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CONFIDENTIAL.

GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT.

5th February 1881, No. 281.
Mopla Outbreaks.

No. 22. Read the following papers :—

Petition pﬁrporting to be addressed by
certain Mussulmans, Nayars, Tiyyans,
and men of other castes inhabiting Malabar.

STATES,

That as a terrible outbreak is going to occur immediately in Malabar, urgent
orders are requested to be issued with a view to prevent any lawlessness.

2. That since the British acquisition of Malabar, no European officers deputed
to the district have received any bribes from the natives or otherwise unjustly
acted.

3. That the native officials of the district take bribes and oppress the ryots ;
that though this is difficult to prove, on proof of any instance, the party concerned
gets punishment at the hands of his European superiors.

4. That during the late famine Your Grace protected the lives of innumerable
people at an expense of countless sums of money.

5. That under other Governments, petitioners hear that the subject-people
suffer from great oppression. :

6. That the ryots are aware that such a paternal Government as this exists
nowhere else.

7. That the severity of the oppression of the Malabar landloras will lead to
great disturbances, at which a great number of people will have to lose their lives.
This is a matter of great regret.

8. That the grievances of the subjects are stated below. The property of a
great part of the lands in Malabar belongs to Hindu temples and to Nampuderies
and others who are Hindus.

9. That when such lands lay waste the Mussulmans, Nayars, and other castes
obtained grants on Kanam and Otti rights, made improvements and regularly paid,
besides the annual rents, the renewal fees at every twelve years at the rate of 20
per cent. of the principal sum advanced upon the original grant; that these fees
are pa'd as mere gifts, and not secured in the vouchers obtained ; that these ryots
also pay:the Government revenue and enjoy the surplus profits.

10. That when one has made the necessary improvements upon a grant so
obtained, and when the land and improvements have reached a period when a return
in the shape of profits may be expected, the grantee becomes old and dies leaving
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i ia to rived from such property, when
than

a suit, makes out that the improvements are less

the grantor appears,

s tenth of thewr real m‘. guins over the Munsifs, deducts the value of improve”
menta for Court costs, and ejects a res le family. Thus reduced to beggarys
houseless and unable to feed a number of hungry children,

hesitate to give up his life.
11. That ejectments were rare in Malabar. An hard-hearted landlord who
to such extreme measurcs would soon be killed, and & disturbance would
pell which a mili foree had to be brought, and much money €x nded
istri unsifs,

that within the last two years the landlords, having bou
have comme to oust the lessees, and whatever tghoy gain is
rich the landlords and Munsifs, but

themselves and the Munsifs.
reduces the well-to-do lessees of land to beggary.

ensue, 10 q

12. That such a proceeding serves to en
le oommit«;.in'g riots : all the Hindn

13, That the Mussulmans are the peop

officials and landlords impress this fact upor the European officers of the district;

that there are no Mussulmans holding hi offices or wquai,nted with English; that
the Mussulmans being dec the principal offenders. -

ming offenders and losii;g their

this accounts for

~ 14. But that the fact of Mussulmans becom !
fives is due to0 their being oppressed by Jlandlords and the Nayar officials W
with them. 2 i :

\ . That demolition of mO ues, religious persecution,

g :ﬂords are the causes that have

_ejectment of Mussulmans by lan
‘breaks in Malabar. :

16. That the assassination of Collector Conolly was commltﬁed by some Moplas
of bad character whose continued imprisonment made them despair of being liberated
from the jail.

17. That the former rule

feel extremely dissatisfied with t
| satisfied when they compar®

ment; that the ryots feel sé : \
they enjoy under the British rule with the oppression
this vexes the late rulers and landlords who therefore cause an
and riots.

18. 'That the Travancore Government having been fully persuaded of the fact
of the holders of land being un justly turned out and also persecuted for their religion
by their landlords, have p‘rolniblted the dispossession of lessees, who are, however,
declared liable to pay the annual rent and the renewal fees.

. Thatno riots of the kind occur in that Native State ; that within the last
two. years all the landlords in Malabar assisted by a few Munsifs have combined in
filing eject.ment suits and m obtaining and executing decrees in such suits.

90. That the people having, therefore, conspired to create a disturbance are
advised by some wise men to wait until a representation of the popular grievances
has been made to Government and orders received thereupon.

921. That whatever enactments may be passed, before all such suits have been
decid ces executed, disturbanees and bloodshed of a kind unknown

ed and all such decr .
in Malabar will tak .d that this should not be construed into a vain threat

e place; ar
held out to deceive. By the Almighty God who has created all, p‘et-itioners'aweag
that this wi

led to Mopla out-

rs of the country and their adherents, the landlords,

he subjugation of the country by the British Govern-
the welfare and tranquillity

they suffered before ; that
d foster disaffection

11 be a fact.
99. What the Government ought to consider is wheth
the landlords and Munsifs who are

the sake of enablin '
i wealth, to-subject a great many people to crue
7 ss lives to be lost.

