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l No. 169

" crimes of robbery by drugging ‘with Datura that has occurred and, so far as the
* Police was concerned, was tr(ated thh much abxhty I was myself in the District
- about this time, and made fu]l i mqurry The crime is not uncommon, and it is most
. ‘mxportant to stimulate its detection. - I, therefore, berr that a reward of 50 Rupees
** may. be granted to, Inspeetor Kr 1shnasawmy Naidoo ; the other I. erl Tewa d ‘
":undu G. 0., No. 1380, dated 23rd Augusf 1862. .

g gwe a brief account of the evidence as it stood: to do this it wil} be neeessary to g0 ov
shortly, the main facts of the orwmal report ; the case will thus appear clearly as a whole..

- pressed the Chetty to drink some butter-milk, which offer the Chetty réfused. .
left his newly-mado friend, buf shortly returned ; this time, hé brought the butter-milk from a

butter-milk woman on the platform, and persuaded the Chetty, who, observed him put sometbmg
into it, to drink it.

- gered towards a carrmf'e, leaving

: alonf' ‘with him. -

I’roceedmrr,y qf the M' adras Government Judicial Department.
13tk Nove mber 1867.

~—

Read the followmfr letter from the Inspector Gcneral of Pohce to the
Ch1cf Seeretary to Govemment lﬂort Samt Georwe da.ted Madras, 4th
" October 1867, r\o. 1778

' General Depnrtment - ' : B Y
I have the honor to subnut the report of the Supermtendent of Pohce Tan-

Jore, on g recent case of robbery by poisoning. ,
2. The prxsoner was a professional, and’ took an opportumty of pressmo- hxs

o acquamtance ona rmlway traveller at Needamunwalum who was in charge of a bao ,

of 600 Rupees intended for a merchant at 'T ranquebar. - The traveller was drurrrred

. - with Datura and robbed, and he reached Tranquebar in a condition that necessxtated

the Police to take eha.r(re of lum., 1Ie recovered in Hospital. oo
3. The drugger was.traced with great ability by Inspector Ixrxshnasawmy

- Nardoo, under the immediate direction of Captaii Rolland, and comiuitted to the
" Session Court  at Tranquebar, where he was convrctcd of sxmple thefc. The

Judge’s decision accompanies this report, - . o
" 4. 'There is not the smallest doubt that this’ cdse 18 one of the most serious -

NEEDA\IU‘\GALL’M DRUGGI\’G CASE. . .
‘In contmuatxon of the original report commumcatm" the occurrence of the N eedamungalum

' _.Druggmrr Case, with its attendant circumstances, I beg” now to furnish particularg of the tracmg
- up of the case by the Dolice to its final disposal in the Session Court'at Tranquebar

- I'will, in the first place, give a hlstory of the Police working and tracing. .up the casc aud then.

¢r again,

The Drugzer was, no doubt, on the look out for a victim ; the unfortunate Chetty nppearrng

“ on the railway platform at Necdaiungalum thh a.la.rge bag of Rupecs supplied tho opportumty.

Ile had been entrusted by his master with six hundred Rupces, with directions to proceed to N ega-

© patam and pay the money - over to a merchant ; he is a young and apparently an mexpenenced

man, and the drugger must at once bave seen that - He would aﬂ'ord him an casy prey, which sub-
sequent cvents proved. . Soon after his (the Chetty’s) arrival, he was accosted by a stra.nver whom\
he had never seen before, but who claimed his acquaintance, insisting -that he had once before *
travelled with him to N egapatam ; the stranger, having thus introduced himself, shortly afterwards

The stranger then

In a few minutes, the Chctty got very drowsy and L’U dovm on the pla.tform
uemg the bag of Rupecs as a pillow. - ' .

The train for which be had be

een waiting at 1ast came up on ita arrival, he got up p and Sta"‘
his bag of Rupees behind hlm on turning, bowevcr to get it,
introduced friend had picked it up ; the latter helped the Cletty in, and got in
‘After the train had moved on, the Chetty became 8o msensxble that he recollect-
ed nothing fyrther till hig recovery in the Ilospital at Negapatam. ' s '-
The Guard of the train, the Railway Constable, and some R:nlvb ay Porters at Tnvalore obverved
the state of the Chetty. and proposed to put hxm in another compartment but the stranver who

