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~ possessing peculiar qualifications for the duty. -

P7 oceedmg: Qf the Madras Government Ju(lzctal Department
: : 215t Noteml;er 1867, - -

s

No. é49 Read the followinv’Extrflct from the Proceedih;rs of the .Governor

General in Council in the Ilome Dopartment dated Sxmla, the 2nd
October 1867, No. 67-5057. .

" Read an extract from the Proceedings of the Govemor General in Council in the

Pubhc Works Department, - No. 637(/, dated the 27th August, forward-
g, for consideration of the subject in this Department, an extract from

the Procecdings of the' Sanitary Commissioner for Bengal, for Eebruar

last, noticing the high rate of mortality amongst the inmates of the Dul-"

lunda Lunatic Asylum; and attributing it to the effects of the long dis-

tances traversed by the paticnts between their homes and the Asylum.
Revarrs.—These papers practically suggest the multiplication of Lunatic.
Asylums, mainly on the grounds urged by the Sanitary. Commissioner, that the

- present asylums in Calcutta are over-crowded, and that the removal of lunatics

from long distances to Central Asylums greatly increases the mortality among new
admissions.

2. Thoers can be no doubt that the view of the Sanitary Commlsuoncr regard-
ing the evil effect of the long journeys that must at present be undertaken by
many lunatics before reachmg a Central Asylum, 1s, to a certain extent, a correct

view. The Governor General in Council, however, does not consider that it forms
any sufficient argument for the maintenance or increase of the system of small

local asylums.

3. Experience of the general results of the system has nhown that its continu-

ance would be a grave mistake. . Its practical result in each district has been that
the lunatics have heen left very much to the care of Burkundauz Warders, and in
most cases, if not- actually maltreated, they have been much neglected, recciving
none of the constant and systematic care, watchful kindness, and treatment of the
mind and fancy, as well as of the body, which are so essentially necessary for their

cure. The best; indced, that can be said for these local asylums is that the patients

are better off than if left at large, in regard to food, shelter, clothing,
treatment for any physical dlaease

4. This must always be the case with local asylums of the existing kind ; for

and medical

fow Medical Officers have the peculiar qualifications required for thelr efﬁcxent '
.management in regard t> the cure or alleviation of mental discase, and the

District Medical Ojicers are often much too fully occupied with their Tevular work.

to devoto the nccessary attention to the patients under their charge. Moreover,

- the, cost of the buildings and the supermtendcnce requisite to put local asylums on

an efficient footing would be too great to a.dm1t of tho adoption of thlb remedy of
tho acknowledzed evil.

5. Central Asylums, on the other hand, pOSaeSS the very great advantarre of
rendermrr it possible to obtiin for their inmates scientific treatment by men

Hence result constant care, cleanli-
ness, kindness, and 1mprovcd treatment from constaut cxperience and observation

in each individual case, -

6. These advantages are so great as, in thc opxmon of the Govemor Gcneral
in Council, to compensate for the dxsadvantaves of the distanco from which many
of the patxents have to bo brought but these disadvantages m ay be greatly
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‘2' L P "f"’e‘di"é” of ”‘f M “‘lT’{‘ .Government, Judicial 'Department{
* 2lst November 1867. T \

-lqssencd by a judicious increasc’ of the number of Central Asylums, and b. the.
systematic arrangements for the transport of patients which the increa;o in as *);ixm
would render more feasiblo than at present. - Y
v. There are no means of estimating with any degree of certainty the num-

ber of lunatics in proportion to the population in any Province. In Bengal, indeed

even the extent of the population is not known, and that element, thcref?;ro’ cannol,;

Lo taken into consideration in calculating the number and size of the asylum’s which
it would bo advisable at present to establish. A beginning should, however, be

made, by gradually fixing asylums in the large and populous tracts XIO\:' far remo,ved

from such institutions, and where it may be certain that patients suflicicnt will be

M N Cexw 4 1 T ] . . ] .
forthcoming for an asylum. The buildings, of course, should be of a moderate size

at first, on a plan admitting of extension to the largest size dcemed expedient in
this climate. In tho sclection of sites, regard should not alono be paid to their
centrical position with reference to the population for which tho asylum isintended
to provide, though at the same time this should not be overlooked. Healthiness of
gite and facilities of access are important considerations ; but, if possible, patient
should -not b2 removed to a climate differine in an : ®
e 3 : g y great degree from thei
nativo onc. ' ° their
8. In the Punjab there is but ono regular and permanent asylum at Lah
Clearly two more at least are required— ar - ore.
y quired—ono towards Peshawur, and another

towards Mooltan—while the temporary asyl i
) ylum now at Del
and made permanent, elhi shguld be enlarged

