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CONFIDENTIAL.

GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT.

Reap—the following papers :-—
Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated 21st April 1883, Mis. No. 3344.

Read—the following petition from D. M. KANAGARATNAM PILLAI, late Head
Aceountant in the Salem Collector’s Office, to the Honorable the President
and Members of the Board of Revenue.

Most RespecrrurLy Snowers,—That your Honorable Board’s humble petitioner
had been employed as Head Accogntant in the Salem Collector’s Office, from Decems
ber 1879 up to 10th January 1883, on which date he was suddenly dismissed by the
Acting Collector of Salem, on the giomzd that he had given false evidence in a Court -
of Justice (vide Collector’s Takid, No. 89, dated 11th January 1883, enclosed).

The circumstances under which your petitioner was dismissed are as follow :—

9. In October last, your petitioner was cited as a witness by one Komara-

swamhi.Ayveu, who was charggd by the Additional Sessions Judge of Salem, in Calendar,
No. 1 of 1882, with the offence of lead.mg th9 mob that destroyed the Shevapet
Mosque on the 16th of August last, and with having taken a leading part in its destruc-

tion. He was then an Accountant in the Collector’s Office, working under your

setitioner in the Account Department. It was alleged on the side of the prosecution
that he was present at the mosque at about 12-30 P.M. on that day, and the prison-
er’s contention was that he was the Collector’s Office till 3 p.a.  He cited your
petitioner and some other clerks in the office to prove his alidi.  Your petitioner

being asked to state on oath what he knew of the matter stated, what he then believed
and what he still believes to be the truth, that he saw the prisoner in the office till
nearly 1 P.M., and that he recollected having seen him a little later on in the day.
As a Christian and an honest man, your petitioner l}ad no alternative but to state what
he thought was the trutl}, when asked to state with the Bible in his hand as to the
sresence of the prisoner in the office. The exfl.dence of your petitioner was corrobo-
rated by the evidence of the other clerks examined for the defence, and one of them
Strinivasa Ayyengar went even beyond the time given by your petitioner and stated
that he saw the prisoner at 2-30 p.m. There were also others ‘who could have
deposed to the same facts, but th_e.y were no’c'e'xa.mlned as the _Counsel for the defence
thought they had ah:eady established the alibi to the satlsfa_etmn of the Judge. The
ovidence of your petitioner and the other clerks was contradicted by one Ranganatha
Row, a District Court Pleader. He, after the whole case was over, was put into the
box as he was kept in readiness for the purpose by the Muhammadan referred to below,
and deposed that he saw the prisoner leave the office at 12 A.m. The Additional
Sessions Judge of Salem .and_two of the J udges of the High Court, who tried the
case on appeal, believed his evidence and convicted the prisoner. One of the J udges,

" however, believed petitioner’s evidence and was even pleased to characterize him as a

more respectable witness than the Vall;il. It is_ no doubt improper on your petitioner’s
part to comment on the judgments of the Additional Sessions J udge and High Court
Judges. But as he has been harshly dealt with, when he is wholly innocent, he is
compelled in defence to himself to state the points which would prove the absence of
any motive on his part to utter a falsehood and thus remove the stain that has been
thrown on his character. Your petitioner is a Protestant Christian by birth, and is a
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graduate of the Madras University. He is a native of Jaffna. ;
at Salem only for a few years, and that only since he has been e}?ni,lg;:dbeellltsz}’mg
be even for a moment supposed that the petitioner could expect to g:;in i t’ﬁﬂ?t
by uttering a falsehood on l{ehalf of his own subordinate, while the fear of comn)ly'tt' 2
o sin before Gop and defeating the ends of justice, not to say of incurring the d1; lmg
sure of all honest men, among whom are his own superiors, must be considered plea-
whelming motives on the other side. Your petitioner had all these thin iovil".
mind when he gave his evidence, and to say that he had risked all this simpl gston '
a man who was not in any way connected with him, who belonged to a diﬁer}:ant save
religion and country, is to say what your petitioner respectfully submits, no bod race,
believe. Ranganatha Row, the witness whose evidence was believed, Was a Vakyﬂctfln
the prisoner, and was by when an affidavit was prepared to the effect that the pri i
was in the office till 3 e, which, if his evidence is true, he knew to be I; rfsmﬁzr
false. According to his admission he refused to defend the prisoner, not be%a - hY
had set up a false case, but because his fees were not paid. He was escorted 1;:9 3
“from Court the wl_lole time the case was proceeding by a Muhammadan who ;1; d
exg,rted his u!;most in having the prisoners punished. He did not volunteer to gi
evldgnce t}]l it became apparent that-such evidence would create the liveliest sen gw‘;
gratitude 1n the minds of the prosecutors and prevent the possibility of his sharin set}:)
doom of Vijayaragava Charri, the other Vakil, who defended the prisoners T,ﬁ{- 3
“the part he at first did in the defence of the prisoners and having before Yo the fmtg
.?f a co-Vakil (Vijayaragava Charri), who with Ranganatha Row took a prominent a i
in the defence of those charged with rioting, it is mnot at all singular that he sh palrd
have thought of gaining the good will of the prosecutors by giving a sto w(l);'l A
~agreed with the theory of the prosecution. His conduct in the beginnin ryand if
subsequent statelpgnt clearly stamp him as a person whose word cannot gbe veli 13
upon. Your petitioner respectfully submits that his life should not be blasted m: l(;
because such a man has made a statement contrary to that of your petitioner i

3. The portions of the judgments of the Sessions Judge a

High Court which bear on the subject, and which are appefdedn%:iiohvegﬁdo?he
that the Judges did not characterize your petitioner’s evidence as false. The us =
mously characterize him as respectable, but merely say that, in the confusigrn nﬁl.n}'l
prevailed in the office, your petitioner may have mistaken the exact time wh:; :fl
prisoner Komaraswami Ayyen left office. Your Honorable Board’s humble petiti ¢
respectfully submits that the statements in the judgments with l'eferencg toloner
petitioner’s evidence are not such as to justify the act of the Collector in assuri?ur
that your petitioner wasa perjurer and dismissing him and thus blasting his pmspégé

for life.

4. Your petitioner also respectfully submits that he alone, a

gave evidence in favor of the prisoner, was singled out for disxﬁisgﬁng&?ifvﬁo

clerks who, as already stated, went beyond the time specified by your petitioner w :

merely transferred from the Collector’s Office, and nothing has been done to the othears
Tf the Collector did really believe that petitioner’s statement was false, much more

<o should have been Strinivasa Ayyengar’s. :

5. TFurther, your petitioner begs to state that no explanation was taken from him
nor was he given an opportunity of defending his conduct before orders were passed’.
for his dismissal. This, your petitioner submits, is opposed to the orders of the Board
and Government.

6. To prove the petitioner’s good character, he begs to enclose testimonials from
Messrs. Crole and Stokes, under whom he had served almost the whole of the time he
was in the Revenue Department ; and to whom the petitioner begs reference may be
made, if necessary, before any final order be passed. These testimonials, the petitioner
begs to submit, were given by the abovementioned gentlemen knowing full well all the
particulars of his dismissal.

7. Your Honorable Board’s humble petitioner humbly begs therefore that the
order of the Acting Collector may be cancelled, and your petitioner restored to his st ;
for which act of justice and kindness your humble petitioner will ever pray. St
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Petition from M. GOVINDASAWMY CHETTI, lately an Accountant in the
Collector’s Office, Salem, to the Honorable the President and Members of
the Board of Revenue, dated Tth April 1883.

Most RESPECTFULLY SmowerH,—That your petitioner was lately an Accountant
in the Collector’s Cutcherry at Salem, and was, all on a sudden, dismissed from his post
by the Acting Collector of Salem on the 11th January 1883 on the ground (as alleged
in the order of dismissal, dated 11th January 1883, herewith enclosed) that he did not
give information regarding the riots which occurred in Salem. That your petitioner
was not called upon to give any explanation as to whether he had any information to
give and whether he wilfully withheld it, and that your petitioner was condemned
unheard. This procedure, your petitioner begs to submit, is opposed to the repeated
orders of the Board and Government.

9. That your petitioner rose by degrees to his present position;

first employed as a Gumastah in the Ahtir Taluk in 18'17) 2; thatlzgsicé??%’htehgashzra:?
ferred to the Huzur Office, and that since his transfer h,e was employed, up to June
1882, as a clerk under several Assistant Collectors; had to travel freqilently from
station to station without remaining at a particular place for any length of time ; and
that he has always acquitted himself to the entire satisfaction of his superiors’ his
character having been uniformly free from any blemish whatever as will be seen ’from
the enclosed testimonials; that since June 1882, up to the date of his dismissal by the
Acting Collector, he was working hard in the Account Department of the Collector’s
Office sometimes from 7 o’'clock in the morning till 6, and at other times from 11 A.x

to 6 p.ar. ; and yet your petitioner regrets to state that his long and faithful servioes
for twelve years came to nothing in consequence of his sudden dismissal from his post
based on no ground at all, and without an opportunity given him to establish his
innocence. ‘

3. That your petitioner begs to assure the Honorable Board (which he is read
to prove if required) that he has no common cause with the alleged ringleaders no{
did he know anything of the alleged conspiracy ; that he is in no way related to an

of those who were charged with it, and that no reason can be assigned wh ou};
petitioner should feel himself interested in it; that your petitioner is perfectly yat g
loss to see why he should be suspected of any knowledge in the matter and layments
that the privilege of hearing first before dooming a person, which is aooosdal wienie
criminals of the darkest dye, was refused to him, and that he was thus punished on
mere assumptions and conjectures.

