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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Judicial Department,
B 26th February 1867.

No. 227. Tead the following letter from Licufenant Colonel W. J. WiLSdN,

. Trom Inspector €icneral of Police, to Ins)pector Gencral of

| Trom Licwenant Gordon, Superintendent, Contral Jail,

' From Inspector General of Polica, to Tnspeclor General of

Il}sl)cgtor General of Jails, to the Chicf Sccretary to Government, Iorg

Suint George; dated Ootacamund, 8th December 1866, No. 115. |
~ Ihave thehonor to forward the correspondence specified in the margin, relat-
' | " ing %o the accommodation at Salem of a
Jails, dated 3rd Kovember 1866, No. 1318,
bef L, o e velly and Tanjore to Madras, and'also re-
 dails, dacod 17tk November 1866, Ro. 1909, with encle oy ding the admission of such gangs into
S . o Jails on the linc of march in future. The
particular instance which gave rise to this correspondence has been disposed of, as
far us the conduct of the Superintendent of the Central Jail at Salem is concerned;

but as the Inspector General of Police appears to he of opinion that marching par-
tics of convicts are entitled to admission into Jails on the line of route, even although

an cpidemic should be prevalent therein, I request that Government will be pleased

 to issue such orders on the subject as will sct the matter at rest.

_2.. Convicts, on their way to Madras, or to other places, are frequently obliged
to march considerable d.ist‘ances, and it is but seldom that they pass through or near

~stations where there arc Jails.  The advantages which they may be supposed to
‘derive from admission into a Jail here and there for a single night, do not appear

.“~to me of sufficient weight to counterbalance tho risk, cither of imparting, or of con-

{racting, discaso which would e incurred thereby, and I agree with my predecessor
in his views on’ this subject, and which arc bricfly expressed in his letter of the
| o RIS 10th February last, published with the
Proceedings of Government noted in the
o o c margin. e was opposed to the admis-
sion of marching gangs into J ails’ under any circumstances, and especially in ‘the

i Jadicial Depariment, 21st February 1856, No. 263. -

‘ case of Salem, where the Prison is upwards of three miles from the Railway Stati01};
and I am given to understand that the 204th paragraph of the new Jail Rules was.
" drafted with the intention of meeting the point now raised. The words ¢ safe cus-

‘ ,t‘ody,” however, arc not very clear, unless they are meant to apply to the nature of

" “the building, for tho guarding rests with the Police,

“tho existence of aun epidemic,

~f"roﬁx W, ROBINSON, Esg., Inspector General of Dolice, to the 1

" Police took th

A -

and not with the Magistrate.

3. Whatever decision may be come to on the gencral  question, I submit that
| cither in the Jail, or amongst the men of the marching
gang, would make st ineumbent upon the Superintendent to refuse admission.

e

dated Madras, 3rd November 1866, No. 1818.

The following occurred recently at Salcm.‘ . . '
9. A body of 31 conviets, ander scntence of transportation, and sent from Tinnevelly and

sed admittance, and sent the convicts and guards away. The

locked them up in the wretched, utterly inadequate Police Cell. '
3.. The Superintendent of Police does not nxenﬁion the accurate dimensions of the,Lockoup, ar
already there to swell the mass of miscry. - Ilc remarks

state lhow .many Police prisoners were,
- 1 kpow the place, 2nd am satisfied that thero

o how they got them all in, I cannot understand.”
could scarcely have Deen sitting room for the majority.

-

‘gang of 31 convicts, under sentence of-
Salem, to Inspector General of Jailg, dated 12th Novem- transportation, when en route from Tinnc-

nspeetor General of Jails; -

| Tanjofc, un-ler cscort of Police, arrived at the Salem Jail. On the plea that there was Cholera in .

