 : action in having authorised the Magistrate of Canara
to prohibit the celebration of the festival in thoroughfares and places of public
resort, and directed that this order should be extended to all parts of the Presi-
dency, pointing out at the same time that, whilst Her Majesty’s Government
had not thought it proper absolutely to prohibit the practice, it was desired that
their disapprobation of §uch_proceedings should be made known as widely as
possible, and the practice discouraged as much as possible, whatever the lgcal-
ities might be in which it was pr.oposed to celebrate it. This decision of th
Secretary of State was communicated to all Magistrates for information ang
guidance-

18. The District Magistrate of .Nellore addressed Government in 1881

Order, dated sth July. 1885, Mo the subject of walking through fire, and Govemmeor:
4 : approved of the order issued by him that in an
cases where it was proposed to hold the ceremony on thoroughfares or places?g
public resort, or where danger to life and property was likely bto result from it
it should be stopped. b :

19. In March 1884, certain inhabitants of Nallamaram, a village i

G. O, dated 14th April 1884, No. Madura dlStl‘lCt, who appllEd fOl" permiSSi%n 1tn
< - celebrate the Swinging festival, were referreg

>
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to the District Magistrate, Madura, to whom a copy of G. O., No. 1323, dated
sth July 1881, was furnished for guidance.

20. In May 1884 and March 1883, petitions on the same subject from other
s villages in Madura were similarly referred
G. 0., dated grst May 1884, No. 1331. to the District Magistrate.

21. In April and August 1889, two petitioners from Madura, who applied
for permission to celebrate the festival, were

G. 0., dated 25rd April 1889, No. 725, and ggth ! '
8 informed that Government declined to

May 1889, No. 1484
accede to their requests.

Order thereon by the Government of Madras.

“The attention of all District Magistrates and the Inspector-General of Police
will be drawn to the course of action adopted by Government in regard to the
“ Swinging festival 7 as indicated in the Préc_ns reagl above, and they W.lll endea-
vour to discourage the practice as far as lies in their power. The District Magis-
trate of Tanjore should, in the opinion of His Excellency 1n Council, withdraw
the order which he appears to have issued on the subject; the policy of Govern-
ment has hitherto been to discourage but not to absolutely prohibit the custom,
and this policy has been approved by the Secretary of State in his Despatch
No. 10, dated 11th March 1862.

e e e

No. 8, Judicial, dated Fort St. George, the 17th May 1892.

From—The Government of Madras,
To—Her Majesty’s Secretary of State for India.

" WE have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s Des-
patch, dated the 17th December 1891, No. 4 (Judicial), wherein we are request-
ed to furnish a report upon the allegation that we took no steps to prevent the
oceurrence of the ** Swinging " tival” which was held in the district of Madura
in September last, and to state v _ather any dnstructions regarding festivals of
this nature have been issued ‘since the dafe of our Order of the 24th August
1800, No. 1418, Judicial. , 5

2. In reply, we bave the honour to inform your Lordship that we did receive
intimation that the " Swinging festival” was to be held before the event
occurred, and we communicated this to the District Magistrate of Madura ob-
serving that the policy of Government was to discourage but not absolutely prohibit
these exhibitions. Upon receipt of your Lordship’s Despatch we called upon the
District Magistrate of Madura for a report regarding the circumstances of the
case. It appears that upon receiving information as to what was about to take
place the Deputy ‘Magistrate of Madura Division instructed the Taluk 2nd
class Magistrate of Madura towarn the inhabitants of the village of Sholayandan,
where it was intended to hold the ceremony, that its promoters would be held
responsible for ‘anything serious that might occur, and the Superintendent of
Police took the additional precaution of visiting the village and warning the
people that Government viewed the ceremony ‘with_ disfavour.

In spite of this the festival was held on the 21st Octobe r in the presence of

"~ the Deputy Magistrate, the Superintendent of Police
* Enclosed fn a letter from . and a Mr. Van Allen, a medical man attached to the
tict Maghtate of e which s~ Madura American Mission. ‘We forward to your
copy Is forwarded igloag SO S Lordship an account ®* written by the last named
copy of 4 o e the same - gentleman, from which it will be observed that the
officer with its enclosuress’ . ceremony passed off m it any serious conse-
quences. e, ol ik y |
3. Finally, we beg to state that we have passed
subject since the issue of our Qtﬁ?ﬁh gted the 2
Judicial. , WA VRS e Lo
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No. g, dated Madura, the 24th February 1892.

From=S. H. WYNNE, Esq., Acting District Magistrate, Madura,
To—The Chief Secretary to Government of Madras.

I HAVE the honour to submit the report called for in G. O., No. 83, dated
14th January 1892. . )

2. The Swinging festival was held on the 21st October 1891. The Superin-
tendent of Police and Divisional officer, Mr. Tillanayagam Pillai, were present
There was a crowd of about 5,000 persons. Two hooks were passéd through thé
muscles below the shoulder blades of a Kallan. This was not done in public
but it is believed that the muscles were first kneaded or pounded to indu}ze in’-
sensibility and prevent hemorrhage. The man himself says there was no pain
He was swung to a height of twenty feet by the hooks to a pole fixed in thepcen:
tre of a car which was then dragged round the town. He was hung for an hour
and a quarter. He was then lowered and given some arrack, but says he had
none previously. His voice was then full and his pulse

, strong. Th :
or no bleeding. The hooks remained in their place and he wgalked :gitxazfn]ll;ge

the crowd. The holes were then large enough to admit the little finger. The
man last swung (twenty-four years ago) was in the crowd. The scars in his

back were distinct. I enclose a letter from Dr. F. Van Allen, a med;
. i ical
attached to the Madura American Mission. ’ e

Dated Madura, the 6th February 1892 .
From—F. VAN ALLEN, Esq.,, M.D,,

To—The Second class Magistrate, Madura Taluk.

