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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Judicial Department,
20th January 1868.

No. 1814.

29th October 1867, No. 36G6. 3 .

- B E ' . 4 year 1866-67.

No. 127.  Read the following letter from E.C. BAYLEY, Esq., Secretary to
. the Government of India, Home Department, to the Secretary to Govern-
ment, Fort Saint George; dated Yort William, 31st December 1867,

I am directed to forward, for the information of the Government of Madras,
Fro:n Government of Bombay, No. 3667, dated 2.9th the accompm.lylng copy O.f thecorrespond.
" Ootebor 1867. ence noted in the margin, and I am to
Toditto . ditto, No, 1812, dated 81st December 186G7. 'request that the instructions of the GO_
vernment of India, as indicated in paragraph 4 of the letter to the Government of
Bombay, may be communicated to the Registrar General of Assurances in Madras.

Extract from the Proceedings of the Government of Bombay, in the Revenue Department, dated

Tead the following letter from the B.cgist.rar General of Assurances, dated 5th September 1867,
No. 1391, submitting a Report on the administration of his Department during the

. \] Resorvrion —The circumstances described at the commencemeént of this Report are, perhaps,

that reference should be well considered by Mr. Peile’s SUCCESSOT. . .

Nl e ‘

- o _. . : - .. B : L Lo . L T A c .

4 - small (Rupees 1 and 13), the proportion is greatly in excess.

gufficient to account for the falling off in registration of decds in the Mofussil. At the same time,
the Right Honorable the Governor in Council considers that causa has been ghown for the refer-
once which Mr. Peile states (paragraph 13) he has made to the Collectors, and the result of

2 Government observes, from a comparison of the Tabular Statements given in the 16th

and 17th paragraphs of this Report, that the proportion of optional to total registration is in
Bengal 41 per cent. ; in the North-West Provinces, 57 per cent. ; in Madras, 27 per cent. ; and
in Bombay, 21 per cent. There seems little reason for doubting ‘that this fluctuation is closely
connected with the fluctuation in the average cost of registering disclosed in column 7 of the

_ Statement embodied in paragraph 16. In Bombay and Madras, where the average cost of regis
tration is highest (Rupees 2 and Rupees 3} respectively), the proportion of optional registra-
tion is remarkably small, while in Bengal and the North-West Provinces, where the cost is

3. Theso figures seem to show that the high fees levied in Bombay tend to suppress optional
registration, and the Right Ilonorable the Governor in Council readily adopts Mr. Deile’s recom- .
mendation to reduce the rate of fee for optional registration to two Annas per folio of 72 words,

v 1 : with eight Annas as minimum.’ This change may take cffect from the 1st January next. The

approved. -

~ reduction in the fees for depositing and registering Wills, &c., proposed in paragraph 20, is also -

_ - _ .
1 4. Tho Right Ilonorable the Governor in Council desires to draw the attention of all Dis-

' o : ' ¢rict Registrars to the 27th paragraph of Mr. Peile’s Report, and feels assurcd that no occasion

~will be given for such remarks in future years.

o - b Tho result stated in paragraph 36 i3 satisfactory. :
R o 6. The alteration proposed in Clause (b) paragraph 71, is approved.

7 The attention of the Revenue Commissioners should be drawn to the small number of
. Summary Scttlement Sunnuds that have been registered, and they should be asked to inquire and
". report whether the orders of Government for registering these Sunnuds are being carried out.
- 8. TheRight Honorable the “Governor in Council considers that the results exhibited by
this Report show that the late Registrar General, Mr. J. B. Peile, has devoted great attention to
N tho dutics of his office, and Government thanks him for this interesting and elaborate Report.



F;om J. B. PEILE, Esq., Registrar General of Bombay,

«Proceedings of the Madras Government, Judicial Departme.r;t
20th January 1868,

9. Copies of theso Proceedings should be sent )

to the Government of Indi
should be asked for, under Secti ~ of India,
of Fees, nder Section 86 of Act XX of 1866, to the alterations propo

10. These Proceedings should be se
parately reported to the Secretary of S :
. . - t t
the Report and of this Res_qlutmn may be printed as & Supplement to the%over:nj;:: é:zzx;z "
* (True Extract.) .

(Si'gnefi) . M. J. SHAW STEWART,
4g. Chief Secy. to the Gout, of Bombay.

whose approval
sed in the Table

‘No. 3667. : - . ¢

Submitted to the Govemx;lent of India, with ¢ ile’
1867, No. 1391. ’ opy of Mr. Peile’s Report, dated 5th September

to M. J. SHAW STEWART, Egq.,

Acting Chief Secretary to the Government of Bombay ; dated 5th Se tember 1867
H ptcmber ) a

No. 1391. :

I have the honor to submit to Government a s
men.t of Registration of Assurances during the_yef:p;;gsfg;hor;;:l lms.t ration Of.. the Dopart-
April 1st, .1866, and ends on March 31st, 1867. In explanation of tlll)er:l()d Comprls.sed begine an.
must mention th-a.t only 14 days have passed since I received the last M ef 'M-e at thh I write, 1-
But I have also just received the Annual Report of the Bengal Regi ofussil Registrar's Report.
to compare the results in Bombay with those in Bengal, N orth-Wes%::::a;’ Ge.neral, and am able
rovinces, and Madras,

a duty which, perhaps, fairly falls on the Regist
date. . ' gistrar Gex}eral Whose_ Annual Report is latost in

2. . The narrative of the year is necessaril 80
1866) took the place of Acts XVI of 1864 and IX ofmfggsato;n ‘;';13" ftTh" amended Act (XX of
sufficient time had not been allowed to prepare the new books to beak er May 1st, 1800 ; but.us |
trars General were allowed a discretion of using the books kept und ef\t wader Act XX, Regis
1866. In Bombay, the new books were brought into use from Oc:3 x.b @ 2VE up to tho end of
ready a month earlier, but a heavy fall of rain made it impossible to ; etr iSt’ 1.866' ' The!y were
hands. In other Presidencies the old books were retained wntj] thepu dt ano o egistrars
was much inconvenience in administering the new law by aid of the ben :  osg; and us thors
think that Bombay gained a clear advantage in this matter. - ooks adapted to the old, I

3. Baut not only were the Acts and tho books chan

. ged; th fatrats

fran.sferred on October 1st, 1866, from the Judicial to the Reve:uv:o;i‘rof‘ el ration v;vas oo

I?eglstrars mostly remained unchanged, but the Collectors became Reoistr: oo Tho Special Sul.)--

cial Officers ; and the Revenue ITead Carkoons, Sub-Registrars in pls:ce of TISZHP};CO of tho Judi-
S1iis, "

4. And the new law was very tardil
i y made known to the Mofussil publ; iq -
some months of this year had passed that I was able to obtain any consixc’lcr::lfl.e :::I?csri(}t un'm
copies ;

. of the vernacular versions. Thus, although I proposed to Government in September 18G6 t
0/

distribute one copy ?f the A.ct and Rules to each group of 10 villages throughout the Presid '
and to have the sections which set forth the requirements and advantages of the Act copied e:zd.
£

publicly displayed in every village by each Village Acc
. fig ountant, I is
important measure until June 8th, 1867. ' ok T net eblo to carey out ths

5. These facts explain the unfavorable result of registration in the Mofussil. In Bombay it -

has increased ; in the Mofussil it has fallen off,

G . i
eneral rowult of 1860-6. a3 compared with the previous year.
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The following Tables will show this :—
Registration business of the year under rep

ort compa'red with that of the previous twelve

months,
L
IN BOMBAY.
From April 1st, 1865, to From April 1st, 1866,
March 31st, 1866. to March 31st, 1867.
o o -No. " Fees. No. Fees.
: BS. A P | RS. A. P.
Registration of instru- Compulsory 2,475128,646 7 O
I ments  affecting im-{ . 1,997| 25,897 12 0
moveable property. Optional....l) - 70, 398 0 O
II.  Registration of miscellaneous instru- 274 1,423 9 0 441} 991140
.ments. ) : :
III, . Special Registration— "'2'86
Included in the above... 792 10 ©
Not included in the above... } o208 313912 0 $ 1796 9,489 3 0

* Therefore not included in the total of Column 10 of Statement A.

