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: Stating fust reforences on pomts cf Hmdoo end Mnhome-

Pr oceedmvs of t/ze Z!Iadras 'Government, Judzczal Department
- .81st December 1867,
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| Read the followmg papers i—
No. 833.  From the Officer Commanding 4th Rcmment lI N. I to the Ad_)utant ,

General, Fort Smnt George ; dated Secunderabad 23rd N0vcmber 1867’
No. 457.

I have,the honor, in accordance with paracrraph 12 ercular No. 2038 of 15th '

‘ 1\Iay 1865, to rcquest decision upon thre foHowing case -—A private of- the * 3oo-
trass” casto was married to a woman of his own caste. ~This woman is lawfully
married wife—dicd. IIe then took a woman into kccpmo' She was of the
¢« Kullen” caste. The ¢ Kullen” caste is somewhat superior to the Mootrass. After
“keeping this woman some time, the private has the ceremony, known in the Telugu
languago among the ¢ Mootrass” caste as Sunnectabootoo, performcd and claims
to have his wife by Sunneetabootoo, formerly his concubine, registered as his hcu: _
for pension. As‘far as my information goces this is, in higher Hindoo caste,a
doubly illegal marriage, first, as being between two different castes ; sccondly, as
being of a man. with his concubine ; but the private 1eprosents that in the * Moo~
trass” caste, it is legal enough. : .

2. I, therefore, request a decision, and mstructlons, “hether this second foe
is to be consxdeled eligible for entry in. the Reglster as hoxr to pensmn of the
private. ' -

P ]

No. 4986. o
 MEMORANDUM. ..
With reference to the Procecdings of Government in the J udicial Department .
and Ocder thcruon, dated 20th August
1233, the Commarder-in-
R Chlcf hias the lionor to submit the within*
lstter from the Officer Commanding 4th Regiment, M. N. L, & ited 23rd November

1567, No. 457, in view to tho opinion of tho Govemmcut Law Ufucexs on the
SIleCCt therein referred to being obtamed :

da+ law may, in fatare, be made to Gover: mout in the 1864, No.
Judicial Dopartment.

(By Order). - - e
Apyurant GeNERAL’S OFFICE, (Smned) J ‘\I PRI’\IROSE, Colonel,
Forr S41NT GEORGE, . , " . Ad/utant General.
-8yd December 1867, . - 0 N T T B A
Do the Chicf Secretary to Govemment Fort Saint Geor_qe. . ,

Referred to the Advocato General for his opinion.

Fort SAtsT GEORGE, (Signed) B. 8. ELLIS,
10¢k December 1867. Chief Secretary.

No. 334. From the Government Solicitor, Madras, to the Chief Sccrctary to
Government, Fort Saint Georffc, dated Madras, 14th December 1867,
No. 809.

-1 have the honor to acknowledge the Orcder of Governm"ut noted in the mar-

gin, requesting the Advocate General’s
Dated 19th Docomber 1367, and made on dooket from
Ad_)ut.a.nb Goneral to Govornment of 3rd idem, No, 4986, opmxon as to the 10"“111t)’ of the marri-
+ age of a certain’ widower (a private m'
the 4th M. N. 1) of the ¢ Mootrass” casto with his concubme of the ¢ Ixullen caate,
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and cligibility of such wife as his heir for pension.
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. ,, ‘ Proceédingf of the ;1[ad;fa;? Government, Judicial Department,
So ot o 3lst December 1867, S

< -

2.1 _Sul‘imitted the ma_ttei' for the cnnsideration of the Advocate General ; and, -
;3. I now forward a copy of his opinion, and return the order above noted.

Lo o oPon, I
';‘ 1 think the marriage good enough. . There is nothing that I am aware of in the ITindoo law,

4 to prevent a mar_}"_qlaifr_)'ing his concubine if hg be of the Soodra class, and of the lowérf";tribes' ‘ T K
" - of that class. -, =~ : ' : : . : S ’ : :

.+ 2.1 donot know of other ** Mootrasy”
1. Against & man marrying a woman of a hig

- i e e

or ““ Kullen" castes. I think that the proh:ibitibn .
her caste applies only to the four well known and well ~

i distinguished classes. To carry the doctrine further among he many so-called sub-divisions of
. .. theso castes, which have sprung up in the course of time, would, in my opinion, be a dangerous
- precedent. : ' S : SR
A " (Sigued) J.B. NORTOY,

- 12th December 1867, ' : . _ " ddvocate General. ‘
S - (TrueCopy). =~ .. - o :
: . (Signed) H.J. BROCKMAN, . \
S Government Solicitor, - -

"+ No. 335. " OgepEr THEREON, 31st December 1867, No. 2139. : o _ *\\

Sy " Ordered that the opinion’of the Advocate General bo communicated to the

. Adjutant General of the Army, and to the Military Department, B . M
1 oo | (True Extract). - '
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