WiTH reference to your letter of goth January 1892, asking for .
the circumstances attending the Swinging festival which occuﬁed aﬁﬂrgig]li:?agf

dan, India, in October last, I have the honour to say that | atten :
festival, saw the man who was swung twice before the X ded the said

wards. 1 saw him first at a distance of about ﬁfteeiw;lz:.%cllr;gt?]?sd t(i);ce a}f)ter-
two hours before the occurrence, the second time close at han d’ Thadd 6{) a ou(;
him carefully for about two minutes, this time about five minutes befo y ﬁerve
swung. During the time he was hanging aloft | was #atehing find re Iewaﬁ
the time. On his completing the circuit and being g nearly a

: 1
examined him carefully as soon as he was released from 2;::';31;0 the ground I
I may state that Sholavandan is avilla ;

5 avillage of some 1,20 :
miles north of Madura, M_uch publicity had been give r51 t?) S(t)}lllcles }11%(;;:?5(3\' i:]v.eialve
and the village was filled with a large crowd of 10,000 to 12000 édple S% ‘E;
as I could see tl_le people were well behaved, their only emo,tions be?n ' Sttt
and subdued excitement. The temple g ity

stands in the centre of th
. : : " 3
this stood the car bearing the pole on which the victim wis to SWingtovglPh,isnE::

was made of timbers, was about fifte quare and was supported by

en feét s
four wheels. car was.a large timber, the top

Projecting from the centre of the
of which rose up about twenty feet high from th Aty
bor-actel e pifobdor @ ncls Pont e sy ?O%ro.und. The top of this tim-

the middle and where spliced rested on the point of gthe Exlzgeg?le was spliced in
'.

1
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The distance from the end of the pole where he swung to the ground was
irty-ei feet. .

e relock the man who had been chosen to be swung was seen
s 3'(()1 street on a run accompanied by a shouting and excited
down a S'd.e near the front of the temple and as the man came near
e s St}im }:ngks had already been inserted. This had been done pro-
me I saw e distance away, though it had been advertised to be done
bably in a house Somel They were two iron hooks inserted into the skin and
s ;ht‘iassf:slpo%e on eaych side the backbone and brought together back
subcutaneou )

to back. ? T g_"v
-

coming

Surface of the skin.

Back bone.

Some blood was running down his back.

I could not learn just how the hooks had been inserted but had heard before
cou

into the tissues, cutting down in and
that a curved gougf dv-fsi;g ;):thF)tl}l::sg ef(ci;rmed the hooks were to be passed. Itis
then up a7¢ ou;;l,' . was the procedure judging from the fact that a curved gouge
o lsther with the hooks and ropes afterwards. It is said that the
phs dhons t?igesomewhat insensible by slapping and pounding before the hooks
arts were ma ; to this I cannot say. As the man came up to the front of the
wete put 1. A8 0 to be a splendid specimen of brute strength, though not of
temple he wﬁ Se?s of medium or under size, stokily built and _muscles.markedly
large frame. i ‘;;ths were fanning him and urging to a dancing motion. The
ﬁﬂg'walsil:v?deitly under strong excitement but was self-controlled.
man W,

i ; he car which stood a few yards away, I pro-
e Shes }:u;tr lzgc?:gdt:f;tched them tie the ropes which were attached
ceeded to the \(J:S?hen all was made secure, traction was made on the further end
tothe hooks d he was raised into the air. When he first left the ground he
e e %n dly and the skin and muscular tissues were drawn up from the sur-
winced de CL eckYabout three inches. He had no other support than the hooks
face of hlsk EAS he went higher into the air I could not see plainly the expression
in his bac "but as well as 1 could make out, it took on a dogged or determined
of his face, hps ankles were bangles and in his hand he carried a silk cloth. His
look. On allced except a cloth about his hips and a turban on his he.ac.i. He
ot wast_n his ankles together with a steady cling-cling and kept waiving the
kept bea ll]r'lg hand. These motions were probably to show that he.had not
cloth in btl:: i, ;;hysician. I must say that I fully expected that he might faint
fatl:;eyd’time There can be no doubt but he had strong stimulants,
” :

1 t one mile in
rawn through four streets forming a square, about or
! it Caé Zfatzrdone hour angd fifteen minutes it returned to its starting place.
%Str?:getig time of the ordeal the victim was encouraged by the shouts of the
u : h
pope= : ined him in less than a
3 lowered to the round_ again | examine 1m in les an
: ngef;; rhet &asropes b untie%l- His face wore a somewhat exhausted look
minute

but his voice was full and strong, he answered questions promptly, his pulse was .

d. The hooks were still left in his back, jin fact were not taken out for
good. .
ia::ailnh:t?er Ss.kin and deep tissue, had now torn their way about one-third out.
; d night and
to walk around the town that™ afternoon an
1l ’l;h?nrgigywirsoﬁlethg people for his performance. It is certain that he took
f:rg?quantities of arrack afterwards, for he did so openly.

The hooks, which at first had fitted snugly in the hold in the

,
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Council to the question whether the time has not arr

8

As a physician I am much surprised that the ill-effects on the man were so

small. No ordinary man could pass through such an ordeal without serious
danger to his life.

: No. 15, dated Madura, 26th March 18g2.
From—C. J. WEIR, Esq., Acting District Magistrate, Madura,
To—The Chief Secretary to Government of Madras.

WiTH reference to Government Reference on C. No. 883, dated 8th March
1892, Judicial, I have the honour to submit, for the information of Government,
copies of proceedings of the Deputy Magistrate, dated 8th August last, and of
the letter, No. 454, dated 21st March 1892, of the Superintendent of Police.

2. Tt will be observed that the promoters were duly informed of the feelings
of Government in the matter and warned of their responsibility.

Proceedings of the Deputy M agz}tmte of Madura Division, dated 8th August 1891.
READ—

Arzi, No. 1103, dated 2nd August 1891, of the 2nd class Magistrate of Madura taluk
requesting orders on the mahazir of the inhabitants of Sholavandan, &c., villages’,

praying that they may be allowed to celebrate the Swinging festival which has
not been done for the last 15 years. .

Read—

G. 0., No. 1418, dated 27th August 1890, Judicial, stating that the practice be dis-
couraged but not prohibited.

ORDER.—The Taluk 2nd class Magistrate of Madura will warn the petitioners
of the serious risk they run of being held responsible for an

: thing serious th
may happen by the renewal of the practice. heige e

No. 454, dated Madura, the 21st March 1892,

From—CoOLONEL F. KILGOUR, Superintendent of Police, Madura,
To—The District Magistrate, Madura. .

WiTH reference to your letter, No. 287, dated 14th March 1892, I have the
honour to report that previous to the festival, I went to the spot and personally
co_mmu‘nicated_to the promoters of the feast the feelings of Government,

No. 5, Judicial, dated India Office; London, the r4th July 18gz.