+ 93, Petitioners pray that orders may issue prol
and the execution © such decrees, and orbidding the registratio

effecting transfers of lands recovered by such suits ; and petitioners

er it will be proper, for
comparatively few to
] oppression, and

\ibiting the trial of such suits
n of documents

also request the

one will not, of courseys=

, . .
cruel oppression and
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deputation of an effici ' A

. ent and impartial C oL

against landl P ommiss R

dg?ray £ bl; é’;ﬁ; f;l;h:taz::pensfes of the Comm;(s)snig;,t‘;el;%i‘;lre into complaints

that may be presented to hixI]))s of one anna being required to belffg';ea;id(:a pI:t?{- be
2 1tions

14¢h October 1880.

(No names or signatures.)

(A true Translation.)

(Signed) E. TH
. THOMPSON
Malayalam Translator to éo'vemment

e

0. 23. F7 »

to the Chief Secretary t 2
November 1880, No. 3-7/1 9‘.’ Government, Fort St. George, dated Calicut, 8th

An anon s
b0 e confid g’g&‘ffyplfg;t;‘;;’o ﬁovzviiog of 1880, relating to Malabar, was f.
instructed to hand over the yhi our note of 2nd Nov 1 orwarded
petition to Mr. Logan on hi Prier 1580, and 1
s arrival from furlo g
ugh.

The petition a

: ppears to be the producti §

and contains th x production of som

Yiridloedt: that teh ;)f{{repe_*?te(‘l complamt that the tenanislgl?eoflan.t person or persons

outbreak L € Munsifs side with the landlords, and n]uSt.ly treated b th'

aks occurring in Malabar. , and that there is danger of ¥r l‘i

es
2y

2. Similar petitions w
gk il | Y\ere.pregented to Mr. Stran
MI:;, o inull?g;alonﬁ]r fobr inquiry into the Mopla distlglfbgl?ce . h’e T SunanEd
i e submitting his report on 25th Septemb . lm’ e Datrict g
to attribute th pla outrages that occurred between 1836 O o Sr i
em to the oppression of tenants by landlords (;:11. 133)2’ o

It has alwa

Lt has ys appeared to me that M

by [r. Strange :

agsli e rc(lellsati)argent z;s 1the cause of the outbreaks. %Iiégsi;e zz:' i StlomiEly g0

ofingle s ,gn of the law in favor of the tenant, but arg ched dp not comprise
a cheaper remedy for recovering his rent (para r%l;er R

Th
populat?o;ersggzi Ozf& téleX '%‘(angal Syed Fazil from India and the di :
murder in 1855, but (ishe sulI):;q(l)lfcenltS54, were slp;eedily followed eb;s‘ﬁml%g' of the
to have effectuall measures taken under A r. Uonolly’s
lly put a stop to Mopla fanatici * Act XXTII of

outb  Mopla fanaticism. 1 1854
a:mld :ﬁ:k:uzhat have occurred since that time were theb%e;’ e that the only sesie::;
g 3y rage recently reported to Government. We mO athur outbreak in 1873
aving been almost free from fanatical outbreak:yf;xl.ms congratulate our.
more than 25 3
yearSn

3. The lawlessness of tk i

in 1875 ss of the population found vent i :

combinegn d] 1 1?7 6, but, nearly all the gangs consiste:in afseﬁous outbreak of dacoity
, although the victims were invariably Hindus0 oplas, Nairs, and Tier);

The vigorous measures tak in

The s taken against the dacoits i o

O » g acolt :

leadwectmn of more than 200 and the transportatios ]? 1876, which resulted in the
rs, has had its result. n for life of many of the ri 5

Dacoity has been scotched though probably not killed

The only serious case of dacoi i

o acoity, since April 18

e it i, S e i T S

et toche q some hidden treasure. The dacoits wereoﬁ: ‘ﬁ,m b,
e most .

4. That agrarian di g
isoluted n discontent _stlll exists and ¢ 4
undoubte%?m'$fi t(l)xf fa‘:}itlclsm, as in the case recenﬂ;yreato a;n)é time break out in
oo Tanatiod is 1 the sympathy of the Mopl ported to: Government, ig
e fanatics is also undoubted. pla population is inVaria-bly’o:
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At the same time, T am firmly persuaded that zh" ,9’8:‘;;‘:“50“ igm]""t!ﬁ

eral outbreak. here is no saying Wi g 1 P ealt with. Leaders
gfﬁ““gﬁm were 8 ,and were not, prom tly fng :::etﬁ gph agriouli;urist i
migll:t. then be found for a general rebellion. ear {mn toy expel every Hindu land-

foe to law and order, and would like nothing better t

°d. Our safety lies in the want of leaders, in the want of org® P, i tho
lord. Qur

hemselves, that any attempt at rebellion must end in

faﬂm‘lﬁg ny general outbreak were likely to oceuT, there would be ample premonitory
& .

