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‘ E‘ o _ » : " Proceedings of the Madras Government, Judicial Departmenl,‘ | )
o o ' : : - L 12th February 1868, . '~ .-
; B e N - T .
i -} B No ‘1 »  TRead the followmf* letter from the Secrctary to the Chief Commlsgmncr,
P | L . Central Provinces, to' the Chief Sceretary to Goverament, “Fort ermt

© George ; dated Narrporc, 28th January 1868, No. 220- 17.
In continuation of this office No. §2-425, dated 8th instant, forwarding copy } .
) . . of a dotailed report by Major Steuart, regarding infanticide and murdor amonyg tho '
L Bunjﬂr‘l mbes, I am dwected to transmit, for -the information of the Government of
+ ' Madras, a copy of a report, 'No. 270, dated 14th instant, from the Impector General

% : ' of Police 1y these pr ovmces on the Rul)Ject

;. | 4 - "o I 4m tostate that, inthe opinion of the Chicf Commlssmner, the Bmgaras,

= o Y " as a body, gre an enterprising and' respectable class, and Mr.” Campbell hopes to - '

%f_& 7 | % suceced in preventing the dacomea which they may sometlmes have Lonsxdurable

iw ‘ ' | . ! . . tompmtlon to comnnt ’ )

- ; Copy of a lctter, from the Inspector Ganeral of Police, Central Provinces, to the Secreta,ry to the

«: Chiel Commissioner, Central Provinces, dated 14th J anuary 1868, No. 27

: T have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, No. 3281, dated "13£ September ,
,w 1867, forwhrding certain papers received from the Madras Government regarding the Bunjaras of '
e Central India. From these it would appear that it has been brought to the notice of that Govern-

Pl

. ment, chiefly by a1 Native Moonsiff and by Dr. Shortt of tha.t Presidency, that the Bunjaras of Cen- i
. - *  tral India are addicted to the erimes of human smnﬁce wife murder, infanticide, child-stealing, :
o " ' and other atrocities, and that they belicve in witcheraft and practise sorcery, and the Chief Ccua- S
! missipner has ordered me to inquire into and report upon the subject. -
9. I would premise that my attentmn was called to the subjecb of practise of infanticide Ly
. . Bumamsm the month of July last by seeing in one of the. Ma,(lras newspapers a notice of the
. 4 " information which the Moonsiff above referred to had given to the Madras Government, and that I
| " ghereupon called upon the Police Superintendents of Districts most frequented by Bunjaras to
+ have a census taken of all the Todas that were encamped in then' rispeetive districts during the ) :
rains~ A»‘rw‘xbly to thisorder a census of 549 Toudas, located in twelve districts of the Central | - K
'Provinces, was tuken by the Police, and 1 herewith forward an abstract of the result. ‘,
P . It shows that the 519 Todas consisted of 29,005 individuals, of whom 18,270 were ' :
o : dults and 10,736 werc children between the age of 1 and 14 years ; of the mdults 10, 000 were o
a . males, and 8270 were females”; and of the children 6027 were males, and 4709 females. Of the. . 7 |
. : ' . total number, viz., 20,006, there were 16,027 males, and 12,979 fcmalcs. ‘
From the above the following proportmns are deduf'u}-—-:
= . Males to females,.. e 100 to 81

‘ ‘ . , ‘ - Adults to children.. e e . %
, ) ‘ : X o J\I-}ﬂb to f?ez(;m}e c(ixil dren... L "63 ?4{?2
. | ‘ 1 . Accordm" to the recent census the following are the corrcqpondmg proportxons in the cntxrc popula-
: ' ; - . tion of the Central Provinces :— . .
m 7 . : ‘ : ‘ § - Males to females .. e 100 to: 95 .
o . Adults to children.. T o 605 to 305
: . Male to feinale cmldlm - Wi BSto 47, . 7 .
| - : ‘ : : ‘ ]n the I’unlﬁb the prupnrhun of males to females is 100 to 81, or the same as that given above for o
. : b " the Bunjaras. Considering the life of exposure and hards‘up lod Ly these poople it mightbe ex- - s
‘ f 3 g pmtc prima JScie that the proporticn of children to adults : amongst them would be smaller than,
" | : Pk ’ " 4latof the entire population, and the above f igures show that in rezhty it is so. " The census was | .
{ " earefully taken by the Police, and although in some of the returns error was evxdent yet the - T
amount of crror was not sullicient to matermlly alfect the "cncrul return whnh 1 believe, may
. be accepted as tolerably correct. : S .
3. Ihave made extensive inquiries throughout the Central l’rovmces rcfrardm" Buruame-— ,
~ both from European Officers who have had much expericnce of Natives, and from Native gentlemen
o .- , : , L R . andofficials of respectubility and intelligence—and I will now proceed to state the result. ~
s ] , ‘ . S B - 4. Tirst as regards human sacrifice. - No one whom I have consulted on the subject has ever ..
© " theard that it is practized by Bunjaras, and as this crime is unknown in the Khalsa porticn of the
'M " (entral Provineces, there does not scem to e any reason to chargc thcsc pcoplc w1th it. DPossibly
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. through the prov: ‘nce, aml during that> pcnod there has not been one xnstame of a
‘ chargze of infanticide being brought agaiust thewm. .
9. Tho eonclusions then at which Ihave arrived, regarding the erimes pra.ct;c-ed by these
‘i pcuph' arc the following i— , ‘ o
oo Lst ~~That they may possibly Wmﬂ‘it wife murd er eomcwhatmcrc frc‘luenﬂy thsn other -
© {0 . races inhabiting the Cer stval Provinces. | R S
"ond.—That they do not pract tize infmhmde ror ofer human cunﬁcﬂ_
ard, -——'llmt some of their tribes are addicted to child-stealing and dacoity. ‘
4th.—That they commit the erimes which result {from a belief in witcheraft, at least 29
" frequently as those other inhabitants’ of the province amongst whem - this }_,thf is
v most prevalent. k .
10. Major Stcuart, the District Super:utcndant of Raepore, has snbmxttcd a very f\ﬂl and
- mtcrcstm" report upon "the Banjaras of Chutteesgarh, As B eopy. ‘of this has already been el
nnttcd to the Chief Commissioner throngh the Commissioner of thc Dmsmn it will be su{ﬁc:cnt
o give here & Lrief abstract of the information n, contains,