4. The High Court having in the ringleaders’ cases expressed the opinion that
officials could not have been cognisant of the hatching of the conspiracy ; and that
the conspiracy was developed towards the end, 7.e., one or two days before the demoli-
tion of the musjid, and this also being the theory of the prosecution, your petitioner
submits how impossible it was for him, holding a low ministerial office, to know
anything of the conspiracy. This will also be clear from the circumstancé that the
Superintendent of Police, who was in charge of the ringleaders’ cases, when called
upon to explain the delay in bringing up the cases for investigation, ¢ says that the
conspiracy was kept most secret.”

5. That your petitioner mot belonging to the Executive Department it was no
part of his duty to keep a watch on the doings of other people; that hi ol
duties kept him in office almost the whole day, and that your petitioner had neither
the leisure nor the means to obtain any information, and that had the existence of such
a conspiracy came to his knowledge, he would have, as in duty bound. intimated it t
the authorities. ) 0

6. That to punish your petitioner in this way by assuming that he should ha

known of the conspiracy on DO proof and without any explanation asked, especi 1‘{6
when your petitioner had enough of work to attend to from morning to ,evegﬁnm ty
task all his energies is, your petitioner begs most respectfully to submit manifg tlo
unjust. ) oay
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7. That your petitioner begs to recapitulate that the order of dismissal is based
on no proof, but on vague conjectures; that no opportunity was afforded to your
petitioner to explain away the unfounded charge preferred against him ; that the
secrecy of the conspiracy was aceepted even by the High Court, the highest tribunal
of the Presidency ; that there is no evidence to show that the officials had any know-
ledge of it, or had complicity in the alleged conspiracy ; that the secrecy of it was the
postulate on"which the prosecution itself proceeded ; that your petitioner, who had had
twelve years’ service uniformly good, free from every possible stain, would never dash
away at one mad stroke all his brilliant prospects, but would have tried his very best
to have secured the patronage and favor of the authorities by giving them timely
information had he known of it, and pave the way for his promotion, and that your
petitioner most humbly prays that, under the circumstances above detailed, his case

may be graciously considered, and that the Honorable Board will be pleased to restore
him to his post.

Excrosures,
Copy of the Testimonials.

Govindasawmi Chetti has been employed as clerk in the Assistant Collector’s Office from
January 1877 to March 1879. I have much pleasure in certifying that he isan excellent clerk.
There was great pressure of work of various kinds during the famine, much administrative work
and correspondence, when he did very well. He is a good clerk for Magisterial work. He wants

more smartness for punctual despatch of returns, answers to references, &e. He is remarkabl
free from the fault of often wanting leave on account of gickness, &e. thy il

Sarey, . (Signed) W. H. WELSH,
10tk April 1879. Ag. Head. Asst. Collector,

SURAMANGALAM,
8th January 1880.
The bearer Govindasawmi Chetti served under me for a short time as Head Clerk on 40 Tupees.

He is an intelligent, painstaking, and hardworking young man ; has a fair knowledge of English ;
is well up in the routine of both Revenue and Magisterial work ; is always anxious to please his
superior. I believe he is trustworthy. 1le gave me entire satisfaction.

(Signed) T. PATTAHBIRAM PILLAT,
Temporary Deputy Collector.

Petition from T. MUTHUSAWMI CHETTI, residing at Salem, to the
Honorable the President and Members of the Board of Revenue, dated Sth
April 1883.

RespecrrurLy SHoweTH,—That petitioner was lately third shroff in the Collector’s
Office at Salem and had held the appointment for four years,

That his great grandfather, grandfather, and father had successively held the same
appointment for upwards of seventy years. .

That the family had uniformly borne a good character in the said service, and had
discharged its duties to the satisfaction of successive Collectors of the District.

That, on the 11th January 1883, petitioner was informed by the Collector’s Takid,
No. 66, General (copy herewith filed), that his services were dispensed with on the
ground (as therein appears) of his having failed 'to give information in respect of the
riots in Salem of August 1882. :

That petitioner deeply deploring the misfortune entailed on him by the said takid,
begs to appeal to your Honorable Board for a gracious consideration of his case, and to
urge as follows :—

(@) There was not any evidence of any character or any ground for suspicion in
any degree that petitioner was possessed of any information to give to the
authorities touching the conspiracy or the said riots to which it led.
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() That petitioner had nothing in common with any of the communities who
were interested in the litigation about the musjid that preceded the riots,
and that he naturally had taken no interest in 1t.

(¢) That petitioner belongs to the Komattee caste, a section as removed from the
agitators concerned as Brahmins, and remarkable for its absolute non-
interference with disputes of all kinds and characteristic timidity.

(d) That he is only a youngster of twenty-six years, and is entirely subordinate
to elders in the family consisting of father and brothers, and is therefore,
in the last degree, likely tobe in communication with outsiders upon social
or other subjects. :

(e) That his official duties as shroff exacted his closest care and attention, and
his early hours of attending and late hours of leaving the office scarcely
allowed him any time for interference or concern in other matters and
much less so considering his youthful inexperience and subordinate posi-
tion in his family and considering the gravity of the matter touching
which he has been now held accountable.

(f) That on the very day of the riots he attended office at 10' a.x., and did not
leave it before 5 .M.

(¢) That the proceeding of the Collector above referred to, took for granted his
knowledge in so grave a matter and condemned him, and in doing so
denied him what has been so formally and ceremoniously conceded to the
very offenders and ringleaders in the case who were charged and tried
before a constitutional tribunal and were allowed to carry their case in
appeal before the High Court. . : ;

(k) That his thorough ignorance of the conspiracy in question and his conse-
quent utter inability to afford information to the authorities is not a
simply professed fiction, will be patent to the Honorable Board if it looks
at the expressed opinion of the High Court and the theory of the prose-
cution in the case that the officials could not have been aware of the
conspiracy to destroy the musjid, it having been the work of one or two
days, and at the explanation of the Superintendent of Police for delay ir.
bringing ringleaders to justice that ¢ the conspiracy was kept most
secret.” AL :

(1) That the duty cast upon petitioner to give information such as he is charged
with not having given, being one cast by law upon all the subjects of the
State, and not one specially pertaining to his office, the petitioner respect-
fully submits that the most liberal, not to say induigent, consideration
should be accorded to him, and his liability or otherwise to look for and
his means (which in the present case as shown above was nil) of obtain-
ing information ought in justice to have been taken into account, and that
his condemnation therefore upon mere suspicion, which at least he hopes
was the foundation for the Collector’s action, was hardly just or fair to him.

(7) That petitiouer begs to impress on the Honorable Board that the said action
of the Collector has not only by one stroke of his pen deprived him for
good of Government service and destroyed all petitioner’s youthful hopes
and prospects, and consigned him to misery to the .end of his life which
may be many years hence, he not yet know1.ng, or being able to know, why
this grave misfortune has befallen. him, or in what conceivable manner he
has deserved it, but has also deprl_ved his family, which for three or four
generations has enjoyed the appointment, of all hopes :r the future to
hold it.

That petitioner therefore humbly begs that the Honorable Board will graciously
consider his youth, the services 9f his fannly_ for‘ thx:ee generations, the dire conse-
quences, including unmerited disgrace, of his dlsml§sal, the wholly intangible and
inconceivable nature of the offence he is .ch.arged. with, .the absoll{te absence of all
inquiry  which the worst and x.neanest criminal is cons1d.ere('1 entitled to, and the
serious injury and injustice to him consequent upon the .saxd circumstances, and pass
orders directing his restoration to office;; for which he will ever pray.
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Petitlé)ln iro?ltgﬂ(l,‘h;l(}LE?UT MUTHUSAMI MUDALI, late Fourth Englist
Mer bo e Collector’s Office at Salem, to the Honorable the Preside tg ish
embers of the Board of Revenue, dated 8th April 1883. nt and

Most REsPECTFULLY SHOWETH,—That iti

; ‘ v your humble petitio i

g}erkt;)ln Rs. .3.5 pefr érnensem in the Collector’s Office at pSalemnzlr‘ldw ﬂif'a: ndilstllll’lgsl lsg
AO?I (z_‘ sielarvtlce (% % civemment on the 11th January 1883 b,y Mr. Macleane i?l

hc ing Collector of Salem. The order, as translated from the Tamil Takid igi ]
ereto annexed, marked A), dated 11th January 1883, No. 68, runs thus: ey

« You are dismissed from service, be y 2
riots of August 1882.” » beeause you have not given information regarding the

9. With reference to the above ord

> order, your humble petitione
1tx}ost sg%ﬁn:gly f:htat l;e Av:ms completely ignorant of anything tIl)lat tra;;‘p};eeﬁsilfocoifﬁrm
jon wi e riots of August, which your petitioner could have brought to the n:tfgt;

of the authorities. He submits, for th i :
following in support of his statel’nent. et of e Hoogalle Dustds B8

