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Ne. 187. Read the following letter from the Acting Advocate General, to the -
. b L Chief Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George ; dated Madras, Tils
November 1867.. . . SRR C
N S 1 have the honor to communicate the result of three (:fi;é(!s io which I proses -
sve. cuted on behalf of the Government at the Criminal Scgsious which have just
“"f""' ~*  terminated. ' ' ' _ , ’ L ST
' * .- 2, Two of these cases were prosecuted on behalf of ‘the Mint, and were of the: - o |
P S T s SRR simplest character : in one, & family consisting of Vullian Bec, licr son Mahomed = - o
o B .~ Abeebollah, and his son,alittle boy, named Mahomed Azeczoollal, were charged with: MR
.~ Deing in possession of, and passing off, counterfeit coin. The evidence showed that '
o " the party were going about together in tke Cutwal Bazaar, purchasing small znpplies © .

P of vegetables, and paying for them with counterfeit quarter-rapee pieccs. . The [ S
older prisoners had each made one purchase of this sort. The woman as detected, >, T
jn the act of making a sccond, and the man, when arrcsted, was found with a coun-+ - .
P terfeit coin in his possession. _ The little boy was carrying the vegetables already -

' . bought, and had on his person a small bag containing eight counterfeit coins, .- The ..
~ “jury found the two elder prisoners guilty, and they were sentenced, the mantotwoe. -
years' rigorous imprisonment, the woman to nincteen months. The boy was acquit- -

tad, probably under the belief that he did not understand the nature'.gf the fraud
with which he was mixed up. - ' o oot
R 2 In the sccond case, the prisoncr, Ahmed Hoossain, wascharged with coining: .
o S o A quantity of coining implements were found in his room, and twq._"tw.o-'ahh‘a; pieces - . . 7. 4
e e T B L 7Y% jn an unfinished state. He.also was convicted, and sentenced to three years', ©
o e S R #° . yigorous imprisonment. coe R T
. ' L : ) 4. The third case was the most se_rious offence of the Scssions, viz., a char'gé S R
4 of murder against Thomas Dalton, Quarter Master Serjeant attachced to the 23rd . © . o
S S Native Infantry, lately stationedat Trichinopoly. The evidence put it beyond . all . | .
. S dispute that, on the 29th September, the prisoner murdered his wife by beating out
i . . her Lrains with a hammer. Thoe only question was whether, at the time of doing, : N
B ' . ) so,%a was of an unsound mind. It was not contendcd fer the prisoner that any e
ey . " out¥eak on even appearance of insanity had cxisted up to the day on'which theagt . - '
b o was committed. He was proved by the evidenco of numerous  witnesses ‘to ihéve .
SERUEEE ' been a zcalous useful officer, of temperate habits, and a singularly cvol and collected

o : “ . Qisposition. The evidence to show insanity was as follows :—Counstable Cascy said -
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that, on Sunday morning, the 20th September, his wife, on her return from Church, . ~
said that Serjeant Dalton bad been saying that people were watching to shoot him.
4 In consequence, Casey, who was a friend of his, went to meet bim, and walked home
N . with him. - On their way, Dalton said that ho was being watched to be shot, and
Sy repéated the same thing several times. Johanna Dalton, his dadghter, & most
: . intelligent little girl of ten ycars old, said that, on his return from Church, Dalton . T
. said that the Officers were going to shoot the Roman Catholics; thathe was to bo
;i . shotjthatthe Pricst was to be shot ; that the Postmaster bad been shot ; that then
! X ‘be had accused his wife of intending to poison him: tR scems -to have been
mere rambling talk, withoutany violence or _excitement. Afterwards he gave Mrs. '~
{ Dalton some books to burn, and then shut up all the doors and windows (the first "
{ time he had ever done so in the day time) saying he would go to ‘sleep. e then .
! went into the bed room and picked up a hammer, and came out holding it behind

~
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“his back. Ilis wife went to meet him with a baby in her arms, whenhe struck ber ,, & Ordered that paragmsz;E;N:; lb59th Novem.ber 1867, No. 1844,
three times on the head with the hammer.  As she fell, he disengaged the baby .ﬁbm . ' graphs 4, 5, and 6 to the Military De ariommtumcated fo .tbQ,Miilt
her arms, placed-ssathe cot, and then struck her repeatedly agsin. The cries ?f . : ry. P went, o
the children caused thekervant to run to Bugle-Major Cox for assistance. On his \ i R | _ N (True Extract), 3
anival he asked Daltond what was the matter, to which the other first replied, . i S .. S .