_the Jail, the Superintendent refu :
em to the Town Police Station, citaated in the middle of that populous town, and .
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4. During the night, one poor creature was scized by Cholera of a maliznant type, and died '
in tho Civil Hospital, Whether the fatal épidomic spread from the infected Lock-up at the town, I
have yet to learn. - . 3

5. What I request is that you will inform me whether your Officer hal your autharity for
refusing to take charge of this body of convicts. - Ile probably had warning that ganzs of convicts

" for transportation were being 1oved up to Madras, and should have made preparaticn. His duty,

| as I take it, is to reccive and make arrangements for the safe custody and Lealthful wcevianivda-

_tion of all convicts who may be properly brouzht to the Establishment ever wlhich Le precides,
and that he was not at liberty to refuse to do his duty by these convicts, A

6. The occurrence of untoward circumstances, such a3 the out-break «f Cholerain the Juil,
does not relieve him from his duty, or justify his casting it on others.  Such oreurrences should
wercly suggest more energetic and humane exertions on Lis part, in Lekalf of thuse for whom he
becomes responsible the moment they reach the Jail gate.

7. T am under the impression that the excreise of a little judament and resource would havo
provide_d for the convicts for a single night. A Police or Warder guard-reon night have heen
given up for the night ; a few might have been accommodated in the Central Tuwer, snd so on.
Be this as it may, I am satisfied that if he could not receive them witkin the Jail walls, it Lecame

the Superintendent’s duty to go out with that gang of convicts, and not to leave thewm until Le had

seen cvery man suitably and healthily accommodated. -
8. What order the Officer did give—whether he sent the Jail Ofcer ta sce the Conviets fadand

- refusing admittance with reckless disrerard of what mizht become of them.  The wearied guard
turned away i e thetr av . . . g
. away from the Jail, marched back their over travelled chain-zanz to the town, some two OF ;

tl:rec miles, and locked them up in the only available Llack-hole to which the guard coull resort.
The consequences were most disastrous.

9. Itisnot, Tconceive, the duty of the Magistrats ts provids accommolation for convicts
) who should te admitted to the Salem J ail, still lee
they could take them to was the Station-louse,

10. .The proper course for the Police would have Leen t refuse to continue in charzt, and
to have withdrawn at the Jail : they kad fulfilled their duty neet

s arc the Police ro authorized. TlLeenly 1260 7

Dut Tam mest anxius to 1

;' Of i

cers of your Departme . e e . . ti .
? ¥ i nt in the most accowntolating manner, and I claim siwilar consideratie® oo
at your hands, ¢

s

1. Tam not aware that you have issued any rules for our mutial guidance vnder
cumstances.  The thing may have Leen done, but no copy has Leen sent to 1ac,
. 12. ‘I be that you will at ence take the matter u;: and Flﬂr'(: it cn ayroper foting, 83 it
13 1ok the first time that such an occarrence has taken plac'e a:AS’d:-;nl and viherinstane
reported from other Jails.  Horrors of this Kind arize out of .;i.:nl-l.e' \:a‘m t f""_. mient.

° - 13. 1 am sendinz . L. wand
_ ‘ ending a copy of this to the Sanitary Cowmmisaioner.

—

. MEMORANDUL.
The Superintendent of the Central Jail,

under which the gang in question was refussd
O9TACANEND,
6th November 1866,

- . e ancod
Salew, i3 requested to esplain the ciremmnstd

adamittanee ints the Jail,
(Signed) W.J. WILSON. )
Inspector General of Juils.
From Lieatenaat A. J. F. GORDOY, Superintendent of Central Jail, Silxm, tothe Ins
General of Jails ; dated Salem, 12th November 1568, No. 189
As requested in tho endorsement on the accompanying letter from the Inspector Gen

tee N ¢ Lt . v e dep WHIC
Police, No. 1818, of ths Srdinstant, I have the honor to state the eircamstances wades

arse

gangof convicts therein alluded to were refused almittance to the Jail unler vay ¢havae:

) ot . ) . s Jait, :
2. A party of conviets, 31 in number, from Tinnevelly and Madera, arrived ab the "o lato

epidenic Cholera prevailedinside, and tho party were en roule to the Penitentiaryat Madras,

PcCtOf

Cr.’ll Of .
L the

]

koused—1I have yet to learn; but it appears probable that he conteated himsolf with wmerely ¢

cuch air= © « .

v L.
¢q have been e

e e .

