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Proceedings of the M. adras Government, Judicial Depdrtment.
~ 9th April 1867,

1

attempting to escape from Port Blair ; or, should they succeed in securing a boat and getting
out to sea, of re-capturing them before they can reach the shores of British Burmah.

8. On Viper Island, Jail buildings are now being erected for the reception of conviets of the
most refrastory and dangerous elass. A chain gang is also organized at this station, in which the
convicts most prone to escape arc under the immediate eye of the Police both day and night ; and,
as a further preventive to either outbreak or escape, the convicts in this gang are also chained
down at night. It is further proposed that all new atrivals, from whose ranks the greater por=-
tions of escapes are made, should at first be located af this station, where they will not only daily
see the consequences which may surely be expected if they endeavour to escape, or their conduct
should in other respects prove insubordinate, but will also hear from older hands themselves how
fruitless such attempts at eseape must prove, and which only terminate in ingering death in
the jungles, or in increasing the severity of the punishment they are at present undergoing.

9. In conclusion, T would again respectfully beg to assure the Supreme Government that
my best endeavours are directed to checking these attempts at escape ; but I must also observe,
as I have already done when reporting on this subject in my letter, No. 83, of 13th October 1864,
to the address of the Commissioner, Tenasserim Division, ““that the Government must always be
prepared to hear that, with each batch of new arrivals, escapes follow” until at least the Settle-
ment is in a more advanced state than at present; and I would also venture to eall attention to
the 4th paragraph of this letter, showing that escape from Port Blair does not infer, unless in
exceptional cases, a return to the Continent of India or to the Coast of British Burmah,

10. The enclosures received with you letter under reply are herewith returned as requested.

From Lieutenant-Colonel B, F ORD, Superintendent of Port Blair, to Captain C. P. HILDEBRAND,
Officiating Secretary to the Chief Commissioner of British Burmah ; dated 29th Novem-
ber 1866, No. 160,

L have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, No. 567E, of 12th instant, in
continuation of your Office letter, No. 47 6E, dated 24th September last, upon the subject of the
escape of eonvicf,s from Port Blair, forwarding, in original, endorsement, in the Home Department,
No. 5177, dated 6th October last, with copies of Proceedings of the Madras Government, in the

Government expects, now that the Police Force has been strengthened, that these escapesmay be
checkell '

2, Inreply, Ibeg to state that the special report called for as above was duly submitted in
my letter to your address, No. 146, dated 22nd November 1866, in answer to your communication
on the same subject, of which your latter under reply is in eontinuation.

3. With refoyence to the Proceedings of the Madras Government, forwarded with endorse-
ment, No. 5177, of 6th October 1866, T have the honor to observe that a report in full upon the
11 escaped convicts referred toin the Proceedings noted below was also submitted in my letter
above quoted (paragraph 2).

Madras Government, Judicial Proceedings, No. 101, 11th April 1866.
55 » 213, dated 25th April 1866.
3 i T, Gt Jene -y,
‘4. Of the remaining eight escaped convicts noted in Proceedings of Madras Government,
No. 221 of 24th July 1866, six have since been re-captured, and one returned of his own accord,

No. 9383, Chakala Doorgbdoo, re-captured, 18th May 1866.
» 9952, Korcha Hanumun, ¥ o

» 9953, Bathat pullay Korcha Nursegadoor, re-captured, 30th March 1866.
+» 9939, Chigetary Sungal, returned, 18th May 1866, .

»» 9938, China Venkatigadoo, re-captured, 10th March 1866,

»» 9956, Geerigadoo, re-captured, 10th March 1866.

. 9746, Kondadoo, . o AT,

s

— .

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Judicial Department, 5
bth April 18617,

Thus, of the above eight escaped convicts, only one man, No. 9205, Hera Nulla Jaraviah, remaing
unaccounted for. This man, it appears, escaped on 26th December 1865, and not 25th J anuary
1866, as entered in the roll forwarded with Proceedings, No. 221.

5. With reference to the 2nd paragraph of Mr. Secretary Sim’s letter, No. 1397, stating
that the monthly Returns of casualties, excluding re-captures, show 38 escapes from December
1865 to April 1866, I would beg to observe that, in readin.g the mon'thly R ettfrns of escaped
convicts forwarded from this Office, it must be born.e in mind that, in cases when an esca,pe.d
ct;nvict is not shown as re-captured in the same mont}l, 1t does not follow that he has effected his
es‘cape from the Andaman jungles; and that, in taking Casualty Returns as. data foT' the zion-
raturn of escaped conviets, the half-yearly, and not the.monthly, Retux:ns furnish such mforma,tlc.m
in the most complete form, although, even then, a con.v:(-:t, shown as still unaccounted for, may, in
all probability, be re-captured shortly after the submission of such half-hearly Rcturn.. I wou.ld
also draw attention to the fact reported in my letter above quoted, : N?. 146, of 22nd instant, in

hich I stated that, of all convicts who escaped from Port Blair in the‘ current year, there
W,I,;ajned on the 3lst ultimo, only four men under sentence of transportation from the Madras
Premﬁdencl)trz l:z:z;::;;ed fovl;;)uld again respectfully beg to draw the attention of the Government
: : e never heard of a single instance of an escaped convict who was

Zg.\I' Z?il\i;t:f tllfdf:(:sﬁliztg :GEZZed the Continent of India..‘ These men have no aptitude for malf-
inz canoes, or other contrivances necessary towards enabling them to leave these Islands ; m'ld it
isinost probable, therefore, as already reported, that t-he men, when not accounted f?r thhu.x a
reasonable time, have perished from the effects of the privations they have endured while roaming

bout in the jungles. -
i34 7 TheJenclosures received with your letter under I'QPIY are herewith returned.

No. 2697.
Forwarded, for information, to the Government of Fort Saint George, in con-
tinuation of letter hence, No. 5178, dated the 6th October 1866.

3 By order).
| ENT - (By
H?:);D$ﬁmm, ' (Signed) A. P, HOWELL,

164 March 1867. Uuder Secy. to the Govt, of India.

No. 63. OrDER THEREON, 5th April 1867, No. 563.
Communicated to the Inspector General of Jails, for his information,
(True Extract).

Cliief Secretary.

To the Inspector General of Jails.

Exd J. H. Burns,
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