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Read the following papers :—
No. 131. =~ From the Secxetary to the Government of Indxa, to the Chief Secre-
tary to Government, Fort Saint Georse ; dated Simla, 31st October 1867,
No. 6062.

Iome Department.

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your lettpr of the 4th instant, .
No. 1588,.commenting on the serious mortality which occurred among the Mad-
ras convicts at Port Blair during July last. ,

2. Inreply, I am desired to state, for the information of Ilis Excellency the

Governor in Council, that the subject had already occupied the attention of the

Chief Commissioner of British Burmah and of the Government of India, and that
remedial measurcs are at present under consideration, which it is hoped will be
cffectual, -
3. The mortality is said to have beenin great measure owing to climatic
influences, resulting from the large quantity of jungle still existing uncleared, &o.,
and to the insufficient food purchased by the convicts, who receive a money allow-
ance, and who deprive themselves of proper nutriment with a view to save money.
But the specially heavy mortality among the Madras convicts is mainly attributed
by the Port Blair authorities to the bad condltxon in which they arrive in the
Scttlement. :
1. - Extracts are herewith forwarded, for the information of the Government
. of Madras, from the reports of the Chief-
Lx;:;izﬁff,a{?hmgof? Bosh Dmfs lotter of 238 Commissioner of British Burmah, the
Frtract thom L’?"ﬁ:&f:ﬁ‘én‘f;’l‘i‘;‘“ Furds report, Superintendent, and the Senior Mcdlcal
Officer of Port Blair, bearing upon the

Madras con‘victs. Iam to remark that the Port Mouat gang of convicts referred -
to was not allowed to purchase food; but was brought under the messing system

" by Mr. Homfray.

5. The buowes£10n that the cause of death should be inserted in the casnalty
returns will be brouﬂht to the notice of the Superintendent of Port Blair, who will

*

—

Extract from a letter from lIajor II. NELSON DAVIES, Secretary to the Chief Commissioner of
British Burmah, toE. C. BAYLEY, Esq., Secretary to the Government of India, Simla ;
dated Rangoon, 25th September 1867, No. 2129 P..B.-G8 .. -

Paragraph 4. With reference to the remarks in paragraph 7, the observations made during
the recent inspection bear out the assertion that the Madras convicts arrive in a low condition,

%hich, it is understood, ariscs from convicts in the’ Madras Presidency receiving a lower scale of

nutritious diet than in Bengal, Bombay, or Burmah ; but it will be borne in mind that the condi-

tion of the Madras prisoners who worked at Garden Hill under Mr. Homfray, and who were by
far the best fed ganz on the Scttlement, were in decidedly the best condition of any of the prison-
ers. Dr. Rean states in his report that the men at Port Mouat continue healthy, and that these
prisuners have been more liberally dealt with, which is undoubtedly the fact, and quite accounts
nor is it less a fact that well fed convicts will be found in a good state

of bealth in most of the statxona, if not in all.

—

Extract from a report on the affairg of the Penal Settlement of I’ort Blair for the month of

July 1867.
Paragraph 7. It will be noticed that Dr. Rean has observed that which attracted the

<attentxou of his predecessors and myself, namely, the low condition of health in which Madras
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iets arriv is Sc . the death rates are heavier from the newest oceupicd stati
conviets arrive at this Settlement the do 3 o ti st occupicd stations the Secrctary’s letter,

than on the oldest and longest cleared stations, being half that of the former. . ! ' Madr 'a]though the practice therein referred to is not common with
} i3 ras men. =In Regiments of Native Infantry, it was well known that the Mad

Extract from Dr. Rean’s Remarks. i Sepoy did not willingly stint himself in thearticlo of food. and 1 1c Madras

The deaths amongst Madras convicts amounts to 4-9 per cent,, and amongst all otherts 14 ‘;(I) S;we, 1\{vhereas it was quite the contrary in the caseoc?f ’Ial?ndcl:);:x?er:: zley l‘fno\‘:n