_ 11,
In the Mofussil.,
"From April 1st, 1863, to|From April st, 1866, to
\ March 31st, 186G6. March 31st, 1867.
‘ . No. Feea. No. Fees.
] RS. |A. P. l ®s. [A.P.
Registration of instru- (Compulsory. | 48,078 1,44,226 5 3
I ments affecting im- i ¢ 71,604 2,04,080, 0 0 l
moveable property. Optional. ... 11,388/ 28,925{ 8 0
II." Registration of miscellaneous instru- ) |
103 117 SR 5,592 8,323 4 0 3,161 . 5,63911 0
III. Special Registration.— 5 . Ol‘
o Included in the above... ... *233 93 0 0
Not included in tho above. '} a5 085911 352614 0
e Therefore not included in the total of Column 10 of Statement A.
II1.
Receipts. Expenditure.
pril 1st,1865,/April 1st, 1866,/ April 1st,1865,|April 1st, 1866,
to March 31st,|to March 31st,'to March 31st, to March 31st,
* 1866. 1867. 1866. 1867.
' Bs. |APR| BS. A.“ p] =ms. AP BRS. |AfR
|Registrar General... cuevee veveeene 10,185 2| 0| 2,53815 0 70,76314| 3 39,724]10] 9
Registrar and Sub-Registrar, I | :
Fort and Colaba.......c0 capenenes 4,19615 0/ 14,68210 0| 7,882 8 9 10,187 8| 1
Sub-Registrar, Mahim... ... ...... 3’a1113l 0| 1808 4 0| 3,710, 7| 2{ 3,03 7| 2
., Mazogone. .| 3173 4 0| 3,730 3 of 4,084 511 3,602/ 1] 1
. Bhooleshwur ......| 11,081i11) 0] 20,294 1zl 0 7,882] 8l 9 11,117 5| 2




4 f
20th January 1868. :
1v. |
Receipts. Expenditure.
District. April 1st,1865,/April 1st,1866,|April 1st, 1865,/ April 1st, 1866, .
" |to March 31st,\to March 31st,{to March 31st,'to March 31st| .
1865. |  1867. 1866, 1867, |,
RS, A.lp. RS, Alp RS, A.|‘P. RS. Al P.
Ahmednuggur......ccovve conereeenne 32,423 5 6 26,324 5 9 9,701 5, 0 13,491| 8| 4 '
POODA.cceerreesrves sveses s veerraaes 31,340 3 0 24,921| 5 6 10,36410; 2| 12.556| 7| 6
SALEATR.vveeerererereenniesresrnneeanes 25,78513 6 25,471 8 0| - 5,031110/ 0| 10,228| 1| 1]°
DBATWaT..coveeseensenee sevneenensl 1469211 01 12,438 91 0 7,479 3| 2| "8.377] 4 9| :
TANDA. e vuereeesrereeersreesn sesseraes 17,081 7} 0\ 17,847]12 6|  6,54814/ 1| 9 779! 9| 8| |
Belgaum.......covee serversne seeees . 13,655/ 5| 0| 12,879| 2| ¢ 6,489 7| 8 8,32811/10| **
Khandeish........... o reeees seesanes 13,943} 8/ 0| 15,547(14| 0 5,7560113) 4/ 10,7321 4| : -
Ahmedabad......cosierecrernes cennd|  10,914111 0 14,50614) 0| 4,654| 2110| ¢ 53374 1]
SROIAPOTE. cvervvervierersrrorens . 1L,169 8 0, 9,99113 6| 6,175 4/ 9| ¢ 24011 3|
Kaira.cerrores veneenens e, 9,73313 0/ 12,0505/ 0| 2,435 010 5.13411| 7|
Rutnagherry...... ccovee e o aerene 10,353 7/ 6/ 11,306/15( 0]  6,681/10| 8§ 7,440| 8| 5| «
SUTBb.reveranenes coessnens sesunee o 8,3501 3 0 11,502114 0| 3,651 1] 0| 6 768/12! 8 °
Kulladghee,......... s e, 8,350 2 6 7,01414 6 342414/ 4 5 201)1301|
CAOATR er. o vaesnsren senesasensssnnens: 6,478 5 0/ 7,526/ 8 0|  2,991710| o] 5805 ¢l 4|
Broach.......iveeeesiesressssesssens 5,262 8 0\ 7,89113 0| 1,993 21)| 3 740l10| 7
Punch Mahals......cerweveereernee] seras ol B50 200 L ol 105760 2 6
ALIDBUG.orveerrerens serere sesesses S oS *4,198i 0 ... o | #3,43505] 8 -
t * This was formed into a separate district from Ootober 1866, l
6. The ﬁnancial’result of the year is a surplus of Rupees 50,190-2-8, besides a balance of
Finanoial result.of 1866-67. ’ sf't.‘({l(ilst oilz)(:ggse(;‘n h:i?d WOl‘thiﬂupeeslo,SSO-G-ll- |
. » y ow -
propriated bal 8 nothing but the unap-_

’ ' . . . ance avajl i . .
machinery of the department, and is no criterion of the success of its admi?lki':‘zrﬁ?{orllmplﬁvil:i ;ltl?
" ter of more_satisfaction to note that the average of monthly receipts is higher (al;,hou h some !
of the fees have been reduced) in the period embraced in this Report, than in thoso for %he g 0!
three months of 1866 and the last six of 18G5. The expendituro has been ad rsb-

i i . vancing i
proportion from increased establishments and a large outlay in books and pr esse:.cmg in greater

: 7. Thereccipts i -
Receipta and Expenditure. v month are shown l?elov?:d‘expendxture of cach
Months. Receipts. Expcndit“"ez | Surplus, - Deficit,
—_— _
RS. AP EB. A|P.| gg, Alp %8, |ale.
il 1866. .eeveerrr e oun 23,802/ 4| 9| *12,764 0| 5| 1119 |
Ay R 20,550 0| 6| 12,659 6| 0| 7895 o) 5
June vy eveeesessesiaes i.| 26,306 3 0f 15,823 GO 10,482!12| o
July - vy eeeeereesiseninees 25,12115 6/ 17,129, 8 7|  7.992h11)1]
August s eeeereeceresenens 25,220 4/ 6| 16,820 6| 8| 8§ 4081310
September 4y eeereeccrscnnen| 19,228 21 6 15,785 41 01 344914l ¢
OCtober 4y sesererereriueens 21,33918 0| 12,792 3/ 3| 8547/ 9 ¢
November ,, evenrresnresinans 18,662 .8! 0} 12,81211110 5 849|192 2
December ;5 evecerereserenian. 21,47615 0| 21,928 4 4| ... | | 451 5 4
January 1867, .cee... ] 22872110 0| 15,658110| 81 791400 °
February 55  cereesvorceccnnnes 23,157, 6/ 6 1?»727 131 9 4,429! 8' g
el | 17,226 9 0 1980410 8 L ' 2.608| 3 8
. Total... 2,65,070i 3| 3| 1,92,796 3'l 7| 75,303 sl 8 3119 9 0