istance to the execution of Civil decrees, {'efusal on
:{mpmr?tf izg glzls‘otl:’lw: 61:3(811: ifl;lom which their countrymen were evicted, and
e pa

aticism, not to mention reports of informers: all these are

maingi :;ng}ii gcfsvgfxt&?; to think that the individual landlord is far more secure in

Malabar than in Ireland.
5. As to the reality of Mopla grievances. The Mopla trader has no
% athy with the Mopla agriculturist. Over-population and want of capital
o tl{e latter class here as elsewhere cause poverty and discontent. The Mopla
among t a conservative as the Nair. Nothing will induce him to emigrate from
1;{218 tg’;-ea Where his father and grandfather lived and died, there he must live and
e alne;biliby to pay his rent is his misfortune, but does not, in his eyes, justify his
eviction from the land which his ancestors held.

1t i ] hat it was in ancient
6. The position of the teqant in Malabar 1s not‘ W
times. The tvgo main causes which have led to the relations between landlord and

tenant are—
(1) the Mahomedan invasion ;
(2) the judicial system of our Courts.

The proprietary (jenm) right in Malabar was originally in the hands of a limited
aristocracy : the T emples, the Nambudri Brahmins, the Rajas, anc} petty clneft?‘ms
were the only owners of land. All other persons held ona derivative tenure. The
Kanom tenant was regarded as having almost a permanent interest in the land,
subject only to & rent service or a rent charge. He might have to pay fines for
renewal of his lease when his landlord died, or when his landlord urgently required
funds, but practically he was as independent as an English copy-holder ; his rent
was merely nominal, and his position was as secure as custom and public opinion
could make it. This ancient system was first broken up by Hyder’s invasions in
1766 and 1774. The Hindn landlords retired from the country and the Moplas
were left in possession.  Still further disruption occurred when Tippoo invaded the
country in 1788, and attempted to proselytise the Hindus. When peace was
again restored in 1792, when Malabar was ceded to the British Government, and
when the old landlords began to veturn to their country, it was not to be expected
that they would be allowed quietly to resume their relations to their former tenantry-

7. By a Proclamation issued in 1793, it appears that Jenmis were prohibited
from disturbing the possession or claiming rent from such Mopla tenants as had
held as of right since 1766, whilst they were authorised to claim the former rent,
and if resisted, to eject such of the Mopla tenants as had only held as of right
from 1788. This was a rough and ready mode of settling rights of property, bub
it is doubtful whether the tenants would not have been placed in a more favorable
position, if they had resumed their former relations with their landlords.

A practice sprung up among the landlords of requiring tenants to take
renewals of .t-hen' leases at shorter periods than had been usual on pain of ejectment,
and of levying contributions whenever an opportunity offered. As a kind ©
compromise, the Courts adopted the somewhat arbitrary rule that a Kanom tenant
had a right to quiet enjoyment for twelve years, but what was at first intended a8
a relief to the tenant gradually became the strongest weapon in the hands of his
landlord. At the end of the twelve years it was held that the landlord might

3
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redeem the tenant without assigning any reason, on paymen i
i;_nprovements. Thus what was originally by force oF gn;:;ltortn O:l;%ts[:;paens;'txll?;ngz
right of occupancy, was soon converted into a right of occu;)a.nc forg term of
twelve years. No one that I am aware of has ever pointed out tlsxrat the right of
the Kanom tenant to twelve years’ quiet employment is purely a creature gf tl(:
Courts.. Neither in Walker’s Land Tenures nor in Buchanan noryin Graeme’s Repor:

is any mention to be found of such a limitation, hink i
o tther i T840, and I .do not think it can be traced

8. Legislation in Travancore proceeded on a more equitable basis.

I have beside me a Proclamation issued in the time of Sir T. Madava Rao in

1867, re-affirming the principles laid down in 1829 i .
relations between landlords a?nd tenants. g2 the sibjeer ol reciprocal

The sum and substance of the Proclamation is that tenants wh ‘ i
and customary fees for renewal cannot be ejected. Had a si;ﬂ:rpz&?r;:m
followed in Malabar, I firmly believe that it would have checked the rapacit er;
the landlord and encouraged the tenant to pay his rent regularl e

terms of amity with his landlord, instead of resisting him in theycgﬁtﬂ;vf:ﬁg

pleas and defences.