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Judicial Departinent,
' 26th Iebruary 1867,

Jailer refused to allow them to be admiited, but suzzested that the party should encamp outside, in

ths Jail compound, and offered for their accommodation a . shed open at each end, and then water- -
tight, with an arca of 833 square fcet, and a cubical capacity of 15,390 cubic feet. The Head Constable
in charge of the party, however, refused to zuard tha convicts outside, on the pleathat it was unsafe,
asthey were all en roufe to Madras to be transported, and declared that he should take them to the
Town Station. The first intimation Ireceived of the arrival of the party was when I visited the

-+ Jail on the following morning, when the forgoing particulars wers reported to me.

0

3. Since receiving the letter under reply, I have made further inquiries from the late Jailer,
whose statement is corroborated hoth by the Jail Writer and Jail Dresser, and who both distinetly
state that the shed was offered for the accommodation of the party ; and thelate Jailer and Writer
now further say that tents were also offered. This is the first that I Lad heard of tents having been
placed at their disposal, but I distinctly recollect the late Jailer reporting to me, on the morning
after the occurrence, that the large shed before alluded to had been offered to the Head Constsble.

4. There can belittle doubt that the above is substantially a truc account of what happened,
as Mr. Casey’sservices have been since dispensed with, and the Writer and Dresser have no object to
gain by supporting his statement. . .

5. 1 regret thatthe late Jailer did not think fit to makea reference to me on the subject, but at
the samo time I consider he acted to the best of his ability, and in a manner which he considered -
best caleulated to prevent the party being infected, and carrying the discase with them to the
Peritentiary at Madras. B . ’ B

6. As regards the particular easo of Cholera, it appears that the man was by no means well
when the p'arty recached the Jail ; that the Dresser saw him and treated him for Diarrhees, but
appears to have had noidea that the symptoms were pxjemon‘itory of Cholera.

7. TFrom the above particulars, I think it will be clear to you that the blame which Hr.’
TRobinson so gratuitouslyheaps on my shoulders—and which is based (so far as regards myshare in the
matter), on a number of suppositions, entirely groundless—rests rather with the Officersof hisown
Department, who took the gang to the Town Station Black-hole by choice, and not from nccessity.

8. Even if the circumstances connected with the occurrence hadbeen as Mr. Robinson sup-
poess, L maintain that there was no necessity to take 31Convicts to a Station-house, and lock them up
in a room where there was barely sitting space. For 30 nights previously, thisparty, on their march
from Tinnevelly, must have encamped outside the Station-houses on the road, many of which are
not capable of holding more tlian 3 or -f prisoners ; and it would surely not have been a very great
hardship for them to camp out for one night more in the Jail compound at Salem. '

9. Asthe facts of the case are so simple; it is useless my replying, paragraph by paragraph, to
the Inspector General’s lester, but I may add thattwo other parties of convicts had arrived previously,
had Leen received in the J 211], and passed on to Madras. One of them (from Calicut), who arrived at
the Jail at 11 o’clock at night, Lrought the Cholera with them, I am inclined to think, asthe first
three cases occurred in the Jail a few hours after they arrived, and I am told that the mort.lity in
the Calicut Jail from the same diseasc hasbeen something dreadfal. The other party, from Tanjore,
arrived before the outbreak. The Jailer in acting as he did, in refusing the Tinnevelly party admis-
sion, mercly acted for tho safety of the convicts themselves, o

10. As regards the feeding of the pirty, I am further informed that the contractor was ready
with supplies, and that the Warder who accompanied the party, and who had been furnished with
money for the purpose, was about to make the ncecssary purchases, when the ITead Constablo decided

. on taking the party to the Town Station, snd said it would be better to make the nceessary purchases

in the Salem lazaar. It seems to me that, hadthe Police acted with a little morejudgment, the -

_ horrors which Mr. Robinson so ably depicts, and the oceurrence of which no one regrets more than

I do, would have been avoided. To the most erdinary cobserver, it is clear that all the ITead Consta-

" . blewanted was to get rid of his convicts, and have the night to himself ; he, consequently, took them
" to the Town Station, and there locked them up. Ilad he accepted the suggestion of the late Jailer,

it would have nccessitated his remaining with the convicts all night.