. . . 146-7+ t of remunerati id 3 N —
® This item is exclusive of the sum of Rnpees'21$0 7:2 on acoount on paid in Al to Jodiod
negist\?;rl:;ndm Moonsiff Sub-Registrars, hence the difforence betwecn this and the cost shown in nl:e f°3, muo ;& ol
Report, No, 62, of January 10th, 1867,

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Judicial Department, ' |

. ed by special agency, and strengthens the common opinion of the Collectors

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Judicial Department,
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8.  The defails of expenditure will be found in the last columns of Statement A*, and in
greater detail in Statement B,* where the
* Appended ) actual expenditure on stationery and dead stock

in each district has been approximatefy debited
to it. ’

9. To this I have to add the part of the remuneration of Judicial Registrars and Moonsiff
Sub-Registrars (sanctioned from February 1865 by the Government of India in June 1866),
which belongé to the first half of the year under report. The total sum paid under this head in

the year 1866-67 was Rupees 36,489-6-4, of which about Rupees 25,542-9-1 are on account of .

the year1865 -66, and the remainder, Rupees 10,946-13-0, are debitable to 1866-67.

10. And in order to give the whole cost of the department, I have obtdined from the Super-
intendent of Stationery a Return of the value of paper supplied for printing the Register Books.
With this included, the total cost was Rupees
Balance. ' ' 2,14,880-0-7 out of a total income of Rupees
: ' 2,65,073-3-3, being a lalance of Rupees

50,190-2-8 as already stated.

11. I shall have more to say on increasing than réducing the cost of the administration. I

will only say here that the expenditure for presses, seals, &c., will not recur for many years, and °

that the cost of books and printing will be reduced, as soon as the forms are finally settled, and
the demand is better known. The charge for temporary Carkoons was scarcely as much as was
absolutely necessary to bring up arrears, the establishments in Bombay especially heing quite inade-
quate. This item will probably be transferred to permanent establishment on proposals which I
* am about to submit. The percentage drawn by Sub-Registrars I shall presently show to be very
modcrate—sixtsevenths of them getting an average of less then Rupees 25 per mensem, of which
they pay half to their establishment. There is one finansial matter, however, which must not be
overlooked in considering reductions. This is that, although every district, except Punch Mahals,
has a surplus on the whole, there are 54 Sub-Registry Offices which have not paid their expensés

in tbe six months during which the work was done by Revenue Officers, and 47 of these are
Offices under the Revenue ITead Carkoons.

12. 'This is not peculiar to Bombay, as there are two whole districts in the North-Western
Provinces, and 12 in Bengal, which do not pay their expenses; but I think it indicates that the
Ioad Carkoon Sub-Registrars do not extend the operation of the Act as far as it might be extend-

| agaiqst‘ the employ-
ment of the Ilead Carkoons. '

" 13. I have already called the attention of the Registrars to the stato of the above Offices, and
invited their suggostions to make the agency of the department in these places more efficient.

14. I will now proceed to consider the suc- -A

. Bystem of Registration, cess of the administration, and compare it with

that in the other Presidencies, under two headg—
I.—The System. Does;it encourage Registration ?

1L —The Agency. Is it efficient and improving ?
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15. I open the first subject by referring to the Comparative Statement beloy, which shows

that, if we compare the area and population with the number of instruments registered, the work

of the year in Bombay compares favorably with-that in other Presidencies. Dut I wish to make -

. much more use of this Statement than merely to note that fact.

16. The most important column in this Statement is that which shows approxim‘atcly the

' - average fee paid for each instrument registered,

Rate of Fees. and I wish it to be examined in connection with

, ) . the next Statement below, which gives the

amount of optional registration for the year in each Presidency. It is clear that compulsory
registration is limited only by two conditions—the number of instruments exccuted, and the diffu-
gion of the knowledge that they n.wst be registered—and I have described above the means I have
taken to spread the knowledge of the Act.” But optional re gistration may as easily be nipped by

. - 4
excossive fees as any branch of industry by an excessive duty.

VI
: ; & [ 3 ° ag =
2 TEL £ §%g :E
Ei &5 | Egd g g8 ¢3
e e &g g LOE 3
: 2 . « 4 a @ 3 S3a g
Province. g g °Ze |" ok °g | g= o5& Remarks.
g 3 588 | 58 3 B2 o™
= v . 3 =}
Dl 4 |Z3|fEi| P |iag if
° & sbA| 580 g & o -59
« [ Y b4 - P - w
| TR P.ll RS B8, A, P,
Bengal... e o 18,200 37,705,606 | 166,079 | 182,168/ 1,70,678 8 0 1 | 953,745 2 10 The Reportn for B
. (4} on.-
. 4 gal and Madras are
North- West . | for 11 monthe ; that
Provinces ...| 82,001 30,007,871 | oo |118,997|1,75,711 0 0l 1% | 63,06211 vg:c;.o;;?.xfz a};ro.
. O |
' dar yoar 1866 ; tha
. or Bombay for 12
Madras .. e ' 123,250 [22,644,519 | 100,557 | 109,698 12,00,000 0 ©0; 8 | 23,300 § 6 E‘;’:é?.‘ Blst °"1‘g;’7g
The foes ue' for ,ll
R ‘ ;inonthl in the two
Bombay... w.... 76,367 11,000,000 | ... | 69,188]2,24,183 8 3; 3} | 50,19 3 8 t}:t’lu:t:: {‘v,v:) lffr:n
i vincos,

® The Bengnl Registrar General shows 8 surplue of Bupees 86,000, bat without deducting the cbarge for printing
and stationery, which he says forms one of the heaviest items. 1{ the Bombay charge for printing and stationory is

deducted from this surplus, it leaves the above balance,

17. While it has been shown that the year's results in Bombay cowpare favorably with

those of other Provinces, the optional registra®

Registration of instruments affocting immoveable pro-\
perty—

CompulSory... e

Optional ... e .

Registration of instroments affccting
moveable property...

tion compares unfavorably, except with Madras.
I regret that I cannot show in each case the
average rate of fee per instrument in each kind
of registration done last year. "In Bombay the

w0
- 23
Por instrument.

rates near early as shown in the margin. In

Madras th‘c rate for optional registration cannot be very much lower.