There are, of course, landlords and landlords. The go ;
cultivates friendly relations with his tenantry. But many 0% (:5(11191?1!'11‘(11501‘3 ?ltﬁu
managers of the temples, whose sole object is to enrich themselves ﬁnl()i nts}i ~
opportunity when a tenant’s term has expired.” The right of the ten,ant is thelr
gut up to auction to the highest bidder, and the tenant, whose ancestors have hellgli

om time immemorial, finds himself defendant in a law suit where he has ;i
defence. A Mopla is no match for a Hindu in a Court of law. His for erino
are clumsy forgeries, and he cannot even lie with consistency. The suit is degc':id:(g
against him, and he is ejected. Is it to be wondered at that he cherishes feelineg
of resentment against the landlord ? g

9. In conclusion, I have only to observe that there is no ground whatever
for the belief that the Munsifs invariably favor the landlord at the expense of the
tenant. It would, of course, be very desirable if some uniform system of valuin
the compensation for improvements could be adopted. But this is impossible : 1§
one part of the district the tenant may be entitled to Rs. 8 for a full grown cocoanut
tArze planted by him, in another part of the district he may be entitled only to

nas 8.

The right to improvements is constantly the object of transfer by sale or
mortgage, and to lay down any arbitrary rule on the subject would be to interfere
with the rights of property. We must perforce leave such questions to be decided
by local usuage. The deputation of a Commissioner to inquire into the grievance
of the tenants against the landlords would, in my opinion, only tend to embitter
class feeling and lead to no useful result.

10. T must apologise for the length to which my remarks have run, but
thought it best to Statg}ully the opinion I have formed after five yea,rs: expeIri};iZ:
in Malabar. I believe that it is inexpedient to employ none but Malayalis in
Malabar. A judicious admixture of foreigners is highly desirable, and I have far
greater confidence in working with Sub-Judges who are foreign to Malabar than
with natives of Malabar. The same remark will apply to the post of Deputy Collec-
tor. Tahsildars and Munsifs must, as a rule, be selected from Malayalis, as the
discharge of their duties requires an intimate acquaintance with the manners and
customs of the people. And the selection is almost limited to Nairs and Brahmins.
Moplas are rarely qualified for the post, and Tiers are, for the most part, unable
to command the respect which is due to their position. But even among Tahsil.
dars and Munsifs the gradual introduction of foreigners or, at all events, the intro-
duction of residents of North Malabar into South Malabar, and vice versd, would
be attended with advantage. :
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Pallipuram Amshom of Wallawanad. In this case land disputes are undoubtedly
at the bottom of the affair, “The people who denounce the Moplas are themselves
Moplas, and are probably in secret alliance with the people they denounce, though
ostensibly (in obedience to their landlord’s wishes) opposed to them. The Tempo-
rary Deputy Collector, who knows the parties, seems to think there is little chance
of a rising, but there is undoubtedly a good deal of friction. I do mot anticipate
any general outbreak at present, but the same causes are at work that have led to
outrages and outbreaks of dacoity in the past ; and these causes will, if no remedial
measures are applied, undoubtedly lead to like results in the future in spite of the

tremendous penalties which are exacted from those concerned.
m in his

5. Myr. Wigram’s para. 5.—1 am not quite in accord with Mr. Wigra
views as to the reality of Mopla grievances. What happened in 1875 and 1876 opened :
as already alluded to in para. 3, to the fact that it was not so much against
ck-renting landlord that a Mopla })ears a grudge ; for there is nothing in
life he would so much enjoy, himself, as being in a position to rack-rent others.
What he does feel as a grievance is eviction from land which he has improved
without adequate compensation for the improvements he has effected. How the
thing works is pretty much as follows —A Mopla takes a piece of waste land from a
landlord, possibly he is permitted tacitly to squat on it. Being industrious and
frugal, he very soon makes the place to blossom as a garden proverbially ought to
do._ TFor the first few years no rent is asked for or given; but a time at last arrives
when the improvements have become v_alualple_, and then comes the landlord’s oppor-
tunity. The Mopla knows that if he 18 ev1qted through the Courts hg will get as
compensation, to which he is by custom entitled, only the value of the improvements
according to the customary scale in force in the meighbourhood. These rates are
utterly inapplicable to present circumstances : they were fixed generations ago
when money had_a very different value to what it has at present. For instance,
a full grown fruit-bearing cocoanut tree 18, In some parts of the district, valued

according to these rates at 5 annas¥* of
current money ; whereas its probable
market value would be as many rupees.
Other improvements are valued in like
proportion : so it is not to be wondered
at that our friend the Mopla kunckles
when asked for an increase of rent, and will consent to
ion terms in the hopef of so‘me‘r.}}llin}g1 turning up to his
. oe. on’t say he is immaculate ; far from it: he has probably been
:gﬁr:;?zgggeag;ng} }l:is 1a,n5;1101'd from the day he took the land. Let us suppose that
an irreparable breach has occurr.ed DSt thgq&. .Accordmg W SR
system of civil administration, which encourages litigation on the one hand and dis-
courages it by heavy tazation on the other, the landlord must go to a Civil Court ; and

it is needless to follow the litigation which ensues and which usuall.y ends,' justly
enough, in a decree for eviction with costs against _the tenant. He is outwitted in
the execution of the decree ; the Ameen (for a consideration) makes a false return
of the improvements ; petitions (with the usual mcubu_s of 8 annas Qourt fee stamps
and Vakeel’s fees) have to be filed to set the matter right, commissions have to be
issued, copies of public records obtained, &e. At the end of it all the Mopla tenant,
probably with a numerous young family to provide for, finds himself ousted from
his land, and with probably more than the whole value of his improvements swallowed
up by the costs of the suit. A I?Ioplg, w?o will By urz_mt]h fﬁgrgt. and great

