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Proceedmn': of the Madras Government J u(lzczal Department
' '6th November 1867 |

A

\o. 61 Rcad the following letter from the Inspector General of Jails, to the
: ClnofSecrctary to Government, Fort Samt Geor«ro dated Oota:.amund
" 11th October 1867, No. 110.

With referenco to tlxe Order of Government notod in thc margin, dlrecuno that

from time to time a report should be:

’ 3udioial Departmen-t, datedAIOLh jﬁly 1867. No. 1095. made lenardm(r the " I)Odlly and mental
5 | condmon of the convict Daker, I have
the honor to forwald copy of a letter from the Medical Oﬁicer, dated 2nd instant,
in which he states that Baker’s health is very good, and that he s perfectly rational.’
‘The report requucd was confined to these two points, but as Dr. Donaldson has
also given his opinion regarding Baker's behaviour, of which he has fewer opportu-
nities of _]ud(rmfr than the officer in executive charge, I forward a letter from

Lieutenant Coloael Cfxmpbcll on the subject, from which it will ¢ appear that, although .

Baker has been quiet since the 20th July, it is not considered expedient that his .
fetters should be removed. I was also given to understand on v1s1tmg the. prison
- last T'uesday that Baker had benn overheard to mutter that he had not yet done‘

with the Kecper.

2. I believe that Buker’ s life was spared becaase thele was rcason to suppose

that altlxou<r11 not actually insane yet that, when under strong excitcment, his mmd '_
‘was liable to become affected to such an extent that ho could not be held reqponsx-

ble for his actions. The cases of persons of this doacrxptxon are well understood in
England ; they are carcfullv wa.tchcd by cxperlenced persons, the treatment is

_ varied accordmrr to mrcumstances, and there is no want of attendance or of fitting-
apphances of every kind. Ilere it is not so, and I do not see what to look forward . -
to as regards Baker. To keep him in irons for an indefinite period would be objec-

" tionable, while, on the other hand, they could not be removed without a degree of -

risk, which, onslderm« the nature of the crime for which Baker is now ‘imprisoned,

it Would be scarcely Justlhable to incur ; and 1, therefore, venture to submit, for the

consideration of Government, the propucty of sendmg him to England.

———e

From Lieutenant Colonet W. R. CAMPBELL, Supcrmtcndcnt European I’nqon Ootucamun& |

to - the Inspector General of Jails, 00tacamund , dated 00tacamund 4t.h October 1867
No.173. . - -~ = .

I have the honor to forward copy of lettcr ‘No. 25, datcd 2nd October 1867, from Surgeon J.

"Donaldson, s Medxcal charge of European pubon, ‘reporting on the physical and mental condi-

tion of life conviet George B.).ker for the’

quartcr endmrr 30th September 1867, as requcst-
= .. ed in yourletter margmnlly noted wluch accom-
_panied Proceedm"s of Govcrnmcnt ‘No. 10953, dated 10th July 1867,

No. 833, datod 15th July 1867,

2. Convict B'xker ig still kept under strict survelllance, and is permltted no commumcatxon'

 whatever with any other prisoner. Il¢ is allowed out of his cell for two hours a day for exercise,
s period certified by the Medical Officer to be suﬁicxcnt for the purpose of health ; with this
exception, and on Sunday mornings and chncsday evenings during the hours of Divine Service,

g he is strictly confined to his cell, the trap-door being open during the day, so that he may be_

said to be subjected to the discipline of the scparate system. ~The chains have not been removed
since the commission of the oﬂ‘cnce of the 22nd J uly 1807 nor would such a step. be cxpedxent or

| . . . . . . : _
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| Prdcéet)iﬁgt of the ‘:‘Ia__drak Govéinnﬂnfe-n't.," J ;‘-d"é'iaz;be}}arhnent, .
| R - 6th 'November:l867.:_ AR - R :

.
'3

: 3. _He'is suhjected to no restrictiofx_ in diet, beyond the pudding a.llolwed to pfi;oners ot
- work, specially sanctioned by the Inspector General of Jails ; in all other respects, ho receives the .
‘full ordinary prison diet. - . ... oo , _

. 4. e is permitted the free use of the Library, and is allowed the use of knitting needles to ;
" work in his cell, at his own request, - <. . - "~ T - '
5. From 23rd to 29th July 1867, his conduct was highly "un's'a.tisfa.ct&y
- violent and insubordinate, persisting in abusing the prison officers . ,
~in his cell, swearing, singing obscene songs, and uttering threats against the life of the Ke :
. On one occasion, 20th July, he threw from his cell a metal basin containing the hot cpf:f .

< served for his breakfast, at the Head Warder; since the last menti;néd dat hg' cbaviooelas
* been quict and orderly, : R . _ 346, his bebaviourhas .
.. 6. On the 5th August, he was reported to be in a fit; hew
: of the Warders through a peep-hole in the cell door, when it
- the fit was feigned ; the object was soon after made maai

being exceedingly :
whenever they come near him -

as watched by the Keeper and one .
became evident beyond doubt that
fest by bis informing the Medical Officer -

" fit, hqr an.y: other illness, but has enjoyed uninterrupted go;fllt h;e:;rtxlcle-_thls date, Baker has had Do :

——— a

- " From Surgeon J. DONALDSON, . D., Senior Med‘i; ! Cei 5 o '
- dent of _the.Eur(.)pcgn Jail, Ootacamund ; daizzl%[ftc:cr::ul:{le,ﬂigh;;:i;:; th;SSupcrinten'-n_.
: In accordance with directions received in Proceedings of Govcm,m t, N 10 5 o oo 20
" July 1867, T have the honor to report to you, for > ent, No. 1095, dated 10th
. , both wentally and
.regularly, the only mcdi\cine W

; *“ fit,” since 12th of same month; his bodily health is now ve » a0d he has had no decided

" indeed, he complained this morning that he ha

-** he was very hungry and felt himself 'ha.lf-été.rved R eat ; to use his
. mental state is also good at present ; he ig perfectly rati
ehaved of late. _ e T

: . own expression -
he is taking the full ‘prison diet;' his
onal, and has been very quiet, and well--

‘No. 62. ' Opoer THEREON .6t}:—1;—“ o |
2 L R THEREO) ovemb
- Inthe letter above recorded, Lhe Ins or Gl 1L,
the mental and physical condition ¢

_Burgeon J. Wilson. ginally, who will

’ | g xz.x:lnu_xe convict Baker, and consider such
e g, evidence ‘regarding his case as may bo
el - .. given by the officers’ con

connccted with tho
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Judicial Depalrtme_n].‘.' :

Lo B L 6th November 1867.

Ootacamund E{xropean- Jail. The Committes will submit a report to the Iflspector _
General of Jails for transmission t6° Government, on the mental and pI.\yswal con- - -
dition of convict Baker, and will state whether, in their opinion, there is any suffi- -

_cient reason why he should not be subjected to ordinary Jail discipline,' inclu<.1ing .
~ corporal punishment, when guilty of outrage or serious offences against the I’;}son -
.. “regulations. T

' Ch‘ief ‘Secreta'ry'_._} sl

g

To the Inspéctbr General off J aﬁs, with tw§ e-ncloélur'_eé retufn_ed.
To Surgeon J. Wilson, Coonoor. . =~ .-~ :
,, . Do.. . Colvin Smith, Ootacamund.
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