. -

e -q--
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¢ VIL
‘Optional Registra-
tion of instruments
affecting—
:{3:‘;‘;‘;‘_ Moveable Total Rat ff-‘ R
perty. property.| Total. ate of fec. emarks.
No of Re-No.of Re-
gistra- | gistra-
tions. | tions.
Bengal......... ..| 45,234 | 28,775 | 74,009 |When the value does/Money Bonds,}
: not exceed Rupecs| a rising scale| | The Reports
25, 4—Ditto ex-| ad valorem. unfortu-
ceed Rupees 25, nately do
but under 100, 8 not give,
Aunas. the means
of show—l
North-Western > ing the
Provinces......| 26,947 | 41,719 | 68,666 |Instruments under/Plus a charge average'
‘ Section 18,Clauses| for copying amount of
1, 2—8 Annas.! into DBooks fee  for,
Ditto, Clauses 3,/ at one Ru- each re-
5,7, arisingscale,] ‘pee for gistra-
but where value or] 1200 words, tion.
annual rent does| 20 per cent.|)
not exceed Rupees
500, Rupee 1.
Madras..e.esssee..| Detail not given. | 30,928 [If not more than 300
. ‘ words, Rupee 1;
‘ over 300 words,
fourAnnas per 100
words, or part
thereof.

Bombay... ... ...; 11,458 3,062 | 14,520 |For instruments af-
fecting immove-
able property, six
Annas per folio of]
72 words; mini-
mum, Rupees
2-8-0, Dittol .
moveable proper-
ty, three Annas
per ditto; mini-
mum, Annas 12,

18. In Bengal and the North-Western Provinces the highest fee for optional registration of
instruments affiecting immoveable property is only eight Annas, and a Money Bond for a value not
above Rupees 500 is registered for one Rupee. In the first case the fee in Bombay would be at
least Rupces 2-8-0, and<in the las‘t would be 12 Annas, whatever the value ; and the average rate
appears to be Rupees 1.
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24. A Registrar sho_uu not be stationary, and, therefore, he should not be a District Judge ;
. ' he should be able to visit all parts of his dis-
Registrars. trict, and, therefore, be should not be a Sub or

Head Assistant Collector ;"and for these two‘

reasons, and becauso he ought to be an Officer of high authority, he should not be a Deputy Col-
lector. I, therefore, prefer the agency in Bengal and Bombay to that in the North-Western
Provinces and Madras. : 3 .

25. But whoever the Registrar is, unless he thoroughly performs the duty of ir;spection.
registrations will not prosper in his district. The Registrar’s original work is very trifling, and
his chief duty is to exact the Sub-Registrars’ periodical returns with rigorous punctuality,  and
inspect their offices at least twice a year. '

96. Asto inspection, 11 out of 17 Mofussil Registrars report that they inspected more or
less of their Sub-R_egistmrs’ offices during the year. The rest did not find time to inspect any

97. As to control of the returns; Government are aware that Sub-Registrars are required
to transmit fortnightly two copies of their indices for that period to the Registrar. Ile keceps
one copy and sends the other to the Registrar General. These copies are the base of the index
system of the department. I can only say that some of my Registrars are quite equal to those of
whom my Bengal colleague writes—=~* N otwithsAtanding the stringent provisions of the law and rules
on the subject, I have not yet received a single index elip from any of the offices named in the
margin, and there are several other offices from_which I do not receive them with any sort of
regularity.” ' ' .

98. Ilowever, I have to note many exceptions, and to acknowledge the assistance and sug-
gestions I have had iirom several Registrars, and something must be condoned on account of the
insufficiency of the estublishments, which are of the same strength in all cases whatever the work.
1t is clear that they should be classified. :

29. 1 intend to propose to give to each Registrar one efficient clerk, who shail be competent

to prcpar;) tlie. Sub-Registrar’s records for the Registrar’s inspection, and to add others in propor- ~
tion to the work of cach district. When this is granted, there will be no defect in the machinery -

as far as I can judge, and 1 hope Government will support the Registrar General in requiring rigor
* punctuality, and frequent inspections, on which subject I will propose some rule for approval. ’
30. My own inspection has been limited this year by other heavy duties, of which Govern-
ment is well aware. I visited Sub-Registry Offices in Tanna, Surat, Canara, and Khandeish, but
this was quito insufficient I should regret it the more, if I did not think that inspection “:ould
have been less uscful before or during administrative changes than when the system is scttled. In
the coming season, the Registrar General will probably not be fettered by other duties .

31. Whoever administers the department will, I am sure, be convinced that incess.a.nt inspec-

tion is the first condition of success. The procedure i3 very simple, but perfect ‘miformitp o
practice is not sccured without care and trouble ; for two Officers may do the Bﬂmo-thing . yt o
- ways, neither erroneous, but sufficiently discrepant to impair the symmetry of the record and cause
immense inconvenicnce. _ ’ : : e
32. The appointment of the Mamlutdars and Mahalkurries’ Ilead Carkoons to be Sub-Rcéis-
o . trars was an experiment, and I think it has been

Bub Registrar. very useful in allowing' me time to substitute

: . special Officers by degrees and by careful sclec-
tion. Many of the Collectors complain that the Sub-Registrars neglect their revenuo duties : and
the substitution of special Officers where the registration work is heaviest, which has been g’oing

hY

on from the first, will gradually corfine the registry by Ilead Carkoons to places where rcgistra-'

tion is not likely to be largely extended. L

33. I have shown above that, in 46 offices under IIcad Carkoons since October 1st, 186G, tho
receipts have not cq'ua.lled the cxpenses, and I think that the salary may, in most of theso cases,
be. redaced to 10 or even five Rupces. Dut this, and the re-adjustment’ of the offices, will be

Lo . '"',',‘"‘“\,. _

= \
/

i
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separately considered. I need only say here that the pay of the new Special Officers has so far
been provided out of the sanctioned amount by aid of the recent re-adjustments of territorial
boundaries.
31. The Mofussil Special Sub-Registrars draw Rupees 75 and 50 fixed salary, and the Head
. : Carkoons Rupees 20 and 15, and 20 per cent.
Nambor of of .the fee c?llectlons, out of which they pay
Avorage smount per Sub-Regis- | Special or Head Car-|  their establishment. I have analyzed the
month, trars drawing koons. : .
that amount. amount thus drawn from the fees, and give the
| result in the margin. As probably half of the
| ‘ . sum shown is appropriated to establishment, the
Over Ropoes  100.. 1 Special, . A
50, undor 10v. s oo emolument appears very moderate—the highest
17 %‘g Special, L oon,| P2 drawn by a Bombay Sub-Registrar being

"
I 26, 4 50"l

‘ . 19 Special, Rupees 128-8-0. :

Under 25 153 134 Head Carkoons. P

35. But I have found that the appoint-

The work is easy and independent, and involves no travelling nor anything else repugnant to
Native tastes. With a view to extending the number of Special Officers, I have recently been
inviting educated Natives to become candidates, and have registered several names for every ap-
pointment there is likely to be. : )
© 86. I thercfore conclude that the pay is sufficient, and I have been in a position to apply
for o list of candidates to the Department of Education, and to institute an examination in the
Act and Rules for probationary Sub-Registrars. I have no hesitation in stating that the pros-
pects of this part of the Agency are very satisfactory. s : - T
37. The plan of requiring the Sub-Registrars to employ out of the fee percentage an
cstablishment sufficient to do the work without arrears has been perfectly successful in preventing
the accumulation of arrears. The registers have been neatly kept, as far as my experience goes,
but this will be more fully observed and reported after another year. _ .
38, The Sub-Registrars of the Island of Bombay require special notice. I think the results
' ' " will convince Government that the time is come
Nomber of Regis-  ¢,1 pe-gdjusting the Sub-Districts, as one Sub-

\

) trations.
Eogi;::a\j iar. Fort and Colaba seem 32; Registrar had more business than all the others
sub-Rogistrar, For olaba e .- 2 .
e ﬁ * Lhooleshwur w .. 3,063 and the Registrar put together. A large
” ;;::’;,’f:m """ * :gf amount of registration will always be offered at
" g o

‘ ; o the Registrar's Office, because the Solicitors’
offices are in the Fort, and the work has been increased this year by a proportionate diminution
in registrations by the Registrar General. Bhooleshwur comprizes the whole of the Native
rocreantile quarter. . Mahim, on the contrary,is a thinly populated locality, where little business
is done, and one Officer could undertake this and Mazagon together, while the other might take a
part of the Bhooleshwur Sub-District. -Proposals on the subject will be submitted separately.