he saw that his sclf-i
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Passed himself off o T e X 4 3 s T C S
ably been af tog ;s the Chetty's friend would pot bear of this, saying th th A ! 5 . sinco been heard of. The Inspector did hear a rumgur that Vasutheven had on one or two occasions -
The Poliecce epr d t:] ¢ heat, and tlat b would take care of Lim a); f:r nsa\ . fn: nd had prob. ¢ :les"i ited his native place to mect a pal of ‘his {one Veerasawmy), who also it was found bad, -
esen -Yegapatam, t e : . Y ha TCH . 1o ‘ag .. . - E
end, not knowip 2 what on tl;e railway P]atform at Negapatam found the (,bcttg p .:m. $ s . two or throe months previously, gone off to the Ma_unitx_l_;_s ; _lzut these visits were always made ‘as " - SRR
7. was not notioed ; 1 wag the matter wit), him, at once sent him to the Iospi Yy 4% incapable t i - quietly ag possible.. The description . of this ,Vasutheven'given by the- parties who tendercd the . -~
v On his i e had disappeared jg the crowd with Lig booty, leavins h‘.Mu't al.. The.st' anger q above information agreed -in all respects with that given by the Chetty and others on the rail- - o,y
E of some v arrival at th Hospital, the Apothccary found t}myt’ he g e ‘.whm to his fate. . 'é ¥ - way : he was evidently the man we * wanted, but ' we ive_re'_-almost despairing of being able tolay  ~ -~ |
i 80 far Cgetable narcotic poison, and treated him accordinel] Be -::!S;al;ormg under the effect. - - , *" ~° our hands on him ; he had laid his' plans so- well and so cleverly -as not to leave a trace behind, ..~ . .
9 eco L gly.. By slowi cond . : o Lo oub Ae ) : N : o o ’ o1 . ' oo
strangen. vered as to be able to give aq account, of whazy o }b ¢ following ey ening he had - , ‘ NT R One evening, rather late, the Inspector, a8 he wag going to sleep on the pial of the Lon_xge he was - .
R 'l?h ' . . appencd, and to describe the } 'puttiﬂv up in, received fiformation®that . Vasutheven had ‘sent a message from.Streerungum to . ‘i -
< e ) . " o . ; . . . Lo - - e . - .. . s -
T 'S de.scﬂptwn, meagre as it wags, wasg at once circul o . : o, " “his pal Veerasawmy through- a Combaconum man, bemgﬁelvxdent]y .ignorant of his friend’s C i
’ indocd 18 was all we had ¢o start wish ; the prospect l;cu ated t hroughout the 1 district. f ) P departure _to the Mauritius. ~ The person who tendered this- information offered to- co_nie ta -
: o § lfm:{]], and when, after 8ome days, 31} our‘ex;d(. ot our heing able to track the poisoner wag 2 s S Strecrunzum with the Idspeétbr' and point out - Vasutbeven ; he had learnt from the man who
A y g . { . R o o ' . . - . T sel . . s
Vi o e s(x.ll lower although we g; d not yet ale, il;ours t,od(.) so had failed, our hopes of detece § ] o o had brought down the message for Veerasawmy that Vasuth_even‘ was living in % prostitute’s ;
B :er Speelally on the case; for thig purpose, I sel Bt ver despair. T at last determined to put an 7 o house in Igtreerungum. The Inspector, with the man who had given the last iuformation, = ', @
b gen and good Policemay. I had, of ccurs; ,to Se}ccted .Im‘ etor Krishnasawmy Naidoo, an intelli. © { R arrived in Streerungum on. .the 30th- of May; the prostitute’s housé was’soon found, and,. on "o ¥
: a.IdlUtl;mgalum and gave him instructions, |J re ‘l\fve him from all other work. I wet him at Nee- * 1 / L their repairing to it with some’ of the Strecrungum DPolice and” one or two of the inhabitants, .~
s _xe.raxlway stationg beyond Trivnlo;-c el'o(rlnA ccdf\muuga!um_.lm trav(-llcq castwards, visiting_,: P ) | 1 ,;{ _. e -V’N'asutheven' was discovere d ‘inside, and he _ﬁ'is'pointe d out by th? man who accompanied the .
. bc‘),"Of them withoyt & ticket and haq : zxir; tavouring to discover. if any ono had alighted at ¢« -~ -t i T * Inspector, as the Vasutheven. _On'.bcing' questioned, he at once gave his hame a8 Vasutheven, ,
:beyond wherp )0 had - alighteq. From 'pthle }’\3‘_0‘383 fire, or with a ticket for another station £ : ' ' AL and stated that he 'was an inhabitant of Combatonum, which he had left about 18 months age . .-
ey : ' ! : i

alore  Station Muster, he. learnt that a : .and had come to live in Streerangum ; that he formerly kept a-snuff bazaar -in Combaconum. - E