3. Your humble petitioner is a nati : : .
i T B SR ] 0 AT
s:xlll’; ?gf b ash?rc ; : FmPri:eNt(gth Arcot Collector’s Office from 1864 to 1861-6’° lfe ‘;22
A whiZh e Py etiéi he then Sub-Collector of Salem, and was appo'u;ted as a
vt Huzm? Oﬁiie il pthe‘ oner held up to 1876, and he was afterwards tmnéferred
Sl i Sﬁmedcapaclty, and was then sent to the Ndmakal De’ ut
o ket e Youf Ztit'ea Clerk in 1878 and retransferred to Salem uboutpth)(;
or in the district' of Salen?, n&ll'ox&?);sllgz 331?22;?3?;2& i i s e b

y in any part of the district.

the s?ﬁlplzzzgigzszlg? e;ils.els)g?muuywsubmlts that he is an official and a stranger whom
men of Salem. It isin the n::tgura G}‘)Vel:nment.servam has thrown amidst the towns-
had any concern in a matter of seugh ﬁl;;?xigsh?tlghly improbable that he could have
Your petit'ul)ner denies most emphatically that ﬁ;ei‘xagsant)lyms rrlfh:thof th'i)lcet.swlsio‘n, &}f
wl'el:e sseel;‘:‘et;1 y concerned in the riots, and whose interest it wyou%)d bY th B luzlse f‘Y 0
their confederacy every one from whom fear of disclosure was to be ZP;(:&(; (lllc & rom

5. The Collector has either dismissed or de 3
B et A i il bl g
Tlfis; veizw :as 1?0:,1 aalc‘(':z 0t:edc lgls were aware of the criminal conspiracy of the rioters.
Teative ob 4 pl y any of the Judges of the High Court, and the Chief

usdwe . e;zvrves lnt_(;pe p aﬁe that it fails to account for the ignorance of the Muham-
:)n\iragljé towf;lurogeéaiggeranf]reitgegs tfﬁri)l;bn:xi; (;Igt Eh% Muhammadans are scattere(i ull
: ic i : » and that the Muhamn i
gal?&rm Pftlllbe Force is very considerable ; it is highly improbableutlﬁg.;1 i(;lilll:s I:ltosignt 1;2
estroy the mosque Ws 8 matter of such public notoriety as to reach the ears of th
native officials, the whole of the Muhammadan population of th tc e (;s‘n:s of the
Muh_ammadan Pollbelpen‘ could hfave been unaware of it. The Su erixytvgr?di::?lt 0;01’211?23
in his letter to the District Magistrate, dated 7th September ]8&15)‘(73 states that the lot
Al g most“secret, 586 <o High Court also viewed the matt;;' in the same li pht
:?%Vg?(?ﬁrftedb ec;lrlrf‘etz ?;;Zzlgn%oﬁdformef}, Wi(lls not divulged until the latest morfent’;
2 080 :” and again 1 3 b=
e serr .5 o e o e oo o o
least one of the assessors 1 this case, the conspiracy b -confiul o It)'ewer TSNS
9nd was 10t dxvplged before the 14th August, it would not be requisite to ex lg.in the
Ignoraoaes 10 b ch the authorities remained of the contemplated (flesi nb lIIII) ugnin :
the administration of the district, nor by imputing complicity in th% deaZ; nsp of th%
conspirators to the native officials on whom the Magistracy rely for informziion.”

6. Your humble petitioner begs leave to bri : _
; - ring to th N

Honorable Board the following conversation which t()%)k placz ?130‘:;19 nngtiﬁ(s,eﬁ_f ;};3

the Collector, Mr. Macleane, between the hours of G and 7 p.x. on the 11th January

e e ee
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1883, which date the order of dismissal bears. Your petitioner and two other officials

were sent for from the Cutcherry by the Collector to his private residence :—

Collector’s Question.—1 hear you are related to Venkatachellam Mudali, Local

Fund Overseer, that has been convicted. Isit so?
Petitioner’s reply.—-—l am not related to him.
(ollector.—But I am told that you are related to him.
Petitioner—No, sir'; Venkatachellam Mudali is not related to me. T am a native

of Chingleput having come Lere .simply to earn my bread. I hear Venkatachellam
Mudali is a native of Dharmapuri, where he has his parents, brothers, &e. I can sub-
stantiate the fact of my not being a relative by referring to his own parents and
brothers, and also to my nearest relations at Madras and Chingleput.

Collector.—Are you not Venkatachallam’s casteman ?

Petitioner.—1 belong to the Mudaliar caste and so does Venkatachellam ; but
there are many sub-divisions of that gect, and so I cannot say whether I belong to
the same sub-division with Venkatachellam or not.

COollector.—Are you not a friend of Venkatachellam ?

Petitioner.—1 and Venkatachellam are simple acquaintances, not friends.

(ollector.—But you and Venkatachellam lived in one and the same street ?

Petitioner.—N0, sir. Ilive in Appu Chetti Street near the Town School, and

Venkatachellam in Kandakara Street.
Collector —NOW, SiT, I hear you attended the Komatti Mattam Meeting. What say
you to that ? ‘ . .

Petitioner.—The meeting at Komatti Mattam is stated to have been held on the
11th August office day) between the hours of 10 a.ar. and 6 P, It was impossible
T could have attended the meeting. 1 signed the Attendance Register before 11 a.n.,
and was kept working under the orders of the Treasury Deputy Collector till a very
late hour in the evening as usual. The nature of my work is such that G T
my seat without the knowledge of the Deputy Collector. On the day of the meeting
1 attended the office at the usual hour, and was not absent from it even for a short
time. This statement the Deputy Collector will testify to. I am mnot a native of
Salem, 1 have no relations, nor have I contracted friendships with Salem people to such
an extent as to enable me to know any secret designs which they might have had with
regard to the Qalem riots. I also beg to state that if your honor makes inquiries from
the Cutcherry subordinates your honor will be perfectly satisfied that I almost made the

vollector’s Office my home, working there from the morning till a late hour in the

evening, as the Sheristadar entrusted me with special work, besides my regular routine
work in the office. 1 may also mention that my house is almost gurrounded by
Muhammadan houses. The Mussalmans have had ample opportunity of watching my
movements, and that if they had really any complaint against me, they would have
preferred it at once. They are not unfriendly to me as far as I am aware.

Collector.—You do not possess 2 good character. Do you 9

Petitioner.—As to my character and conduct I beg to refer your honor to the
respectable Muhammadans of the place and to J. F. Price, Esq., the present Collector of
Chingleput, to Muhammad Alf Sél.nb Bahddur, the Assistant Conservator of Forests,

South Arcot, who knew me ever since I came to this district, and to Mr. Mullaly, the

Head Assistant (Collector of Salem, under whom I served for the last three years.

7. Tn spite of all that your petitioner urged on behalf of his innocence, the
(Collector, at the close of the abovesaid conversation, dismissed him at the spot, and to
.our petitioner’s utter surprise and sorrow the order of dismissal had been prepared
before he (Collector) had sent for him (petitioner). From the above conversation your
otitioner 1s led to believe that the Collector removed him from the service under the
mistaken idea that your petitioner is a relation of Venkatachellam, one of the ring-
Jeaders convicted. It can be clearly seen from what is stated in this humble appeal
that your petitioner is in no way related to the prisoner Venkatachellam, he (peti-
tioner) being a native of Chingleput. Your petitioner further begs to state that he
can prove that he is in no way related to Venkatachellam as the Collector seems to

think if a formal inquiry is held.
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8. Your humble petitioner submits that it was not fair to remove him from the
service of Government for the simple reason that he was a resident of Shevapet.
Your petitioner can cite a few instances in which public servants, who live close to the
centres where meetings were said to have been held, and who are natives of Shevapet
having real and personal property, and whom the Collector did not suspect had any
knowledge of the riots. If they had no information, it was not at all possible for your
petitioner to have previously known anything of the riots in question.

9. Your humble petitioner begs to enclose a true sketch map of Shevapet
showing his residence and other places referred to. It can be easily seen from the
map that his residence is far off from the places where the meetings were said to have

been held, and, as your petitioner stated above, your petitioner’s house is almost
surrounded by Muhammadan houses,

10. Your humble petitioner had been a servant of Government nearly eighteen
years, and was never, on any single occasion, found fault with ; and, in proof of his
statement, he begs to submit his service register and testimonials for the consider-
ation of the Honorable Board. He had entitled himself to one-third pension, and was

steadily rising in the service with the earnest hope of retiring soon from it on half
pension. .

11. In summing up, your humble petitioner respectfully invites the attention of
the Honorable Board to the following points :—

I. That your petitioner is a perfect stranger to the town of Salem, and has no
property, relation or interest of any kind in the Salem District.

II. That his heavy office work deterred him from mixing with the natives of
the town, or contracting friendly intimacy with them.

II1. That at the time, when the Collector supposed him to have been present at
the meeting at Komatti Mattam, your petitioner was engaged in doing
work at the office till a late hour in the evening.