F;om—Her Majesty's Secretary of Stat; for India,
To—His Excellency the Right Hon'ble the Governor in Council, Madras,

I HAVE considered in Council the letter of your Gov?emment, No. 8, dated

i vy .. the 17th of May last, on the subject of the Swing-
Hook Swinging (Churruck P‘fm” ing festival held in the districtl of Madura in Sue)%-
tember 1891, and the instructions issued by you regarding such festival :

S.
2. It is much to be regretted that the barbarous process of hook swinging
should have been practised on the occasion referred to, notwithstanding - the
warning and remonstrances of the taluk 2nd class M

3 - i agistrate and the Super-
intendent of Police; and I desire to 1nvite the attention of your Excellenc;ein
e R , L ‘ ~arrived when, in the interests
of civilization and common humanity, such degrading exhibitions should be pro-
hibited. : : :

3. It is true (as stated in the Order of your Lordship in Council, dated the

o5th of August 1890) that the policy of discouraging, but not absolutely pro-

hibiting, the custom was approved by.the Secretary of State in his Despatch

”n

9

‘No. 10, dated the 11th March 1862, Since that time, however, the practice of
0. ]

i i it i iev found
ingi tirely disappeared, and it 1s, I believe, to be

hoo swmgmg fil;s Talt?eosSti:nl\ll{Zgras. p'}I:)‘his most de'suab'le result has been
onl_yn‘l; abr:Jirght abOFl)lt by the advance ‘n education and intelligence of the people
mal g

TR A A partly also by the judicious action and influence of the officers of
em )

Government. : ; | |
i rhi ecially refer was taken in Bengal in and subse-
A ThengtlorIl te?xc?otﬁhfirsahe inyformation of your Government, a Resohi-
O I 'giltenant-Govemor of Bengal, dated the 15th of March 1865,
dire O'f - h‘lt when necessary, active steps should be taken to prevent the
S ?t,hese barbarities. The Resolution was approved by the Secretary
i (I))es atch, Judicial, No. 36, dated 25th May 1863). It carried with
% t?éﬁ:se&t ofpall the more e;llightened, intelligent, and respectable Hindus, and
;th(te results were entirely successful.

od with the opinion of your Excellency
hall be glad to be favoured with the g
C nc.illasstlo the advisability of now adopting in Madras some such measures as
ou advy )
proved so beneficial in Bengal.

L« SHEE" EPN
No. 13 (Judicial), dated Ootacamund, the 27th October 1892.

From—-TI‘u: Government of Madras, .
To—Her Majesty’s Secretary of State for India.

ipt of your Lordship’s
e honour to acknowledge the receip '

\A{gh hél:ttzedtlth July 1892, No. 5 (Judicial), n which our attentloln was{
'l:r)lf?t?a?i to’ the desirability of suppressing such bParbq?us exhxgxtﬁns adsoptt;él; (())C
ot inging ” 191 <tivals in this Presidency and the a £

o " at religious festivals 1 3 > ad
“l;rcl’gksi:llxn%ﬁbcedure w%s suggested as that followed by the Government of
50

Bengal in and after 1805.

i : t of vour Lordship’s Despatch above referred to, we had
. Pclz.:ftrezlo\;il:lel rtehcef IPE::fooveznment of Bgnggl, with a view to ascertain what
i d been taken in that Province to discourage similar practices therein,
acttorf h? eﬁ uvired of that Government whether any objection to the legality
T adso (W(ilth a copy of which we were furnished) had ever been raised and
e 01'de'rn a court of law. From the information received, it appeared that
contes(tle : assed by the Bengal Government in 1865 were issued under the
L5 i pf section 62 of the Code of Criminal Procedure then in force
rovlsxo)rg/ of 1861). A conviction under section 188 of the Indian Penal Code
(A'Ct'xb ig an order issued'in compliance with these instructions was quashed
1 dﬁso (gxfﬁcigatincr District Judge of Burdwan in 1872, and a re-trial ordered
oy the High Coutt of Calcutta; the question then involved, however, was not
g ehe lge; ality of the order, but as to whether it had been “lawfully promul-
e todt” andgbrought to the notice of the accused. Except in this instance, it 1s
sta;teed that the validity of the orders issued by the Government of Bengal ]h%s
been disputed. Act XXV of 1861 has, however, been long since repea ed,
ne\éerh resent Criminal Procedure Code (Act X of 1882) gives much less
e (:PLocal Governments and Magistrates n dealing with such cases. On
povjerfo ing the correspondence with the Government of Bengal to the local
our're etl;-n-Ggeneraml that officer has expressed the orinion that the_ procedure
A(;i \otceazlqm the las,t-mentioried Province is now illegal, and that section 144 of
sy ¢ Criminal Procedure Code cannot be interpreted to authorize the pro-
;hgiggis?f “ hook swinging ” or any other practices of a similar nature. From
1 i

this view we see no reason to difier.

3 The only means of preventing the recurrence of’such e_:cclhxanons '“frotl}lalicsl;
> therefore, to be by legislative enactment. We consider that, it ¥

apgf:er s decided’upon, the necessary action sho}:ﬂd be takert} l?ydt'he %ﬁvﬁ;‘n;gt
S T ices 1 1 xist in other parts of India a '

= lnd“ﬁ’ ast&:: F’lx:zgcll(;?:c;nu? ‘;)eamsrttli(::dg:.l 7 In this co%nection we desire to_point
S t}? stoms of swinging devotees from poles by means of hooks insert-
out that}t] X Cuscles of the back, and of exhibiting other devotees with hogks
g?xc;nx:getllgsr?xrserted into their flesh, &c., though barbarous, cruel and revolting
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to numanit_\", are regarded by the lower classes . N
pally practice them, as necessary or appropriatgfatchcirgggggiutéortl’ s g
performance of their religious ceremonies. To suppress the i
getber would appear to be in contravention of clause g of Hg:- iav} et ,and alto-
mation of 1858, which expressly disclaims any intention of i ailesftys Proc}a-
'_Lhe religious belief or worship of any of Her Majesty’s sub.em erference with
mdplge in the practices above referred to do so from a reli iodsCtS. i Thosq wh_o
engt}ed to due cpllslderation in view of this Proclamgtion mot(;ve s
?}}lamlon }gbt?'t!'lf leé;llslziéion is undertaken for the suppression ,ofarsluc}:viua:e %
e prohibition s o Stoms
i 55‘ ould be confined to exhibitions openly conducted in publié,

4. In conclusion, we enclose for your Lordship’s Ak
correspondence which has taken place between this pGov%?;unslzlntcgglgs }?f o
B‘engal and also copy of the opinion of our Advocate-General on th that of
whether it is possiblé to prevent the celebration of hook swinging f:st?::lsstlgn
b4

the issue of orders under section 1 f th isti Y,
dure (X of 1882). 44 of the existing Code of Criminal Proce-

Extract from the Proceedings of the Government of Madras, Fudicial Depart
No. 1859, dated 4th October 1892, artment,

READ again the following papérs :—

G. 0., dated 25th May 132, No. ggo, Judicial.

Order thereon by the Government of Madras.

