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- Read the followmn' papers :— 4 . v

No. 163. From J. ROHDE, Esq., to thc Chxef Secretary. to Government, Fort
Saint George ; dated Ootacamund, 1st Januvary 1867, -

" T have the honor to beg the attention of the Right Honorable the Gm ernorin
Council to the great inconvenience experienced by the enforcement of a rule pub-
Tished in the Gazetle of the 24th February under your signature, and made, I pre-
sume, by the Registrar General of “Assurances und:rr the provision of Secetion 80 of
Act XX of 1866. ; :

2. The rule to which T rnf'm' is that by which deeds for registration Lave to
mdudo, as descrxpmc of the territoriad dmits in ~which the proporty is situate, the
name of the Regisiration District and Registration Sul-Distriet inwhich it-is situate.

3. I ean hardly suppose that the Registrar General in proposing this rule
 did so with the knowledge that he thus introdueed a clause which the Select Com-
mittee of the Legislative Council had intentionully struck ont of the proposed. Bill ;
but if reference is made to the draft of the Bill, as published in the Fors Saint
George Gazelle of the - 23rd February, it will Bs found that the provision, that the
deed to ba registered (Scction 20) should be deseribed as in the Districi and Sub-
District #n which it is situale, was proposcd, while a reference to Act XX shews that
this provision was thought objéectionable, and that the stateméntof the torvitorial
Division in-whick the property s siluate is sufficient,

4, By Section 80, it is true 1t s for the Registrar General fo define what
Lerritorial Divisions shall be recoguized.

5. 1 would submit that inthe rulg laid down by this Officer he has not com-
plied with the provisions of the Act, as laid down by the Impesial Legislature ; on
the contrary, he has substituted a nomenclature confined to his own recently con-
stituted Department, for that which the public recognize. The definition he proposes
is simply the territory of his own seyeral officors, the limits of whieh are urﬂmown
td the public, and are liable to frequent change. |

6, Tneed luitdiy say that if ten dnﬂferent heads of diﬂ'arent Departments are eaeh ¥
to insist on the recoguition, by the publm of the divisional limits arbitrarily assumed
and frequently changed for the convenience of each, the confusion will be endless.

7. Tt is clear to me that the object in a.l]uwmg, the Ragxstrars General tode
clare * what territorial Timits should be recognized” was that in the different Pres:
dencies, sth-mts are differently designated ; even in: this Presiden
varying in every Division, the well known and commonly used esignations
‘were doubtless intended to be used, and it could never have been suppoaed that (as
in the case I complain of) “a deed which deseribed a property asin the Ouchter-
1ony Valley, in the Numblecod Umsham of the Wynaad Talug of Malabar, and within

1b- ﬂ:mtmn Bxsmct f Goodalore, should be rejeeted because I :

territory of the District Registrar of Ca
ngto tbu notzce of Hxs Excellenc} Lord Napi

and Executive Ofﬁcexs of the I)npat tment bul some of which are for the fnudance of
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ct, however, one of the rules

'y 14 r 3

 provent the instrument being acceps d.. Tn point of fac
o beon violated, as the name of the Registration Distict (Culicut) lad bocn.
o :omitted.“‘l?‘wbmﬁfthatthegpiﬁhgt;  captious,” cannot be correctly applied to objec- =
" tions which an Officer is bound to make if he does his duty at all, and that it is
* hopoless to cxpect that deeds can be correc tly drawn up by any person undertaking g ==
o manner described by Mr. Rohde himself. L allude especially to that i SR
it paragraph, in which he expressly states that he knew nothing of e

tho rulcs, and that, aléhough he had scen them, he prosumed they were for the
guidance of the Department only. . 2y
8. 1 think Mr. Rohde must be still under some misapprehension regarding the

amount of the inconvenience entailed on him by hisnon-observance of the Act and

the rules. I foresaw from the first that the provisions of Section 21, and any -
rules which might be framed under it, :wouid prove a stambling-block to the public
for some time to come, and with a view to prevent the necessity of fresh deeds being
drawn up in cases in which the property had not been properly described, I framed

the rule quoted below.
tendered for registration does not contain such a des-

«59, Ifan instrument
cription of the property as is required by the above rules, the parties executing the
same shall be allowed to append the necessary description in a Schedule.”
Provision is made for the registration of Schedules in Article 11T of the Table
of Fees, and thousands of instruments have been registered with Schedules under
» the above rule. The cost of the stamp for a Schedule is 8 Annas, and as it is
generally comprised in less than 100 words, the extra cost of registrition is 4
Annas. Mr. Rohde can supply all that is required in a few minutes at a cost of 12

Annas. 3
9. Tt is no doubt desirable, as stated by Mr. Rohde, that all owners of real
property in the country should be familiar with the provisions of the law on the
subject of registration, and it is certain that great numbers of them are not so at
present. As onemeans of practically carrying out this object, I have the honor
to request permission to publish a Guide, containing such information asmay seem
necessary. on the subject in English and e Vernacular languages,

No. 165.. OpER THEREON, 15th May 1867, No.'793.
The Governor in Council directs that the foregoing letter from the Registrar
‘Greneral of Assurances be communicated to Mr. Rohde, with reference to his letter
dated the 1st January last. The ‘Government concur in the remarks of the Regis-
“trar General. A : oA
’ 9. Major Macdonald’s proposal to publish a guide for the information of per-
~ gons having oceasion to resort to the Régistry'@ﬁit:e is approved. It should be
made as brief asis consistent with perspicuity, embracing all the particulars which
ate essential to the correct preparation of the different description of’instruments

which are brought for registration.
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p 3. Meanwhile, the Registrar General should instruct the Officers of his De-
’ partment to afford persons bringing instruments for registration which do not fulfil
the requirements of the law, all necessary information to enable them to supply
omissions and accomplish the registration of their instruments with as little delay
as possible.

(True Extract),

Chicf Seeratary.

To J. Rohde, Esq.
To the Registrar General of Assurances,
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