- hout much grudge to a rack-renting landlord, every grain
delays perhaps, but witho 1 gandlord who thus makes use of thengrmts

of h tionate dues, likes to KILL a 1 .
to <;Zfrea§1t3rhli(1)1!:.a 1 :Efx told by the Tahsildar of Ernad that in about 90 per cent.

“of the eviction cases, which are brought to his notice officially, the evicted tenants
are Moplas.

6. Mr. Wigram’s para. 6.
thinking that the Kanom tenan

my eyes)
the mere ra

* One and a-half Velli fanams. s
Mr. Wigram does not mention any fo
rates %ha.n 8 annas ; but in North Malabar,

the rate, in more than one place, is lower
still.

under, if he possibly can,
hang on to his land on starvat

1 cannot agree with Mr. Wigram (para. 6) in
t was to all intents and purposes a permanent
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. il e O Al st adlbanod ; #3{2‘;{‘ not_ historically accurate. I shall only 4 under our administratio resen{ {ho real valte of the fmprovemeniey s, Jias" * A4
S i is equal to the rént, no rent is paid by quote on this subject one extract from S tomary rates no longer T€prefern 7 Hlo tHat #hE logisldbnd R A < s
;.,..;‘.. *}m:?%ﬁnh) a7 P an early report:—* It was a prerogative i ) (3.) The conclusion  seems to me lrl‘tﬁﬂstlﬁ etualath b G:zglﬂ ature A'i'OViS.iﬁ " o
R B 7 = S % T oo, inherent, and is still claimed 1n the Jan- E: therefore step in and render really eiiec © AR0NR W PUEEIT > ‘
o 2T o Litexally birthright = full proprietorship.  mam right,¥ that the Kanomkar should 4 : of the unwritten law. UG T TR :
g st .*— ; . '3! il e renew his Katll)om (fieed after ':he lapse :j g (4.) Any obj ection to doing this on the gt'oun%’s of ;l;agerfe,im% Wi@ exmt; i
: 413 per . of the Kanom amount, besides a certain number of years. he renew: A : : ing contracts could easily, iI necessary,
~ " which | anomkar had to pay “an entire entitled the Janmi to a remission of a E : it would be be surmounted by enacting that the re-
o o mJ s T Eth: C;:‘ vis  fiwed per-centage} om his original debt. b *1 am not st all convinced that 3 WO vised rates should apply only to future
55 Now AR e St ':‘;mu g tof:f The land thus in time became disencum- 4 o contracts. ) ,
| :Et":n—:nzegy istangire Heration i’ tho %te:ra?l{ t'f;!euK ?'r? m:nlz::tﬂ?: ‘fI i o B (5.) There would be no difficulty, so far as I am aware, in fixing an equitable
_unwritten law. . 4 satisﬁe‘dy 2 Leting & el ?:n;o::s 1 . scale to hold good within certain definite local limits for a certain
L8 y : : I would that these rates should
instead of granting a renewed lease with a reduced Kanom.” Under no circum- 9 fixed period of time; m fact, I would propose that these rates shou
S el B S stances, in my opinion, could such Ia. lease 3 be revised penodlcally all over the district, say, every ten years.ﬁ'_
§ Mr, Wigram is quite right {pam. be viewed as a permanent one.§ It may Y The Act should provide for the appointment of Commissioners from
itk St yag.r;tduratgpugi: a%gn:em& be true, though I do uot think that it < () :,Bime to time tg ascertain existing rates, and, after hearing petitions
. 'mm(‘; ,‘,‘;2;1"’““ g % can be historically verified, that in the - and evidence for and against those rates, to prepare fresh tables
> - e old days Janmis rarely evicted their which, having received the final sanction of Government, should be
% Kanomkars; but even in such cases, the question as reg_'argis permanence of tenure i made binding on the Civil Courts for a time to be fixed.
was on the same footing as that of a tenant-at-will left in possession for a long i 1. e Wgans -pi 6 T am unable o aguestith | Me. Wigtehs

eriod. Neither the Kanomkar’s right nor the tenant-at-will’s right could ripen

Y 1 bR (para. 8) in his admiration of the law adopted by the Travancore legislature
into permanency by long posse ?