for me t
; According to  Major Stemart the Bmunm; are divided mto ﬁvc dxvmons or cactea as
. ollowss— - ‘ , \ : ,
= 1. . Chowlan. % Rhatere, 5. Poorce.
2. Pm\dr. 4. Durthya. ‘

qu,h of {hese divisions is azain gub-divided 'into a number of families or ghoth there bcm" six -
fumh('% in the 1st Division, twelre in the 2nd, seven in the 3rd, twelve in the 4th, and thres in the
Sth. BLIIIJIH“LS of different divisions marry with cachother, butindividaals of families belonging to |
s the same dwmnn do not intermarry, These, a5 above cnumerated, are the pure Bun_;ar'\,s: tut thre
[ are olher “eastes or triles cwployed as carricrs who are popularly known as Dunjaras, Lut not
“pecognized as such by the eriginal trucs " Some of these are Mooltances and \Iookmrcea, both -
Mahomedans. Tho  Macltances ha\e an evil reputation and are aiuctod to d'scmty Tle

followmf' are - ‘ - ,
E Windoos. - * Mutrya Subthanas, ) Morcc Bunjaras. ‘ ‘
X ~ Subhanas. Jozce Dunjaras, R
Howassces. . Mochee Bunjaras. o
Somc of the peenliaritics of cach of the above are given by Mijor Steuart. . - ’
@ 11, The Bunjaras properly so called, of Kalowtee or Chuttee esczurh below the ghate, }ave no

priests o gooroos attached to their Tedas: but they all recogmize ‘three priests as c*nduued with

pc-cuh.u' sanetity. These are Buzwandoss, who is more particularly the high pricst of the Bar-
~ thyas, and who at present resides in the Belaag&re district ; Bhingeo Naick, who Lelongs to the

" Tlhatores, and pesiles in the Nizam's territories; aud Siw: doss, who lives at Gullee where the Imn- o

; j.“.ug go for ¢ ¢alt. Their office appears tobe herelitary, and they are not mtcr& feted from mar-
riage. Major Steuart mentions a fourth who is beld in kigh repute, viz, Nursing Bliuggut of the
7 Rhatore Division, who appears to have raised himself to Lis position, of mﬁumce_ He rcsldcs in
tho Belaspore dl\tnct . ' ) o .

12, The \.uLa or hon«]a of Tolas are p‘-rszns of «rcat mpmtance in their rcvrect.w
Todas. , ‘ . ‘ ‘ |
Ty 13 M ’5‘“' Steuart gives sune interesting part enlare !’éf thc c"cimns a,ml cr-rs'ncmeﬂ aﬂwd‘ .
“ ant upon Jarfisges, births, o and deaths, and the practice to which the belief in witeheraft gives rises

14. | The deitics chichy vorsh ipped by the Bunjaras are Dasla Deo, Bowaaee, anl \lmdm or,

¢ Punjara Devee " the warshi >p:n& to ea hia briedly des eribed. L ‘ . )
. 13, In conclusion, [ beg to ald th d. far the last six years tn(- Tﬁmmrw cf the Ccntr'x! Tro-
vinces have been closely wak cled by the Police ; when it is practicable 3 Constable accompanics
© each Tola, butat rome goasons the Touas are 00 numercus to o admit’ of this being dome. The

" police Lave always been cautioned not to i ‘arf'cre with the rxcnxuc of the Todasin any way s thef. '
*metely azcomp‘my them as & protection { ; tha ‘nhi‘uh‘z aza inst dacuity, whizh, when the T olice -
wis first 0““‘1%‘1 was frequently. CG-E} itted &y Bunjzras.  During the last fc.w years mni(umc o

of this erimo committed by th :m have leenrares This, I think, way fairly, e attributed to the !
l‘uhf‘d S“f\'l'm'm“f‘ and w20 eoiplaints have been mal:s n"u'wt the Dolice by the Dunjaras
tuink it 1—“"5' teas umu that the . Nui anLe Ms pot Lucn vuaux.ua or mqmuxtmm}
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