* * * * *
Telegram to Government of Bengal.

« 223, With permission of His Honour the Lieutenant-G i

. : : = -Gover ‘
part.lculari‘of. the attlftude tiakenA by the Bengal Government i:x resrl‘gzrc't k(;;ld:ge t&llegrapk
ooja or Swinging festival. - A large {estival of this i e
i Becsidency 5 ‘ 8 nature is about to take place in this

Extrac{ from the Proceedings .of the Government of Madras, Fudicial Department
No. 1079, dated 8th Fune 1892. i

READ the following papers :—

Telegram from the Government of Bengal, dated 28th May 18g2.

Your telegram of 25th, Churruck pooja. All Distri : X
requ}red to direct persons to abstain E‘on{ hook swi,:z{;;tolmoé‘t%i:rfgis are
public and from abetment thereof. This prohibition is published ever ure in
places where the Churruck pooja is celebrated. Disobedience is pu)rrmisylfa(; gn
prosecution under section 188, Penal Code. It has also been pointed o te h y
Wl;{en 2 r?an bly E?Ok swinging or the like sustains grievous hurt all persorl:s zvl?;
{)a;r ;(?ST: iy to punishment, Copy of standing orders on subject follows

Letter from the Government of Benpgal il
834 dat:inztz.Sth May 1892, No. 1509, Judicial Depart-

In continuation of my telegram of the 28th instant, I am directed to forward

thRIe;?‘I‘u{ido:c cln‘fngggvernment, datea  for the information of His Excellency the Governo
= Ma « - . 3 T
Circular -of Government, No. 46, I COUHCII, copies of the papers noted in the margin

tated 13th August 1872, to all Com- relative t 3 .
e gust 1872, to all Com sw?tw'e to the suppression of _the practice of hook
nging at the Churruck festival in Bengal.

11 E /' 

Dated-15th March 1865. S

RESOLUTION—By the Government of Bengal.

READ again—

The Proceedings of this Government relative to the suppression of the practice of
hook swinging at the Churruck festival.

Read also—

The pr ers on the subject published in the Supplement to the Calcutia Gazette of
t1 . 26th October last, as well as a letter addressed to the British Indian Associa-
t on, No. 5318, dated the 31st idem, and the reply of the Association, dated the

4th nltimo.

e

RESOLUTION.—The practice of hook swinging and other self-torture, such
s banfora and the like, in public at the Churruck festival, which has been
either voluntarily discontinued or authoritatively suppressed in most parts of
India, still prevails in many districts of the Lower Provinces of Bengal.

2. These practices are cruel to those who suffer hurt from them, whether
of their own will or otherwise, and revolting to humanity. They also present a
demoralizing public spectacle and tend to keep alive among the people a feeling
of indifference to the sufferings of their fellow-creatures and to the value of
human life. They have long been discountenanced and discouraged by the
Government and its officers, as well as by the more enlightened, intelligent, and
respectable Hindus. An influential body of Hindu gentlemen has lately recom-
mended that they should be suppressed, and one of the Hindu members of the
Council of the Lieutenant-Governor has still more recently brought forward a

project of law for that purpose.

. The measures which have hitherto been taken to discourage hook swing-

ing, though partially suqcessful., have in many places failed to produce any
erceptible diminution of 1t, and it accords therefore with the .instructions given
£ the Despatch of Her Majesty’s Secretary of State for India, dated the 24th
Februaty 1859, that more decided steps should be taken. Innow adopting such

a step, the Licutenant-Governor is supported, not only by a sense of what is

due to the feelings of all classes of Her Majesty’s subjects, but by a decided
expression of en_lightened ¢pinion on the part of the leading members of the

Hindu community.

4. All Magistrates of districts in the Lower Provinces are accordingly here-
by required, under the powers vested in them by law—whenever they shall con-
sider that such direction is necessary to prevent annoyance to persons lawfully
employed, or danger to human life, health or safety—to direct any person to
abstain from the act of hook swinging, or other self-torture, in public, and from
the abetment thereof, or to take such order with property in his possession or
ander his management as may SCIVe to prevent the commission of the act.
Petsons who disobey any such injunction should be prosecuted and punished

according to law.

g. All Commissioners of divisions and Magistrates of districts in which
hook swinging prevails are further required to make known to the public that
the Government regagds the practice with abhorrence; to enlist the sympathy
and co-operation of mﬂue_nt1a1 landholders and other members of the native
community 10 its prevention'; and to warn all who are concerned, or are likely

to be concerned, in it, that if they persevere they will make themselves liable to

legal punishment.

6. It is to be understood that this order is not intended to authorize or
sustify any interference with the religious observances of the Churruck festival, or
lvith the popular amusements, other than hook swinging and its attendant cruel-

ties, usual on that occasion.



12

Circular No, 46, dated Calcutta, the 13th August 1872,
From—A. MACKENZIE, Esq., Officiating Secretary to the Government of Beneal
&u ik " > >
Judicial Department,
To—All Commissioners.

I am directed to draw your attention to paragraph 4 of the Government
Resolution of the 15th March 1865, on the subject of hook swinging at the
Churruck festival, which, for ready reference, 1s transcribed below :—

“ All Magistrates of 'districts in the Lower Provinces are accordingly hereby required
under the powers vested in them by law—whenever they shall consider that such direction
is necessary to prevent annoyance to persons lawfully employed or danger to human life
health or safety—to direct any person to abstain from the act of hook swinging or other
self-torture in public, and from the abetment thereof, or take such order with property in
his possession or under his management as may serve to prevent the commission of the
act. Persons who disobey any such injunction should be prosecuted and punished accord-
ing to law.”