under the auspices of Sir T. Madhava Row, enacting that tenants who pay their

7. - Mr. Wigram's para. 6.—What happened at the time of the Muhamadan & rent and customary fees for renewal cannot be ejected. I have mnever yet heard
invasion was this :—The Hindu landlords being afraid, for obvious reasons, to any well-educated Malayali approve of the action of the Travancore Gove{ﬁxment ,
remain in the country, set out for Travancore taking with them as much money as . s el BB in that ma(t}terl,l_and I know thatzi . '@f late
they could raise upon their lands. This money was raised on Kanom deeds, and A FEEN  Dewan }?f /0c g‘ I;“z on recotr_ a :ﬂgﬁ
the Moplas took advantage of the position by obtaining Kanom deeds for larger F paper opposing such a scheme .for rohm, e_md showing 'tll? hl' WasTcl?nfraiy_ otz}aJ1
sums than those they actually advanced to the landlords. The moderation of the 9 the traditions of Malabar, and in this I er}mrely agreedm ni::,b o e fac 'lsi e
Moplas inthis respect was a matter of wonder to the officers of the district in . Malabar land tenures are about as perfect in tlui’o'g/ fm gs equi b'te in p{l-mc;p % 12,5
the early days; but it is easily accounted for when one realises that the influence 2 are to be found anywhere on the face of the lf;’ % e,da:cn : noﬁar ! E"r); £ a.ng:h »
of the village headman (Désavilis) was so great and that the lands chiefly belonged - that carried out in Travancore can have any bu ?{ e erlgra ing effect upon them. 2

- or had belonged to them. E What, I would ask, is to be gained by ralllsmg a aénonil enant into a permanent

8. Mr. Wi ' s, ¥ —After the Muh d 0d d v copy-holdel', so far as the purpose now 1n hand, viz., o alleviate agrarian discontent

. Mr. Wigram’s p e Muhamadan period the landlords foun E is concerned ? To answer this it will be necessary to discriminate between Kanom
great difficulty in paying off the large Kanom rights thus assigned; but time, the B tenants who are now rack-rented and those who still have a margin of profit left:

infiuvence of the law Courts, the increasing population, and, above all, the over after paying Jan mi's fees, cultivation expenses, and what not. The e

diminished value of money gradually enabled them to improve their position, until < class would accept, I fancy, as a very questionable boon the proposal to continue
we find them_now in many instances complete masters of the position and able to \ b them on as permanent tenants at a rack-rent. As regards the latter class, they
rack-rent their tenants as they choose. E would, of course, be delighted, because it would, in effect, be raising them from the

9. Mr. Wigram’s para. 9.—I cannot insist too strongly on the necessity 1 class of tenants, liable to arbitrary enhancements of rent, into the class of landlords
that has arisen, in my opinion, for a complete revision by legislative enactment of E 3 able to dictate terms to those below them.. This is no imaginary case; for in Bengal
the customary rates of compensation for improvements. It is the inadequacy of - where, by the Act of 1859, all tenants on Zemindari estates who had held their
these customary rates that is, in my opinion (see para. 5 above) the great lever - lands for twelve years were declared to be permanent tenants ; they now find that

which enables the landlord to bring so much pressure to bear upon the tenant.
The latter is in equity entitled to the full market value of his improvements;
whereas, as matters stand, in most parts of the country he gets only a very small
fraction of the market value. When he is ignorant and unused to the ways of Civil
Courts, he finds too often, as indeed these anonymous petitioners assert (para. 10),
the whole value of his improvements ¢ deducted for Court cost.” « The bigger fleas have smaller fleas upon their backs to bite ’em,
10. Mr. Wigram admits (para. 9) that a revision of these customary rates £ The smaller fleas have lesser fleas, and so ad infinitum ™ ! I'!
is desirable; but he thinks that it would be impossible to adopt an uniform
system of valuation, because the rates vary so much in different parts of the district,
and the right to improvements at those rates being frequently the object of transfer

these permanent tenants have other tenants below them whose condition now
requires to be relieved. If the same principle is again acted on, a few years hence
the evil will once more arise as soon as the pressure of popalation on the soil has
increased to the requisite extent and the sub-tenants have found sub-sub-tenants
to rack-rent. Action in this matter reminds one of the famous couplet—

,4‘,'-_ - A ey "-.7 ‘v.“,A: '
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shown me that nati
Aves who are b
: ound down by tangible security for good conduct are as much

emsely 4
selves. Regulation 1X of 1822 is & dead letter in Malabary

official, exce,
- ept the Kolkar, on entering on his duties is boun to

g;f sohe tangible secarit i l
. ty fo h.
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reclaimed from the waege. © ™ 1he B s et i P Pt
sobd er’s head or the garden which the old father
. :
. . *
(Signed)  W. LOGAN,
Distriet Magistrate, Malabar.
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o L 0g o “ good_determ Magistrate out there”.
he h 13"0 the Temporary Dgputy Magistrate P. Karu
Singylay, O08 8t present, the Spect

n : a
terbotham, who is provided for in & senior appointment.

longing for final orders on My
demi-officially on the subject.

