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Proceedings of he Madras Government, Judicial Departient,
: - 8th November 1867.

No. 105.  Read the following letter from the Civil Judge of Coimbatore, to the -
Chief Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George; dated Coimbatore,
19th October 1867, No. 14, ’

I have the homnor to acknowledge receipt of the Order of Government, dated
923rd September 1867, No. 1534, expressing much surprise and dissatisfaction at my

* declining to express my opinion as to the necessity of preserving certain records of

Moonsiffs’ Courts, and directing me at once to report whether I consider that the sys-
tem now in force, of destroying useless and old records, has at Errode been carried

. out to a proper extent, or whether the whole of those to which the District Moonsiff

adverted in his Memorandum of the 15th June last must be preserved, and thatl
will fully explain the reasons onl which my opinion is based. D
9. Inreply, I beg to state that when addressing my letter, dated 6th September

) last, No. 12, in which I am stated to have declined to express my opinion, I had not

even the remotest idea of disobeying the order of Government or showing dis-
courtesy to” them. I considered that the subject was one which it was peculiarly

" the duty of the higher J udicial tribunal to decide, the question being a very. gene-

ral one, and as such a.pplicable to a.ll Courts, and that my opinion was liable to be
over-ruled by the High Court and therefore of little weight. I bave always been,

and am most ready to obey the directions of Government, and never attempted or

even thought of questioning the competency of Government to issue such directions
as they may deem proper. If my opinion Was erroneous it was simply an error of
judgment, and T regret that it should have been made the subject of censure when

" . there was nothing intentional. o : _

3. In obedience to the directions contained in the present order, I called upon

. the District Moonsiff of Errode for a detailed 'list of the records to which he refers -

<0 his Memorandum of the 15th June last. This list, I think, comprises all the

records in that officer’s charge. I enclose a translation thereof, with my opinion, in

" the last column as to which'of them may be destroyed.

4. The Moonsiff reports that some records have been destroyed, but he is not

able to furnish a list, as none was kept at the time. The greater part of the records

_ of the Moonsiffs’ Courts are deposited in the Civil Court; so ‘that the Moonsiffs have

-

little to destroy.

No. 106. . OrpER THEREON, 8th November 1867, No. 1794. o
From the list of Moonsiff's records which accompanies the letter above recorded,
the Governor in Council observes that a large proportion of the records are such as

. might, under the general orders on the subject issuéd by the High Court, have been

destroyed. : _ _

9. The Governorin Council requests that the Civil Judge, ifhe does not feel
at liberty to destroy such of these records ashe has himself marked as being no
longer required, will solicit the necessary authority from the High Court.

3. Pending the Civil Judge’s action on the orders of the High Court, the deci- -
sion as to increased accommodation for records at the Moonsif"’s Court at Errode
‘will be postponed. ' ‘ o

| L (True Extract).

_ Clief Secretarys
To the Civil Judge of Coimbatore. '
,  Public Works Department. ’ '

. Ezd. J, Tulloch.
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