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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Judicial Department,
27th February 1867. -

. No. 236, " Read the following letter from C. N. POCHIN, Esq., Acting Mégistrate
of Salem, to the Chief Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George;’

dated Salem, 25th January 1867, No. 7. _
" I have the honor to request that Government will be pleased to vest the Magis-
trate of the District and the Division Magistrates with a discretionary power to pay
oll witnesses who may be summoned to appear either before themselves, or before

" any Court subordinate to them, the bona fide travelling expenses, and a reasonable

daily allowance of batta, during such travelling time.-

9. - In certain Magisterial cases, witnesses have to be summoned from great -

' .d'is‘tancexs, such as Madras, Coimbatere; Trichinopoly, &e., to give evidence on mat-
“ters in which they ave not personally interested ; and, in the present state of things,

these witnesses have to travel at their own expense, receiving in return the present

-sanctioned amount of two Annasa day. Some of the witnesses so sunimoned are

very often not in a position to defray the expenseé at their own cost, being indigent ;

| . and if such witnesses are to be dispensed with mercly to avoid their being put'to
! jnconvenience and annoyance, the ends of justice must be frustrated. -

3. In tho Order of Government, dated 30th September. 1864, No. 1440,
Magistrates are only authorized to disburse batta to indigent complainants and wit-

“nesses in cases tried by them, but no provision is made whatever for defraying to

~"them their travelling expenses, so much so that Mr. Arbuthnott, late Magistrate, 1
. am given to understand, paid to a witness summoned to appear at Trichinopoly, in
_~a caso of theft, the amount of Rupees 10 to meet his travelling expenses. . )

T L iho witnesses wero summoned to give evidence in the High Court at
> ‘Madras, they will be entitled to a reasonable dmdunt, to meet their expenses, under
the Order of Government, dated 7th September 1863, and I do not sec why, upon -

'the same principle, witnesses appearing at a“BIagisiratc’s Court from distant places
should not be allowed the same immunities. - B -

"5, T have made this reférence, at the “instatice of my Acting Head Assistant

.- Magistrate, before whom there is 0 case under investigation, in which he has had to

<cummon witnesses from Arcot, Raneepett, Madras, Cuddapah, Erode, and Cuddalore.

——nn

~ No. 237. . | " ORrDER THEREON, 27th wFc’abruary 1867, No. 309.

In the foregoing letter, the .Magistrate of Salem recommends that Magistrates

" of Districts, and Magistrates in charge of Divisions, be vested with a discretionary.

power to pay all witnesses who may be summoned to appear before themselves, or
any Court subordinate to"  their bona fide travelling cxpenses, and a rcasonable
daily allowance of batta "¢ time occupied in travelling.

2. Mr. Pochin re} :
1864, No. 11440, while sanctioning the grant of batta to indigent complainants and

witnesses atteniding before any Court, does 1ot provide for the payment of travelling
allowances to such witnesses, and urges that complainants and witnesscs summoned
to attend before Magisterial Courts in the interior are entitled to travelling allow-
ances and compensation for other expenses, cqually with witnesses summoned to give

_ evidence-in the High Court, Madras, to whom such allowanceés are granted, under ‘

the Order of Governinent, dated 7th September 1863, No. 1437.

.at the Order 6f Government, dated 30th Séptc‘mbef‘ '

——— e
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To the Magistrato of Salem,
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