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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Judicial Department,
' ~ 13th February 1867.

Read the following letter from the Magistrate of North Arcot, to the

Chief Sccretary to Government, Fort Saint George ; dated Chittoor, 28th
January 1867, No. 8. E S

~ With' reference to the concluding paragraph of -the order conveyed in.the
- Proceedings of the Madras Government, Judicial Department, dated/;the/%rd

" No. 89,

- d anuary 1867, I have the honor to submit the name of Mr. Gibsron:,_gs wﬁéll qualified
for the superintendence of the gang of Convicts to be hutted on the site of the Cen-

tral Jail about to be built at Vellore, - ‘ =
~ 2, - Mr. Gibson, the Government will remember, was placed on my Staff for
the purpose of aiding me in organizing
and conducting Famine Relief Opera-
Lo tions in the more distressed parts of the

District. In the conduct of these, and in the management and control of tl:e Poor
Houses established in the Palmanair and Gudiattum Taluqgs, Mr. Gibson has afforded
me much valuable assistance ; and although the Langarkhanas will all be closed
by the end of this month, I should still have been glad to have retained his services
for a couple of months longer, in connection with the works now being executed

Government Order, dated 25th July 1866, Revenue Depart.
ment, No. 1861, L

out of Special Funds under his superintendence.

[23

3. As, however, Mr. Spedding has independent management of a Talug,

besides other genceral dutiesat Head Quarters, and Mr, Tagg is in charge of the Jail -
here, there is no other arrangement caually practicable. .- - _ R
“ 77 4. "Mr. Gibson s a highly intelligent and energetic young officer, and the -

very dutics on which he has been more particularly engaged for the last 5 or 6
months must-have given him an cxperience which will be most valuable in the

~ wvork which it is now proposed to assign to him.

~-

5. If the Government have no other officer whom they could appoint, I'will
.make arrangements to relieve Mr. Gibson of the superintendence of relief operations

"in Palmanair and Gudiattum Talugs, in view to his entering upon his new dutics
ahbout tlig 7th or 10th proximo. -

No. 90, - - ORDER THEREON, 13th February 1867, No. 225, o
The Governor in Council directs that Mr. Edward Gibson, Assistant Collector
and Magistrate of North Arcot, be placed in charge of the Convicts to be hutted on
the site of the projected Central Jail at Vellore, . o _
2. - Under the provisions of Regulation I of 1833, the Governor in Council

- authorizes Mr. Gibson to exercise the whole of the powers of punishment conferred-

. it R D AT # Ba i b il R 30

P

by Regulation X of 1832, The Inspector General of Jails will report, at the -
cxpiration of 6 months, the number and nature of the punishments inflicted by Mr.
Gibson, with any remarks he may have o make upon the subject, -
(True Extract).

T . Chicf Seére!ary.‘
To the Magistrate of North Areot. ‘ ~
'y Inspector General of Jails,

Exd, T. Cartladge.
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K Proceédingi of the 2Madras: Gorernment, Revenue D;partment..
25¢% July 1866. -

-

Y

Dated 25tk July 1866, No. 1,861. -

No. 503. ’
Miscellanecous. The Governor in Council has had under his serious
consideration the Reports which have been received from -

“the Collectors of several of the Districts in this Presidency in which, owing

to the long continued drought, and the high prices of the necessaries of life,
excessive distress at present prevails.  For some time past the scarcity, amounting

. to actual famine, which has prevailed in Ganjam, has compelled the Government to-

make special contributions for tlie relicf of the starving poor, in addition to
subscriptions which havé been raised for the same purpose both in the District
and at Madras. The latest accounts from Ganjam are somewhat better. There has
been a copious fall of rain since the beginning of the present month, and thero

-1s a prospeet of a tolerable harvest. Up to this time, however, the south-west

monsoon has not reached the Districts in the soutli-castern portion of the Presi-
dency, and in North Arcot, Salem, South Arcot, and Coimbatore the distress
caused by the high price of food, and Dby the want of water and of pasture,
is most severely felt. The pressure isapparently greatest in that part of tho
country which includes the Southern Talooks of North Arcot, the North-Western
Talooks of South Arcot, the Western Talooks of Salem, and in the Southiern and
Eastern Talooks of Colmbutore. It isalso very severely felt in. Bellary.  The
Acting Sub-Collector of Coimbatore, in a letter addressed to the Collector
on the 14th instant, adverting to the straits to which the poorer classes in the Up-

land Talooks of his Division are now reduced, has urged the nceessity of immediate

relief.  He writes that it is iinpossible not to “ be struck with the poverty-stricken

« gppearance of the lower classes, with hardly a rag to cover their nakedness, and
¢« hardly any flesh to cover their bones ;™ that *“ the cattle were even worse off, they -

¢ \were mere moving skeletons ; that he had scen wretched beings, with hardly a rag
4 on them, cating the fruit of the prickly-pear and berries from trees;” and that
“cvery night Lundreds of poor wretches skulk about the stre.ets of Caroor picking
¢ up what wretched garbage they can collect; that the coolics arc -so weak that,
t¢ when they first come to- the Public Works Department for work, they have to bo
¢ fod before they can be worked at all.” It is to be feared that a very similar state
of things exists in the other Districts already referred to, and as regards the cattle
the Collector of Salem reports that thousands have died for want of pasture and

want of water. Inone village alone, which Mr. Arbuthnott lately visited, upwards

of a thonsand head of cattle have perished.