IV. That native officials of Shevapet, living close to the places where meetings
are said to have been held, were not suspected of criminal knowledge and
have not been visited with any kind of punishment.

V. That the general supposition that native officials were privy to the criminal
intention of the Hindu faction is ill-founded.

VI. That the Collector made no inquiry to satisfy himself as to the accuracy of
the statements made by the petitioner in explanation of the charges made
by the Collector. !

VIIL That your petitioner had everything to lose and nothing to gain by with-
holding information, which he was bound to disclose to his superiors.

Under these circumstances, he very earnestly prays that the Honorable Members
of the.Board. will be gl.'acmusly pleased to give his case due and careful consideration,
and direct his restoration to his post with full pay for the period during which he has
been unjustly kept out of employ.

12, Your pumble petitioner further begs to submit that, should the Collector
assign any other reasons than that stated in the order of dismissal, he (petitioner)

may be allowed an opportunity to explain himself before his case is finally disposed
of ; and your petitioner shall ever pray.

—_——

From C. D. MACLEANE, Esq., Acting Collector and District Magistrate of

Salem, to the Secretary to the Board of Revenue, dated Salem, 16th April
1883, No. 37.

I have the honor to forward the petition of C. Viapuri Mudali. His case i8
recorded in G.0., dated 10th February 1883, No. 353, Judicial. With regard to
G.0., dated 15th September 1879, No. 1401, Public, referred to in paragraph 3 of the
petition, the case was considered to fall under the definition of a dismissal *in conse-
quence of facts or inferences elicited at a Judicial trial.” Petitioner being my own
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clerk was under my observation, and his case was subject of consideration during the
whole pendency of the trials. h

L
ENCLOSURE.

Petition from C. VIAPURI MUDALI, late English Accountant on Rs. 15 per mensem of
the Salem Collector’s Office, to the Honorable the President and Members of the Board
of Revenue, dated 6th April 1883.

Most RESPECTFULLY SuowerH,—That your petitioner begs most respectfully to lay his
hard case before the Honorable Members of the Board of Revenue for their favorable consider-

ation and orders.

9. That your petitioner begs to state that he received an Order, No. 57, General, dated 11th
January 1883, from the Collector, Mr. Mq.cleane, dle}mlssmg him from service inasmuch as he
had not given information to the authorities regarding the riots which took place in August
1882. Copy of the order is herewith submitted. On receiving the order your petitioner in his
petition of the 5th February 1883 requested the Collector to inform him of the gronnds to
suspect want of fidelity to Government on his part, so that he may be enabled to explain his
conduct satisfactorily to him (Collector), and thus establish his innocence or to restore bim to his
appointment  But having received no reply he ventures to submit this appeal to the Honorable

Members of the Board.

'3, Tt is needless to say that he was taken by surprise for he was in possession of no informa-
tion whatever, nor had he the meaus of knowing a.n_ythmg of the riots, as will be seen from
the circumstances that he shall presently relate. It is very unlucky for him that he was not
asked: anything in the matter before he was dismissed, nor was he afforded any opportunity to
explain himself as required by the orders of the Government of India to which the attention of the
TLocal Governments has frequently been called. by the Supreme Government. In the absence of
the above information from the Collector, and of the alleged charges against your petitioner for his
summary dismissal by the Collector, he is at a great disadvantage to convince the Board of his

innocence.

4. That your petitioner begs permission to submit that he had no opportunities of receiving
any information whatever regarding the riots He was a friend of rone of those who have
been convicted as ringleaders, nor was he acquainted with any of them. They all belong to the
highest circle of the Tocal community, and your petitioner being an insignificant official of no
permauent interest in the locality, being a l_mtlve of Coimbatore, had neither access to their com-

any nor was he ever ambitious of getting it. He begs also to state that he was a young man
of twenty-three with a year’s service, of secluded habits, and was put up in one of the out-of-the-
way lanes. Such habits were the outcome of the training he received from his father who mostly
kept him indoors strictly confining him to his studies for the Special Tests.

5. That your petitioner had no sympathy for the agitators on behalf of Mariamman for
he was trained to avoid idol worship, his father being of Bramo persuasion.

6. That if he had been dismissed for the simple reason that he was a resident of that place
there are a hundred others who can similarly be smpeet?d. There is the Head Compositor, the
two other shroffs and some other Clerks of f,he Collector’s own estabhshmgnt, the District Regis-
trar. the Schoolmasters, Clerks of the District Court and many other officials, most of whom are

erx;mnent residents and live in_the main streets of the town of Shevapet and near the quarters
where the meetings are said to have been held. i

7. That your petitioner begs also to submit, for the Board’s consideration, that, while the
conspiracy said to have been hatched up esc?.ped thg sharp eyes of the Police, the Muha}n'ma.dane,
the Municipal officials, and the other e§ecut1ve oﬂicl_a.ls who are always expecte@ to visit every
creck and corner of the town, it is not in the least likely that ome of your petltioner's a e and

osition should know anything of the ]amen’ga.ble riots. Moreover.he is a stranger to . alem
En,vincr no property (real or ersonal) or relations there to connect him with the plots and pi. ju-
dices of the people. He has Eeen in .Salem but nearly two years, and had made no friends. There
was no importance attached to his age, position or reputation which cpuld hr_mve induced the
rioters to vake him into their confidence, nor had he any motive to thrust himself into their plots.
While those officers of Government whose duty it was to de’gect such plots, rmd.whlle the Muham-
madan community against whom the plots were made were ignorant of them, it was not possible
for your petitioner to have known anything about them. He had no position of any kind among
the local commurities. He was an officer just admitted into the service and was expecting
promotion by bard and honest u_’ork. I’g would have been thg height of folly on his part to have
shown the slightest sympathy with the rioters and thus risk his prospects. On the other hand, if
he had known anything of the conspiracy of these rioters he would have at once reported it to his
official superiors, and thus made himself worthy of the District Magistrate’s favor.
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paragraph 3 and in the terms of paragraph 4 of that letter, The former means with-

R. That your petitioner further begs to add, for the information of the Board, that he
holding information before the event and is in a greater or less degree, as the case

to a respectable family, and that his forefathers and relatives were and are holding high

belongs
foes under Government and have proved loyal to the salt they have eaten of Government. s 3 :
('i‘he certificate of Mr. J. Honner, Superintendeynt of Post Offices at Bangalore, is based upon this ; :lllay bf)’. equivalent to conspiracy. A & Lam sware of the difficulties under this part of
copy of which ‘2 also submitted. e subject, I have been very cautious in charging any official under this head. The
L3 , % i latter head of charge means that when called on to aid justice by givin infor;n t
9. Thatitis pgsm'bll)etg yo&xr honor’s petitioner to have had a knowledge of the conspi- | after the event the persons charged have not done so. There };s glittl g difficul ation
racy said to have been incubated an hatched up by the Salem people for which the Collector | bringing this charge home to a number of persons and the onl ittle diticulty in
summarily dismissed your petitioner may be seen from the following facts :— most biambworthy ? : & only question is, Who is the
(1) That the Superintendent of Police at Salem in his letter of the 7th September 1882
to the Collector of Salem, published in the Madras Mail of the 23rd September g 4. On the morning of the 18th August I went with the District Judge, the
‘ Head Assistant Collector and others (page 32 of+ the pamphlet) to the mosqfe’and

1882, states that the meetings were so secretly held that it was wholly impossible
for the officials to have known anything of the alleged conspiracy.

(2) That the High Court in their judgment expressed gmt it was not possible. for the 1
official community to have known anything of the riots.

10. Consequently_your humble petitioner craves the Honorable Members to restore him to
his former place cancelling the order of the Collector dismissing him from service.

11. That your petitioner further begs that if the Collector assigns any remarks regarding
any point which is not set forth in the order of ‘dismissal, he (petitioner) may be allowed an
opportunity to explain such before his case is finally disposed of.

And for this act of justice and charity your petitioner shall ever pray.

!5_‘ the surrounding ruined houses, and the first persons mention |
who were congregated there, were Komaraswami, the Cut(?h:g;') ig};:ugtﬁm\%ﬁﬁs 1

achellam, the Local Fund Overseer, and Manikum Mudali, the Native Sur e’on Th- '

Muhammadans specially denounced Komaraswami who they said broughigzg men fron?

Gogai and was the first to mount the mosque. This was the earliest complaint I

received in person. Later in the day I gave out publicly in the Cutcherry that it

was the duty of those who knew anything to come forward and assist the authorities

and I warned them at the same time that if it was found afterwards that any one .

possessed of information ands had concealed it severe notice would be talZen of VZI?Z

circumstance. I repeated this warning several times to the higher native officials, and

told them to instruct their subordinates in turn. It is impossible that an one

plead ignorance of the call thus made on the office. i

—_—

Resorvrion—dated 21st April 1883, Mis. No. 3344.

These petitions of appeal from five out of the six Cutcherry servants dismissed by
the Collector of Salem, and referred to in paragraphs 1 and 6 of his letter to Govern-
ment, dated 26th January 1883, No. 252, upon which G.0., dated 10th February
1883, No. 353, J udicial, was passed, will be submitted to Government for orders.