®* 39. In concluding my remarks on Agency, I note that 133 appeals were made during the

year from Sub-Registrars’ orders of refusals to .

Appeals from the Registering Agency. register ; the number of refusals to register

bLeing 4,034 The Registrars in GO cases ordered registration. There were 190 petitions to the
Civil Courts against orders of Registrars, and in 112 cases the Court ordered registration. It
must be remembered that in some cases where a Registrar is bound in the first instance to refuse
registration, the Court is competent, on petition, to order him to admit the document.
40. There are two matters of general interest on which I shall next remark, viz. ;—
1.—Special registration. o o
11.—Memoranda of decrees and orders of Court. - o
41. Special registration is comparatively rather backward in Bombay, but the progress for
: the year is satisfactory. Madras is suffering

8necinl Registration, . .
pecin’ S8t from an increase of fecs. The opposite result

ments are greatly coveted by respectable Natives. .

<
3
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has ensued in Bengal from lowering_ the fees, and the same improvement may be anticipated in
Bombay. I have bad some correspondence with the First Judge of the Bombay Small Cause

Court, with a view to facilitat i
5.6, 18657, s itate the operation

Bengal .o 4,773 13,363} Elevtin of the Section. Delay is still caused by re-
N. W. Provinces o 1,626 10,274§ wonths quirin 41 . .
Madrss 12:715 7,964 quring translations of the promigsory notes

v 687 8,448 . on which special agreements are endorsed, which
_ feems unnecessary in any case when the Judge
is familiar with the language in which the note is written.

42, The registration of Memoranda of the decrees and orders of Court is in a very satis-
: factory state in Bombay. I had some trouble
_ (which my colleagues have fclt also) to arrange
conveniently how the costs attending such registration shall bo collected and paid, and what they

shall be. The fee for registration has been lowered from Rupces 2-8-0 for each Memorandum
: which was found oppressive in suits for smal'l

Registration of Memoranda and Decrees,

NuMBER OF MEMORANDA- ' : . e . .
i " Svotion 41, Bection 42, sums, to one Rupec. This is collected by the
- Beogal «ioie 924 19,1471 Eleven Nazir wh it 31 . . .
Madras e . 80 13,142{ months, .I\az when the suit is filed, and paid by him
Bombayee - e seve 98 13,620 into the Treasury, and he scnds a Treasury

) : Receipt with the Memorandum to the Registrar

who takes credit for the fee in his accounts. 'The fee for every copy to be made for other oﬂice;

was fixed at eight Annas per copy, which removed the difficulty of counting the number of folios

_ in a document before it wag written. Itis curious to observe how adverse the atmosphere of the

Original Jurisdiction of High Courts is to the sending of Memoranda. During the year under

~ report none were sent to any Office in the Island of Bombay nor in Madras, and only 109 in
Caleutta. In Bombay, they have now begun to flow.

43. 1 shall now proceed to notice what requires attention in the Act, Rules, Rooks, Indices
Fee Table, and other minor matters. - ’ o

44, Doth the Act, and the rules _framed in accordance with it, are, in my opinion, efficient

- _ for the purposes of : ! .
Maclinery for obtaining the objeots of the Act. object i:: ﬁx:‘st, to en;};:seinls:::u;:;trl:x:::;:
conclusive evidence that it is admitted by the
executing party to be genuine and correct ; next, to prescrve an exact transcript of this evidence
and of the instrument ; and, lastly, to provide a perfect system of indices to the record thus
formed.

45. Whenever there is anything so wrong about the instrument or its exccution that the
Registering Officer is bound to reject it, an appeal is 8o provided,* that the holder is brought at
once to lay the case before the Civil Court, whose decree can protect him from any vexatious
obstruction caused by the executing party. A dispute as to exccution, consideration, and the
like, is thus brought to immediate issue. !

4G. Registration duly completed, a copy of the more_important class of instruments (those
which affect immoveable property) is preserved in the office of every Sub-District in which any
part of the property is situated.

47. Any person who desires to know what instruments have been executed affecting .such‘
property, may refer; either by tho names of the executing partics, if he knows them, or by that
of the village in which the property is, to the' indices of any Sub-District or Distri;t in which
any part of the property is situated, or to the general index of the Central Office in Bomba
The same indices will guide him to & Mecmorandum of any decree or order of a Civil Court whig};
affects the property. : ' .

48. Ifany of these instruments have, since registration, been cancelled or limited by an
order or decree of Court, the searcher will find all particulars of such order or decreo noted in

.the margin of the Register book, opposite the transcript of the instrument.

# If immovcable proporty is concernod,

p o
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49. 1 have found no difficulty in regulating the practice of the department in gtrict con«

- formity with the Act. Tt is perhaps a defect

The Act. (already brought to notice) that when a regis-

tered instrument is declared a forgery in &

Criminal Court, the alleged exccuting party cannot have it marked as such in the Registry books
without obtaining the decree or order of a Civil Court. I have noted one other error in the
language of tho Act. In Scction 82 it is enacted that a Registering Officer need not give (With
a view to appeal) a copy of his reasons for refusing to register an instrument whick ke has a dis-
cretion lo refuse to accept Sfor registration. Asit stands, a Registrar is not bound to give &
copy of bis reasons if he refuse for other reasons to register a document which he has accepted,
under the discretion allowed him by Section 32. The expression should be, ‘‘except he refuse it
in the excrciso of & discretion allowed to him." . :

50. Other Registrars General have found the following difficulties :—

Bengal., 1.—The Registrar General, in noting the useful stringency of Section 21 (prescrib-
ing the manner in which immoveable property shall be described in a deed), regrets that -
the descriptions returned by the Civil Courts under Scction 42 do not always come up
to tho requirements of the law. They are required to do so *‘as far as may be practic®
able.” But I have found that in case of certificates of gale of immoveable property (Act
V1II of 1859, Scction 2359), which must satisfy Section 21 entirely, and not only as far
as practicable, the Judges are unwilling to adopt, in reading Section 213 of Act VIII,
the definition of 8 description * gufficient to identify"’ given in Section 21, and conse-
quently the certificates often cannot be registered and are void. OneJ udge has pointed
out that the full description may be obtained under Section 249, the proclamation of
gale under which may be required to contain *“any other particulars the Court may think
nccessary.”’ .