2. It has recently been brought to the Lieutenant-Governor’s notice that in
a district in which an -injunction under the above orders was published by the
Magistrate in 1863, certain persons of low castes reverted in the present year
to the old practice of running skewers through their arms and tongues and
exhibiting themselves in public; and the wounds which they inflicted on them-
selves were declared by the Civil Surgeon to be such as would on persons in
bad health be dangerous to life. The parties on being prosecuted were con-
victed by the Joint-Magistrate under the latter part of section 188 of the
Penal Code. The conviction was, however, set aside by the Judge on the
ground that the injunction published by the Magistrate in 1865 was not an in-

junction for all time, and that there was not sufficient evidence of its proper
promulgation.

3. Under these circumstances, the Lieutenant-Governor considers it desirable
that all Magistrates of districts should carefully republish every year the prohibi-
tion against hook swinging and other seli-torture of the kind in all places where
the Churruck festival is celebrated, and I am to request that you will issue the
necessary instructions on this point, The widest possible publicity should be
given to the notification,

4. You are also requested to point out to the Police authorities that when
a man by hook swinging, banfora, or such like acts, sustains such an injury as
by incapacitating him in the manner indicated in section 320 of the Penal
Code constitutes grievous hart, all persons who take part in the ceremonies are
liable to be prosecuted and punished either as_principals or abettors under that
section. The exception in section 87 of the Penal Code does not cover cases

where the injury amounts to causing death or grievous hurt and was intended or
known to be likely to cause this.

No. 1079 Mis., dated 8th June 18g2.
Order thereon by the Government of Madras, Judicial Department
The following telegram will be despatched to the Government of Bengal :—

(« | R ;

. o) 230 Yourpte.egram‘ and letter dated the 28th ultimo, . about the hook
swinging festival. With permission of His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor
kindly state whether the legahty of the orders of the Bengal Government reoard
ing hook swinging hz}s ever been .contestcd or whether the orders have c‘:\'cr B
under the consideration of the High Court.” v s come

rAD also the following papers :~
(= 188 §

No. 244-].D,, dated Darjeeling, the 13th June 1892
From—H. J. S. CoTTON, Esq., c.s.1., Officiatine Chief
- el o all 1e ol O 2 ~ '
ment of Bengal, : : ¥ ef Secretary to the Govetn-
To—The Chief Secretary to the Government of Madras
With reference to your telegram N

; 0. 236, dated the 8 A
subject of the Churruck pooja, ’ th June 189z, on the

Pam directed to forward, for the information of

13

3 - Council a copy of letter from the Cominissioner
His Exgellﬁn‘czr] %&&z}’l@fﬁg‘f Z:)f dated 23rd [})L’ﬂy 1872, and ofits annexures,dfl:om
of the Bur ‘ﬁall be seen that the legality of the orders of 1863 was conteste Hlp i
wlpci_l i ¢ and that the orders 2lso came under consideration of the Hig
o aLadd that the circular of this Government, No. 46 of 1 3th Augus}:
Lt tgf which was forrrarded to you with my No. 159-]. D., dated 28t
o el issued in consequence of this representation from the Commxs&
May oo wzs an. and that since the issue of that circular no questions connecte
Sl%r}l,e:h%f (}?;;rr‘zck’ pooja have come prominently to the notice of Government.
wi

,——-—-‘—v—‘

No. 404, dated Burdwan, the 23rd July 1872.

F A. ABERCROMBIE, Esq. Officiating Commissioner of Bun?vfran,
TromTk;e.Oﬁiciating Secretary to the Governmeat of Bengal, Judicial Department.
Q=

i o of Government a case in which the

et hg?gx‘; I.htto tt(;ntrrl{galt(f)oih;e?f%trlxng the se}f—tortur? called “ branforah”
defggiigilsie\:xi?of theg order published bthhe1 %@aglsgga;;% 1?5&1 861\?[ at;gherl 8t6 5e
e 1 esolution ! .
authority ﬁothovesre“ ;anri(ég;vfg:si :mAt the time of the ¢ banfora ™ this y_eal:,
L i S fc? w castes, resident in Kyete and other villages 1n 1Es neigh-
certain persons % Odi trict of Burdwan, reverted to the old practice o rumtx:lpg
sy %1 fheirbarms and tongues and exhibiting themselves in public.
'sll(gw?;s:tt}‘;r:su %rought to notice by a resident 1 the district and the parties were

e

prosecut]id;ppeared from the evidence of the Civil Surgeon that the wounds which
2.

( in bad
infli h lves were such as would on persons in
b accll;se&i :agr;r;{z,l‘t:éeﬁf(e)? tTehrzs]eoint Magistrate of Burdwan, who tried sfll;g
hea‘lth“ ai ozfl o%)inion that the order published in 1865 was an injunction 1S
case, W
by the

ithi i ion 62 of the Procedure Code, and,
i ‘thin the meaning of section ! .
iderlivrlxggtltsgitveiﬁnc of the publication of the oider to be sufficient, he con
cons

rt of section 185 of the Indian Penal Code
i aczuzgghugg :ggmetlgtlﬁirdep?go an imprisonment of two months.
S 1 the Judge of Burdwan held that section 62 of the Procedure
g appia taken to cover a general prohibition and released- the prisoners.
g g de copy of the Judge's decision and to point out that 1t 18 opposed
Y z}ppenf % Ifiyh Court in a similar case which qccurred in Howrah in
B rulmgl % <ti 'es a cgopy of the High Court’s decision in that case, from which
1871 i Oseha; the Court held that there is nothing in section 188 of the
it will be sgen t.hich makes it necessary to S€rve special notice of an o;der on
Penal i ed-“f duals, though the Court’s decision seems to indicate that 1t would
s ve that the accused knew of the promulgation of the order.
B pro{ m this office the Magistrate brought this zeliig v the High
L mst;uctmg_:; roof the Judge, who thereupon recorded (as per copy _emnexed)
e, If)o inion that the Proclamation of the Magistrate in 1865 1s not an
th(a:\lt quovx)smoggg d for ever against all persorflS,hand (tihat there is not sufficient
i : ' the order.
. risoners were cogmzant 0
evidence tha\.l;lt:l;uls be seen that although hook swinging, tongue skewery, &ec.,
h : lft v:‘ been suppressed, yet the Proclamation of 1865 pecomes a degd héi‘tlfr
iy ¢ recorded in this case whenever the order is contravened. e
: tl}e']pdgmfe:lhe ractice of hook swinging and other self-torture has been n
prombltlonfo eg ears and causes no ofience to any class of the people who}s}e
forke oo orlzevbe gonsidered. [ would, therefore, beg to suggest that the
opiion Sh‘?“h ow be made illegal and punishable by legislative enactment.
practice még }: r? be no room for any argument as to the length of time durm%l
TE'E rg w: 1‘1‘1 ortdeer » is to be of force, nor would it be necessary to prove that eac
which a