2. As the Government have passed orders direct, without reference to the
Board, in the case of the other parties implicated in the riots, the Board presume that
the Government will prefer itself to dispose of these appeals also.

(True Extract.)

- (Signed) J. A. DAVIES,
Acting Sub-Secretary.

5. As the Government are aware the authoritiés were i :
at fault. It was evident from the nature of some of the na:glasgiiﬁdhigtiix: b ag
that there must be some knowledge available in the office. I go so far as to sa pﬁft
there could scarcely be any one in this large office who had not some inforrsrrlat. a
which he might have contributed. But no Cutcherry servant from that day t tll(]).n
has done anything to assist the authorities, and no information whatever has czm?a 0;:

of the office.

6. These being the circumstances in the first week after the riots, 1 :

! : ; : 8, 1t

to await the issue of the trials, and meanwhile ascertain in different W:lyl's :"aﬁod:rcnlgsd
the Cutcherry servants had had the best means at their disposal for assistin Govemg
ment and therefore who were the most blameworthy. The three sources of ingformatim;

To the Secretary to Government, Revenue (Petition) Department, . -
with five petitions, and their enclosures. 1 are tl111?:‘.nlt1(med at paragraph 11 of my letter above mentioned. The results are reported
( ’ in that letter.

TN \ 4 7. KanacaratNaM Prurar.—The two brothers Komaraswami
e L (lerk) and Gurunada Ayyen (Jail Clerk) were seen at the mosque, g}ljyf?ﬁ'xgg: f::gfg
istrate of Salem for any observations he may Rhe Goga}’ men, 2% t.he 16th August, Theso gwe HOL S S e
Ayyen.” * Five witnesses saw Komaraswami mount the mosque and clap his hands
| (pamphlet, pages 13, 15, and 18, appendix). Four other witnesses saw him at the
(Signed)  C. G. MASTER, mosque (pamphlet, pages 12, 16, 19, and 20, appendix).” The time was fixed at
Ohief Secretary. : | 12-30 noon (pamphlet, pages 12, 15, and 20, appendix). It came®ut at the end of
the trial (pamphlet, page 60, appendix, Court witness) that, as early as 31st August
while Komaraswami was in Jail awaiting the commencement of proceedings befor%l’thé
Committing Magistrate, he had given the name of Kanagarathnam Pillai to his Counsel

as his first witness for an alibi.

3. Before the Sessions Kanagarathnam. Pillai deposed as follows (pamphlet
page 53, appendix) : ¢ I remember the Judge, Mr. Wilkinson, coming there (Cutclferr )
after 2 p.y.  He came to send off a telegram. I think I saw eighth prisoner (Komarz)
swami) a lttle while before that” ( Cross-examined). T do not think eighth priso y
could have gone away and come back without my knowing it.” ¢TI think I tohIi) el ;11:;
prisoner to compare the contingent accounts.” ‘T can positively swear that Igs
eighth prisoner up to nearly 1 Py, and I have a strong recollection that I saw h%w
afterwards.” (By the Court). * Eighth prisoner used to live with his broth .
Gogai. 1 have been to his house on business.” oo

Forwarded to the District Mag
desire to offer on each petition.

(OTACAMUND
30tk April 1883.

prm—

From C.D. MACLEANE, Esq., Acting Collector and Distriet Magistrate of
Salem, to the Chief Secretary to Government, dated Salem, 10th May 1883,

No. 42,

Replying to reference, No. 865, dated 30th April 1883, 1 have the honor to report
on the five petitions therewith forwarded.

9. Petitioners were dismissed from office for withholding information regarding
the Salem riots of August 16th and 17th, '1882. In one instance this minor charge
was covered by the more serious one of giving false evidence.

3. The general case against the Collector’s Cutcherry servants is described in
paragraphs 2 to 5 of letter in G.O., dated 10th February 1883 No. 353, Judicial. 1
would, however, draw attention to the distinction between a charge in the terms of
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the alibi was kept in readiness by a Muhammadan.

. between the two cases.
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9. The Cutcherry is a mile from the mosque, and Gogai is beyond again. This
alibi was upset by the last witness called in the trial a Court witness (pamphlet, page 60,
appendix), who deposed that he saw the two brothers leave the Cutcherry in a cart at
12 noon along with other clerks. The hour as to the brother was corroborated by
separate evidence. Circumstances also came out in the cross-examination which
confirmed the credibility of the testimony, and it was accepted by the Courts.

10. Komaraswami Ayyen was committed and convicted, and his conviction was
affirmed by the High Court on appeal.

11. The Courts commenting on the defence evidence of Kanagarathnam and two
others said that they must have been ¢ altogether mistaken as to the hour.” My
information enables me to say that Kanagarathnam was not mistaken, but intention-
ally misrepresented from a motive. Kanagarathnam was a widower, and has had no
wite for eighteen months. He at the time in question had in his keeping Minatchi
Ammal, Komaraswami’s widowed sister, living in the same house with Komaraswami.
‘As to the two Clerks P. Muthuswami Mudali and 8. Strinivassa Charri they were

his subordinates and acted on his prompting.

12. Points raised in the Appeal Petition.—(a.) That the witness who disproved
: a : is may have been so, but he
certainly gave evidence with considerable unwillingness. (4.) That Komaraswami
belonged to a different race, religion, and country to himself. This difference does not
revent a connection of a private nature. Kanagarathnam was in April 1882 publicly
osted in the town of Salem for having committed adultery with Boyee Ammal, wife
of Elayathambi P_illal, a Schoolmaster on leave at Jaffna, a man of a different
religion. A half sister of. the same Komaraswami is now living in adultery with
a goldsmith, who 1s qf a different caste. (¢.) That the witness above named deposed
with a view to avoiding the fate of another Vakil Vijayaraghava Charri. The
latter was put on trial_ for conspiracy and taking part in the riots, not for defend-
ing prisoners. This witness was at no time suspected, nor is there any parallel
(d.) That this witness was not a credible witness. The Courts

have accepted his evidence. 1 happened to be in Court myself that day, and his
manner appeared to me emienently that of a man telling the truth. (e.) That his own
character is good. There is nothing against his official character, but I have described
his private motives. (/) That the other Clerks wl}o gave similar evidence were either
less punished or not punished at all. They were his subordinates and were led by him.
Strinivassa Ayyengar was transferred to Paramathi. (g.) That the only object he had
was to tell the truth. The Temporary Deputy Collector called him out of the office
during the trial and asked him what he knew about the matter, but he would not tell,
He declined also to give information to Mr. Stevenson. This is not the conduct of a
man ansious only for the truth. (.) That no written statement was taken from him
relative to his dismissal. 1 would refer for this to paragraph 1 of Reselution in G.O.,

dated 15th September 1879, No. 1401, Public.

13. There § not a shadow of doubt in my own mil}d that this petitioner set him-
self against the authorities in their endeavour to ascertain the truth, and that he gave
false evidence in Court to screen his acquaintance and subordinate in the office,
Komaraswami, But, even if h(? explain away his evidence about the hour by saying

it was bond fide, he will not avoid falling under my paragraph 3 above (ad finem). The
intimacy of Kanagarathnam with Komaraswami’s sister can be proved.

14. Gopndaswami (hetti,—This petitioner, an Accountant on Rs. 15, was in the
habit of giving information from the records to.S}mdrum Chetti. This can be proved.
He would have been dismissed at the time, but it was thought better to take him with
the others and dismiss him on the general ground, which was notorious, that he had
information after the riots which he kept back. He was intimate with Komaraswami
as well as with Sundrum. His name was given by the Muhammadans to the Temporary
Deputy Collector on the 24th August 1882, immediately on the arrival of the latter,
as having been present at the destrnetion of the mosque. It was stated that he was

at the Komatti Mattam meeting, which was the first conference between Sundrum and
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the silk weavers of Salem. In the view of the meetings, I do not wish to e
what is expressed in the following extract from Mr. Justice In:ﬁ:’ }?ﬁc(r)mlt);lio?g
Criminal Appeals, Nos. 331, 332, 334, 335, 345, and 346 of 1882 :— b

“ The meetings of which we have evidence, with exception of the
to have had for their object in a great measure to ascertain the tempefzi:s (ffazlilel;z% %gpgiﬁtzhm.e
readiness to fall in with' the plan of the conspirators and to accustom them to tlfe idea of t?alr
destruction of the mosque, which may have been determined on by the conspirators or ;
them some days before the date of the first meeting.” s

15. Petitioner was dismissed specifically, because it was impossibl
had inforffution after the riots which he could ‘have given to the a?lzisériteics.u it

16. '& Muthuswami Chetti—This petitioner was frequently s i :
between the two riots. He was particularly interested inqget,tigg iglfx;h]ggl;g:;:;
who had been committed to the sessions for the July riots. His name was 'veﬁ t
the Temporary Deputy Collector on the 24th August by several respectable gl\flfuham(-)

madans as having been present at the mosque. He lives close to the K i
and was said to have attended the meeting held there. g Mattam,

17. Points raised in the Appeal Petition.—(a.) His youth. g i
the persons who have fostered this disturbance a(re )young merlz. (% )Ia';tflzg) II;(;PO({it(llonnotf
leave office till 5 p.a.  He can easily have been absent in the confusion which :
vailed. (e.) That he has been dealt with less formally than the conspirators ngi-
is no comparison between removal from Government employment and criminal prosu:-3

cution.