oo passenger had al: N
" he haf no t:;\clk:;h-gtl;:ed on the day in question at Lis stationfrom Neednur »al T & Yo ] ' i id in Streerungum, he had passed, himself off e V
" ing for a tiokuy : ; that, next morning, the gyme ndividual hal w edunur za um, and that { S .oy ; jo. . - Sincehe h:.xd taken up his residence m r;e gum,. X passed °l (B8 one Veera- - . .
"~ 'Sowne cb by the MOrRINg train, A3 the degerirs: . oo al returned to Tanjoro, pay- ’ ) 4. . %  gawmy Naidoo, and that he:wag the son of a }'xch merchant of Combaconum. - The Polico and
L points with ¢hat already obtained f b escription given by the Station Master t'lied in ’ 1 $ 7 the people about, as well as the prostitute herself at once informed the Inspector of this. He R
» and came to Tanjore ; hero nearly a w kro.m the Chetty, the Inspector at once retraced his steps ¢ ' .' '2 £ .. also discovered that Vasutheven, alias Vecrasawmy Naidoo, had always been in the habit of :
oy _.lr_lhed the difficultics the Inspector fou :;0 h“as spent, but without success. It may easily bo imag- | S Y L uitting Streerunsum oneo in ever)" month or two, and, on his return, which ‘was alwaysin
- i SPption of & man which might suit :;) *he had to work the case without o singlo clue, but ades- © .. ° - . Vi e :boilt : week or .t.:n.'dnys; he was invariably flushed with money, which he spent in the most lavish -
-, hopelegs task, but he neyc:ﬁamcd JY per cent. of tho people he met, It certainly appearcda .. - wl o ¢ ;. S matiner. - In fact, at this time when' the Inspector saw him, ho was most extxfavngantly dressed
At this time, from certai;ai'nf:or. Lo . . T .;’ o ‘ : " with Iace cloths, and wore a mass of rings and jewels; his paramour, the prostitute in whose house * “
SawWmny, a suspicious and bad charact "N:tlor.) received, the Inspector was led to suspect ono Appa- F: g - v , " he was found w'a.s also cxponsively got up: money to him was apparently.no object. These . _
that ho had gone ¢, Ne(‘d&munr: ; cter : this-man belongs to Tanjore, but we learnt, on inquiry, io;87 " S R -}ods creainstances coupled with ‘the fact that the man's appearance tallied with tho de« 2
and found jp I\ecddmunwalum nl:: :f? ¢ few days previously.” -Tlo was followed up by the Inb‘mcm‘:, ! -"’,' ,( - o su\.plzidn already giventc,).ﬁs' "at once determined the Inspector, to scarch the house; here the bag: e
- tr;:,ng to obtain gome inf’ormn;i.ox: ;e- nas not M? wan we wanted - Anotker weck was epent in \'. o : /‘ SR E'cil;g) the initials of the Chet;y'; master was found : the Inspector bad at last got the right man— - =
i 8aned. The bugper.milk woman w}v: tich might give s the clue we wanted, but none couldbo { < 17 T I ¢ * this bag was a most damning fact against bim. Ile was at once arrested and conveyed to Nega~ - .
p ﬂfe ?tr'?"ger had bouglit the byt ° sc]l? bu“‘""m‘!k on the railway platform, “ﬂ‘.i from whom S 'y ' atam °where he was eventually identified by the fnan he poisoned, the Railway Guard, the Triva- v
‘ '-]‘,v 1th a view 10 discoyer if she basr}:;”k-w ich be gave fo the Chetty to drink, was closely watched,” ;- * . .. % 1. ' foro Platform Constable, the Trivalore Railway Porters, and one of the passengers who bad travele .- |
¢ ‘be fo;;:g ;f;::::oﬁ‘c:'n t | n in cﬂlus:og with the eupposed poxf;oner. but notlung ctfulld g ’ . o X ,:" led in the samo cﬁr;;agei\\-itg t-:ceff:e:;); n;gwtxlllespl::f;x;?’.i ;t}mte. » Ne ("apatt.lm' ‘Ich.m,ged -u;dcr } o
. . : . . SN [ S L hp ! i 3ig g 14 m, ;
:ear Com.buconum, tha: :heséigt‘:; shtaod(i(:-r:}baclo'n nr':}. IR as lf rom a Zi.nage ?”;dg{:::‘:m:\"i? £ v : k - ‘S.cc't;i})x:lsa ggg:ﬁl;;; b? ta:: Penal Code. The cvidence against him was clear and full;in fact, - j ’
18 m : ol ved 1a Needamnngaluw, on his way to Negapatam, w . ool . e _ ‘. C :
' mmkea;t:”i't;';‘;: :x);;t:‘alllslc};‘, :,s lﬂren(])'- Stated" amounted to 600 Rupecs— tl):is was kept in “_bag- l R o 'L 5 lf ; '.AI cz.mnot imag'xr.\c A more cqmplé@ e ?gém‘St a. m‘m .. tl-lefe' 'w.?‘-s »l:mt : élnglé ]901.)-@0.19_ throu:gh : " 3
. Ten days were 'here: ) zCheN)' " aster. TR | . N . i’ SR i . ‘ o o whichhe ?mﬂd G}'CEI’C;.‘ ﬁh' t the bag which was f;iﬁnd m the }osti'tilte’é hoﬁée ws;s takern. out - i
attention to thig case al p(.m by §ho IM.‘.‘D cetor, who devoted tl{g the--.Of that_’ f.m'le apd all'l?{, P S L - L 1:' : : f o om‘ttedkto mt’e h ﬁ?nh : ith ‘t;e risoner ; this box édntaifxe(ianumber of small dravers— -
,‘ “rh“e'so engaged one; he left no stone unturned. . . - e B X [ ' . . b ‘ : . i »I e box., the o W 0% Was Wl. P ’ ' . ‘ .th ‘vhf i d
| : other pIaCes; and t‘hat o ];n Combaconum, Trivalore, Kullitaliai in '1_nclngopoly I-’irjirrict, nnd_ L S :; ) '1 - . :::?,::,:-b::,,,::,,ir’ qu§ fztnl.e( ,dapd no ux;t er t:in-ffl.in}wa: :’ns-st (seil;.' i éonsiée;ed o aixﬁicie’ntly |
{  Tname was Vasuthe‘}en . &d t:f them, one man, a;.nd or:c man only, was suspected, and that his T A étroh evi de:ce a:::,i’n::xtlhzmii appér_c“.t y ;’o thn.tg“it 0 --affasmm with the poisoning and the -
;. tangible ; ¢he IDSpec(o, ’ nd that he belonged to Combaconum. At last we ha(.l got somcthing ' < J‘ N g S S P .s§fxcr, 1.n‘s<').ar oot convlcrfd‘n N A
r's efforts andshard work deserved to be crowned with success. It was ) ! T theft S LA iod the nd "
T ' .~ The box 'was kept scaled .in custody of the Head Constable who tonducted the eearch, and