> t. ' 1 . adras Regiments. ITowev i epe . ‘ Iving i

e C';‘l‘lc difference here is very great, aud I am inclined to attribute it to change of (‘“mnt(‘; and s introduction of the mcssinrr‘se;’sttclgs ;Tﬁii’ ,lf lt%oes E-“St; may be removed by the

partially to the men arriving in a lower condition of health than happens from other Presidencies ; ‘ Mouat. e ) 18 said to have been so sgccessful at Port

vet, on this latter pint, I would epeak with reserve, as I have not inspected any batch of convicts
on their landinz since I took charge, as the scason fur their deportation here had passed ; but from

3. An .
enclosure from the Nellore Collector received along with the letter
the numbers of quite recent arrivals treated in hospital,with a scorbutic tendeney chiefly from

ul‘lder reference is herewith returned,

Madras, and the opinion of the Medical Subordinates, whose experience is very extensive, from

their constant intercourse and acquaintance with the convicts, T believe there is much confilence - . i Ozper TiEREON, 10th December 1867, No. 2035.

to be placed in the opinion that the Madras convicts arive in a poorer condition of health than o Ordered that g copy of the foregoing letter from the Inspector G 1 of Jai

others, and are conscquently less able to withstand the inclemency of the monsoon. 3y prede- - be sent to the Government of India. 7 pector General of Jails

cessor wrote as follows regarding the last gang of Madras convicts, numbering 123 men, on the - T :

23rd April:—** It is my daty to bringz to your notice the wretched emaciated condition generally in i (True Extract).

v¢which these prisoners arrived here.  Allowing for depression of spirits, and, in some instauges,

¢ sea sickness, yet the whole scemed as if half-starved.” ‘
Analyzing still further the mortality for the month, I find that, at the oldest and lengest x

cleared stations, the death rate has been 13 per cent. 5 at newly cleared, or those where extén- o

sive clearings have recently been made, 3°8 per cent.—thz number on which the calculation is baged . ) Chief Secl'glar?/.

Leing doulle as many at the old stations. :

-No. 133.

—

|
Referred to the Inspactor General of Jails for roport, with reference to the :
. remarks on the diet of prisoners. i
!

¥

-

Forr Saixt GEORGE, . (Signed) R. S. ELLIS, ; i
18¢% Nevember 1807, ) Chief Sceretary. ; {

s

! . .

No. 132.  From the Inspector General of Jails, to the Chicf Sccrctary to Govern- ! To the Taspector General of Jails,
. ment, Fort Saint George; dated Kurnool, 30th November 1867, No. 138. |
T have the honor to return the letter from the Sceretary to the Government of &
India, No. 6062, wizh enclosures, which was referred to me for report with respect l
!
|
!

to the remarks regarding diet. U

2. I believe that the dictary in fo;Qein the Madras Jails is ample, and that tléc
unusual mortality which took place amongst the Madras convicts at Port Blair 1
July last was, in all probability, owing to the same cause to which that amongst
those who remained in the Presidency may be prinedfally attributed, viz., the great
state of weakness from famine and disease from which they were suffering when
received into Jail. The practice, herctofore, was to embark all convicts, unless they
were too ill to stand the voyage ; but the existence of old age, infirmity, or of chrq-
nic discasc not immediately dangerous to life, was not’ permitted to interfere wit
the carrying out of sentences of transportation, and a number of convicts must
neeessarily have arrived at Port Blair in bad condition.  This, however, is not 1ikc])‘r ,
again to happen, as orders have recently been issued to_the effect that all convicts ixd, J. H. Burns,
under sentence of transportation to the Andamans are to be examined prior to emy |
barkation, and that those who are unfit for labor by reashn of old age, discase, or
infirmity, are not to be sent. Should the mortality stilt continue, it must then be , )
put down to climatic influences, or to the other causc mentioned in paragraph 3 of

3
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