9. Tn the North-Western Provinees therc is one at“Bareil.ly while others have -
been sanctioned for Benares and Agra, and another might be bui{t at Allahab lave |
Cuawnpore, or between theso two Places; and this last named asylum w Ic;l ( ’lor
provide for two or three of the Districts of Qudh, P e

10. In Oudh therc is an asylum at Lucknow 1 |

\ e and another might be all
at Fyzalad, to provide also for the Bustee and tl s X e
ot Fysal | ie wholo or part of the. Goruckpore
11.  In the Ceutral Provinces, there is one at N
s, the Nagpore, and another te
asylum at Jubbulpore. If the latter were placed on: pérr’nancnt bas'er t‘elm oo o
would probably suffice for some time to come. 4 4 femo fwo
12. In Bengal there ave four—at Culcutta, Dacca, Cuttack, and Dat Th
Y na. 8

'three first-named amply provide, it is belivved, for the southern portion of B 1
on o enga y

‘but Central and Tast and West Bengal (including the Iazarcebaug Districts)
: icts) are

‘quite unprovided for. In Central Bengal, Moorshedabad, or, as healtli .
~would be central; but an asylum there would Pl‘Ob'ubl,y' (;n(i ana “c‘]" Rajshahye,
“patients from the purcly Bengal Districts in its neighbouthood an(aimptc Supply of
send to it Natives of the districts above Rajmchal would be fa:tz,xl ax;; any rate, to
!um at or about Bhaugulpore would be required. In Western ,Benﬂ'i; Focond tay-
in the neighbourhood of Rancegunge would suflice. These would r::i:I :1 : a'sylum
for Bengal Proper, but Assam would require an asylum for itselll' ~ndbfvel):weu
Behar and the northern part of Rungpore. ° - or. Cooch
13. Tlic Governor General in Council would be glad to.réc.eive. frém the I‘ 1
_GO\'O.I‘" ments and Administrations an expression of their views in regard éo the ({;at
locations in which commencements might be made gradually to carry out some sujh

i
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Proceedings of the M adras Government, Judicial Department,
21st November 1867,

3
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scheme as that‘su‘ggested in the foregoing remarks, angl a statement of the places in
which the urgent need for these Asylums is greatest.

Ogrperep that these remarks be communicated to the Governments of Madras,
Bombay, Bengﬁl, the North-Western Provinces, the Punjab ; the Chief Commission-
ers of Oudh, the Central Provinces, and British Burmah ; the Commissioner of My-
sore ; and the Resident at Hyderabad. SR '

(True Extract). : i
- (Signed) E.C. BAYLEY,
Secy. to the Govt. of India.

No. 250. | ORDER THEREOX, 21st November 1867, No. 1879.

Resolved that the foregoing Procecdings of the Governor General in Council,
regarding Central Lunatic Asylums, be forwarged to the Public Works Department,
in order that the Superintending Engincers of the 1st and 6th Divisions may be
called upon to submit, with as little further delay as possible, plans and estimates for

Asylums at Vizagapatam and Trichinopoly. . N
9. It is observed that the Superintending Engineer, 1st Division, was informed
: ' ' in G. O., dated the 1st May 1867,
No. 699, that plans and estimates wero
- . o required for an Asylum at Vizagapatam.
. 8. The Inspector General, Medical Department, will report, after communica-
+ion with the Magistrates of Trichinopoly, Tanjore, Madura, and Tinnevelly, for

what number of lunatics accommodation should be provided, in order to meet the
probable requirements of each of these districts in the Asylum to be built at Trichi-

nopoly.

Soee farther G. O., dated 2nd July 1867, No. 1048.

(True Extract). : :
- R. S. ELLIS,
' Chief Secretary.

. 7To the Public Works Department. _
Tuspector General, Medical Department.
Magistrate of Vizagapatam. o
Do.  of Bellary.

Do.  of Malabar.

Do.  of Trichinopoly.

Do. of Tanjore.

Do. of Madura.

Do..  of Tinnevelly.
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xd. J. 1. Burns.
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