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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Judicial Department,
- =7 18th February 1867.
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Read the following papers:—. = . A S
No. 86. - From' the Officiating Superintending Engineer, gth Division, to the
Secretary to Government, Public Works Department, Fort Saint George;
 dated Madura, 25th January 1867, No. 1838. o C o
I have the honor to request the sanction of Government— '
1st.—For fetters being removed from conviets going upon scaffolding, and
tempering earth for bricks, &e. " -
and.—For convicts being cmployed during the night in firing and tending
‘ brick-kilns. o :
-2 In building the new . Jail at Madura, the labor is almost exclusively furs-
nished by the prisoners ; while the foundations and basements of the puildings
- have been under ‘construction, the fetters have been only an impediment, not an |
" actual cvil; but as the walls will now be run up, it is, I consider, necessary that -
’ 5‘‘‘thg.m(mwsh()uld havo tho free uso of their limbs. Again, while the prisoners are
- fcrirﬁc;;;.'.:} the clay for making bricks and tiles, the dragging of the chains is'very
~ trying and hurtful to the men when standing and treading the clay more than
‘ o ankle deep. This hardship has already
I . o becomo apparent; and as the orders*
. of the Government of India- are to tho cffect, that fetters should not be placed on
men cmployed on work that cannot be properly performed with them, I submit
. - that, in these instances, the fetters should be dispensed with. The Police authori-
tics here arc not prcparcd'to carry out this measurc without the special authority
of Government, and 1 therefore refer the question for orders. - :
.3, Again, the Police Department object to allow prisoners to be employed
at night at the brick-kilns, and it has therefore been necessary to . cmploy paid
labor. Now the Government have particularly enjoined, that convict labor should
be cniployed. to the utmost extent, so as to reduce the cost of work, and this injunc-

" & Vido G. O, No. 2602, of 220d September 1863. '

" .. tion has been attended to at the Madura Jail as far as practicablc. The expense .

-

of a fow coolies is very small, and has been incurred, rather than that the progress.
i of the building should be retarded for want of materials ; but it is on the Zyr'mciple

. ihat convict labor “should be fu‘llyﬂﬁtilizegl that I bring the matter to notice.
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Jum————

‘, : S ‘q‘Rcforr‘e‘d to the Inspector G neral of Jails for his remarks.

' four St Ghoses, L (Signed) A. J. ARBUTIINOT,
315t January 1867- LT : ! Chief Secrelary.
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N No‘ST " From Ticutenant Colonel W- 1 WILSON, Inspoctor General of Jails,

TR o tlio Chief Secrefary to Government, Tort Saint George; dated Madras,
© 1st Fobruary 1867, No. 153. S S

", Ihave the' honor to’ return the letter of the Supcljiptqnding'Enginoer, 8th

i Di'v;xsion‘,‘datéd 25?11 fultir‘.n‘o,“ referred to mo yesterday for remark,

< '@, Captain Prendergast proposcs; firstly, that the fettve‘i'é of all. convicts work-
- inlgupon seaffolding, and of - those fzmployed in tempering earth for bricks, should
pe removed and, sccondly, that convicts shox_ﬂd be cmployed during the night in
firing and fqnding’ bxick—kilps; " He does not say how many men arc likcly to bo
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o Pr&ceedihas of the Madras Government Judzcial Del’“rtment’ l '
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' . 13th February.1867.
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‘yequired for cach of the purposes specified, or yhat extra guar(ii W;n;)f:;sz:isjn Z;; |
3 decided repl to this reference Withow 1 |

:Id X w:n:snaale :Seggzzxjgz to the queitz;ns mainly depend upon the comparatnt'g > N _ I’R O CEL'DII\ S of 1o VADRAS Go ERNMENT.

ese po | .

expenis)o of convict and of hired labor, but I will state my gencral opxmoln ::’1011 | . :
: regard to cach proposal. It is clear that convicts in irons ought not to work dI.:n ‘ \ . o )
scaifoldmg, and it also appeaxs desirable that those who are emplo} ed in trea o b% | ) o e ‘
clay should be relieved from fetters. The labor in both of these ms(;:mcel% \‘11 " , :/ e //& 3 n/// / o {V“ r f it [{} o I[,ﬂ ’f ) ”' // 5
. - 4 - g N aiLLs
. carried on ‘during the day, and if the number of men is not large, and & steer o of , l L e y // (L // ) l j /
* made of those who are the best behaved and who_have served the greal pd . i #‘

thejr time, 1 sce no ob_]octmn to gwm0' the proposal a trial; for, a8 the groun

R ” (/“V[ J/{ll [/ P /J el / ./f /)
rounding the site is flat and open, it is very possiblo that no increase to the number | ! B / / 7 /
’. of the guard would be found necessary. - ,
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3. Tho employment of convicts at night appears, to offer too many famhhest . . ‘4 - - //(C . y Z/[ /},{ . ///% e j}/‘
 for oscape., It would entail the nece551ty for an cxtra guo.rd and be mconveme‘n ‘ : L : | . / / | |
: 3 . in.many respeets. . o ’ S ‘ Do
E i‘ Refen'ed to the Judicial Dcpar'cment L '
‘& “Fort Sant GEORGE, (Signed) . C. A. ORR, Coloncl, R by
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. ‘295};’J¢muary 1867. SCCT“@’J to Gowrmmn . - ' . ‘ » o , S C et (‘(, ;/ / / (_¢( ; /L/(\—'
: No .88, " ORDER THEREON, 13th February 1867, No. 224. wls : -"-L" NI T = '
"~ Pho Governor in Council is pleased to sanction the first of- the two propos

"submitted in the Superintending Engincer’s
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- working upon scaffolding an nd employed in treading clay shall be remov od, subjects

however, to the proviso that the number so employed be not hrcrc and that tho
~ selection be confined to those who are the best behavc
greater part of their time.

9. TFor the reasons given by Colonel Wilson,

4o sanction the cmployment of convicts during the night in firing and tcmlmg bml‘
kilns.- o S ' :

(True Extract).

Chief Seeretarys

To the Inspector General of Jails,
., Public Works Department.

Exd, J, Tulloch,
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