i --DOW our object ¢ . m

: ’ },‘im?ﬂf_ bnd got win ake the pursuit as hot and as sharp as possible, . a3 most probably the mun

" onco set about 1, t:s:f t.he inquiries that were being made in every direction.' The Tuspector at
P A w : + inquiri <o SRR
| cent villages, bug couI:it'h renew efl energy: inquiries were r‘nado in Combaconum and its adja-
P & year Previously, findino not find his man. 1le did, hOWCYCP, discover that this Vasutheven, almost | -
Lo Lo » iDding he Wwas getting too well known, had suddenly disappeared, and had not

i
|
s ‘ { . by him produced in the Magistrate’s Court where ‘the seal was broken.: The Magistrate conduct-
o b f - ing the preliminary inquiry also " tried to open the drawer, but did not succeed in doing so; -
.ot } ‘ — :, " he then made the prisoner try, and he’ opéned it _at' once. In it, among a number of other things_-,' .
: - \ i;  was found o paper contalning a darkish Lrown. powder, which' the Apothecary pronounced ta-
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A

" and'of the ¢
* the prisoner

1

after tho train

v

-

4

_ Prisone;
- Ty also identified both, and gave much the same evidence as nbmc

; tions to Payit tog merchant

5

» Money; of hig having been in the habit of absenting himsclf occasionally for a week at a time ;
and of the finding of the bag in the house by ‘the Police. A Ilcad Co'rstn.ble gave evxdence of

A
R

’

admlmstered . .

> ;ov:-.cr was rePorted by Sub- Assistant Surgeon R. Ila.rny,
~ Datzra, _

: lefs shoulder . ; describe

_.w‘th b

g Proceedinas of 1he ~ ;
) ings of l_loe Madras Government, Judicial Department,

13¢4 Nocember 1867.