1I. Ile remarks on the vagueness of the term ¢ presentation,” and the doabt whether
the periods of limitation apply to the appearance of executants under Section 36. They
clearly do not apply to it—see Section 66. The difficulty is, in plain terms, that, aftera
document has been put into an Officer's hands for registration, there is no provision to
limit the time within which thoso persons must present themselves whose signature he
lias to obtain on it, in order to complete registration, Scction 16 says they may appear
« from time to time.” My predecessor used to refusoe registration if they did not appear
after duo notice, but this scems illegal. T have tried to meet the diffculty by an extra
feo or penalty, imposed *“if the Registering Officer be not desired to apply for a sum-
mons*® within one month from the date of the presentation cndorsement,” and increasing
as the delay is protracted. '

JII. 1le remarks that, though an exccutant may be produced by summons, and may even
admit exccution (Section 36}, yet be cannot be compelled to sign the endorscment (Scc*

" tion G6) and then registration bas to be refused. lle thinks the law should be amended.
I do not agree. In all important registration, there is & right of petition from the
chistra‘r‘s refusal to the Civil Court, which can order registration if the petitioner
has complied with the requirements of the law, and, therefore, clearly whether the
exccutant signs or not. The exccutant probably refuses to sign under a sonse of injustice,
ond it is right that the Court should hear evidence before registration is ordered.

1V. 1le remarks that, while Section 57 requires that cvery document presented for
registration be copicd without delay, the entrics in the register and indices may have to
Lo cancclled if registration i8 refused. It isnot the practice here to cancel such entries.
A Court may reveree the refusal, and order registration to be completed.

N, Drovinces.—The Registrar General considers Scction 82 imperfect, because it does
not allow & Regietering Officer to cancel bis order of refusal if a superficial reason for
refusal is removed, €. g if the dcfective stamp or description under Section 21 is

¢ Too't:in the sttendance of the executing parties.
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* rectified. I got over this difficulty by makin 1 ‘
pl.'esenter hashad an opportunity (i‘ d{scoverini 51;2‘:;2;:1“(10(:;00:5 forll?'!;}o :1101" her tho
lv;x:l: the Registering Officer that the stamp is deficient, he will 1.>resent th::esdnot N

. meeta r.efusal, and appeal. If he does agree, he will take it awa Ocumcn?,

. until it is corrected. ' 7, sad not present it
Madras.—The Registrar General remarks on the issue by Revenu 1

opeﬂli':z:si swhose p.resence or testim?ny is required in rcygistratio: (;)fglc:: st(})li; :c‘i'lriml(;:::x .

o isv:(iuzo,m and that 1.;he Iigh Court have ruled that a Tahsildar, asa Rev e

)1 petent to issue a summons, and that disobediences to ’h enu.e

not punishable under Section 174 of the Penal Code. *‘ Revenue Otﬁc-cs:'c' iss(ll1 n;imO; si:S

; cfined by

Bombay Rule 57, and no difficulty has been found. In some casesrecusants have been
ecn

punished under the Penal Code.
51. The Rules werg very ably framed before the commencement of Act XX, andh
e qu'ired little alteration. InJ un’e 1866 a;es:::
. , xtmtt:dé by dircction, amended forms of ,Rule ¢
0 efin . . “ e . ’
hou.ses (not ix.1 t?wns) and lands are to be described unier S:ctit:: ;Tn::;l:il' 1{1 ‘I“S‘;n’_ by‘ hich
flemSned t°_ 1_‘m1t the Registering Officer to his proper function, and ;o restrai uh? o vhich wos
ing tg; vallldlty of instruments presented for registration. , . -lm from consider-
. It was necessary to devise a check on the Sub-Registrars’ fe i ir clai
:gaze::::;aé;:borlll zhc.:m. This was done in October 1866 byothree addiiii(:i;c:::l):: *:‘:i ;h"(;f o
_ ub- gistrar shall forward to the Registrar, at the end of each mo t,h y mc?ed
both shows his total collections for the month, and is a bill for his percentage ;h" : for.m \.vhxch
. bRyult:% ;I‘reatls‘\;ry Oﬁi.cer to whom he paid his collections, and is the re'ceipt;g f;)i' tllxscx: rz.n ls.slgned
. 10 Registrar (by reference to his Account Office as Collector) checks th eqmre(‘i b
of the month, and presents a general percentage bill (countersigned by the Deput Co oo otions
ql} the Sx.xb-Re.gistrars. A copy of the general bill is sent to the Registrar Gcﬁ:er w?nllllec;m) i:or
:nct: Regls?ra.t.lqn Return of the month, DBy Rule 21, the Sub-Registrars have to pa itx t}tx ° D
ect1'ons d.axly, and I have directed that, as each fee is taken, tho amount shall be tyd' e
}-ecelpt: signed by the Registering Officer on the face of the instrument rcgistc::dc IEI‘I' form o &
inspecting Officer can always ascertain whether a sufficient fee bas been charged b; co::xatli]y’ 3‘0
ng the

folios of thecopy of any instrument in the Register books, and comparing the result with the entry
10 entry

_in the:' Sub-Registrar’s Day Book and Accounts. The control thus secured seems to b

53. . On October 1st, the first Carkoons of the Talooka Cutcherries in mo (:, o complte.
Sub-Regnstra?rs. Six additional rules were sanctioned to regulate the time and stenses Locame
devote to their registration duties, and to prohibit an improper use of their off means .tlfey should
the registration done cheaply and badly. . 0. cial position to get

5%, In May 1867, 1 obtained sanction to a rule which empowers Registering Officers t
s tore-’

ject any document on which the blank s i i i
' pace is manifestly inadequate for the ent
ment and certxﬁf:ates: Some inconvenionce had been reported, and as the ab:v:in(:f'the endorse:
m:;de. befor'e rcglst-ry is completed, & space on which to make them may legally be ol iy
rule is as little stringent as possible, and docsnot, like the corresponding Mad rensired. Tho
blank epace of specific dimensions.  Hadras rule, roquire
55. Thisis all that T have added to the rule '
i ] ‘ s, but there have been several i
- i;mcnta,.l orders which will be noted in their places, and may, with ndvanta"c‘ e::‘g:{lﬁ{rttagt cepart-
x:matxon a3 .rules. I am aware of only one alterationin the rules which i: x;ow desi lblc o co.n )
with suggestions for a few additions, I will bring forward scparately. sirable, and this
56. The following rules in other Presidencies secm {s me questionabic perhapsillegal
R 1% . . . . . ’ :—
Bcngt.zl, R.ule 12—Tho description specified in Section 21 may be dispensed witl 'fg: i
tification is complete without it. | i the iden-
Bengal, Rule 75.—A documcnt not clai
. . aimed for one year af A i
e desonged . year after the comp]ctx?n of registry

“for all uscful purposcs,

- ——— s ——
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Madras, Rule 59.—If an instrument tendered for registration does not contain such a de-
scription of the property a8 is required by the above rules, the parties exccuting the same
ghull be allowed to append the necessary description in a schecule. i

57. AsIfound that tbe practice of ordering each book as indented for to be sent from the

. Bombay Education Society’s Press led to delay,
Books. I, in May last, took over the supply of books,
and established a Stationery Supply Dranch in

- my own Offico. To reduce correspondence and check the issue of books, I devised the Book

Indent, of which & specimen 18 appended A register, in the same form, is kept in the General

Tegistry Office, and in that of each of the Registrars.