18. DPetitioner was dismissed for the same reasons as in the case of thé last
petitioner.
19. . Murauswamr Mupatr—There is direct evidence that this petiti
: ‘ : et
was at the Komatti Mattam meefing, and less direct evidence that he was in It);hét:'(i):tir
His intimacy with the Local Fund Overseer, Venkatachellam, was notorious. The

Acting Sheristdar being called on by me some months ago to give his opinion as to the =

private character of all the officials in the English Correspondence Department recorded
only one adverse remark which was against Muthuswami Mudali ; he described hi

as ¢ apparently quiet ; but is supposed to be inwardly mischievous.” It came to nm
know' _ge at one time that he was setting up the Press Establishment against tt]ly
Superintendent. In 1874 he was degraded from the post of Head Clerk in the Sube
Collector’s Office on Rs. 50 after three years’ incumbeney, to a Revenue Inspectorshi ;
on Rs. 30, for communicating confidential papers. i

90. Points raised in the Appeal Petition.—(a.) That he was a stranger to Salem
He has been in the district for eighteen yeers. (b.) That he served as a clerk inLSub-.-
Division till 1876. He has omitted to mention the reduction. His connection with
Hostir ceased in 1874. (e.) That he had no sympathy with those engaged in the riots
His intimacy with Venketachellam’s brother Manikia Mudali of Darampuri for
eighteen years and with Venketachellam lately can be proved. As a leading Sudra
of Shevapet he had every opportunity of at any rate knowing all that had happened
(d.) That all Sudras were punished except a few. Twenty-four Sudras (including six
native Christians) still remain in the office, four of these have been promoted. - One has
heen newly introduced. The six dismissed Cutcherry servants have been replaced b
six graduates of the University. (e.) Paragraph 6.—I do not recognise myself in thiz
conversation. I never supposed petitioner was a relative of Venketachellam. ( 7.) That
he wag at Office at the time of the Komatti Mattam meeting, As petitioner’s. ik
alternates between the main building and the Press Office, he could easily have
absented himself without check. He occupied a somewhat independent position in the
office. (g.) That the order of dismissal was prepared before this conversation. This
was not o, Where within a day or two, Takids bear the date of taking eﬂ.ect and
not that of despateh. Takids in this matter took effect from date of reéeit;)t of High
Court Judgments, but were prepared the following ‘day or day after. (4.) That %10
inquiry was held. I inquired for five months, and in petitioner’s case I questioned
him several times.

e
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9]1. TPetitioner having produced a Service Register I would point out that column
8 with testimonials is of no practical value, as, t1l a recent date, officials could insert
and omit what testimonials they pleased.

99. Petitioner was dismissed because his intimacy with Venketachellam was
notorious, and from this and other circumstances it was certain that he had information
regarding Shevapet affairs which he did not give. Further, there were several other
things against him as above mentioned.

93. Viapurt Mupanr—This petitioner is also a Shevapet Sudra, a son-in-law
of the last named, and a relation of Venketachellam. T had evidence that he was at
the Komatti Mattam meeting. Also that he left his house (in Chinna Muthu Street
where a drum was beaten and the mob gathered) and joined the riots. The evidence
not being strong enough for the Court, I left him for departmental treatment, and
dismissed him on the same ground as in the case of his father-in-law.

A AR AR e A —

94. 1 have gone through each petition as directed in the reference. 1 would
remark, finally, that there has been a combination in the Collector’s Cutcherry to defeat
justice, and that none of the present petitioners deserve the clemency of Government.

—

ENCLOSURE,

MEMORANDUM.
(The numbers refer to the Salem Nomjnal List of December 6th, 1882, herewith submitted.)

4 D. M. Kanagarathnum Pillai.—English Head Accountant on Rs. 85. Dismissed by
Takid, No. 59, (eneral, dated 11th January 1883, for having given false evidence—see 6th
witness, page 53 of evidence in additional Sossions Calendar Case, No. 1 of 1882. (The com-

lete pampplet of printed records will be hereafter submitted.) He swore that the Clerk
omaraswami Ayyen, eighth prisoner, was in the Cutcherry at an hour when it is impossible he
could have been there according to the finding of Courts. Komaraswami Ayyen relied on this
erson’s oath to get him off. Komaraswami Ayyen was the first person to mount the mosque.
Apart from the question of false evidence K_tmagarathnam could have giyeq information regarding
Komaraswami Ayyen after the riots. He is known to have been at this time going three nights
a week to spend the night with Komaraswami Ayyen’s widowed sister. Kanagarathnam bears
a bad character in the town.

93. €. Muthuswami Hudali—Fourth English Clerk on Rs. 35. Dismissed by Takid, No. 68,
General, dated 11th January 1883, for not giving mf.orma.tion. Anintimate friend of Venketa-
chellam Mudali, Local Fund Overseer, convicted as ringleader. He was at the Komatti Mattam

meeting, and also at the riots. It is jmpossible but that he had information which he could have

iven.
X 48. M. Govindaswami Chetti.—Seventh English Accountant on Rs 20. Dismissed by Takid,

No. 69, General, for not giving information. An intimate friend of Sundrum Chetti’s. He
was at the Komatti Mattam and was privy to the whole affair.

g4. C. Viapuri Mudali—English Accogntant on Rs. 15. Dismissed by Takid, No. 67,
General, for not giving information. A relative of the Local Fund Overseer Venketachellam, and
also of No. 23, Muthuswami Mudali. He was at the Komatti Mattam meeting, and also at the
rivy to the whole affair.
69. T. Muthuswami Chetti.—Shroff on Rs. 15. Dismissed by Takid, No. 66, Greneral.

He was at the last-named meeting and also at the riots.
Rajagopaul Naidu.—Second Clerk, Loeal Fund Engineer’s Office, on Rs. 20. Dismissed by
Takid {\Tg 36, Local Funds, for not giving information. Was aware of the conspiracy. Was

present when a Muhammadan was ghot in Gogai and gave no information. ’
Balakistna Ayyer-

_Qalem Taluk Gumastah on Bs. 15, Dism‘iswg 1%)" Takid, No. 1169-98,

; 4 1882. Pleader Vija araghava Charr was in the habit of obtaining official
g:f:fniltﬁf {li%g: my Cutcherry for thg pyurpose of communications made to the Madras Times and
Hindu newspapers. At the above date most unserupulous use was made of it. I f(’)lll'ld that
Balakistna nyer was the go-between. Had he been in employ I should have suspended him, but
as he had taken leave without pay and had no intention of reverting to the seryice, I could only

punish by dismissal.

mosque. He was p

0. D. MACLEANE,

(Signed)
Acting Collector and Magistrate.

26th January 1883.

et p—

T—

N

i

93rp May 1883, No. 1374, JupiciaL.

e A PP AN A LA A AL
i

Orprr—dated 23rd May 1883, No, 1374, Judicial.

It is observed that, on the 26th January last, the Distri i

reported as follows :—* The criminal trials connected with t%;cgadhfe?gl:itgg%gigsalem
brought to a conclusion by the delivery of judgment in the High Court oin:hw
principal appeal cases, I have dismissed six Cutcherry servants, and punished be
reduction or transfer, fourteen others, and three cases regarding éoverm%ent oiﬁ, i 1y
remain for the orders of Government.” If to the six Cutcherry servants dismis (ga i
.the ju.ncture described, the case of another clerk dismissed in August last, the ;eo ‘?h
in which the mosque was destroyed by rioters, be added, the total ¢ dismis’ a4 =

to seven. 7 ik

9. In an appendix to this report of the 26th January, the Distri :
described the circumstances incriminating the dismissed ofégi,als;a gﬁitggtag)iiisgﬁﬁ

Procs., 10th February 1883, No. 358, i(iily of them being at that time before
‘ g ! Government the Order of

disposing of the Magistrate’s report was limited to th;, cases of 1',he0 th(r}e(:avgrum:ﬁn?
officials which had been reserved for their judgment. e

3. TFive of the seven men dismissed by the local authority havi

“y. % a i
prei_’erred appeals, the petitions were sent to the Magistrate foryanyv;ggl:ligsﬁgﬁ?t}])t
desire to offer on each. To his reply will now be appended the memorandum attacl%ed
to his Report of the 26th January, but not then brought on record. |

4. Having carefully perused this memorandum, the fi iti

P 3 ’ ve tit
them, and the District Magistrate’s further report, His Excellenlt)z; ltlll(:ani}lg(;‘;vrl?slf.oﬁ
(!oqncll 18 sqtlsﬁed that the petitioners were very properly dismissed, and directs that
their memorials be rejected accordingly. ¢ : i

S

(Trne Extract.)

C. G, MASTER,
Chaef Secretary,

To the District Magistrate of Salem.
, Revenue Department,
,, Board of Revenue.

Exd. J. Wright.
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Salem Riots.

