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Proceedmrrs of the JlIadras Government Judzczal Department
. 8th January 1868.

No. 40. . Read the following letter from the Acting Collector of Vizagapatam, to

7“7 the Chief Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George; dated Agnum-
pudy, 12th Deccember 1867, No. 1018. ‘

With rcference to the Proceedings of Government, ‘Judicial Department,

No. 1059, dated 2nd instant, on the subject of, the Notice which appeared in the -

Kistna District Gazette of the 15th June last, signed by Mr. Bliss, then Acting

" Principal Assistant of this District, I have the honor respectfully to submit at his

request an explanation of the reasons which induced him to publish it.

2. As the notice appeared in the Gazetfe of this Dlstnct also the G. O. above

mentioned shall be pubhshed

From IL..W. BDLISS, Esq., Acting Principal Assistant Collector of Vizagapatam, to the Acting
Collector of Vizagapatam ; dated Waltair, 10th December 1867, No. 169,

I have the honor to request that I may be allowed to offer an expl:ina.tion of the reasons
which induced me to publish a notice in the Gazetée of the Kistna and other Districts, to which
oxception has been taken in the public prints, and which Government have noticed in their Orler,
No. 1959, dated 2nd December 1867. ’

2. At the time I found it necessary to call for canchdates for these two Talug Shemstadar-
ships, I had under my orders [33 Native subordinates drawing Rupces 10 a month or.upwards.

> Of thesc 33, 25 were DBrahmins and 8 only of other castes. Among the 25 Brahmiuns were my

two Tahsildars, two Taluq Sheristadars, my own Office Sheristadar, and my two Sub-Magistrates.
It is needless for me to point out the evils which may ensue from such a preponderance of one
caste in official positions, for they have already becn frequently and fully recognized, more espe-

cially, I believe, in recent instances in the Tinnevelly District. I felt in J une last, and feel now,

that some such combinations exist and have existed here also, and thought, therefore, that in

‘endcavourmg to strengthen the non-Brahminical element in the public gervice in my division,

I should be mecting the wishes of Government. I would respectfully refer to Board’s Standing
Order, No. 400, new cdition, where the following words occur :—*‘ Endeavour should always be
«¢ made to divide tho principal appointments in cach District among the several castes ; for
s« instance, where the ead Sheristadar is a Mahratta Brahmin the Sub- division Sheristadar should
"« }o a member of some other class. A proportion of the Tahsildars in each District should
¢ helong ta castes other than the Brahmin, and it should be a standing - rule that the two chief
¢ Revenuo servants in the Collector's office should be of different castes.” I trust it will not be
thought necessary for me to take any notice of newspaper statements as to my hatred of this
or that caste, or of Natives generally.
3. Irequest that, if you think fit, you mll be good enough to forward this letter to Govern-
ment.

No. 41. "~ Orper THEREON, 8th January 1868 No. 22

The Governor in Council, while accepting the explanation offered by Mr. Bhss,
desires to point out, that although Mr. Bliss might propcrly have exercised a dis-
_cretion in the sclection of candidates -for the vacancies to which the Notification
which appcared in the Kisina Gazetle referred, the telms of the N otification itself
were hable to misconstruction,

(True Extrzict).

o ; o0 ‘Chief Secretary.
To the Acting Collector of Vizagapatani. ,
",, Revenue Department.

Fxd. J. Talloch.
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