58. The expense of books has so far been very heavy. I think that, when the most con-
venient forms and sizes are quite scttled, it

Expond:t Books and Stationery. i i '
sponditure on Books a l: ‘.e o will be expedicnt to lfavc the supply half-yearly

| Notetated.- from England. It is difficult to acquire any

30,111 10 7{&‘:&:"‘ stock in Bombay, and expensive to send each

Bengnl.. o o0 ot T

North-Woestorn Provinces.e

mudrbu...' s e e e gg:‘;ﬁ 1 : sSI book s it is required. I succceded, however

Bombiy.s . . ove  ear ase - . . . ’
ombey ! in sending a half-year'ssupply to each Registrar

before the rains sct in.

e, for the uscfulness of the whole department de-
pends upon their correctness. The aim of the
Act is that the index of every office ghould con-
tain a referenco to every document affecting im-

d; the Registrar General’s index, to all such docu-

inents without Teserve 3 (he Registrar's, to all affecting immoveable property in his district ; the

Sub-Registrar's, to all affccting jmmoveable property in hissub-district. Miscellancous documents

are made of less account, and are only indexed in the office where they are registered.

0. Tho Act dirccts that, periodically (in Bombay fortnightly), Sub-Registrars shall send to
£ their Indices I and IT (in which are indexed all documents affect-

their Registrars two copics 0 .
The Registrar keeps one copy, and sends the

ing immovcable property) for the. fortnight past. .
other to the Registrar General, to whom he also scnds 8 COpy of bis own Indices I and II for the

59. The indiccsare of special importanc

Indices.

moveable property with which it is concerne

fortnight.
6l. DBut the Act le

sary to make the indices convenicnt
how far, tho principal indices compi

Registrar General much of the detail neces- -
d, more especially, he decides whether, and
shall bo transcribed afcesh when the year

aves to the discretion of the
for reference, an
led from day to day
ccascss . _
¢2. TIn Bengal, the whole of the current indices in all officesare, at the end of the year,
completely written in alplmbctical order. In Madras, the best arrangement feasible is made of
tho actual copics and original indices. The Bombay practice combines elcments of both plane,

and I will more particularly describe it. .

63. Tho original current indices are in the form of lettered loose sheets. A Registering

Officer makes entrics on & gheet A until it is full, and then tacks to it a second sheet A, and so
C, are bound together in order, the Sub-

on. At tho cud of the year, when all the sheets A, B,
Registrar has an index alphabetically arranged by the first letter of the index word, but mnot by
lex iz, therefore, not per/’cclly alphabetically, but it is sufficiently 89

the second ot third. Tho in '
t imperfection would not cause five minutes

for I suppose that the sligh
the index of the hardest worked Sub-Registry office in the Presidency.

cred the Sub-Registrars to gend their fortuightly copics with the 4 entries
But as generally there were but one or two entrics under many

of tholetters, tho accumulation of tlank paper in thesecopics was enormous, and this defect must
bo felt, 1 supposc, in Madras. The bulk of the ngcral Registry offico index, whichis made up

of & completo sct of these copics from every ofice, must be terrific.

difference in o gearch of
Gh. Atfirst, I ord
on a shee! leticred o, and go on.

]
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65. For this reason, I now make the Sub-Registrars copy their indices straight on upon
unlettered sheets, which is no more trouble to them, or indeed to any one, asI had determined
that the Indices I and Il of Registrars and the General Registry Office must be transeribed. Thae
copies, therefore, are made cu inferior paper, not to be preserved.

66. Inow come to the Registrar’s indices. At the end of the year he has his own original I
dicesI and II, and 2Gsets of copies from his Sub-Ragistrars’ offices. All thesehe hasbeen inbstructe&
to make up and transcribe into ageneral index for the past year. As sub-districts may alter, but

’

districts will not, the Registrar’s Annual (or Section 64) Index is made without sub-divisions, and
t4 2

contains, in perfect alphabetical order, every entryin Indices I and II throughout the district

67. Sometimes a document is registered Ly a Registrar, and copies of it sent to one or moro
of his Sub-Registrars. In this case, the document is indexed by each of theso Officers, and in the
Registrar’s Annual Index appears twice or oftener. To kecp such entries clear, I ha;e directed
that index entries of registration of copies shall be in red ink. In the Registrar's Annual Inde
therefore, such an entry would first show in black ink registration by the Registrar, and next belo):\:
in red ink registration by each Sub-Registrar concerned. In the redink entries the first columns of
the index, giving name of executing party, &c., will not be filled in, but only the last, which iv:
the office where registered, date of registration, number of book, volume, page, and s(:rial nuibers

€8. The same description applies to the Annual Index of the General Registry Office, except
that copies of both Registrars and Sub-Registrars’ Indices have to bo transcribed, and l:ere as
the index is more bulky, a volume or sub-division will be made for each district. '

69.' The current indices for the last quarter of 1866 have been transcribed by the Registrars |
on this plan, and it appears to be successful.

70. 1 found the lettered sheets in use to be incomplete. I, therefore, prepared a complete sct
and issted Ito the Registrars a Transliteration Table giving all tho letters in Malrathce, Guzera-
thee, Canarese, and Ilindoostanee, opposite the corresponding English letter. ’

71. The Fee Table has been already con-

sidered, but one or two remarks remain to be
made.

(a).—In November 1866, the fees for attesting Powers of Attorney were lowered from Ru
- pees five for gencral, and Rupees three for special, powers, to Rupees two for the formo-
and one for the latter. The new rate is the same as that in Bengal and the No thr
Western Provinces. o

(b).—I think that the Bombay fece for registration or attendance in any other pl
than the Registry Office (Scctions 33, 35, and 39) is high and undiscrimina}:i:ce
There seems no good reason for leaving for registration ten times the ordinuf .
fee as well as a hcavy douceur, and when a person whose evidence must Le takexyx
is sick or in prison, it is harsh to make an ecnormous charge over expenses in
curred for what cannot be avoided. I would takeas extra foe only twice tl-
ordinary fee, and charge as a douceur, for attendance for a Registrar, Rupecs 15 .
Sub-Registrar, Rupees 10—besides travelling expenses. If a sat?sfacto;y cer’eiﬁ:mte-f
sickness is produced, or the person visited is in Jail, I would make th ‘d ;
Rupees five only. : o douceur

(c.)—The extent to which the public have made use of the registration record is in s;)me

Fce Table,

Searches, Tnspections, and micasure connected with the subject of fees. 1

Copies granted, give & Comparative Tablo for three Presidencics

s;mhos. 0d  Goien, in the ‘mn.rgin. The result in Bombay and

| nwpoctions. ! - "7 Madras is unfavorable as compared with Bengal

Bongal (11 months).ee .| 2,859 8178 but I do not recommend that the fee be lowcred'

Madmao - el 8| oy | vatil the experionce of another yoar is re.
corded.

o
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(d) —As to the general merits of the system of fees at so much per folio (which exists in
Bombay only), as compared with that of fecs according to value, I am of opinion that
the principle of charging according to the labor undertaken is the most correct, and
1 canuot sce how so low a fce as four Annas (in Bengal) can cover the expense of
copying - & document on the length of which there is no restriction.

