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© RS ELLIS, Esq,C.B., ~ . L .
v Chief Secretary to the Government of Fort Saint George,
To ' ' : '
. Taz SECRETARY 10 T2z GOVERNMENT or INDIA,
' ‘ | - Tloue DEPARTMENT.
- SIR, : ' I '

. T amdirected to submit, for tho consideration of His Ekééllency the Viceroy'.
and Governor-General, the annexed copy of a letter, inder date the 1st October last,
from the Chairman of the lChambeli' of .Commerce at Madras, urging oljeetions
‘against the extension to this Presidency of the Bill for the suppression of frauds in

" the cotton trade, and also against the provision made in Section 2 of the Bill,

.Whi‘ch enables the Governor-General in Council to extend the Act to this Presi-

‘dency.

9. The Governor in Council does not share the opinion and apprehensions 50
warmly. expressed by tho Chamber, and is, therefore, unable to support theirapplica-.
tion. Heissatisfied that thére is no danger of the Bill, should it become Law, being.r
extended to this Presidency in theabsence of a proved necessity for such extension.
: ' " I have the honor to be, .
: . Sir, . '
x , - "+ Your most obedient Servant,

ForT SAINT (EORGE,
7th November 1867

| o . C'Iu'ef Secretary,
From the Chairman of the Chamber of Commerée,' Madre{s, to the Chief Socretary to
Government, Fort Saint George ; dated Madras, 1st October 1867.
The attention of the Ch'a'mber of Commerce has been called to the Bill now
i1 of India ¢ for the suppression of frauds in the cotton

trade,” which was published in & late number of the Foré Saint George Gazette.
' 9. The Bill gives ;_"the power to the Governor General of notifyng in th_e

Gazette the operation of the Ac

t in any part of India, and the Chamber are not
d for the adoption of a course which, so far as

sual, viz., embodying & provisicn of this nature in any

‘they know, 18 altogether unu
ion having been fully considered and -

Act without the pecessity for such legislat

proved. .. . ) E . R
3. This Chamber are of opinion that it is not desirable at present that this

,Act should be extended to the Madras Presidency, and they respectfully submit

. .__'tha.t itis not politic that a La.w:should now be passed, which enables the Government

.at any time to bring the Act into operation. It would be better that Jegislation on
" ‘such a matter should be defgrred until it is.required. et S |
4." The Chamber consider that there is no need for the interference of Govern-
ment Officers in the transactions between the buyers and sellers of cotton in this

.Presidehcy. It is usual, at'the chief places where the trade is carried on, for the



buyers to examine for tI_uemselvés the quality of the cotton they contract for,'- and it -
has Giéen found, hitherto, that this system has been as successful as could have been -
reasonably expected. It may be too much'to say that all the cotton exported has
been perfectly free f_rorn extraneous matter, or from s0me _mixtgpe of _in?é;io} .
quality ; but it could scarcely be expected that the supervision of Government Offi- '

- gers, as provided for in the Bill, would effect any marked improvement, whileit can-
not be doubted that it would be open to many objections and disadvantages. The

cost of the establishment provided by the Act, which would fall chiefly on exporters,
would be heavy and probably intolerable, and the interference of Government Offi- 3
cers, armed with such powers as are giyen by the Bill, would certainly be regarded -

with much dislike by all concerned. ' -

5. The Chamber admit that circumstances may exist of a nature to justify 3
Law such as this, but they are of opinion that the cotton trade of this Presidency, as
now carried on, does not afford any reasonable ground for bringing it into opera-

tion here. This opinion is shared in almost universally by thosc engaged in the
" trade. ) : ) o
6. The Chamber, therefore, trust that you will have the goodness to communi-
cate to the Sapreme Government this expression of their opinion, with a view to the
. Bill, asnow drawn, bejng modified accordingly, | | '
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