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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Judicial Department, |
16¢h April 1863.

Read the following papers :— _

No.117.  From A. VERRON, Madras, to the Chief Secrctary to Government,
Fort Saint George ; dated Jolin Pereiras, 12th March 1863.

I beg to tender my thanks to the Right Ilonorable the Governor in C_(.‘-‘J}l:cil fur

tho Order passed in my favor, as per Proceedings of Gosernment, Judicial Depart-

ment, dated 4¢h March 1868, and in accofdance with :ie tenor of my first letter,

dated 8¢h February 1868 to the address of the Right Honorable the Governor in

Council. I bez this day to Lring to the notice of Government the two undermen-
tionod cases of desertion, in order %o again obtain redress. : ,
2. "In August 1867 a deserter, belonging to Her Majesty’s 2nd Battalion 10th
Foot, was tried at the High Court under the naja of Smith, and sentenced to twclve
months’ rigorous imprisonment on a charge of grievous hurt. Short] y after the

" above sentence was recorded, and before the usual Sessions Culendar was received at

the Penitentiary, 1 informed the Keeper that this prisoner was a deserter from the

Regiment mentioned above, aad that the deserter’s Regimental name was Thomas
Harris ; tho Keeper placed my information before the then Commissioner of Police.

3. And asan Order of Government, since 1864, directs that any European pri-
soner undergoiug a sentence of twelve months and wpwards shall un dergo the same
at the Qotecamund Jail, the said Thomas Harris was early in the month of Novem-

" “buer 1867, in conformity with the above Order, transferred to the Jail at Ootacamund.
A day-or two previous to leaving the Madras Penitentiary, Smith afizs Thomas

L e et

Harris got information from a prisoner of the name of Moore {since rcleased, and

who lived in terms of great intimacy with the Keeper) that he (Smith) had been given

up a3 a descrter by some of his fellow-prisoners, and that, under these circumstunces.
tho Lest course that he (Smith glias llarris) could pursue was, on his arrival ut
Ootacamund, to give himself up to the Jail Authoritics as a deserter of Her

Majesty’s 2nd Battalion 10th Toot, as this course of proceeding would very liiel v

lead to a mitization of sentenco at the Court Martial which must follow after the
expiration of his present sentence. ' .

4, The Warder, who escorted Smith alias Harris to Ootacamund, informed me
that the descrter did deliver himsolf up on entering the Jail. Uunder these circurn-
stances, I beliove, Sir, I am entitled to the usual reward, inasmuch as my inform-
ation induced the deserter to deliver himsclf in the way ho di 4, in order to Lo
leniently dealt with Lereafter. ,

5. The sccond caso of desertion, which I beg to lay before Government for
redross, is that of Charles Angling and Georgo- Ilenry Upittlestone olias Henry

" Wilson, belonging to the 3rd Battalion 60th Rifles, who deserted from the fort on the

95th March 1867 ; aud in this iustance Goverument will see how carcless the Keeper
of the Jail was in the discharge of his duties, and the low stats of discipline at the

‘Madras Penitentiary, when a crime can be fully prepared by men underguing the

sentenco of the Jaw; and, indeed, L will very shortly lay before Governmont an
extract of the Journal 1 kept during my incarccration of two Yyears at the I’eniten-
tiary, which, I bave no doubt will enable the Government to make a thorough reform-

ation in that Institution.
6. In February 1867 scven men belonging to the British Ship Weathersfeld,

then at anchor in the roads, were sentenced at tho Town Police Court to undergo four
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weeks' n priscnment with hard luber, for ro fusieg to Ju ety on Leard of the slio
- . * ‘ .

At thie tine of this sente neo the first dcecrtur, Charles Anzling, was tnderpoineg a
E M

v A 3 8 L T MR . * . .
sentrace of on? month at the 1 viatentiary, and on the latter promasiny a fine present

t A -
> “f‘;ie Weatheryold's mon consented to secrets Clarles Mncluz and Lis filend
Gewrgs Hease U P wesiong glipy ”rnry Wilson, on the £ et ship kil 2 fiam

. ll'l-} .
Midris,

v Whentieabue pian had been s i between thern 1101

- Le \h}-u:\' inform.
ation bifore the Keeper, aud the Yatter never for a moment troubled hicaself with
inforrming cither the Commisioner of Police, or the Military Authoritios of the
mton 1ol desertion,

& When the imprisonment of the feven men of the Ship Wealhere eld was
over, tie shinhad sailed down the Couat, wal corscquenaly the Muster Attendant
orderad these men to a Boarding-house in Blark Town, pending the rturn of the
Weuthora iold from the Coust,

2o Inthe nnantinie the Britih Ship I'ride of the Occun wis £itinr out fr Culuo,
anld according 1o ugresment entered 1t at the Penits ntiury the two Lilemen
reutine] thive were duly scereted on Lourd of the Pride of the Uecan,

10, On the return of the Ship Weatkirapild from the Coust eizht or ton vy
after the desertion of the two i nien the men vefssed to Join her, and ey sery
tinally s ntenced to twilve weeks® imprisonment with hard labar, I Wis on the

»

return of these men to tie l‘cnitvnﬁury that T rot thoe information ns to e e Cof

drstioation and vame of the .s'!.?p whicli carried the d‘-.\-_ﬂfx:g itmen, o TR
wiely 1aid the sanie Lifore the Keeper, who comniunicated to the then Conmmiizsioner”
u:.-l't.';c Latter Olcer to Guvermnent.