A Public Meeting was held at Madras on the 21st, at which a sum of

[y
o

‘upwurds of Rupees 20,000 was subseribed for the relicf of the starving poor in the

distressed Districts, and also for the relicf of the poor in Madras, in the event of an
actual famine arising in the Presidency Town ; and a Committee which was appoint-
ed at the Meeting, and which includes representatives of all the wealthier classes of
the commﬁnif}’, is now engaged in raising.additional subseriptions foe the samo’
and in devising measures for organizing and aiding local cfforts for the
cdiste relief of such of the starving poor as cannot- obtain employment. The
Governor in Council resolves to contribute to the Relief Fund from the Public T'rea-
'su;‘}"’ﬂ'l(; suin of Rs, (20,000) twenty thousand in aid of the subscriptions raised at the
Mecting, in addition to the sum of Rs. 1,000 which has alrcady .heen placed at the
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department e ‘ o T ' :
B _ 250 July 1566, rent RN : 5 . Proceedings of the Madras Government, Revenue Department,
[ 7 SEPIRRES: | 2 _‘ S 25¢h July 1866.
VdiSPOSﬂ. of the Acting Sub-Collector of Coimbatore, and he will be prepared to ¢rant oo -~ | . ‘ . - -
the equwalel}t of such further sums as may bo raised for the o ‘10‘ - )u?e o R 5r ; ! ; 4, Although the pressure on the poof of the Presidency Town is af present
lffldras and m the Provinces.  These grants will be disbursed to the \I.} 1 . i .(\' N R : ' o not to be compared with that which exists in the Districts above referred to, the ;
fmlttQO, who will arrange with the local authoritics for theix: appro )vi-x‘ti([)vtx MoItJ‘U-nth ‘ EEAN - Governor in-Council deems the prescut a suitable opportunity for‘commelicinﬂ‘
;bled h;fm.l ’gmt by this means sufiicient funds will Le availubig lfox% the r‘c;.icf of1 b)th(; : A.j.".:,l‘ o i , " two important works, which have been projected for some time. .- One is the serie: S
(:lle"uh(;:'nur::c,citf th’i‘i(ﬁuflgj \\'!‘f’ are not in ?Pﬂsition to carn by their labour ﬂ;o SN - : o Ofdwt(;rkS t}lzlgn{md by . . Fraser for improving fhe water supply of Llad;‘as, .'
cannot work will (;.f courtcll))r:;cr}fel;ulolfﬂ Cozlfjlmng charitable relief to those who [ .+ % - B T zzxioxlle\\(')ithe rtllxz m:o'f(‘;rtmgft'munni(t)'f r? :lall];ﬁnez;r o Téhomas" T o -
: 3. Butin order that this specics }of:'ligljie{? ;:1 s ‘ L [ : - P ~ will be issucd in }()ler Public WO;IIE: D]:p;rt(:rx}‘te;irrfl'o:n':lh; O'uther:ll"(t:anals. e
est possible hunits, and also with the view of ob o confincd w_uhm the narrow-* T q oL ‘ment of thgso works, which will afford employinent t‘ Ilmmeb 13 X cf?mmepce-
turo whish tho Sorte mar be commalled v of o tfmnng some return for the expendi- R . e " from Madr 1 it ! johbourhood, and ployment to a large body o laborers
the lower clusses, the Gove .)_XD"‘ e t? incur in providing for the necessitiesof -+~ 7 { . © 7 eff ol superision i working gangs tho B o e oo ot 1
“to which refer.e-u’cc 1 }0,_‘(1'1101 in (/f:unml deciusy it essential that, in the Districts - ! oS eotual supervision of the working gaogs e gl of an additional Assistant, T
ploying large x;uv b:ai o m~ad?, Jimmediate measures should be taken for em- oo e ‘ Coeo- ' 1 Mr. II. F. Clogstoun. fo be statloned.at tho Tied Hills, will bo
voeTie e .11_ ers of the sufferingbut able-bodied poor on useful public work ' : | ‘ L ' ’ . Mladed at tho fispost of tho Cotlector of |
s public Worxs. , : . .~ tho Madras District, who will depute one of his present Assistants to the Mount for
: f-theso young Officers, acting in co-opera-

-

- the same purpose. It will be the duty o
S _ tion with the Oflicers of the Public Works Department, to sce to the payment of the

coolics and the arrangements_for hutting them where such may be necessary, and

He accordingly directsthat the Collectors

North Arcot.
of the Districts named in the margin will

South Arcot.