“ nothing,” and then ‘said his wife had been trying to poison him.- Dalton then ) ! . . o :

“left his rooms with a drawn sword, and ran to the European Burracks. There he . .
gave himself quictly up, repeating, however, to Scrjeant Donnelly, and to Licute-
nant Butler, tho same statement, that his wife had been attempting to poison him. ’_

Chief Secretary,

5. On the other hand, it appeared that, in the previous April, when about to _ _
amcottah for {Trichinopoly, he had'discovered that his wife had written a . ' * . . - s
note over his own name, signed .updn a newspaper covcr, thatis, that ' o o -
.\ig 3 mame to a promissory - mote, and that she had® pledged ' - : N ,
- - Somo jewels without his knowledge. This transaction had annoycd him* '
greatly. Various promissory notes were also produced, which were éutstand-
ing'in the Trichinopoly bazaar at the time of the murder, two of which were
in the wife’s writing, and two of which appeared to be forgerics of the prisoner’s
name ; thercwas no‘evidence, however, that he knew of these, Tho daughter depos-
ed to frequent quarrelicgs, and to the prisoner having once beaten tho decéased,’
and on another accasion threatened to hang her. Further, all the witnesses who,
“saw Dalton after the occurrence, and the Constablo Casey who wasin chargo of
him for a month after his arrest, deposed to his being perfectly rational and quiet in _
" his manner and talk. The most important evidence on this subject was given by . . : ' S ..
' Lieutenant Butler, who had two conversations with him immediately after he was ' ) ‘ :
‘arrested. In these, the prisoner explained to him that his wife had read & Ictter, in . .
“which he had told arelation that he intended to take his pension and go to America. " . : ' B .
‘2 He (Dalton) said that he c.o'ncludcd from this that she imagined -ho would desert e : - ' '
“~-her, and ‘that she was poisoning him in order to sccure a peusion fors hersclf and her ‘ : o .
h

To the Mint Master,
” Military Department,

hildren. Ho added that the poison was being administered in lime juice which _ E: .

particularly disliked, bt which she was always coaxing him to take. ITe dwelt ) o _ ‘ . : ' _ . _
on, his long service and good character, requesting Lieutenant Butler fo try and ; T . ' . ' S
save his life, expressing his own opi_nion that, under the extcnuating circumstances 3 - :
of the case, he*would only be transported for life. Finally, he asked Lieutenant - S ' - E -
Butler to undertake the care and education of his children. Lieutenant Butler stated . _ ' B o . "

* *that Dalton’s nanner was perfectly composed and collected, and that his language e o ‘ '

throughout was rational and coherent.” The tenor of it certuinly showed a perfect,
consciousness that ho had committed a eriminal act which was capitally punishable. i | . o _ : . -

6. The Chief Justice left two questions to the jury'as to Dalton’s state of mind : -
-1st, was ho suffering from an insano delusion at the time he committed the act ? e
2nd, if so, then was he able, notwithstanding the dclusion, to perceive that ho was ; : : : .
. committing an act which_wz_xs in itself wrong, and punishable by thelaw of the land. - - 4 : ) -
“TBe jury brought in a general'verdict of guilty. Upon this, the Chief Justico asked
-them whether,in their.opinion, he was at thetimg suffering under an insane delusion,
though aware of the criminal character of theact ? This question they answered after
somo hesitationin tho affirmative. Tho Judgo then procceded to pass uponthe pri- -

“soncr a-sentence of penal servitude for life,
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