Wigram and myself for repo €
no objections please send me the origind

possible. -

No. 26.

-

No. 281.

keen sp Mman.hjuthommw: caperate
same disposition aa Atlan Gurikal who

lPlighh and they must just make the best of it.
don't expect) against the Adigari and Chek in

cases, we will, of course, act upon it.
me to the last poin ¢ which 1 wish to bri

tocab Assistant Magi
¥ able man, whom | selected to put down the

ved the thanks of Government. It was he ﬂ:’o& ‘

ge, and it is his confidential on
usal. would l'lt.hﬂ'

division than any of the junior men of our service
n

- then please send me a really - . b
erwood who is to Join

Taluks.
: Magistrate will have to
ter like Chek, the Magistrate Fh oo o

ed .charac K
i up. his mind,

In dealing with & determin

, . see their way to app
I trust the Governml:mt w{l: dlo - and tenant complio&tlonﬂv f
- arrived at, We ghall never

d with some alteration in the law as regards taking up land for

d burial grounds, I should feel at ease- . |
4 burial ground cases have r?oently come 4

reports on this subject ; 35 A

This letter has run to a gre ¢ length, but I thought it best to write to you

j -

” tion sent down to

that the anonymous mtllmm. If you have _

trace the handwriting if . :

$

f the quest.ious 8

With that an

Two mosque an
P.S.—T1 have a shrewd guess

. ' é , Esq. British Resident in Travancore and
From A M i gy Government, Fort St. George, datcd

Cochin, to the Chief Secretary to

Cochin, 19th January 1881.
to forward my O inion, as called for in G.0., January 8th, j p
. 1;?‘78 ;1(1;9 ot:xotl,]}f: subj?ectf of an yano%ymoég .peti.bion from some inhabitants of
}ﬁlli, ro'da,t, ; ber 14th, 1880. The petition 18 herewith returned, tOget}'wr
witl? t,?u; original reports of Messrs. Wigram and Logan.
9. 1 shall, for convenience, follpw the order adopt

dealing with the various questions raised. -

ed by these gentlemen in



B e

Juprciar Dle. 5t Fesruary 1881, No. 281.

satisfod thag e, 1€, the essential nature of Malabar Mopla outrages, T aih perfootly”
satisfied that they are agrarian. Fanaticism is merely Shs Fasfenicaed) Suge whioh o
~ao terrorism of the landed classes is aimed,at. . Tho tools are Iade.of from 16 ta 20
years of age, who are taught that they must never survive the perpetration of an
outrage but must die fighting. this means the security of the influential

o e Sy s behind, pulling the wires, is greatly promoted, and this,
coupled w e unwilli of Pw b e evidence, renders a conyic-
tion by direct evidence imgptfs‘:{)le Oo-rehgaomststo g -

. 4. Tattribute the com tive immunity that the district has enjoyed from
this species of agrarian outrage sin:eufég‘;nﬂégﬁhﬁ,lw which enables Government
to deport to a distant place of confinement those who, from circumstantial and othey

: regarded with moral certainty as the instigators, and to fine up to an
unlimited extent all Moplas in the nei Cy WRCIT OPen Sympathy ang

criminal complicity bein bsol to the successful cappyi '
such deaigns.p g absolutely necessary to 'ying out of

. 9. The next point to be touched on is whether there is ground to ;
?.hn} petition or from other causes that a general outbreak ;S:‘to be ﬂppzzizlmlg
immediately or in the near future, T will at once say that I should not expect the
Warning to come in this shape, and I would go further and say that I do not think
there is the least cause for apprehension of any general outbreak.,

6. An outbreak of the ordinary type may oceur any day,
combine, under secret instigation, to murder a prominent land-
down by ‘the European troops. The Mopla community at la
and carefully avoid the slightest exhibition of Sympathy, and fo
the Hindu landlord will be far more chary of evicting his. Mo
time, however, the usual sense of security will return,
no force over his own interest. -

As to grievances the only one which I hold: as valid js the insufficiency of the
compensation awarded for improvements. I fully concur with the views expressed
by Mr. Logan on this point, and I think it absolutely necessary that some effective
means should be adopted for preventing the evasion by the Courts of the award of
compensation for improvements, because that is really the effect of valuing them at

obsolete rates, both as regards the cost of effecting them, and the market valye,

It is obvious that this system offers a direct premium to landlords to evict
tenants. It is altogether an abuse of the term custom, because in maintaining g
custom in regard to rates the fundamental custom of compensation wasg abandoned,
The tenant does not receive the equivalent for his expenditure, nor the means to
enable him to purchase a lease elsewhere, whilst the landlord is not under the
obligation to pay full value to the out-going, whilst he can and does receive it from
the in-coming tenant.