s promulgated.
person ac uised knew that the order was P g
: No. 22, dated 18th May 1872.
Opinion by A. F. MACLEAN, Esq.,—Officiating ]udge,

at reluctance to in i i 'mpression
eel gre terfere 1n this case lest an erroneous 1M
shoulldf ble producled that thé practice of ¢ banfora” or self-torture will not be

e —_——— -
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punished, but T am bound to see that the proceedings of the Magistrate are
legal. :

The conviction is disobedience of an order which the offenders knew to
have been published with lawful authority by a public servant, or, in other words,
for having practised * banfora” in contravention of an order published in 1865
under authority from Government conveyed in Resolution of 15th March 1865.

The terms of that Resolution are such that it was the duty of Magistrates to
issue injunction, whenever they might thir}k i_t necessary, directing any person
(not all persons) to abstain from hook swinging and self-torture. This seems to
contemplate an injunction or order to be directed to individuals and not to the
public, and it is now established that section 62 of the Procedure Code is not to
be taken to allow general prohibition. I feel, therefore, compelled to say that
these persons have not contravened any order by which they were prohibited
from practising “ banfora” and must be released from further imprisonment.

P. S—If the promulgation of a general prohibition entailed the consequences
of disobedience on the population for all time, I should in this case have been
bound to call for fresh evidence (section 122) to establish the fact of such pro-
mulgation in the village or near the place where this affair occurred. A statement
of the mohurir of the District Superintendent’s office at Burdwan that a general
perwanah was sent out to the thannahs proves nothing,

HIGH COURT OF JUDICATURE AT FORT WILLIAM IN BENGAL,
Criminal Revisional Furisdiction, the 3rd Fune 1871,

PRESENT :

The Hc:’n'ble g i IéEgIsER,} two Judges of the said Court.

Revision of proceedings in the case of Kali Dass Manna and others.

Mr. Fustice Glover~We think that the Deputy Magistrate was wrong in
refusing to go into the case.

The mere fact of the notification being addressed, in the first instance to
the Police would not prevent its being an “ order promulgated by a public ’ser-
vant” in the sense of section 188. The order was sent to the Police for the pur-
pose of being promulgated through the district, and the prosecutor was ready
(as appears from the Magistrate’s letter) to prove by evidence that it had been
so promulgated. The only point for inquiry was whether the Magistrate’s orders
embodying the Government Resolution prohibiting hook swinging had been pro-
mulgated ; and, if so, whether the accused knew of such order, p

There is nothing in section 188, Penal Code, which makes it necessary t
serve special notice of an order on . particular individuals, and except under );ero
peculiar circumstances, it would be enough that they are shown to haye knc 2
of the order. In this case the prosecutor would have to show first i

that an order
was promulcatqd ; and, secondly, that the accused, knowing that it , ord
promulgatec?, wilfully disobeyed it. g it had been so

The Deputy Magistrate will be directed to re-hear the

to those remarks case with reference

(Signed) F.B. KEMP,

(75590 R A, GLOVER
3rd Fune 871, .

———

No 3o.

Criminal A ppeal,
For the reasons stated in my reference, dated §
that the Proclamation of the Magistrate in

3thinstant, [ am of opinion
1865 1s not an order to hold good

o M TP N SRR
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become aware of it or not. 1am
i rsons whether they have ) :

for evgr.agamhstta‘ilf:;e is not evidence that t.hese prisoners were cogdmza:vt};] icohf
of opinion tdathe cannot be convicted of wilfully disobeying an cgleerconVic-
tlﬁat ?(rder ?2 haveybeen promulgated by the Magistrate. [ reverse

they knew

tion and direct that the prisoners be discharged.
(Signed) ~A. F. MACLEAN,
Officiating Sessions Fudge.

29th June 1872

—

From the Government Solicitor, Madras, dated 27th July 1892, No. 306.
rom

ABSTRACT Forwarding the following opinion of the Advocate-General,
BS Y

ted 25th July 1892.
i OPINION.

ter of the “ Hook swinging " festival and of section 144 of the Code of
[In the matter Criminal Procedure.]

i ¢ of Bengal, dated the 15th March 1865,
The Resolution oigﬁfhgfvfgn?fendience tﬁereto, and the Clrgllz.la}x; é\To. }?1]652
the * I"]umtlonsthepx th August 1892,” were all passed and publishe fwsec-
da Calcu(t:ta}, inal I%rocedure XXV of 1861 was In force. The terms o 0%
T (G:Od? flfat gr:(ie were so wide and general that, under it, Magistrates w
tion 62 0

lawfully empowered to promu]gate” the order required, and disobedience of
o aw u y

- ian Penal
h order was an offence punishable under section 188 of the India
suc

- 1 e:

Code, Whlc}.‘ Wait?i;;n(;g;atinc Chief Secretary to the Government of BenI%al

2. 1 t}_nnk t arate e He stated in his letter of the 13th June 1‘892d J( Of
was not quite aB:Cllartment Current No. 2503) that * the legality of the 05 ers 0
<> s epd ina District Court, and that the order also came under uc)ln-
1865 was COﬂteStf{'oh Court.” The legality of the order of prohibition under
sideration of theA ltb XXV of 1861 was not, and could not be contested. The
section 62 of . COﬂiciatinG Judge of Burdwan were that though the Magf'
contentions o 'tﬁe bound to issue the order required by the Resolution of the
trates were Jog? ym they were, by the very terms of that Re§olutlon, not author-
Belcllgal .GSOUV: ;ngeene;al Proclam’ation to the public to remain in force for all time.
ized to 18