72. Sunnuds, granted by Government, affccting immoveable property of the value of Rupees

: 100 and upwards, must be registered under

Rogistration of Sunaods. Act XX. This fact assumed considerable im-

portance in Bombay, because of the issue at this time of numerous Sunnuds to holders of alienated
land, whoso claims have been compromised under ths Summary Settlement. As Government
thought it a breach of contract to put such holders to exp cnse—but the Act docs not admit of
gratuitous registration—it was scttled that a nominal fee of one Anna should be charged for regis-
tering cach Sunnud. The pumber of Sunnuds registered at this rate up to March 31st was 519,
and the fees at onc Anna were Rupees 32-7-0. The fecs at the full rate would have been Rupecs

1,130-9-0. :
73. The mctal dies, prepared in England from impressions of the boxwood seals made at
the School of Art, arrived in January, but as
Seals. they had been ordered under the cld Act, the
legend of the Registrar's scals ran Seal of the District Registrar of,” whereas they are entitled
under the new Act * Registrars' simply. 1 sent one scal to the Mint to have the word * District’
cut out, and threo stars substituted. As the experiment succeeded perfectly, I had all the seals
similarly treated, and thcj' are now being forwarded to the Registrars. Each seal is mounted in

an endorsing machine in a case with lock. A sheet of impressions is appended.*

74. During the year, 13 registered instruments were declared by the Civil Courts to be
invalid or forged. The Special Sub-Registrar of Belgaum was dismisscd for being concerned in

registering a forged instrument. .

75. The Registrar General of Malras is excepti?nally fortunate, ir.l that his Govcx:n'ment,
have approved a plau and estimate for a General Registry Office, a.nd dlrecte(.i that provxalon.be
made for it in the Budget of 1867-68. The Bombay 'Gencral.Beglftry Oﬁi?e is at present, with
other Public Ollices, in the Town Darracks, wlere no inconvenicnce 18 expenencefl, but, ofconfrse
no special precautions can be taken agaiost fraud or fire. The accommodation for the Sub-

Registrars will be geparately cousidered.

%6. Any dectailed information which may be desired will be found in the following State-

ments which are appended to this Report.t . e 1ut 1865

i otice of the nine rmonths registration, since July 1st, 1866, in
77'. Ihave not included say et the Province of Scind. The DBranch Registrar
Bugistration in Sciod. ’ General has been good enough to send me a
briel rcpoﬂ and a table, but the information is not in a compl.ete state, and x.nust be ?rcatcd sepa-
ratcly. 1t has not yet been decided how far the Branch chxftrar General is subordinate t? the
Registrar General in regard to the Administration Report. Under the Act, the Bfﬂflc.h RC{;ISU‘M‘ ’

General hasbeen treated by mo as an independent Officer, 0“5_"0“‘“‘3 for the administration of
his own province, and independent in everything loaut the framing of Rules undcr-Scctlon 80. . The
Monthly Returns have, therefore, been made to him. I haYe. however, commu-mcated to bim all

proccedings likely to bo uscful, and he Las applied for advice on s.evcral occa§1ons. I'thmk thfat,
in future, the Registrar General's Administration Report should .mcludo Scind, the mfo-rmatlon
regarding which provinco should be supplied by the Bra.nch 'Regxstrar General, but I tbm.k that
the latter Officer should submit all proposals for alterations in the agen.cy emplo.yed. I will n.ow
. only stato that the results financially are very unfavorable ; that thereis a considecrable deficit ;

and that reductions may easily bo made in the expenditure, .

® Not printed,
¢ Not printod,
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78. I will follow the example of the Bengal Registrar General in including a notico
of the registration of Joint
in this Report.

The following is a Comparative Statement of the results in Caleutts and Bombay —

Registration of Joint Stock Compunies. IStOCk_ Companics

1866-67.
_ T ——
Receipts. ’ Expenditure,
) RS. A8 p, R, as. p.
Calcutta (11 months)... 4,118 8 Ol_ 695 1 . ¢
Bombay... .. 13,476 10 - 0‘ 789 10 0

Besides this, Rupees 9203, on account of fines, wero credited to Governmen
‘I have not much to note, except that, by the aid of constant reminders, the compar
band of surviving Companies furnish their papers much more regularly than they d
vious year. The total number of documents registered in the year was 490, of
. the Memoranda and Articles of new Companics. .
' X.
Balance Sheet of the Registration Fund up to 31st March 1867,

tin Bombay.
atively gmall
id in the pre-
these, 23 were

Dr. Cr.
Amount. Amount,
RS. A8. | P. : RS. as. |p
To surplus of receipts at the Pay to Judicial Registrarg
end of 1865................. 36,332 6| 5| and Moonsiff Sub-Regis-
Do. surplus of first three trars paid in this year, for
months of 18GG6............ 1,92,908 5| 3] the period between Febru-
Receipts for 18GG-67 .. ...... 2,65,070; 3| 0O ary1865and Sept. 1866...] 36,4809 6 | 4
" |Net Receipts of Registrar of Expenditure on salaries, &e., o
| Joint Stock Companies for (Statement A)............... 1,92,796] 3| 7
1866-67... ...cev ceveer weeen 13,476 10 | OiCost of paper supplied by,
A Government for books..... 11,137 o o
Expenditure of Registrar off
Joint Stock Companies.., 78011 o
Balance to credit of Regis-
tration Fund...... ....., o 92,957 7| o
3,314,160/ 12 | 1 3,34’169l 12 | 1

(Signed) J. B. PEILE,
Registrar Generql,

From E.C. BAYLEY, Esq., Secrctary to the Government of India, Home De
Secretary to the Government of Bombay ; dated Fort William, 31st¢
No. 1812.

Tam directed to acknowledge the receipt. of the Resolution of the Government of Bombay
upon the Report of the Registrar General of Assurances on the administration of his Dcpartmcn;
for the ycar 1866-67, submitted under endorsement, No. 3667, dated the 294}, October.

2. Inreply, I am directed to state that the Governor General in Council ig pleased to sanc-
tion the proposed reduction of the rate of fees for optional registration to two Annas per folio of
72 words, with eight Annas as minimum ; and also the propored reduction in the fecs fo
ing and registering wills, &c., proposed in paragraph 20 of Mr. Peile’s Report,

partment, to the
December 1867,

r deposit-
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3. Many of Mr. Peile’s suggestions regarding modifications in thfa law a.re Ya!ua?l.et, bu::z
new Act has hardly been sufficiently long in operation to ai.i'ord :}ny declde.d cn.temon o 1fst§f> el
s>+ and. as it is desirable to maintain as much uniformity as possible in a law o . 153 :
thl;klrtll?o ,Gttxlre;nor General in Council does not consider it advisable to make any altelza.tlon in 1t
b ,-csent without previously consulting the other Local Governments un.d Admm.1stra.t10ns.
' In4 The Report will accordingly be circulated, with a request that, in reportmé; on ﬂ;e WOI‘]]{]-
' i i ing the current year, the Registrars General may be
iffg " tlhe D°P:::’:°:1fe":m‘i‘;:il;: ::“?}’:;i g:': s;stems with thise of the other Governments on the
;lol:::xctt;eo: ow(;:;::lh tl:ey differ, and to state the reasons for which they would recommend adherence

to, or altcrations of, their own system.

No. 128. OrpEr THEREOY, 20th January 1868, No. 80.

Ordered that a copy of the correspondence referred to in the forego.ingtti;t:;
bo furnished to the Registrar General-of Assurances, .am% that he bt;1 dire;:‘ o1 8
conform to the instructions of the Government of India in paragraph 4 o 2e.1r
letter to the Government of Bombay, dated the 31st December 1867, No. 1812, 1n

ing hi <ing of hi for the past year.
o his report on the working of his department
prepS ’ (True Extract).

Chief Secretarys

To the Registrar Gencral of Assurances,

Ez2d, 3, II, Durns,
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