P
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11 Mr Robinson’s l ‘ erefor rom remarki ng
ctter is a'ldrcsscd t .
| ok i B o you.- I, therefore, refrain fi on ylo
, :xtndr o e1 L lc (ulnju:: aciusatlons which are contained therein arelmade azainst me1 and Ilctsansnt 0I
herefo e, conclude w hout recording my strona on .both to the char (
s y strong objecti ges themselves b
her anguage in which Mr. Robinson has thought ﬁi to 1couch :hetm t t emeelres

12. I shall fecl obliged b
y your forwardi
13." No intimation wags sent to me of th;npgr:biopy gt fo the Sanitary Commxssx
oner.

the one from Tanjore, ble date of arr
y and Ireceived the necessary information fromlzzl (gﬂf;n} of the gangs, except
¢ Officerin charge of the J
atl

. regarding that pa rtxcular g
gan
g, and not from the Police authorities, whose business it
2531t was to regu-

" late their march, a
nd whose duty, I ¢
~arrival of » 1 conceive, it 'was to k
of the various gangs who would require accomm(;d;tig i ltn}formed of the Tmb"ble date of
n in the Jail. -

P. S.—Since writing
.the above, T h
tendent of Police, in which » Thave reccived the accompanyine
in the shape of tnnts s ;cShlelz admits that the result of his i mquxrg hzf;n r
was Pla,ced ab the d1sposal of the party II: Oglfd;hat e pmodation
‘ 7 the ail authorities ’

, and to

. My Dear Gozrpox, ‘

T'have ascertained, ' \

Police, and that thl:ed }ie)’ond doubt that the offer of ten’rs or theb y ‘

it . y declined it, I have written accordi gl e brick- :hcd was made to th
at anything I should have said in dw.ry ngly to the Inspec o the

one you showed me this mommg Should have proveked so unpleasant o 1
} . e

tter as the
Yours tru]y - -

SALEM,.12th,
(bmned) E. L. HANKIN.

‘ From W. ROBINSON ‘
et ’\[SO\ Esq., Inspector General of Pohce, to the I .
o adms llth \Tovcmbcr 186(‘ No 1909 nqpector General of Jalls

"General Departmenb. o

h 9 O, g 19 submlt

information, f
rom WhICh it will appoat thﬁt th" Jail o.uthorltles dxd oﬁ'er accommod ;
ommodation for the

convxcts m tcnts

1h : T
ave mquested the Supcrmtendent of Pohce to repnm:md the Head ¢ ‘
a onstable most '

sever 1 g
’ Oﬁicci ); p PIOfi l10:\0 IclatlyI to be regrotted that the J ailer left a matter of this kind
Offcer of Pl who had nothing whatever to do with it, and &id not, nd to a Subordinate
s could be and were suitably aceommodated by the Police, .- - s‘mey h‘mself that thc

o

Hankin nor myself knew at the time to be—incomplete mformmtxon

X 4. But I do trust t]lﬂ.t W prevent a
you 111 put this matter on such Z as will t
more o do with tbem etcept to guard them whercvcr the Jail aathontles place them and I :)e L
g .