i i out that the only questions for the con-
. e C"}lifg?eg;ge}é ?Sggepxsgfaei'hether the Magistrate’s order had been
e Ud : :md if so, whether the accused knew of such order, . :
promulgate . 60, was one of the sections contained in Chapter 111 whl“cfllj !ball'd
"‘SSCtipn'n;r Rules,” and was uncpnnected Wlt;h the sub],f:ct olf . L;l ic
down e gmlt );th in section 63, and with “ Local Nuisances ” dealt wit dm
S e';\xw I think it is clear that the orders of the Magistrates un ler
Chapter XXXh-b-'t'ma “ hook swinging” did not deal, and could not have dealt,
vt 62hpT0 ‘r:)hil?ited as a ““ nuisance.”  They were legal because the terms
wih th?,t t-lgng ‘Eere sufficiently wide to include such ord.ers. ‘ e
O eral provision was not contained in the Code of Crimina
4. A similar gen(ActF}’( of 1872) and is not to be found in the pre;;ellt“(:odei
Procedure B ]872Cha ter XXXIX of the Code of 1872 deals with “loca
Act X of ”18853 onfefs powers somewhat similar to those conferred by s?ctlor}:
nuisances, a\r} {C‘ 861, but those powers are apparently confined to ca(xises 0 Sﬁfm
62 of Act X?:( '191 e object, according to the first explanation annexed to s.ecalses
“ puisances. ’c;e for] pro’mpt action where such action was r}ecess?r)i 1;1 nc =
518, was to provi -h necessity) would come within the provisions of sec 1od gelf:
which (bt‘.“nfg;dsu;ot ‘nclude such practices as “hook swinging = an
That sectio | :
# - o
et This object is carried out in the present Code by dealing with * Bublic
g E

. ers in urgent cases of nuw-
; ith *“ temporary orders n urgent Cast
e T anter X, and with “.te tes’ by these
Rapp et Cll?agt};rp‘(l No new powers are conferred on Magistra y
sance.” M v nc Al
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chapters, and the general power conferred by section 62 of Act XXV of 1861
was not re-granted by the later Codes of Criminal Procedure.

6. The question now_is—is hook swinging” a “nuisance ” within the
meaning of the present Code? That word is not defined, but what the legisla-
ture intended it to mean and include, may, I think, be gathered from the various
matters dealt with in Chapter X. I do not think Chapters X or XI relate to
practices which may “ present a demoralizing public spectacle and tend to
keep alive among the people a feeling of indifference to the sufferings of their

See Resolution, 15th March 18635, fellow-creatures and to the value of human life,” *

or to those which may endanger the life of th A
former alone. It may be fairly argued that so-called * 11%,1 tamirzg i i; :s pger-

moralizing as ‘' hook swinging,” and that polo and parachute descents are at
least quite as dangerous to the life of the players and performers, but it has never

yet been suggested, and 1 do not think that it could be successfull
that they come under the above chapters. y contended

I am of opinion that “ hook swinging ” is not a nuisange within the mean-
ing of Chapter X, and therefore that Chapter XI is inapplicable. If orders be
passed under section 144 prohibiting the celebration of the hook swinging festi-
val, as such festival is not a * nuisance,” the orders will be wl¢ra vires, and there-

fore not * lawfully promulgated,” consequently disobedience thereof will not be
an offence punishable under section 188 of the Indian Penal Code.

7. My answer to the question put to me is that it is not possible to prevent
the celebration of the hook swinging festival by means of orders passed under
section 144 of the Code of Criminal Procedure.

(Signed) J. H. SPRING BRANSON,

Advocate-General.

No. 2, Judicial, dated India Office, London, the 5th January 1893.
From—Her Majesty's Secretary of State for India,

To—His Excellency the Most Honourable the Governor General of India i
Council. e

With reference to the correspondence with the Government of Madras noted
e o s e, 18 the margin, regarding the question of suppress-

gtateéNo. 4 dated the 17th Decem- ing such barbarous exhibitions as “hook swin

er 1891, Koy, i " : -

Despatch }f‘rom the Government ldng atY Tellglous festivals in the Madras Presgi

of Madras, No. 8, dated the 17th enc our 24 o s 7

R ' Ys Excellency in Council will observe that
Despatch from the Secretary of

the Madras Governme g

e nt are advised

?g;ie, No. 5, dated the 14th July opinion that these exhibitions Pl beancrlo}?'x;t Odf
Despatch from the Government of under section 144 of the present Criminal Il)) : (; 5

Madras, No. 13, dated the' 27th Oc- Code; and that if fresh leoi lati . 4 foce ux_'e

tober 1892. egislation in this matter is

desirable, th :
the Government of India. ¢ fiecessary action should be taken by

2. I shall be glad to receive the observati :
cil with reference to this question and to th«:l \;?:;sOfe:fggssggc?ue“ﬁy in Coun-
from the Government of Madras, No. 13, dated the 27th. of Octlgbetr le s]t)eSpatch
ast.

Dated the 4th February 1865.

From—BABU JOTEENDRO MOHUN T H
EED AGO -
Adsoeistion, RE, Honorary Secretary, British Indian

To—The Under-Secretary to the Government of Bengal

I have the honour, by direction of th :

e’ ) e Co " .
So?ll'atlo?l; to ackpowle{:dge the receipt of YOUTnllétttteei O(fft}tiﬁeBnltxiholnd;)an As-
ca glg he attention ofthe Association to the papers on'the & %.S ?0 er last,
at the Churruck pooja, published in the Supplement of theuC]‘E;ctu?tas“(ggzge":‘ltge
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: «tine the opinion of the Association, for the infornfd-
of the 26th 1;1{6“1, 3?dtlzgq‘lj?iZttirc:]:\];:-g%vcrnor, as to whether the time has not
phecs l“am) ractice of hook swinging may properly be prohibited by the
COmE when t]b_l P the provisions of the Code of Criminal Procedure as a prac-
1\1ag1§rat6501‘jl_l'tgrhum£] life and safety’ and as an annoyance (O all educated
tice dangerous |

C it thinking persons. s
- n{;m t b: Eo doubt, the Committee admit, that the barbarous practices
’1‘here o dv and hool’< swinging at the Churruck festival are ah.ke qrue_:l
of boring the ba %ﬁe have no reTicri?)us sanction, and their observance 1s princi-
and degrading: he }llo rer orders of Hindoos. Long usage has, however, given
ally confined o ¢ v\ig\i‘ous character 1n the estimation of the masses, and they

b actices a T€ : : A
mi;?d%fhem with the same veneration as they do those ceremonies which have
reg

the authority of the Shasters for their basis.

i alichtenment has, however, considerably
b progrless (ifiled‘i(t:a:f;y zll)?adsa?d with truth that there is scarcely a single
counteractec. t: 7 {eBc;wal who does not hate these revolting practices a.nd anxi-
S natflw ?heir cessation.  The influence of educated and enlightened
eely WRSEEC 1o whom the Committee are olad to count not a few members of
zem1ndars,_ a.r’no bha.S already gone far towards the suppression of .hook swinging
Ph‘shAis\?ec}S}a‘cot?\’/e estates, and as time will advance, & d the blessings of educa-
in their res .