-
P e

Salem., ’ . .
](:‘Oi!ﬂbatorc. il{ ilcc 1211 range, in communication with
sellary 1¢ local Oilicers > : r : ’
' . 5 of the Lhe 9 L . . S . (
’ for the immedia! e Public Works, T ; ‘, to the duc observance of such sanitary precautions as may be prescribed by the .
: a7 ’ . . . nediale WCeIMU 1 Y . ' . e . .
(tho»e parts of their respective Districts in which the di t‘ o omnmeucement 2 o . . Sanitary Commissioner. - . : -

. . . L ¢ gl 3 o crvrantrct C oL e ' . . . . 2 . . - '
-~works as they may deem most useful cither for in distress 1s greatcst, of such . L : 5. Tlhe Governor in Council trusts that the forcgoing measures for providing . -
T ) NProvi: N . - ] . . . . . R i :
ithe sources of iirigation, and al the rame fime s .} L x;g the communications o1 I : .- work for the able-bodied poor, combined with the cfforts wlich are being made for

-3 . T : switalace o p cyyrest : e o - : A N LV PP \ IR : : .

-skilled laborers,  The works to be undertaken shoul d“l ot the cnployment of un= 750 o oo affording relicf 1o tiose who, from physical infirmity, ave incapable of earnine a
‘ ) > Y ken shor . 1 e ' . RSN S . e ) . i X R . ] R
-the people being cmployed in ganes of imod ald bz so selested as to aduwit of ; : o livelihood, will go far to alleviate the distress which at present cxists. ;
G e ) e 1 gang uoderate str 3 ) : . § 5 S Y ‘
¢vieinity of their own villages; for, in the present stat Cnfgth, either at or in 19 ;:\ b I - (True Extract.) :
-advisable to avoid, as much as . sent state of the public health, it i3 Mo - - L T e C L : .
; aavisa avoid, as much as possible, the collection of 1: bodi lab R | - (Signed) A.J. ARBUTHROT
+and as the rates of wages should not exceed wl arge bodies of laborers, " o S : o - :
. g xceeed whati . . , L : : T : . , W 7 :
' nance of the laborers, it is not desirable 1l t~ 1t is requisite for the actual mainte- . : . S . Chief Secretary.
- i ssirable tha , .. . S . . : ittee.
"homes.. Thewases of the lal : they should be required to leave thetr- - « L ~ To the Relief Committee
i N aborers should be paid daily, and i oWl L % . ,, Public Works Department.
i be 1.1ccos.\nr} to make the payments in frrain \[‘“’ i Soma Cases it “l‘ SR : - ‘ " Collector of Madras.
tcarricd on under the immediate supervisiy f' - any of these works may bo© .= : I, North Arcot.
3 . s )n O . . e . - - N i - - g N .
:‘grades, and, in order that that supervision mav 1 the Revenue Officers vf varivls : ‘ Lo ” South oot
: : 1“.‘. i as Complctc as circumsianees will g L : o ’ Salem. -
* Sort&x R\rcot, 1‘I‘Il'x'. L. Gilson admit, the Government resolve to ; . . Coimbatore.

; South Arcot, Mr. C. W. W : anafior . . ; ) . .

Salem ’\Irj.'l l§ (f: \(E;i&ienamn' transfer temporarily the Assistants named : " d"fR Bellary
' , wiel, AL e BF, Bhe WILDDLC. 4  veeient 7 . e . f . oard of Revenuc.

Coimbatore, Mr. E. 1\ Overbury. m thb.umrgm"’ to the Districts speclhcd «‘ ‘ o " Accountant General

” Mr. 1. W, Welledley, opposite to their respective names These l . I

‘ ' “gentl a1 T ’ “ ,, Sanitary Commissioner.
‘which they are severally transferred, wit! & ]. emen will  join the Districts, to ¢ . o It Gibson, Esq.
.stances of the case do not admit ;_ has little delay as possible.  The cireuin: ‘ ' . -, C.W. W. Martin, Esq.
;previous submission of Lsti it of the delay which would be involved in tho ,» J. D. B. Gribble, Esg. . .
“taken or th Ny Istimates or Reports, in regard to the works to L under- . E.N. Overbury, ISt .,
) ¢ amount to be expended, "This <t hie . N : ’ o H. W. Wellesely, Esq.

several Coll o iis must be left to the judgment of the ‘ _ } » A
: ral Collectors, aided by the advi . o S 1. F. Clogstoun, Esq.- : ‘ :

: S vice of tho local Public Works Officers, end of , D s L L :

coursc of the Superintending Engineers, wi . s e : ,, Editors’ Table. T . ‘ )
 Qorernment, however '.“" ngneers, where these Ofiicers are within reach. ‘The - ’ . | , , 7 7
‘with full re’ ort , will expeet to be furnished, with as little delay as possible, o ) s
’ expenditur PJ.S as to the works which may be commenced, and tho amount of 0 B3 Tulloch - : - . |
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