Rejecting memorials from five Cutcherry ser-

vants, appealing against their dismi from office
by the &gllector of Salem, for withholding in-
formation regarding the Salem riots. 4
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THE HONORABLE
THE PRESIDENT AND MEMBERS
OF THE BOARD OF REVENUE,
MADRAS.

The Humble Petition of M. Govindasamy Chetti
lately an Accountant in the Collector’s Office,
Salem,

Most RESPECTFULLY SHOWETH,

1. That your Petitioner was lately an Accountant in the Collector’s Cutcherry
at Salem and was all on a sudden dismissed from his post by the Acting Collector of
Salem on the 11th January 1883 on the ground (as alleged in the order of dismissal
dated 11th January 1883 herewith enclosed) that he did not.give information regard-
ing the riots which occurred in Salem. That your Petitioner was not called upon to
give any explanation as to whether he had any information to give and whether he
wilfully withheld it and that your Petitioner was condemned unheard. This Pro-
cedure, your Petitioner begs to submit is opposed to the repeated orders of the Board

and Government.

2. That your Petitioner rose by degrees to his present position : that he was first
employed as a Gumasta in the Atur Taluq in 1872 ; that in 1876 he was transferred to
the Hazure office and that since his transfer he was employed up to June 1882 asa
clerk under several Assistant Collectors; had to travel frequently from Station to
Station without remaining at a particular place for any length of time ; and that he
has always acquitted himself to the enti»” satisfaction of his superiors, his character
having been uniformly free from .y blemish whatever, as will be seen from the
enclosed testimonials ; that sincewune 1882 up to the date of his dismissal by the
Aoting Collector he was working hard in the Account Department of the Collector’s
Office some*” s from 7 o’clock in the morning till 6 and at other times from 11 4. .
to 6 p. *geanc et your Petitioner regrets to state that his long and faithful services
for 12 years came to nothing in consequence of his sudden dismissal from his post,
based on no ground at all and without an opportunity givem him to establish his
imnocence.

3. That your Petitioner begs to assure the Honorable Board (which he is ready
to prove if required) that he has no common cause with the alleged ringleaders, nor
did he know any thing of the alleged conspiracy; that he is in no way related to any

P Y N W

of those who were charged with it and that no reason can be assigned why your

Petitioner should feel himself interested in it; that your Petitioner is perfect]

‘\ (lt
the matter and lummzm

loss to see why he should be suspected of any ]\“()\\‘('(1\7‘( in
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that the previlege of hearing first before dooming a person which is accorded even to

criminals of the darkest dye was refused to him and that he was thus punished on
mere assumptions and conjectures,

4. The High Court having in the ring-leader’s cases expressed the opinion
that officials could not have been cognisant, of the hatching of the conspiracy ; and that
the conspiracy was developed towards the end, i. e., one or two days befor.e TR A
lition of the musjid, and this also being the theory of the Prosecu;ion ot D
submits how impossible it was for him holding a low ministerial 0ﬂicc~ to know any-

thing of the conspiracy. This will also be clear from the circumstance that the

") . % $
Superintendant of Police who was in cha,rgc of the ring-leaders cases when called

upon .to explain the delay in bringing up the cases for investigation ‘‘ says that the
conspiracy was kept most secret.” ‘

5. That your Petitioner not belonging to the Executive Department, it was
no part of his duty to keep a'watch on the doings of other people ; that his arduous
duties kept him in ofﬁcq almost the whole day and that your Petitioner had neither
the leisure nor the means to obtain any information and that had the existance of
such a conspiracy came to his knowledge, he would have as i intimated
it to the authorities. 2 - x

6. That to punish your Petitioner in this way by assuming that he should
have known of the conspiracy on no proof and without any explanation asked, especially
when your Petitioner had enough of work to attend to from morning to evening to
task all his energies is, your Petitioner begs most respectfully to submit, manifestly
unjust.

7. That your Petitioner begs to recapitulate that the order of dismissal is
based on no proof, but on vague conjectures ; that no opportunity was offorded to
your Petitioner to explain away the unfounded charge preferred against him, that
the secrecy of the conspiracy was accepted even by the High Court the Highest
Tribunal of the Presidency; that there is mo evidence to show that the officials
had any knowledge of it or had complecity in the alleged conspiracy ; that the secrecy
of it was the postulate on which the prosecution itself proceeded, that your Petitioner
who had had twelve years service uniformly good free from every possible stain
would never dash away at one mad stroke all his brilliant prospects, but would have
tried his very best to have secured the patronage and favor of the authorities by
giving them timely information had he known of it, and pave the way for his promotion
and that your Petitioner most humbly prays that under the circumstances above
detailed his case may be graciously considered and that the Honorable Board will
be pleased to restore him to his post.

[ have the honor to be,
Sir,

Your most obedient servant,

/g”é;r1‘4;“wjgb¢gboaj7(?éxﬁz'
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ENCLOSURES.
Copy of the Testimonials.

e IO s

Govindasamy Chetti has been employed as clerk in the Assi.stant fJo.llector’s
Office from January 1877 to March 1879. I have much pleasure in cer.t-lfymg t}lat
k. There was great pressure of work of various kinds during
k and correspondence when he did very well.
He wants more smartness for punctual

hé an excellant cler
the famine, much administrative wor

He is a good clerk for Magisterial work. '
answers to references, &c. He is remarkably free from the

Jeave on account of sickness, &c.

(Signed) W. H. WELSH,

despatch of returns,
fault of often wanting

Ag. Hd. 4sst. Collector.

.

SALEM, }
10th April 1879.

SURAMANGALEM,
8th January 1880.

The bearer Govindasamy Chetti served under me for a short time as Head
Clerk on 40 Rupees. He is an intelligent painstaking and hardworking youngman,
has a fair knowledge of English, is well upin the routine of both Revenue and

Magisterial work, 18 always anxious to please his superior. I believe he is trust-
o

He gave me entire satisfaction.

(Signed) T. PATTAHBIRAM PILLAY,
Temporary Dy. Collector.

worthy.
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THE HONORABLE THE PRESIDENT AND
MEMBERS OF THE BOARD OF REVENUE
MADRAS.

I'he Humble Petition of CHINGTEPTT MUTHUSAMT
Mupaws, late 444 English Clerl: of the Col-
lector’s Office at Saiem

MosT RESPECTIULLY SHOWETH,

That your humble l"'“"i“m"' was an KEnglish Clerk on [nll}n es 35 per
mengem 1in the ‘CU“CCt')l".\. Office at Salem) and was dismissed from the.servie
Government on the 11th January 1883 by My, Macleane. the Ag.
Salem. translated from the Tamil Takid. orviginal hereto
marked A) dated 11tk January 1883 No. 68, runs thus :—

} ()f
Collector of

The order as annexed

‘ You are dismissed from service, becauge you have not given informa-

tion regarding the riots of Augnst 1882.”

2. With referenceto theaboveerder » Your humble petitionerbegsto affirm

most solemnly that he was completely ignorant of any thing that trans

lhllm{ n
connection with the riots of

August, which your petitioner could haye brought to
He submits for the consideration of
Board the following in support of his statement.

« v

the notice of the authorities. the Honorable

3. Your humble petitioner is a native.of hingle ‘put; son of (. Arunagiri
Mudaliar, Pensioned Record Kee per of the Subordinate C ourt at Chittuy ;
employe \1 as a Clerk in the North Arcot Collector’s Office from 1864 to lHlHi-
for by Mr. J. F. Price, the t hc:lbuh-Culhqtof(.

as a Clerk which post your petitioner held up to 1\%(» and he

> was afterwards trans.
ferred to the Huzar Office in the same ¢ capacity and was then sent to the Namakal
Deputyv Collector's Oftice as

Acting Head Clerk in 1878 and retransferred to
Your petitioner has
District of Salem nor

: he was

he
was sent f Nalem and wasg appointed

Salem about the end of that year, neither relations nop
friends either in the town or in the does he hold any pro-

. i { 1 1 Ry
perty m any part ot the Distriet,

i o & . : ; i
4. Your petitioner i sspectfully submits that he is an official and a strhn ey

servant has thrown amidst
ighly improbable that he
local intcWest as the richt of |
Your petitioner. denies most cmpnatna]]\ that
with those who were

whom the simple accident of his being a Goverfiment

the Townsmen of Salem. It 1s 1n the nature of thinw;

could have had any concern in a matter of such

IO -
cession, &c.

secretly concerned in the riots,

and whose mtuv.\f it would
rom whom fear of

g s 2
10 bhe (1lfl»f'sgjl-\:lul\‘(i,
o. The Collector has either dismissed ordegraded and sentto T¢"

all the Sudra native officials with the exception of a few. §He se¢
of 8 Grim:
any of theWudges of the
IVes In one 1»' ace that 1t f\lls to ac

be to exclude from their confed racy every ong f

disclosure was

ik Stations

5 to labour
under the idea thet the native

of the
>‘§;\ (-‘]iil::

(;ﬂlk‘l;lJS were aware o1l 5] ”‘1.”(_:’,

High

count for the jon

rioters. This view was not accepted by

ourt
aind Justice obse

rance

he had any s upl‘ch\“

—
N

e R
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SR dans. Your petitioner here begs to submit that the Mahomedans are
o~ .ver the Town of Salem and jts suburbs and that the Mahomedan ele-
Salem Police Force is very considerable; it is highly improbable that