: that the optxon Wluch Ied to thxs occurrence may never avam be ngen to them

[

. conamay

E 4 .
U xtr actfg'om the Dzarj of the Supermtendent of Police Salem
o ’ J
went down to the J ail thls mornmg Saw Gordon He is very angry at the Inspect
cctor

.

the r’;clfptxon of the. 31 conucts en route to Madras
e Inspector General wrote the lette :
r on g remark 1
l;ag reiuscd them admittance, owing to there being Cholera,mxideﬂ:: ‘;‘: 117 to the sfeet that Gordon
ad taken thcm to the Town Station-hou ,
-house and locked, them up there £
the convicts was seized with Cholera that he was taken out ofP the Ifo 121. fho wight that one of
died there. TR the Dispensacy, and
When this happened I was at Ahto
or, and simpl te f
Heal ply wrote from a report m d
o gua:t cr Inspector, without in any way guarantceing accuracy of detail, ora oo me by the
ention of the affair would be taken as the basxs of an official megaing that my
General g | nas | cial complamt to the lnspector

T T
. g .
e g e sy T

letter from the Superin.

e e -

tor Gcncml and regret

- . 2 I ] —
o I most apologize to yOHISle and Captam Gordon for “I‘lt ng on: Wha,t R
1 nexther C i
aptam Y

I added that the Police -

T e

LR

"y .

e TTE R st Ay vl e n g et~

PO o
.- -

o d

T

" ed with Cholerain the Pown Lock-up is a mistaks.

S
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P

I now learn that an oﬂ'er was made, on the part of the J mler, to accommodatn the convictsin

tents, or in an open br1ck-shed outside t
Dawson in"charge ¢ of the party, on the plea that the rain was commn' on, and that better accommo.

dation was to be had in the Town Station-house.
Vencatachellam wrote word to me that the Jail Supcrmtendent ha.d refusad mdmlttance with-

out saying anything about the offer of shed or tents
I transferred so much of his report tomy diary ; . but the report of the convich having been attack-
Ile was attacked on the road, and taken té

m is not recponsxble for this mistake however ;

the Civil Dispensary, "where he'died. V' encatachella
d I see tnat 1t does not fairly bear that

it is solely my own. I mferred it fxom his report, an
inference., ] 7

I don't think ITead Const’mblc Dawson particularly to blame for refusmw the offer of tents.
Ie is not suppo;ed to" know much about sanitary arrangements, whilst he does know that a
100‘\-up, however small, " gffords'more sccure ‘wecommodation than tents or an open shed ; he knew
also tlnt the prisoners coming - alonw the road must have been conﬁned in’ worse places than

the Town Station-house.
I cxcecdingly regret

that I should have mxsled the Inspcctor General and becn the cause of

the letter referred to.

o ’ - (Signed) E. L. JLANKIN,
Superzntendent of Polwe

No. 228. ORDER 'anm:ov, 26th February 1867, No. 304.

The Governor in Councﬂ cone
Jails, that partics of convicts o the

ted into Jails. It is observel
muncralum was sanctxoned so far back as the Q8th I I‘ebrum y.1866, with the Spcm

: “view of obuatmrr the inconveniencss

¢ Works Depa.rtment 28t.h Februnry 1866, pomted out b)’ Lleutmnnt Colonel

Wilson, and the necessary orders® will

ertain. what progress. has

march should under no circumstances Le admit-

G. 0., Publi
“No. ()17'

Works Department to asc
when the Lock-up is hkcly to be pomp}eted‘

(True Extract).

now be 1ssucd in the Pubhc
been made in the work, and

Clief Secretary. .

To tho Insp"ctor Gcncr.ﬂ of Jails, with'encld;qres, returned,
Public Works I)epartment ‘ ’ o
 Inspcetor General of P’ ohcc. S R

Ma«nbtrato of S’llC!Il.

gzl J. L Burns.
_’/;j/,-a/—fﬂf”“““ “““‘“7;;};:;4 R 7 nﬂ é/ﬁ/mg
4

he Jail, and that the offer Was declined by Head Constable \

(he was not aware of it himself he says), :md

ars in the opinion of the: Inxpcctor General of

d that the construction of 2 safe Lock-up at Soora- -

e
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