M

h-]

~be Datura" On its being subm;j
reported not to be Datura,
Tho 0dds and ends that
_noise on the box being shaken,
Thoe prisoner displa
" The evxdence 8gai
follows :—
The Chetty deposed to
on the Need
the acquaing
the prisoner
at tho same

tt s . )
1tted to Ithe Chemzcal Exaniner for analysis and report, it was

t

cre in the drawer were so tightly rammed in, that they made no

i’:g Vtelry great alarm when this powder was found in the drawer.
10 prisoner, and ‘on which he was cowmmitted for triul, stood as

Mnun'raluxtxf eriﬁias sltat:d 1n the original report, viz., the prisoner’s accostmg ;
ance ; his being pl‘eSSed{, I;;t orm and claiming his acquaintance ; his denial of
dmappearmg for a short Y the prisoner to partake of butter-milk and his refusal ; to
time, bringing it fromr :me and on his return again pressing tho butter-milk, and,
rowsiness which fol]owe(; u“ft;r -milk’ woman on the platform ; of his drinking it,
d"OP something into th 1¢ draught. Ile spoke also to the fuct that he olserved
bably is an 9xa""eranon) ]{f 7‘110 ¢ butter-milk which he thought was salt (this most pro-
. With the bag under his hea; :503011 also to the fact of his bavinz laid down on the platform
~and sta'mcrcd towards the carr "at on tho arrival of the train ghortly afterwards, he got up -
ing it, to his furning rowsd & l:} #cs, leaving Lis lvag of money bohind him, and, on his rocollect=+
- coming towards hiw, and to }no butoh it, when he saw that the prisoner had got it and was.
bad st‘lrtcd | ; eing helped by the prisoner into the carriage ; that, very soon
1¢ lost all consciousness, aad recollected nothing further till he found |

hlmself in th
o Hospital at N
POSBessxon of the prisoncy. Hegapataw.  The last time he saw the baz of money it wasin the °

- This man’s statement

i
v
i
)
:

BT e — e

e out by al} the urwms:::‘:lcar and lusid nnd was perfectly credible, and was morcover
“The Guard of the T ¢8 connected with the case, as well as by the other evidence,
Porters at I‘maloro ]lram tho Railway Constable at Trwaloro and one .of the Railway
Chetty on the da all distincely swore to tho prisoncr as the man who accompaniod the
Y in question ; mentioned also thad they observed a bundle on the prisoncr's
ma,,mmo that the p“;"tho con}:htxon in which the Chetty was—as that of a mad man ; and,
another compartment, herhw“ 18 friend, spoke of thcir proposal to him to put the man in '
had got giddy f; Wwhich he (the prisoner) would not allow, eaying that probably }ns fricnd
. J from the heat, and that ho would take care of him as fur as Negapatam. . L

‘A pa
P 350"801‘ who travelled in the same train and in the same carriago as the Chetty and "

. o~

S e -y -;n.-,q‘-,(, ELENPIE S e

up::fnfz(‘:z;l;nzsur deposed to his baving sent his agent (tho Chctty) with six lnmdrod .
ato to Negapataw, via Necdamungalum, from T:rub:mmam, with instruc-
to the initiy] in Negapatam ; he ‘distinctly identified the baﬂ as his, and swore - .
,_ 1tiuls ag his, that he himeself had written them on the bag. - - o

The- Prostitute with” whom the prisoncer had been living deposed that he had been hvmg
er in her house under the name . of Veemsnwmy Naidoo for some time, and of his havmg
given oyt that he was the son of a rich merchant of Combaconum ; of his lavish expenditure of '

S -
[ ST L S
)

»

. i
T Nmers 8 e B TR
P L . '_ . .

tlre scarch, finding of the bag, and arrest of the prisoner.

The Apothccary deposed before the Magistrate that he saw the Chctty “hen ke was
brought to the Ilospital ; observed that he *was laboring under . the effocts. of poison and
treated him accordmgly ; that it was bis opmxon that some vegetable narcotrc poison had been

- >

P

A - The powder found ; in tho drawer in the presence of the \Iemstrate w ag sho“n to tbe
pothecary' who ‘tried some experiments with it and pronounced it to be Datura ;.the same
for the Chemxcu.l Exammer not to be !}
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- In conclusion, I would bég to state that the highest prarse is due to Inspector Ixrxshnasa.wmy'f o

T indeod ; starting on it withouta single clue, he worked steadily at it with a will and zcal that -