7 n to destroy the Mosque was a matter of sueh(ipublic motoriety, as to

reaCi. < ears-of the native officials, the whole of the Mahomedan population of the

B Town and so many Mahomedan Policemen could have been unaware of it. The ¢

i - : Superintendent of Police, in his letter to the District Magistrate dated 7th Septem-

" ber 1882, statesthat the plot was kept most gecret, and the High Court also viewed the

matter in the same light and observed * that the design, if formed, was not divul-

Petitioner.~The meeting at Komati Mattam is stated to have been held
on the 11th August (office day) between the hours of 10 4. 2. and 6 ». 3. Tt was
impossible, I could have attended the meeting. T signed the Attendance Register
before 11 A, M. and was kept working under the orders of the Treasury Deputy
Collector till a very late hour in the evening as usual. The nature of my work is
such that I cannot leave my seat without the knowledge of the Deputy Collector.
On the day of the meeting I attended the office at the usual hour and was not
absent from it even for a short time. - This statement the Deputy: Collector will
testify to. I am not a native of Salem, I have no relations nor have T contracted

Py 2 e R -
Blaif ) 4

S-SR

| G Rl i sk SR
R v i . s il

“ged vu‘n'al' the i@i_:és_t moment :it_wfﬁifg}ﬂ'it\ became necessary to do s0” and again in
another part of the Judgment, “If as T have observed in the previous ease, and in
“fact the true interpretation of at least oxie of the Assessors in this case, the con-
¢ spiracy was confined to fewer persons and was not divulged beforethe 14th August

% i would not be requisite to explain the ignorancein which the authorities remained

“of tl{e 'cbptemp‘l'atedv,deﬁgrllzby-; lmpugnmg the administraiion of the District nor
w byfi‘mputiﬁg complicity in the designs of the conspirators to the native officials

“on whom the Magistracy rely for information,”

- 6. Yowr humble petitiqqe_x:;bégs leave to brihgt(_) the special notice of the :

= ke

Honorable Board the following cony ersation which took place between himself and
the Collecter Mr. Macleane between the hours of 6 and 7 e, . on the 11th Janu.

ary 1883 which @ate {ﬁeorderrof ‘dismissal bears.  Your Petitioner and two other

officials wexe séut fdf from the ‘.Katc'heri b!"ﬁhe Collector to his fprivate residence.
: .Jf:‘ . Collector’'s Question.—I hear you are relagaq.ta.venkatachellam,ﬁgdali

f o
Lok

Local Fund Overseer, that has been convicted. _Iﬁ‘&fm% o
Petitioner's Reply.—1I am not related to him.

Oollector.—But I am told that yéu are related to him,

. Petitioner.—No Sir; Venkatachellam Mudali is not related to me. I
am a native of Chingleput, having come here simply to earn my bread. I hear
Venkatachallam Mudali is a native of Dharmapuri where he has his parents,
prothers, &e. I can substantiate the fact of my not being a relative by referring to
his own parents and brothers and also t0 my nearest relations at Madras and

friendships with Salem people to such an extent as to enable me to know any
secret designs. which they might have had’ with regard to the Salem riots. I also
beg to state that if .your honor makes enquiries from the Katcheri subordinates
your honor will be perfectly satisfied that I almost made the Collector’s Qffice my
home, working there from the morning till 4 late hour in th effi 7, as the
Sheristadar entrusted me with special work, besides my regular rowtine work in
the office. . I'may also mention that my house is-almost surrounded by Mahomedan
houses. The Mussalmans have had ample opportunity of watching my movements
and that if they had really any complaint against me, they would have preferred it

‘at once. They are not unfriendly to me asfar as I am aware..

Collector.— You don’t possess a g-ood character. Do you ?

Petitioner.—As to my character and conduct I beg to refer your honor
to the respectable Mahomedans of the place and to J. F. Price Esq., the present
(‘ollector of Chingleput, to Mahomed Ali Saib Bahadur, the Assistant Conservator
of Forests, South Arcot, who knew me ever since I came to this District and to
Mr. Mullaly, the Head Assistant Collector of Salem under whom T served for the
last three years.

7. In spite of all that your Petitioner urged on behalf of his innocence,
the Collector at the close of the albove said conversation, dismissed him at the spot
and to your petitioner’s utter surprise and sorrow the order of dismissal ha{ bégh
prepared before he (Collector) had sent for him (Petitioner). From the above cén:

versation your petitioner is led to believe that the Collector removed him from the

service, under the mistaken idea that your petitioner is a relation of Venkatachel-
lam, one of the ring-leaders convicted. It can be clearly seen from what is stated
in this humble appeal that your petitioner is in no way related to the prisoner

| ingleput. | : | | |
1{ Chinglep Vi katachallam’s caste man ? Venkatachellam, he (Petitioner) being a native of Chingleput. Your il
| Collector.— Are you not venkatacha an : further begs to state that he can prove that he is in no way related to Venkata-
L PRI tisluyg 30" he Maghaliar Dadho. 40 46 Boos 'V énkminohelian chellam as the Collector seems to think if a formal enquiry is held, u
| “f‘ ‘ 3 | 37 . . .
1 ) e R NP Ehal Fod A on R ol belong 8. Your humble petitioner submits that it was not fair to remove him from
' to the same sub-division with Venkatachellam or not. Lo Mt i €8t FL B i
| Collector.—Are ouy not a friend of Venkatachellam ? v cmbin e e s Sl s et of o
1 Peiitioner.—1 and Venkatachellam are simple acquaintances—not close to the centres Wh_el‘e meetings were said to have been held and who «, e
2 s A : patives of Shevapett having real and personal property and whom the Collector
e, 1 : rlon S. - . . | | A ‘ | | V ‘. | | |
-\ Collector.—But you and Venkatachellam lived in one and the same did not suspect h?d any knowled ge of the rioty. 1 t}ley o nteten
,‘f‘ | o was not at all possible for your petitioner to have previously known ariy thing of
‘I | ‘-‘ . . : . ‘ D
\ e er. - Tlive d 5 ] T the riots in'question.
t it No Si : ‘hett: Streot near the Town School %
$ Pet:twner.—fho s 3 ) h‘? Ay Ot s 9. Your humble petitioner begs to enclose a true sketch map of Shevapett
. ond Venkatachellam in Kandakara Street. K i M : showing his residence and other places referred to. Tt can be easily seen s
| Tlectors— Now Sir, I-hear you attended the Komati Mattam meeting. .’
‘ Collectors— Now Oir, y
- W hat say you to that.? |
8
>




{
- |

residence 1s far off from the places where the meetings were said to
lltfl({ ul)ll 45 your ]ltlili()n.(;l' ,\'litlt:tl .'l])u\‘('_, your [)('lillulll']'.\' h(nlh:- 1S
rounded by Mahomedan houges.

73 10. Your humble petitionier Lad been a servant of Government nearly 18
ot Yo «d was never-on any single occasion found fault with : and in proof of his
statement he begs to submit his Service Re gister and Testimonials for the considera-
tion of the Honorable Board. Te } hdd e.mtlod himself to one-third pension and
{
‘ was steadily rising in the service with the earnest hope of retiring soon from it on
Ly, half pension.
p 11. In summing Up, your humble petitioner re spectfully invites the
attention of the Honorable Board to the following points :—
5‘ I. That your petitioner is a perfect stranger to the Town of Salem and has
. no property,#relation or interest of any kind in the Salem District.
.\
. II.  That his heavy office work deterred him from mixing with the natives
b of the Town, or contracting friendly intimacy with them.
b )
n
| III. That at the time, when the Collector supposed bim to have been pre-
& sent at the meeting at Komatti Mattam, your petitioner was engaged
| in doing work at the office till a late hour in the evening.
3
| IV. That native officials of Shevapett living close te the places where meet-
' | ings are said to have been held, were not suspected of eriminal
E.\ knowledge and have not bheen visited with any kind of punishment.
] A V. That the general supposition that native officials were privy to the
criminal intention of the Hindu faction is ill-founded.
- | VL 'That the Collector made no enquiry to satisfy himself as to the accu-
1 ( Fi racy of the statements made by the petitioner in explanation of the
| Y charges made by the Collector.
i )
b VII. That your Petitioner had every thing to lose and nothing fo gain by
; withholding mforafation, which he was bound to disclose to his
% \llptll.()!\.
; Under these circumstances he very earnestly prays that the Honorable
Members of the Board will be graciousl§’ pleased to give his case due and careful
) coneideration and direct his restoration to his post with full pay for the period

during which he has been unjustly kept out of employ.

12. Your humble petitioner further begs to submit that should the Collector
assign any other reasous than that stated in the order of dismissal, ln. (petitioner)
may be allowed an opportunity to explain himself before ‘his case 15 finally dis.-
posed of

D YOUR PETITIONER SHALL EVER PRAY.

4 _ Sk dpril 1888,
gﬁ o A, dioeS

57,7 Sy J’/

C’ollectm s Office,
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