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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Judicial Department,
15t May 1867.
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No. 11. Read the following letter from the Inspector General of Jails, to the
Chief Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George; dated Madras, 11th
April 1867, No. 8. :

I have the honor to forward a letter from the Superintendent of the Central
Jail, Coimbatore, dated 8th February, together with the Proceedings held afan
inquest on the body of a convict, named Madatil Pudikel Kootan, who was killed
by an accidental fall from the platform of a well in the Jail, on the 4th idem. This
platform was suspended about half way down, and was constructed, under the orders
of Colonel Moberly, for the use of the men employed in widening and deepening the
well, :
9. In November last, while writing to the Superintending Engineer upon the
* subject of the water supply generally, I suggested that the well in question should be
built up, and be fitted with a proper wheel and appliances ; in reply to which, he
stated “ I have drawn up a specification for a large pump to be fitted up in the 1st
“ well, when it can be given up for completion by this Department. Lieutenant
¢ Smith is meanwhile to adopt better measures for emptying it of its present supply
“ daily than have hitherto been availed of—a point which I have frequently before
“ pressed on the attention of his predecessor, as well as himself.” Nothing, how-
ever, appears to have been done that time.

3. The platform has now been removed, and a wheel for drawing water has
been fixed at the top of the well.

————

From the Superintendent of the Central Jail, Coimbatore, to the Inspector General of Jails,
Madras ; dated Coimbatore, 8th February 1867.

1 have the honor to report that, on the 4th instant, convict No. 201, Madatil Pudikel
Kootan, a West Coast man, was accidentally drowned in the large well, in No, 5 yard, of the Central -
Jail, under the following circumstances,

2. The deceased was one of the Jail well gang, drawing water for bathing, and supplying
water for building purposes. He was on the platform, which is situated about half wayudown the well,
which is a very deep one ; he was drawing water with a bucket. The rope to which his bucket was
attached broke, causing the deceased to lose his balance and fall. In his fall, he turned a somersault,
hitting his head against the side of thewell, which is of rocks. Upon reaching the water, his body im-
mediately sank, and it was only recovered by a conviet lowering himself down by a rope, and
diving. There was about eight feet of water in the well at the time. The accident happened between
twelve and one (noon). There was no midday rest on this day, as the convicts were not sent out to
work until after nine o'clock, owing to the weckly inspection of the Jail by the Medical Officer and

gelf.
i 3. 1 arrived in the Jail just after the accident had occurred, and immediately proceeded to
the well ; the body was at that moment being drawn out of the water. Upon getting it on the plat--
orm, life was extinot. There was a wound on the back of the lxeadt and bruises between the .sho?lders.
Death was probably caused by the prisoner hitting his head against th? gide of the well in his fall.

4, An inguest was held on the body, about an hour after the accxden.t occurred. I beg to for-
ward the depositions taken by the Tead Assistant Magistr?te, as also .hxs letter remarking that
some precautions ought to be taken to prevent a gimilar acclflcnt ocourring. ;

5. The well, as vou may recollect, is the first well dug in ‘.the Jail, and is ?f a great w'xdth and
depth. About the middls of it there is a platform, on which convicts stand, drawing water with ropes
and buckets, which water is again drawn from the top, and passed down to the bat.!.xmg' cisterns,
There has never been any railing, or any kind of protection, fo 1’."9""‘," a man fallingin. El‘he
platform is also on a gradual slope towardse the centre. A man losing his foot-hold cannot possibly
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viets down into the well by a rope, and also sent for arope ladder. One of these, Perumal, dived
into the water, and raised the body from the bottom, and we then fastened ropes to it, and brought it
to the top. The man was quite dead when brought up. I consider the place from which the convicts
draw water to be very insecure, and that measures ought to be taken to prevent similar accidents

happening.
(Signed) J. KERNICH,

4th February 1867. Jailer.
(Signed) E. STORR,

Head Assistunt Magistrate.

Derositiox on oath of W. H. ROBERTS, Esq,, ». D., Zillah Surgeon, Coimbatore.
I inspected the body of convict Kootan, which was taken out of the well in the Central Jail
yesterday. There was a wound on the back of the head, which had cut through the skin to the
o been caused in falling against the side of the well. The wound was not

bone, and which must hav
d by concussion of the brain and immersion in

sufficient to have caused death. Death was cause
deep water, while in a state of insensiblity.

5th February 1867. (Signed) W. H. ROBERTS, . p.,

Civil Surgeon.

No. 12, OrpER THEREON, 1st May 1867, No. 700.

It is evident, from the report of the Superintendent of Jails at Coimbatore, that
the platform erected half-way down the well in question was in a very dangerous
state, The Superintendent had repeatedly drawn attention to it, but no action
appears to have been taken in the matter by the Officers of the Public Works
Department, until after the occurrence of the fatal accident which is now reported.
Orders will be issucd on the subject in the Department of Public Works.

(True Extract).

Chief Secretary.

To the Inspector General of Jails.
Public Works Department.

”

Exd. J. H. Burus,
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