o

L‘I—:M —_

- ) deserve all credlt
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Proccedmg: of tke Madras Gover,zment Judma( De])q;'tment B 6 . R
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, The above were the main facts ‘as taken and reai in the Sessxon Court There were some ..
: other mtnes:es but thcy were not examined ; thay spoke chiefly to collateral pomts such as the o
L false names’ agsunied by the prisoncr, his lavish expenditure of money,-&e., &e, . S
* The prisoner was convicted of theft and acqmtted of the charge of 1 po,gomm ; Sl
1 was not present in” Court durmg the trial ;' but-the "Assistant’ Superintendent, who wa.s.
remarks in his dlary—“ Tt seems to me that the proof of the pmsomno wag complete, and’ sorry
t a3 I am that we failed to obtain a convxctxon under Seetxon 328 I am quxte satxsﬁed thab it
- ** wag neither my fault or the Inspector’s.”” - - --i. -t - e - |
- 'The prisoner’s motive was, of course, theft ; { that this was 'wcomplxshed tho conv 1ct10n proves :
: most conclusively. The means by which hs accomp! lished his motive was the. mlmrmstermg of i i
" poison. That some- poxson was - admmxstered by the prrsoner and by no.one else, is just as possi- o .' o
© . tively to be presumed, not only from the prlsoner s conduct on the railway platforme at Needa- = o _.'1
mungalum, but also from his subsequent conduct a0d sudden disappearance. - The Chetty's depo— R
sition also fully proved these faets there was no apparent cause to discredit him, and the prisoner S
. did not rebut a pa.rtxcle of the evidence a"amst him. If the evrdence of the pla.mtxﬁ' was suffici- - - : i
" ently Credxble to obtmn a convxctxon for theft, 1!: surely wa.s Jusﬁ a3 credxble to prove the

" poisoning. .
. The Chetty was in perfect health txll he drank the butter-mx]k

~:In such cases, it would be 1mposs1ble for us. to get any other ev1dence but the plamt.xﬁ"s . SR
K unless xndeed the poisoner was ab once arrested on tho spot R e e ey .
"~ Tho evidence of the other thnesses went to bear out the statement of the Chetty
+" . The pmsonmv was the means by vuhlch the theft was accornplished ; and theee two were, m R
t,}ns case, 8o closely connected, that I cannot sce how they can be separated R S
- Wo were all most anxious about the case ; but, at the same time, tho fac*s were 80 elear tm'nnst' '
“the. prisoner that wo were most sanguine of & cohviction on both counts. The acquittal under..”

‘Section 328 was 1nde°d a great disappointment.. Should another sumlar case occur, 1 cannot tell :

how we ceuld possibly get better and clearer evxdence.

R

b - . .
Lot T b g adny s
el

Naidoo for the able - way he Worked up the case. e had to contend with very great difficulties " '

" Tead Constable Bheema Ro\v, and Constable,No. 1212 Sammadan were also -

. workmg under the Inspector, and did right well.: _ _ ‘
T would . sufmesb that if no reward be. given to the Inspector, hrs expenses at least for the L

o .sxx wecks he was employed on the case, be drsbursed to him.- :
" 1 would also recommend Iead Constable Bheema Row, for a reward of Rupees 30 e.nd pro- A

“motion to the rank of Deputy Iead Constable to the Constable

- - As the Inspector General had given instructions thatno expense was to be spn.red in the trae-
mg up of the case, 1 would recommend that a reward of 100 Rupees be glven to the man who gave " o
the information to tho Inspeetor which led to tho arrest of the prisoner : in fact, it was the hope~ -
- of & handsomo reward promned by the * Inspactor that induced the man to givo the information .
“without this we could have done nothing. - Un: ler these clrcumstanees, I would recommend that -

2 reward be gwcn as above to this man : lus name is Veeramuttu. . -
o ' (Slgned) A T ROLLAND Lxentena.nt :
,Supermtendent of Pohce. N

L T
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From Sub Asexetant sUrgeon R. I] ARVI:Y for Chemlcal Emmmer, to- Assxstant Apothecary e
. D. CALLAGIIAN, Negapatam ; dated Madras, 19th July 1867, No.. 154, . . -
. 1 bave the honor' to acknowledge the recexpt of your No. bO dated 12th J uly 1867, together
" with the parcel therein referred to. - : -
.« . 2. The parcel was received byme with the sea,]s unbroken. The equected substanco appeared
" to be of a vegetable nature. It was passed through fine gause, aud the coarse particles left in the e
. gauze carefully examined under, the microscape. No trace of broken up Stramomum seedl wu '.' L
obeerved, nor anythmg resemblmg the smelleet fregment of Y leat s
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. P}-oégeding: of the Madras Government, Judicial Department,
v S 134 .\'océmber 1867.

as discovered. An extract
portion was carefully preparod in the wsual way. Three drops of a rather con-
 centrated solution of this extract was dropped into the eye of a kitten ; no dilatation of the pupil
resultod. Dropped into tho eye of a pup, the dilatation of the pupil that followed was very

very slight. What was left of the extract, mixed with rice and given to a dog, did not produce any
ill effect on the animal.