Mopla outrages have hitherto been virtually confined to the two taluks of
Ernaad and Wallawanaad. Here the breadth of land between the sea and the foot,
of the ghauts is greater than elsewherg, the country is more isolated and purely
agricultural, and the surface consists of alterna.tmg hill and valley of great
picturesque beauty. As a rule, every tenant lives in a d(::ta,ched house in a park of
his own making, and has to his hand every thing he requires for his livelihood.

To give him in case of eviction full value is, I consider, no ipterference with the
rights of property, but bare justice, the witholding of which is only too likely to
cause him to take revenge.

I quite agree with Mr. Logan that nothing would be gained by any attempt
by law to convert occupancy into a permanent tenure. .It': 15 true the measure was
adopted in Travancore, but not without inflicting great injustice. It so happened,
however, that the State was in such or much more buckward Position that the blow
was not felt as it would have been in a more advanced community, In Malabar when
full proprietary right has been admitted for over half a century, affirmed in repeated

A dozen lads will
owner and be shot,
rge will stand aloof
ri sotme years to come
Pla tenants, Afte
and the landlord will recognli‘sz

-

r 1881, No, 28k, 15

‘ v
g B

- e

o ————— T [ SR g

‘ ‘l '- ‘»“ ~ r ._-\ . u_a.l P » - - =
i decrees of t “Council, and  ac ted on by Government in to thirty
s lakhs W 'h of es s sold by'Government; the question of M:?M cancelli 'n;w that |
g ﬁwg-“?ﬁ%gf% casual occupant seems one that cannot be mooted, except to be

-8
e -
-
T
nantry

T position ;sftlfe Mopla 3 PR e e
mean;hopel*psn’,‘or" yto drived houn' %;a :l‘:;n when cﬁb!gd.u by no.
... There is plenty of unoccupied land sti in_reach, and the gold industrv
which is now receiving such an itpetus, will' give occupation ¢ Igﬁ Industry,
- “directly and indirectly. R 7% Blve occupation teo t s dﬂ.b@?h

. e ‘A - , 3 »_ 3
The Mopla is an excellent s_u*ct,‘bgt must be ruled with rigid Savwig;'y: NG e

~  He is ineapable of regarding eoncession as dictated otherwise than by conscious £ . o
weakness ; whether as landlord or%d’e;j?a exacts the last farthing, . : o o !—,.p- 2
*  “claim to be otherwise dealt with himself, Jor, in my opinion, oug]::ie to be. il g% T

I have necessarily been brief in these remarks, having received you}'téleg'rgm

requesting me to expedite my report, I only received the papers five days a
: we}?ﬂg herf on circuit, and have no means of referring to many documents I sho§3

4

have liked to peruse before sending it in.h

- ; " . -~ e v - 5 ; l‘g
. . > 7 . = . > . _'f-\r_ 5 g 5
g No#Q7.u OgpER THEREON, 5th February 1881, N& b T2k A
L . . - . e i
& These reports submitted by the present Collector, al 58 ) strict Judge of -
Malabar, and by an officer who was for some years Collector trict, show that
while there may be no immediate reason for apprehendy A£G and extensive 2
disorder in Malabar, still there existsin some taluks an a . jjousagrarian P
‘discontent, which, if not inquired into and promptly and {&0 S Smoved, may o e
-at any time assume proportions fatal to the peace of that paad dfie country. ” :

2. With a view to a thorough investigation of this and other gt;iavs,( - /. "
complained of by the people of those districts, the Right Honorable the G gor in .
Council, in G.0., dated 25th January 1880} No. 170, notified the selection of
Mr. Logan, the present experienced Colleetor. of Malabar, as Commissioner, to
X inquire and report upon all matters, referred to him, and it now remains to define
b . the duties on which he will be specially employed. «

g . 3, Mr. Logan, while using his own discretion as to other matters which call . v
for inv:estigation, will specially inquire into and report upon— = A

! (1) the general qugtion of the tenure of land and of tenant right in Malabar,

B - and the allg insufficiency of compensation offered by the landlords

and award€d Tor land improvements made by tenants ; : k. 8.
. ion of sites for mosques and burial grounds, with suggestions i
. & e @ thefg;l :sg(:;s?:i‘b rendering the grant of such sites compulsory under .
ot W e . certain conditions if such a measure appears to him called for. * ’ 3
; M e will ’ it his views as to the best means for redressing any exist-- A S
g grieve Bt opinion, well founded, and which, after due of zr Jg
inquiry, hgis % Wpssed, and will suggest appropriate remedies. R N
4 IRG “W on this special duty, will drgw his full salary Eary i
and tentaga i entirely from . _— ¥

- WCollector, and will be rel

ved>lishment as he

To W, Logan, Esq.
» the Revenue Department.
& 54 the Accountant-(iuueral, (para. 4).
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