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' No.132. ~ Read thé following letter from W. WILSON, Esq., Madras Civil Ser-

: vice, to the Chief Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George; dated

’ Masulipatam, 30th December 1867. _ ' .
In paragraph 14 of their Order, No. 2103, dated 20th current, Government have
been pleased to censuro me for showing ““a most reprehensible indifference to the
prolonged detention of, and the suffering entailed thereby’” on, the persons whose dis-
posal formed the subject of my official letter, No. 208, dated 30th July last. The
censure of Government is based.on my having been content . with verbally instruct.
ing the Subcrdinate Magistrate to report for the orders of the Magistrate, instead of
addressing that Officer myself. Had I had reason to believe, and I had none, that
the Sub-Magistrate had neglccted his duty by not reporting the arrest of the prison-
ers, I should certainly have failed in mine_ had 1 not at once brought his miscon-
duct to the notice of the Magistrate ; but, so far from this being the case, I had, from
the information before me, no reason to suppose that the District Magistrate was not
alrcady fullyaware of the arrest and detention of the prisoners, nor had I any rea-
son to believe that it was from any neglect of duty on his part that no orders regard-
ing -the disposal of the prisoners had been received. The Subordinate Magistrate
had reported the fact of arrest immediately after its occurrence, and in the ordinary
~ course of official business I had no grounds for supposing that it had not been com-
municated to the proper office. In the Palnad, I had, except as a Settlement Officer,
" no authority whatever ; in this particular matter I had not the slightest official con-
“eorn, and, knowing this, I adopted what seemed to me the most proper mode of bring-
ing the matter again to the notice of the DiStric_:t Magistrate, with a view to such fur-
ther steps being taken as might ba necessary.  The delicacy which induced me to
act as I did, even if judged r_niétakeu, must be acknowledged to be natural. For me,
who had, as a Magistrate, nothing to do with the detention of these prisoners, to ad-
dress directly the District Magistrate, who was, so far as my information went, in all
“ordinary probability already cognizant of their case, would have been to intcrferé. in
his relations with subordinate officers who were not subordinate to me, and to sug-
gest to him that he had been neglecting his duty in a mafcfer in which I had no
concerii.  That I should consider such course improper is, I most respectfully sub-
mit, no ground for ascribing to me an indifference which, from the words of the
order, can bo.regarded only as inhumanity. In the best of faith I did what was I
thought best for the speedy issue of orders in the matter of the prisoners, and 1 can
only regret that what I_did should have by Government becen ascribed to indiffer-
enco to suffering. Iad [ been indifferent, Iwould never have made the inquiries I did,
or, having made them, would havercfrained from telling the Subordinate Magistrate,
as I did, at once to write o the Magistrate : this I thought at once the rcadiest for
the receipt of orders, and the most proper and respectful for me in my relations to
my superior Officer, the District Magistrate. Though the Sub-Magistrate did delafy
in reporting, and though he mado no mention of my verbal order when he did
_ report, I have not the slightest hesitation in saying that but for that order the
arrest of these prisoncrs might have been to this day unknown in the district office.
[Taving, as I believe,been the cause of all the action taken for the rclease .of these
men, I cannot but regret that Government should have ascribed to my indifference
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to wrong the course which under the circumstances I thought the best T could take, .
and which 1 venture to say would have commended itself to most other men as the
best. Iwould, therefore, most respectfully beg that Government may be pleased to
relicve me of a censure which ascribes to me the indifference of cruclty. I may

have been mistaken in my notions of the propricty or otherwise of interferencein

matters wherein I had no official concern between my = superior - ofiicet and one of

his subordinates ; but that I was, does not, I submit, argue me indiffcren/t.

No. 133. . OrpER THEREON, 20th January 1868, No. 83,

The Government adhere to the opinion expressed in their Proceedings of the
20th ultimo, that Mr. Wilson failed in his duty in not bringing to the notico of the
District Magistrate the lengthened period during which the prisoners referred to
had been detained in confinement, ' '

(True Extract).

Cliief Seerelary.

To W. Wilson, Esq. :
To the Magistrate, sztna Dlstnct

" Exd. J. 0. Burms,
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