4] regret, therefore, that I am un
- nature of the syspected substance, viz,

! 3. A portion of the powder was examined for mineral poison; none w
. of the remaining

able to concur in the opinion expressed by you as to the
*‘ the powder was that of the leares of tho Datura plant™,

' SEesstox Case No. 35 or 1867.
Prosecutor. :

Karuppan Chetty " versus
Finding and Sentence.

ding that the prisoner Vasudera Naicken is guilty of the offence
arge, viz, that he has committed theft, and has thercby com-

© Prisoner.
Vasudeva Naicken.

‘I‘he Jury are u'n:'mimons' in fin
- specified in the first head of the ch

mitted an offence punishable under Section 379 of the Indian” Penal Code, and the Court dirccts .

that the said prisoner Vasudeva Nai

cken be kept to rigorous imprisonment fora period of (3)
, three years. L

The Jury are unanimous in finding that the prisoner V-
offence specified in the second head of the charge, viz., that
to the 1st witncss Karuppan Chetty with inteut to comm
offence punishable under Seetion 323 of tho Indian Penal
8aid prisoncr, Vasudeva N aicken, bo discharged.
 Teanquenaw, '
16th dugust 1867.

asudeva Naicken is not guilty of the

it theft, and has thereby committed an
Code; and the Court directs that the

(Sigued) E.F.ELIOTT,
Acting Session Judge.
Statement of the.evidcnce’and grounds of conviction.
* Foreman and Jurors—The story of the 1st witness runs as follows :—
One day, 4 months ago,

Needamungalum station with a bag containing 600 Rupees in his possossion, which Lo intended to

“take to Negapatam, the prisouer came up to him, and after thrusting his companionship upon him
by asking him if they had not travelled togeth

torice and being refused, and to take some but

ter-milk which was also refused, the prisoner got some
butter-milk, 8queezed a portion of a lime int

2 it, and sprinkled something in appearance liko h:x.li
over it, and, without allowing the 1st witness to mix it, told him to drink it, which ho dxd: nnd.m
about ten minutes after began to get gidily and slightly unconscious, and by the time the train arriv-

ed wholly so, 80 that he was led into the carriaze by the prisoner, who had previously relieved him of
his bay of money ; that he remained in thi

*ing day, when he found hiraself on the pial
Head Constable to whom ke reported his 1
~ bazin which the money had baen tied up,
which were the shop marks of the owner

of a Chetty's house in Vallipaliam, whero ho saw the
0s3, and gave a description of the offcnder and of t}n’e
which bad inscribed upon it the Tamil letters. *“Te"* *‘De",

of the money (3th witness) who had cutrusted Lim to con-
- 'Vey it to Negapatam about 2} months ago. The prisoncr was arrested on suspicion at Strcerungum
by the Head Constablo, 7th w

itness, in the Louss of a dancing girl, 9th witness, whero he was liv-
ing ; and, on a search of thel

er, and in which was discove
in which the mouey that was
~and 6th witnesses and tho

ouse, a box was found, the key of which was in the possession of prison-
rod the bag No.1, whichkas been identified by 1st witness as the same

arka “Te” “P¢" upon it. The 7th and 8th witncsses and Oth witness
clearly depose to the arrest of the prisoner and scarch of the heuse, and tho bag being discovered
in his box. This is the only portion of the property recovered, but is at the same time strong pro-
sumptive proof of tho theft baving becn com mitted by prisoncr. "The prisoncr, although he pleads
mot guilty, owns to the box and the key before the Court being in his possession, andld‘isclam}s the
bag No. 1 as bis, and docs not in any way rcbut this presumptive evidence sgainst him, which by

be administered some iutoxicating drug -

while ho was waiting for the evcuing train on the platform of the -

er before aud being negatived, and after asking him .

8 helpless scnseless state till 20 nalizays on the follow-

stolen frem him wag contained, in which he is corraborated by 5th

e 'uh_l—.i

et —— e -

R

"and other officials,

> before the Court, as found in the box with the bag,

) -
. [} . ’ /" PR
. * i o s
Al ‘
F edings of the Madras Government, Judicial Department, 7
roceedings of tne . . .

13th November -1867.

: ) ' d to do, or, otherwise, it may be used against him. As to the second head of ttl‘xle
Jaw he is require to %o, ’t “sapport it. The evidence of the 1st witness alone, and unsupporte 1’1
charge there' 15 no ev ld?nfih;t a.: intoxicating drug was administered to him by th'e prisoner, whlcf
is the only _du-ect. evidence therefore, this should he dismissed against him. Th‘fl‘e is the 1‘71&0!,119 e:

is totally insuﬂic.lent, ‘fnd, ote fn t,he railway carriage, as shown by the evxde'nce of the railw 'y
" his being in an insensible stat d 4th witnesses, and the fellow passenger, 4th wx.tness, a.n(? to $r11-
oiher offlal ingfos:i’r::imity to 1st witness and claiming to be responsible for his safely
j:10) ¢} 5

. . . . . . .