- will be diffused, the demoralizing exh'\bition§ notut:ed by the Lieutenant-
t(lioor:/ernor will doubtless cease to receive popular support.

: e P o admit that, if the total abandonment
The~Comm;tlﬁt:etoar3éggxgvgg r;:ﬁfz change of the moral feeling of the
DEARE tH S e Wal‘lf them rightly to estimate its degradmg character, the reform
e ¥ qub ‘e);fected within such a reasonable period as the Government
i moliecy tg eof the British Indian Association could wish. Under these
apd the mom crsnd bearing in mind that the practice of hook swinging ha§ been
mrcumstagC?S, atLhe BomeY Presidency by order of Government, and in the
Suppresse 1-111 oy also by the agency of Government, though in a less peremp-
e elr:ag been mooted whether in Bengal the revolting ceremomes
i et 3 ith the Churruck festival should be left to die out by the gradual
s ?ogsee:rgggtwof the masses, Of legislative measures be adopted by the Govern-
?r?:ngt to bring about their immediate cessation.

] ition which this Association does, the Committee are
Oﬁcufny;{]o%lg?) gzzl,t;)sn much for the sake of the credit of the Queen’s Gov-
o] for the sake of the good will of the people towards it, that no alarm
e t0 ly oiven as to the intentions of the Government towards their reli-
may he w;;rtxl °rv‘§;1§ﬁon offered to their feelings, oreven to their prejudices, cal-
ion, ':iorto yroduce dissatisfaction and discontent. The people of India, it 1s
i pre eculiaﬂy sensitive in matters of religion, and it 1s t'h.erefore of
LIS o?tance for the Government to avoid a}l semblance gf interference
i 1rsngr usages which, whether directly sanctioned by religion or not, are
w1.th cust(‘,mt Tin th%if minds with religious awe .and veneration, and cherished
St'm assg_cm. e:shed respect. Hence it 1s that this Association, no less from a -
i f“{“n;lt to Her Gracious Majesty than from a sense of duty to their
b tion veiture occasionally to express their opinions respectfully, but un-
countf)’élllen,re arding measures or proceedings of Government having even the
{rdvedl e;g‘arance to a violation of the policy of religious . neutrality, and to
femote“ ?pp the resérvation of time'-h'onouyed customs, usages, or institutions
cor}tendh or A sfperstitious they may seem in the eyes of enlightened persons,
il 0V?'atled to respect when they are followed so reverently by millions of
e s and fellow-subjects. In fact it has been the cherished convic-
i?“"w'crﬁatg mmittee that social and religious changes must be effected by the
i s of society ; that intellectual and moral development 1s the only
n.atul'al progrfﬁat rogress-’ and that the legal authority of the Government
n}%htlfloﬁg tt}(:e last Eesourc'e of the community wherewith to put down any social
shou

abuse or to promote any moral or religious reform.

ok i ¢ fall within the scope of
ties of the Churruck pooja do no .

: I%;lrte:;};?nga?;;rlvatiom- In the first place the custom is not, as the
e g
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Committee have already observed, sanctioned by the Shasters ; in the second place
it is not followed by the better :nstructed and higher orders of the community ;
in the third place it may be abandoned without materially interfering with po {,'
lar religion ; in the fourth place the suppression of these cruel pract?ces has bgen
effected by many landholders in their respective estates without producing dissatis-
faction among the masses; and lasly, if these practices are now to be t;’)ut down
as proposed with the authority of Government it is not because that the Govern-
ment wishes to suppress them arbitrarily, but because the Government has the
consent and support of the upper and educated classes of the community, those
on whom the ruler in every civilized country naturally relies for the eraciicatior:
of any evils of long standing, or for the promotion of any measure of veneral
usefulness affecting the well-being of the entire community. i3

The Committee would of course deprecate any interference with the reli-
gious observances gonnected with the Churruck, and they are glad to receive the
assurance of the Lieutenant-Governor that His Honour entertains no such inten-
tion. Nor do the Committee see much objection in swinging in itself. If the

mob in Bengal wish to amuse themselves by swinging from the Churruck tree.

without hooking the flesh, the Committee see no reason why they should be inter-
fered with. In Madras, the Committee are informed, the people swing by sit-
ting within a basket, and either this or any other contrivance may be gmployed
by the swingers here for their own amusement. Asa popular pastime simple
swinging may, the Committee are of opinion, be fitly allowed to be contiuned
without violence to the moral feelings of any educated or right-thinking persons.

This festival, His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor may not be unaware, is
made the occasion of a general meld in the villages, where thousands of peo,ple
congregate, make purchases of edibles, playthings, articles of dress, and inter-
change social reciprocities, and the meld, the Committee submit, dererves to be
encouraged rather than otherwise. The continuance of the pooja and simple
swinging, without the attendant barbarities, will render the proposed interference
of the Police innocuous.

The Committee would certainly prefer to see the suppression of the barba-
rities of the Churruck with the aid of the ordinary criminal law to the enactment
of any special law on the subject. The action of the Magistrates and the Police
in the usual course will not cause any needless alarm or suspicion in the popular
mind, while it will not £2il to be effectual, which, however, cannot be confident!
said of any special legislation. y

In conclusion, the Committee deem it due to observe that, while they recom-
mend the suppression of the cruel practices of perforating the body commonl
called bdnphorah and hook swinging at the Churruck pooja, they humbl ‘ms
respectfully hope that the interference of Government may not be extz ded
beyond the prohibition of the baibarities under comment. Perhaps this OE- e
may be well attained by yequiring the District authorities to prevent simply lf}‘it
i?(::\:n;::);cllefyracnces, without interfering with the Poojah and the amusements
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