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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Judicial Department,
15th May 1867.

No. 147. .Read the following letter from the Magistraté of Tinﬂevelly, to the
Chief Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George ; dated Tinnevelly,
13th April 1867, No. 127, ‘ '

The Government lately declined granting the full POWerB' of o Magistrto fo

. 'Ithve Deputy Magistrate now in charge of tho Northern Talugs; these Talugs requiro
- the presence of a Magistrate, more perhaps than any other Talugs, as they abound

with cattle thieves, and notoriously bad characters. No Magistrate with full powers
has resided thero for some time past, and Ibeg to enclose a copy of a letter from the
Assistant Superintendent of Police, pointing out the difficultics of gétting‘partics to
attend to prosecuto before the Head Assistant Magistrate, 70 miles distant.
Tho Head Assistant, Joint Magistrate, and 1 have our time fully employed, and 1
think it would be greatly to the intcrest of good government in these Taluqs, if &
Deputy Magistrate with full powers could be appointed. The Head Assistant
Magistrato has not been empowered to hear appeals, and I have 25 appeal cascs

from the Head Assistant’s, and 23 appeal cases from the Deputy Magistrate's offices

~ just received to dispose of. : 4

- Sa—————

: Satruz, 12th April 1867.
My Drar Si®, : ’

T take tho liberty of calling your attention to the fact of there being no full power Magis
trate in any of the Northern Talugs. Great inconvenicnce is coused thereby to the public and
Police. Cascs cognizable only by such Magiatrato havo to go from Strivilliputtur down to Tuticorin,
some 70 miles. A case occurred recently, where, the Sattar Sub-Magistrate, unaware of the Deputy:
Magistrate not having full powers, sent a case up to him, which he was thercfore compelled to
re-refer to Tuticorin, of course much .to the inconvenience of all concerned ; should the case
chanee to be mere thrown out, I think it will have the cffect of deterring the ryots from preferring

complaints at all in many cases. If I wish to investizate any casa of bribery or extortion against

any of my Station-house Officers, I have to take them and the witncsses down to Tuticorir}.
Rather than submit to this, the aggrieved parties will put up with the lesser evil of the extortion,

* - and will deny the transaction in toto. B \

' 2. The Tahsildar even of the Taluq has only 2nd Class powers, which occasions & perpetual
reference of cases to the Deputy Collector. : ’

3. 1 have been informed that in many cases, especially of cattle stealing, tho ryots prefer
putting up with their first loss to the risk of being referred to Tuticorin ; and as none of the,

Magistrates on this side are empowered to issue warrant or summons without a written oomplainf.

.these cases are never heard of. ‘
(Signed) F.R.TREVOR,
':Asst. Supt. of Police.
(True Copy). '
(Signed) R.K. PUCELE,
Magistrate.
No. 138. OmbEz THEREON, 15th May 1867, No. 778

Under the circumstances stated in the foregoing letter, and adverting to the
favorable opinion expressed by the Magistrate regarding the qualifications of the
Deputy Magistrato Vencata Row, the Governor in Council resolves to invest the
latter Oficer with the full powers of a Magistrate, and with power to hear appeala

from the decisions of Sub-Magistrates within his range.
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9. The Acting Head Asmsta.nt Magistrate will also be invested with the power ‘

of receiving appeals.

- 3. The Govornment regret to observe that neither of the Ass ‘
istants t
Colloctor and Magistrate, Messrs. Wallace and Crosthwaite, have yet P’lsseg ?111‘:3

Aasistants’ oxamination according to the first gtandard. Mr.

to the District on the 8th August 1865, and Mr., Crosthwaite Xagfec anailzppoﬁifai

yoar The Collector and Magistrate will urgo upon theso gentlemen the gezosm

of qualifying thomsolves without further delay for the discharge of more rta;y

dutios than can at present be entrusted to them. important
(True Extract).

" Chief Beerefary.

To the Magistzato of Tinnevelly.
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