) Y . 1t f bh p 1 {

i inati ich proves, with the other evidence, t.ha.t foul
prisoner whet browe! befo'rflh;rt:o:heexils?:?:;(;:; :vl}:tlx(;l::}f)e law will not hold tht'a presumptxo}x: go?:
o d'oubt’ Ifm(tzlt:seabéeice of proof as to the administering of the s?.xd drug.by t e. s.al |
sgeineh the P.l'lsoner i et There is little or nothinz in this ease to detain you in ax;xv;ni
prisoner, which tl‘xere u no] .t head of the charge has been distinctly prove(.i to you, and on t ; nd
speodily ot @Ver@1°P et II; e told you, and that the powders which have been pro uce
head, bearing o' mind wii: b ’ are pronounced by the .letter of the'Chemxcal
ad out to you, not to be deleterious, you ought to reject this charge.
- ' (Signed)  E. F. ELIOTT,
} Acting Session Judge.

Examiner, which has be

N OrpER THEREOY, 13th November 1867, No. 1832.- T
By wor in Council is pleased to sanction the grant of a reward of Ru?ees
501 it Govemortlor Krishnasawmy Naidoo, of the Tanjore Police, for the services
(5031(?:()1, lt:})r {:ZI: oﬁl tracing and apprehending the prisoner in the case rep?rted in
rende A | |
e over rin Council' is also pleased to direct tho Magistrate of Tanjore
 an Go;e:fl'l (I){upees (50) fifty to Vceramuttu, wh'o gave.the Inspector of
b g'mn't ¢ rewi!" which led to the apprehension of the prisoner. Aot
B e Gor mment fecl doubtful whether it was competent to.the cting
S '3;1 I'igee(izv:rl; I:ile charge of poisoning with the aid of a Jury; trial by Jury
€S51011 g )

- ein unaer e 0 1 cation issued in
Thoft.—Sections 379, 380, 382,'of the Penal Code. g’
. P, 11 .
Bobl —Secti 3

3 : 1862
401, 402, Sections 451, 452, 453, 454, 455, 456, (Government, dated 2lst F?bruary od )
T, 458, 459, limited to the offences marginally noted.

457, 458, 459.
(True Extract).

Chief Secretary.

Y

“T'o the Honorable the Judges of the High Court.
.y - Inspector General of Police.

’ | Magistrate of Tanjore.
v Accountant General.

v ' : -

Exd. J. H. Burns.

v

‘ " wh P ings  of
02, 593, 393, 395, 897, 38, 399, 400, _ gccordance with the Proceeding
s [}
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; A R S Ut L Fore St GPO?‘Je A
Q'} * Thave the honor to submlt the I{cpmt of the Supeuntendent of Pohce, Tan_]ore ond:
v ccent case of Bobbery by poisoming. . . s § .
_ 9. The pmoner was -8 profcssxona] and took an opportumty of pressmn his acquaint-
’ . ahce on% Ruilway traveller at Needamunoalum who was in charge of a bag of 600 Rupees
k intended for a ‘\Ielchant at "lmnqucbar I‘he txaveller was drugged with’Datura and
l 'robbed and he reached - hanquebar in'a condltlon that 11000551tatcd the Polxce to take:
’ N chur«c of him. Hc recovered in Hospltal | S _ L
‘1 ' 5;' . 8, 'The dmmrer was ‘b aced wlth gl.,at abxhty by Iuspector Knshnasawml \Ia)udu .
P under the immediate dxrcctxon of Captain Rolland, and committed to the Sessions Court
p \ PN at Tranquebar, whcre he was convxcted of sxmple theft. The Judge's decision accompanies
N thls Report T : e e ’ ’
T NN 4 There is not the smalleqt doubt let thxs case is one of the most scnous;:rlt_m—e.s
of Rob\)ery by drummg with Datura that fns occurred, and so far as the Pohce wa
‘ '_ concerned Was treatcd with much abllxty T was mveclf in the District about this tlme and
. madc full ‘enquiry. 'Ihe crime is not uncommon, and it s most lmportant to stlmula.t(
its detection.” T therefore beg that a reward of 50 Rupees may be granted to Inspectox
l\nshnasawxm Navudu The othcr I \nll reward under G 0 No. 1380 date<
._ ‘ - 23rd A.ugust 1862 : T ' o
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