11, Siace my release from the Penitentiary Thave in vain endeavourcd to ascer-
tain their eajture through the Government, alibough [ Lave very good reason to
Leliove that these men are cither lying at Chiathum, or are now back on tLir way to

Inlia. .
12, Trusting to receive justice in these two cuses from the Government.

-

Refrrred for the report of the Commissioner of Police,
Fonr Sant Geotar, (Signed) C. G. WALKER,
;:,}‘ ‘.;'.1"’/1 1563, Under Scevetury to Gocorninent.
From tha Acticg Commissioner of Police, to the Chief Sceretary to

Government, Fort muint George 5 dated Madras, 30th March 1863, N, 15,

No. 113

With referenze to the petition, herewith returned, from Alfred Verron, I haye

the Loner Lo Tepors as followa, _ o

2. Tle Keeper of the Pcnitcnti;ny, Mr. Owen, states that on Smaith w/liee Harrs
beine wlmitted int ) the prison, he suspected from his g:\it.und manuer that Lie was
a d(.s—.'-rtcr, and reported the same verbally to the Commissioner.
) 3. Sometimeafter, Verron informed Mr. Owen thut Swith Lelonged to the
ond Battalion 10th Regiment, and the Keeper then ascertained from .(,'unvi(-t Junes
of tho same Regitaent, then in Jail, and since seut to LEngland, that his Jroper name
was Harris. This was reported to the Commissivier who' conuaunicated the
juimuaticn to the Seperiutendent, Furopean Prison, Octacamund, to which Ju:'lf
Hlueris Lald just thou Leen trousferred,
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4. The Supcrintendent informs me he did aot, on arrival, declare himself a ‘g
descrter, nor did Le admit being so until he wag charged with it by the Keeper, Mr. . L4
Bujley, who suspected some effaced tattooed miarks on his side, to be the rewaigs of 0 - |
thousual letter D, : CTye e &_;'7

5. _This ceeurred Lefore the reedpt of the Conmizig,l, s oo -C’?'.;';Jartf!:;g BURER

* Lind to be a Sofdier of the 2ud Battalion 1045 Foot. - el

6. 1o is still in confincment at Ooty, and cannot ba tried for descrtion untl
Lis sentence expiree |

7. TlLave received no reply from the Ofiicer Commanding hiy R(‘gimenf to
my inquiry asto whether it is his Intention to proseente lim for desertion, and
until heis so prosecuted, the usual reward cannot, I Presuimne, be paid.

8. Isolicit orders as to whom it is to be paid in the event of my receiving the
amour.t, .

9. My own opinion is that no oneis entitled to it ; had Liis person been properly
exarained on admission, the fact could us readily have been discovered at Madras
a3 at Ooty. .

10. Inregard to the cluim made by Vercon for rewards for information given
about the two deserters from tho Rifles I have the Lonor to state that Mr. Owen has
no recolleetion of Verron’s mentioning any thing to h;m in regard 1o the men of
tha Weathargjield having agrecd to secrete Clarles Avgling and Henry Wilson
on hoard that vesscl, but that he mentioncd that these men Lad escaped in the
Prols of the Ov-aa to-Mr. Cuen ten or twelve days uller that vossol Lad sailed, S
a fuct which wasreported to the Cownnissioner,

11. In this caso I am inclined to think Verron ig drawinga goed deal on the
finaainative. _

12, Itis scarcely likely that Charles Angling, a Luropean Scldier, would have
tahen an Eust Indian guch us Yerren iunto Lis coufidence, or allowed hiny to know not
only of iis own but of u corurade’s intention to desert ata futurc period not then
decided. ’ | _ _
15, Tt is stidl more unlikely that Yerron knowing this should not at the time
Lave spoken of it to Majur Ilearn when he was) a3 Lie ¥ays, awme that Mr. Owen
Ll not acted on kis information,

14.  DButinany case it docs not appear tome that rewardsfor these men can -
be elimed here Ly any one.

No. 119, I'rom A, VERRON, Madras, to the Chicf S{:«;rcten'y to Governoient,
vort Saint George ; dated Madras, 2l April 1863,

Being on the ¢vo of my d(*p:xrtpre for Runzoon, and as my complaints to
Government a3 per miy lotter, dated 1285 Mareh 1868, have not yot bocr: aetthed, may
1 request of you to be good enougli to f«-rward to Mr. Juseplh !{u?.mes, of Issack Street,
John Pureiva, the Order nfﬂ.)v.)rm':.]cnt when pessed on tlc subjeet of my ecinplaints
and to allow Mr. J. Holmes to recave for e, and on my Lelialf, any sum of moncy
which the said Government Order shall direct to be paid to me.

No. 120. ORDER THEREOX, I.Glh April 1868, No. ¢03. -

As it appears from the foregoing report of theNActing Comuiinsioner of

Police that the iuformation atforded by Alfred Verron, thut Convict ¥mith alias

ERREREC NIV SORPPISIIFS R
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